FINDING RECORDS OF YOUR ANCESTORS, 1NN UNITING FAMILIES

AFRICAN AMERICAN

1870 to Present

If your African American ancestor died after 1870, follow the steps in this booklet to
find the records of his or her family. These instructions will show you how to search
nine kinds of records. It will tell you which record to search first, what to look for,
and what tools to use. One piece of information will lead to another until you have
identified most family members and filled out a family group record.

Search these records in the order given. As soon as you have found the information
you need, move to the next step. You may not need to search all the records listed.

Find your ancestor’s full birth date
and birthplace. Records to use:

Social Security Death Index
Death record (vital records)
Social Security application
Cemetery record

Obituary

Funeral home record

mo a0 oD

Learn the names of your ancestor’s
parents. Records to use:

Death record (vital records)
Birth record (vital records)
Social Security application
Obituary

Funeral home record

oo Ty

birth states of your ancestor’s

a Find the names, birth years, and
family members. Record to use:

Census

information for your ancestor’s

u Find the full names and marriage
parents. Record to use:

Marriage record (vital records)

Latter-day Saints: After step 4 you

probably have enough information

to submit these names for temple

ordinances. The steps and tools you need are described inside. »



HOW TO BEGIN—PREPARATION

You should have already gathered as much information as
possible from your home and family and filled out family
group records and a pedigree chart. Another good starting
place is FamilySearch™ or other computer files, where you
can see if others have researched your family. See How Do I
Start My Family History? (32916)

To begin:

A. Select an ancestor to search for. From your pedigree chart,
choose an ancestor who died in the United States after 1870.
You must know the ancestor’s name, approximate date of
death, and state and county (if possible) of death.

B. Start with a family group record. Write your ancestor’s name
in the children’s section of a new family group record (see
page 34). Read through the instructions in this booklet.
Then follow the steps below to find your ancestor’s family.
Write any family information you find on family group
records and a pedigree chart.
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A. Bill’s pedigree chart

C. Write your searches on a search list. As you search, write
what you found or did not find. (For an example of a
search list, see page 7.)

Tips

If you don’t know your ancestor’s death date:

e Start with a more recent generation. Records of recent
ancestors usually lead to records of earlier generations.

e Find the records for the family in the example given. This
will teach you basic research skills before you search for
your own family. This is a good class activity.

On family group records and pedigree charts:

* Write dates in this order: day, month, year (11 Aug 1911).

® Write places in order from smallest to largest
(town, county, state).
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B. Bill begins a family group record with Simon A. Haley
listed as a child

THE RESEARCH PROCESS

The case study on these pages shows how the research
process was used to find Bill Haley’s family. After you have
read this case study and the rest of the booklet, follow the
same steps to search for your ancestor’s family.

Bill Haley is looking for the family of his grandfather,
Simon Haley. He has a family group record, a pedigree chart,
and a blank search list. To find his ancestors, he follows the
steps suggested on the cover of this booklet. He searches for
records in a family history center; on the Internet; and at state,
county, and other record offices. Family history center staff
members can help Bill find records in the Family History
Library Catalog and order microfilmed records to use in
the center.

2 African American

For each record he searches, Bill writes what he finds.

A. On the family group record he writes:
¢ Family information on the front.
e Source information on the back (author and title of
the record, call number, and so on).

B. On the search list he writes:
¢ The record searched, information found, and
information not found (for example, “no birth date
for Simon”).
* A document number he assigns for each photocopy
he makes or receives.



THE RESEARCH PROCESS

Bill’s ancestor: Simon Haley about 1973 Martinsburg, West Virginia
name death date death place

Your ancestor: ,
name death date death place

A

. Social Security Death Index (see page 28)

Bill finds the following birth information about
Simon Haley:

— Birth date: 8 Mar 1892

Bill now has Simon’s birth date, but no birthplace.
Simon’s record also contains his Social Security
number. This will be useful if Bill decides to order
Simon'’s Social Security application for steps 1C or 2C.

Social Security Birth Death Place where death
number date date benefit was sent

FamilySearch™ U.S. Socis

Security Death Index
30 September 2000

Select recapd to download - Maximum S

\

O Simon HALEY [
Birth Date: 8 Mar 1892
Death Date: Aug 1973
Social Security Number: 431-24-8757

State or Territory Where Number Was lssued: Arkansas

Death Residence Localities
ZIP Code:
Localities:

BE104
Kansas City, Wyandotte, Kansas

Simon Haley’s record in the Social Security Death Index at
www.familysearch.org

FIND YOUR ANCESTOR’S FULL BIRTH DATE AND BIRTHPLACE. Bill looks for Simon Haley in the following records:

B. Death record (vital records) in West Virginia

(see page 31)

e Bill orders Simon’s death record from the vital records
office of West Virginia. The death record gives this
information about Simon Haley’s birth:

— Birth date: March 8, 1892

— State of birth: Tennessee

Bill has found Simon'’s birth state, but no county

or town.

Simon’s death record also lists information that may
help Bill complete steps 2 and 4:

Parent’s names and birth states: Alex Haley,
Alabama; Queen Davis, Alabama

Simon’s full death date: August 19, 1973

Simon’s death place: Martinsburg, Berkeley County,
West Virginia

Cemetery location: Little Rock, Arkansas

Funeral home and address: R. N. Horton Co.

(in Washington, D.C.)

Social Security number: 431-24-8757
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Family Group Record

If typing, set spacing at 1 1/2 Page of
[ Husband Last See "Other
Lyzandy Alcxanrd@r s Haley ey
Born (day month year) Place .
Aug 18645 ., Alabama, USA LDS ordinance dates Temple
Christened Place Baptized
Died Place Endowed
Buried Place Sealed to parents
Married Place . Sealed to spouse
& Oct 18681 , Hardin, Tennessee, USA &
Husband's father Last
Given name(s) name [] Deceased
Husband's mother Maiden
Given name(s) name D Dz
©
S Wife Maiden { See "Other|
' — !
2 ¥y Queen e Davis EEEE
g Born (day month year) ’ﬁaoe iy . - F—
< 18568 . . .Alabama, USA i
@ Christened Place Baptized
o
3 Died Place Endowed
o
= Buried Place Sealed to parents
Wife's father Last
Given name(s) name [ Deceased
Wife's mother Maiden
Given name(s) name [] Deceased
Children List each child (whether living or dead) in order of birth. LDS ordinance dates Temple
1| Sex | Given R Last See "Other|
F [name(s) AHH’@ name Ha I€y O marriages”
Born (day month year) Place Baptized
Apr 1662 .. .Tennescee, USA
Christened Place Endowed
Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married ‘Place Sealed to spouse
2| Sex | Given Last See "Other|
_ M. [name(s) COHWav name Ha /8\/ O marriages”
2 Born (day montrgea9 fPlace Baptized
[} ov 168 ., .lennessee, USA
g Christened Place Endowed
So
88 Died Place Sealed to parents
£%
S Spouse Last
= Given name(s) nam
<2 ame
° - Married ‘PBCE Sealed to spouse
s&
S
So 3 Given A Last See "Other|
= E V name(s) 5/I’HOH A I@Xéi ﬁdﬁf” name Ha I@\/ O marriages"
& o Born (day month year) Place e Baptized
B B Mar 1892 Savannah, Hardin, Tenne: LUSA
s Christened Place Endowed
=
& Died Place ) Sealed to parents
19 Aug 1975 Martinsburg, Berkeley, West Virgina, USA
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place Sealed to spouse
Select only one of the following options. The option you select applies Your name
to all names on this form.
0 Option 1—Family File Send all
names to my family file at the Temple.
Address
0 Option 2—Temple File Send all names to any temple,
and assign proxies for all approved ordinances.
Option 3—Ancestral File Send all names to the
[[J computerized Ancestral File for research purposes only, not
for ordinances. | am including the required pedigree chart. Efons) EEErEae]
( )

Front of family group record

Published by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 10/93 Printed in USA 31827

Sources of i Add further i
1A. Social Security Death Index

on attached sheets as necessary.

1B. West Virginia State Department of Health, Simon Haley death certificate, cert. O11480
1C. Social Security Administration, Simon Haley Social Security $5-5 Application

2. See 1B.

3. 1900 U.S. Census, Savannah, Twp., Hardin, Co., Tennessee, Dwelling 3, Family 3.
4. Hardin Co. Tennessee Clerk, Alex Haley & Queen Davis marriage cert., Vol. 3, p. &7.

Note: Please take every reasonable step to see that the information on this form is as accurate and complete as practical. This will help maintain the integrity of Church family

history files and reduce duplication of temple ordinance work.

Back of family group record
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C. Social Security application (see pages 26-27)

* Bill uses Simon’s information from the Social Security
Death Index (step 1A) to order a copy of Simon’s Social
Security application. This application gives:

— Full name: Simon Alexander Haley

FuII name Blrth date

tHEARY RY A MeENd
INTERNAL REVENUE SERVEE
1 Revised June 1%4a)

[lc-i IT“H SHO'l'lD BIHIIED!P« " 'I"H(IHFQ!Ml o

— Birth date and place: 8 Mar 1892, Savannah, Hardin, Tenn.
— Place of residence: Pine Bluff, Arkansas
— Parents’ names, including his mother’s maiden name:
Alexander Haley, Queen Davis
¢ Bill now has the town and county of Simon’s birth.

Birthplace Address

PLIJS! P!!NT UIT‘C IDII OI l.l“. TYPEWRI

Sy M_a_l‘/

w( “E!"S FIRST HAME

r

FULL MAME UNDER WHICH YOU WORK, IF nnnf!("ui‘n IM NAME JHOWN IN ITE

(MARRIED WOHAN—FOR MIDDLE NAME. GIVE LAST HAWE BEFORE MARRIAGE: FOR LAST NAME. GIf
3.

YES

- X r ¥ . >
KLR'S FRESENT HOME ADDRESS\(STREET #

A. HAVE YOU EVER BEFORE HAD A SOCIAL SECURITY ACCOUNT NUMBER CARDT MO __ N i o o
CCKE W) 'h“:l'l AKD F AMSWER 5 Yﬁ" ENTER JIUACE AND DATE OF C RIGINAL FILING
5, & "} W 7 tdﬂ‘é
[lﬁ.m‘ ------ ul'[wllll’ll (DAY) (YEAR) lm TO LATER m“l‘a} I OF BIATH 1w
8. sex: MALE FEMALE ___ 9. COLOR OR FACE: WHITE ___ KEGRO OTHER ___ 10, warmen __ sinGie 4 moowen [ prvorcen )
(CHECK (J') WHICHY (CHLCK () WHICH) (SPECIFY) (CHECK (§) WHICH) /"~ 3
L A
12 m : =3
BUSINESS ADDRESS OF PR ER (STREET AMD RUMBER) - -
- i it
SRS [ Fe——" mi =g
wOTHRE 28 Ul MaME MARRTIGL NEGARDLISS OF WHETHER Livieeg O OLAD
1 e - 16. HOW WERE YOU 1AID? e e ;
LAST FULL TIME JOB ENDEID-—LAST OC}"IHON-- LAST INDUSTRY (SEE INSTRUCTIONS? SPECIFY (EXAMPLES: “DAILY WAGE.™ “SALARY,™ “COMIISSION. T “FIECEWORK )
4 '/ .
17. L_—é..-_ﬂfﬂ/__x__ . 18, MM _/' -
DATE SIGNED APPLICAHT'S WRITTEN Sl‘ﬂﬁu | 3 IFIRST HAME) (MIDDLE INITIAL Y (u“ MAME} P 5
RETURN COMPLETED APPLICATION TO, CH SECURE INFORMATION ON HOW TC FILL IN APPLICATION FROM. NEAREST IAL SECURITY .rt
BOARD FIELD OFFICE. THE ADDRESS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM LOCAL POST OFFICE ; -3

Social Security application of Simon Haley

E (see 1B above). He goes to step 3.

E pages 16-21) for Simon’s family members.
¢ Bill knows that Simon Haley was born in 1892 in
Tennessee and that his father’s name is Alexander. Bill

chooses to search the first Tennessee census after Simon’s

birth—the 1900 census. Using the instructions on pages

16-21, he searches the census index and then the census.

On the census microfilm he finds names, birth months,
and birth years, ages, and birth states for Simon, his
parents, three brothers, and a sister (see page 6):

Alec, Aug 1845, 54, Ala.

Queen, 1858, 42, Ala.

Frelan, Jan 1879, 21, Tenn.

Abner, Sept 1880, 19, Tenn.

Annie, Apr 1882, 18, Tenn.

Conway, Nov 1887, 12, Tenn.

Simon, Nov 1892, 8, Tenn.

LEARN THE NAMES OF YOUR ANCESTOR’S PARENTS. Bill already found Simon’s parents’ names in Simon’s death certificate

FIND THE NAMES, BIRTH YEARS, AND BIRTH STATES OF YOUR ANCESTOR’S FAMILY MEMBERS. Bill now searches census records (see

¢ Bill analyzes the information and notices:
— The oldest child, Frelan, had parents born in
Tennessee, but Alec and Queen were born in Alabama.
— Abner, the second child listed, is 19, and Annie, the
third child listed, is 18, but Alec and Queen have been
married only 17 years.
® On his search list, Bill makes a note to verify birth
information for Frelan, Abner, and Annie and marriage
information for Alex and Queen.
Bill looks for the names of more family members in
other censuses but does not find the names of any more
children born to Alex and Queen.

Aftican American B



THE RESEARCH PROCESS

NAME RELATION. PER&).\'AL DESCRIPTION. NATIVITY.
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1900 census enumeration of Alec (Alexander) Haley and family, FHL film 1241576. Simon is the youngest child listed in the household.

FIND THE FULL NAMES AND MARRIAGE INFORMATION FOR YOUR ANCESTOR’S PARENTS. Bill searches marriage records for
Simon’s parents’ marriage information (see page 32.)

* Bill learned from the 1500 Name of groom Name of bride Marriage date
census that Simon’s parents,
Alex and Queen, lived in gﬂ”, ar either 0[ gﬂ”, Are hereby authorized to solemnize the BITES 0F MATRIMONY lctween
Hardin County, Tennessee, &/ ; > _ ‘
and that their oldest child ___\_Agé.;.ﬁ_ =/ mé prar and QC,W/ Ak c_,__,{--/--,- A

was born in Tennessee. He
finds the marriage record,

which gives: PROVIDED ALWAYS, that the Rite of Matrimony be solemnized in this Coynty; otherwise these shall
— Names: Alex Haley and

Queen Davis
- Marriage date and place: the purpose uforesaid, more than though the same had never been praygl or granted, ete.

. ’;_ - "
8 Oct 1881, Hardin County, Given at the Clerk's Office of said County, this— f; f day of Q0 i 188
Tennessee . .
¢ Bill learns from the marriage . } /{_ K;-L L_' //_.'. /.
record that the “Number of ’ COUNTY COURT CLERK,

years married” information
on the 1900 census is wrong,.
Alex and Queen had been married 19 years, not 17, in 1900. Bill
notes on his search list to verify the parents of Freelan and Abner.

Marriage record of Alex Haley and Queen Davis, Simon’s parents

Summary: Bill has found birth and family information for Simon in three kinds of records (Social Security Death Index, death
record [vital records], and Social Security application). He has found family information in the 1900 census and marriage
information in Simon'’s parents’marriage certificate. Using other censuses, he can assume that he has probably found most
members of this family. To find more family information, he could search other records described in this guide.

REPEAT STEPS 1 THROUGH 4 TO FIND ANOTHER FAMILY.

With the information he has, Bill can start searching the Social Security Death Index for the death dates of Abner and Frelan.
He can then continue using steps 1 through 4 to verify their relationship to Alexander and Queen. Then he can use the same
steps to search for the parents, brothers, and sisters of Alexander and of Queen.

You can use the steps to find your ancestor’s family.

6 African American



THE RESEARCH PROCESS

Search List

Ancestor’s Name: Simon Haley

Date of | Location or Description of source Comments (purpose of search, results, Doc.
search | call number (author, title, year, pages) years and names searched) number
I\/I7ar Internet Social Security Death Index, Simon born & Mar 1892. Applied for 1
2001 www.familysearch.org SS# in Arkansas. SS# 431-24-8757

I\/I7ar Internet Family History Library Catalog Flace Search for West Virginia death Nil
2001 www.familysearch.org records, 1973. None listed.

/\/I7ar Internet www.vitalrec.com Frinted order form for West Virginia ~
2001 death records.

l\/lgar N West Virginia vital records office Ordered Simon’s death cert. (Received 4
2001 23 Mar,)

I\/Igar Internet www.findagrave.com Little Rock Nat’| Cem. (501-324-6401) 2
2007 Simon b. 3/8/1892. May have more infol

I\/gr N Little Rock National Cemetery, FEK. Miller Funeral Home, Fine Bluff. Cem. 3
20071 501-324-6401 will mail copy of record. (Rec. 19 Mar)

l\ﬁr N Directory Assistance, 1-411 Found phone number of a F.K. Miller ~
2001 Mortuary in Fine Bluff.

/\Er . PK. Miller Mortuary, Clerk said Simon's body handled there, Nil
2001 870-535-1012 but records show no other information.

52 N Simon’s death record Record shows another funeral homel ~
20071 (Arrived today) R. N. Horton Co. Fun. Home, Wash., D.C.

Search list for Simon Haley’s records
Tips

Use a search list to remember:
* Which records you have already searched.

* What names, name spellings, and information you searched
for in the record.

* Where you filed copies of records you found. Give each
photocopy of a record a document number. Record the
number on your list. The search list then serves as a handy
table of contents for your files.

¢ Clues and ideas of other places and records to search.

How to use a search list:

e Use one search list per family (that is, father, mother, and
their children).

e Use a pen (pencil will smear and fade).

* Write enough source information so that you or others can

find the record again if necessary.

* Write down each name and event you search for.

¢ Photocopy, number, and file the records you find.

1. Photocopy each record.

2. Write a document number on the record.

3. Write the document number on the search list.
4. File copies in order by document number.

5.To find a record in your files, find the document number
on your search list; then find the record.

Aftican American 7



THE RESEARCH PROCESS

Timelines

A simple handwritten timeline of dates, places, and events as you find them can help you know where to look for records.

Simon A. Haley's Timeline

1681 | Farents married in Hardin County, Tennessee (marriage record)

1900 Lived as a child in Savannah, Hardin County, Tennessee (census record)
1941 | Social Security application from Fine Bluff, Arkansas

1972 | Died in veterans’ hospital in Martinsburg, West Virginia (death record)
1973 | Funeral home in Washington, D.C. (death record)

1973 | Burial in Little Rock National Cemetery (death record)

This timeline shows dates and places for records of Simon Haley's family
Tips

If you cannot find your African American ancestor in the
records on the first try, do one or more of the following:

* Look in separate “colored” registers or in the back of
“white” registers.

* Look in “white” registers, where African Americans with
light skin may be listed.

e If your ancestor isn’t in the index to a record, look in the
record anyway. African Americans may not be listed in
the index.

¢ If you cannot find a name, ignore the surname because
some African Americans changed their surnames. Search
again, focusing on given names, ages, and relationships.
For example, Ben and Sarah Bishop are listed in the 1870
census as Ben and Sarah McDaniel and in the 1880 census
as Ben and Sarah Hoody.

* Look for other places where your ancestor may have
moved. Interview relatives and study maps to see where
the family might have gone.

* Be diligent. You may have to search many kinds of records
to find your ancestors.

8 African American



HELPS FOR FINDING RECORDS

Finding Places

Knowing where your ancestor lived, died, and was buried is key to finding records about his or her life and family.

Records of Simon A. Haley and his family originated from the following places.

Name of groom Name of bride Martiage date
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0 /PN i i,
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Relation Mather's Father's Mother's
head of Birth Marital Years Mother's children Birth birth
hosahald Nameshovsahtd (0 €0 b G5 o) € T 6B e

reevinms auwars. dhatibe Ml of Motrimeny be asde in dhia €

bl el sl ted shesl] st b ool sy Frivimes e st

e pieguins forvadid, mare than dhosph o1 v bevis ey

v b the €'hork's Ehflon of maid Coounty, this

Marriage record of Alex Haley and Queen Davis, Simon’s parents
1881 Hardin County, Tennessee s

County records office has the 1900 Savannah, Hardin County,
parents’ marriage record.

Tennessee
U.S. census record shows Simon’s
parents and family.

County, Temnessee. Simon i the youngest hild i this household.

Full name _ Birth date _Birthplace _Address
& ~

Social Security application (5-5) of Simon Alexander Haley, 1931

1973 Arkansas

Social Security Death Index shows
Simon’s Social Security number was
issued in Arkansas.

Birth date  Date and place of death  Funeral home

Savannah

ARKANSAS
| Titfle Rock

4 Pine Bluf

pAT==2122 g T ecom gy e 1

1973 cemetery record for Simon A. Haley

1973 Little Rock, Arkansas
Cemetery record is from the Little
Rock National Cemetery, where
Simon was buried.

Death date  Full name  Children

Simon A. Ilulgf,
College Edlyfnlor
Special to/the Commerial
MARTINSBURG, Virginia
Simon Alexander Haley for-
merly of Pine Bluff, died
Wednesday at the Veterans ter, Mrs. Lois Blackstone of

TENNESSEE

Social Security application (55-5) o Simon Alexander Haley, 1941,

1941 Pine Bluff, Arkansas
Simon Haley’s Social Security

application shows that Simon lived
in Pine Bluff.

Administration Hospital here.
He had been head of the
Agriculture  Department  at
Arkansas AM&N College, now
the University of Arkansas at
Pine Bluff for more than 15
years.

He was born in Tennessee in
1892, a son of the late Alex and
Queen Haley. He graduated
from Lane College at Knoxville
and did further study at A and\T
College in Greensboro, Non}\
Carolina. He\ had served in
World War 1 amg was a former

Annapolis; 11 grandchildren;
and two great-grandchildren.
Funeral services will be at
2 p.m. Saturday at P. K.
Miller Mortuary at Pine
Bluff. Burial will be Monday
in the National Cemetery at
Little Rock. \Pallbearers will be
members |\ of Sanfield
Grady Post 401.

The family will be at the
home of a fosle( son, Mr. and
Mrs. Archie Nixon at 1102 East
Harding Avenue, Rine Bluff.

\

\

Birth date and place Parents’ names Cemetery

Obituary for Simon A. Haley in the Pine Bluff Commercial, 24 August 1973

1973 Pine Bluff, Arkansas
Obituary is in Pine Bluff Commercial

newspaper.

Full name Dzalhplane Birth date  Death date

SnclaISecumynumher Funeral home Parents’ names  Cemetery location

Death certficatefor Simon Haley from the West Virginia State Vital Records Office

1973 Martinsburg, West Virginia
State death record shows that Simon
died in the veterans’hospital.

4 Martinsburg ,

lashington D.C.

WEST ’
VIRGINIA

432 RECOR]Z DF/ Iy RAL

Death place umnvlm Mother's name _ Father's name

1973 Washington, D C
R. N. Horton Funeral Home has a
record for Simon.
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HELPS FOR FINDING RECORDS

Finding Places

To find your ancestor’s U.S. records, you need to know where your ancestor was and Tips for finding places

who kept the records. For example, your grandparents’ marriage record may have

been kept by the town, county, or state government where they were married. * ii?:?g:;:ﬁat some families

You may need to search four place levels to find the records you need: « If you don’t know where your

ancestor was at a specific time,
see:

1. National or federal
records and indexes
— Your family records.
— A national, every-name index
such as the indexes to the
1880 or 1930 censuses or the

United States
Social Security Death Index.

2. State records
— Later records that might help

you find earlier records. For
example, a census or death
Arkansas record may give a birthplace.

3. County records

Jefferson County

4. Town records

ing Bluff @
e Pine Bluff

You usually need to know the town to find cemetery, funeral home,
or obituary or newspaper records.

To find a record in the Family History Library Catalog, use

the Place Search (see “Using the Family History Library Tips for finding counties

Catalog” on page 11). Type United States or the name of the e To find counties in the 1800s and 1900s (because county
state, county, or town. The following table shows, in order, borders often changed), see:
which place level is likely to have each type of record. 1790-1920 Map Guide to the ULS. Federal Censuses,
- - : 1790-1920, by William Thorndale and William
To find this record type  Search for records of: Dollarhide (FHL book 973 X2th)

Shows county borders during each census year.

1776-1994 AniMap County Boundary Historical Atlas (The
Gold Bug) (FHL CD-ROM 861)

Shows changes in county borders in 48 states

Cemetery records The town, county, or state of the
cemetery where your ancestor
was buried. Some cemetery

directories are available. since 1776.
Census (federal) The state where your ancestor 1872 The Monitor Post Office, Banking and Shippers’
records lived. Guide by Edwin W. Bullinger (FHL film 1002373,
item 1)

Funeral home records The town, county, or state where

Lists the parent county of towns, villages, and
the funeral was held. Some P J vitag

. - post offices in 1872.
zljlr;iell;lil}el'ome directories are 1884 The Nutiqnal Guazetteer: A Geographical Dictionary
of the United States, by Leo De Colange (FHL

Obituaries The town or county where the book 973 E5c 1973; fiche 6046725)
(or newspapers) person died or where the family Lists parent county of towns in 1884.

had lived. 1991 Township Atlas of the United States, by Jay Andriot
Social Security Death www.familysearch.org. You can (FHL book 973 E7an 1991)
Index search with or without a state. Shows township and county borders in 1991.
Social Security The Freedom of Information e To f]:.‘[‘ld modern towns an<.i their counties, se.e a road at%as.
applications Officer. It is helpful to give birth ¢ To find county records using a Place Search in the Family

History Library Catalog, type the name, but not the word
county. For example, for Hinds County, type:

Vital records (birth, The county, then the town, Place
marriage, death) then the state where the birth, Part of

marriage, or death took place.

and death dates and places.
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HELPS FOR FINDING RECORDS

Family History Library and family history centers

Most records in this guide are available at the Family History
Library in Salt Lake City, Utah, and through its family history
centers around the world. To find a family history center
near you, see www.familysearch.org. Most centers are in
church buildings and have limited hours.
These instructions will guide you through resources at
family history centers. If you need to find the same records at
other archives, you can ask for specific help there. At a family
history center, you can:
¢ Get instructions from the staff on how to use the Family
History Library Catalog, a microfilm reader, and other
basic research tools.

¢ Order microfilm or microfiche copies of most records by:

1. Finding the film or fiche number in the Family
History Library Catalog.

2. Filling out a Microfilm and Microfiche Order Card
(34310).

3. Paying a small fee to cover postage.

Note: When the film arrives, you must use it in the

center.

¢ Order photocopied pages of an indexed book, CD-ROM,
microfilm, or microfiche that is not available at your local
family history center by:

1. Finding the call number in the Family History Library
Catalog.

2. Filling out a Request for Photocopies form (31768).

Note: You may request information about a single name
or several names.

Using the Family History Library Catalog

To find any record available through the Family History
Library system, look in the catalog for titles, descriptions,
and call numbers. Use the Place Search or Keyword Search
(see page 12) to find records described in this guide.

Find the catalog at www.familysearch.org. Click Library,

and then click Family History Library Catalog to see the
main menu. (The catalog is also available on CD-ROM.)

Place Search

Use the Place Search to find records of a town, county, state,
or country.

For example, to find cemetery records for the town of
Jackson, Mississippi:

1. From the main menu, click Place Search. On the Place
Search screen, you will see:

Plac I
Part of (optional) |:|

2. In the Place field, type the town: Jackson
In the Part of field, type the state: Mississippi
Click Search. You will see a list of places.

3. Click the place you want. Places are listed from largest to
smallest (state, county, town). For example, the listing
for Mississippi, Jackson, is for Jackson County.

To select the town of Jackson, click Mississippi, Hinds,
Jackson. A list of topics will appear.

4. Click the topic you want: Cemeteries. A list of titles will
appear.

5. Click a title to learn more about it. Information about the
title will appear.

6. Look for the following:

In the Notes section, see if the record use is restricted.
(A restricted record cannot be sent to a family history
center.)

For a book or CD-ROM, find the call number. (Books
and CD-ROMs are not available through family history
centers.)

For the microfilm or fiche number, click View Film Notes.
If the film or fiche number includes an item number,

write it down. The item number tells you which item to
search on the film.

7. On your search list, write the title and author. Also write
the film or fiche number, CD-ROM number, or call
number, which you will use to order the record or order
photocopies.
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HELPS FOR FINDING RECORDS

Keyword Search

A Keyword Search is available on some versions of the
catalog. If you know the exact name of a funeral home
or cemetery, you can use a Keyword Search to see if the
Family History Library has a copy of its records. For
example, to find records of the Little Rock National
Cemetery:

1. From the Family History Library Catalog main menu,
click Keyword Search.

2. Type the name of the funeral home or cemetery:
Little Rock National Cemetery.

Click Search. A list of titles will appear.

3. Click the title you want: Little Rock (Arkansas)
National Cemetery burial roster. The Title Details
screen will appear.

4. Look for the following;:

In the Notes section, see if the record use is restricted.
(A restricted item cannot be sent to a family history
center.)

For a book or CD-ROM, find the call number. (Books
and CD-ROMs are not available through family history
centers.)

For the microfilm or fiche number, click View Film
Notes.

If the film or fiche number includes an item number,
write it down. The item number tells you which item to
search on the film.

5. On your search list, write the title and author. Also write
the film or fiche number, CD-ROM number, or call
number, which you will use to order the record or order
photocopies.

12 African American

Using microfilm

At this time most records in the Family History Library
system are on microfilm. Staff members can help you use
a microfilm reader.

Tip

When you are searching a microfilm of several books, make
sure you are in the right book. Three or four separate books
may be on a single microfilm. If your book is item 3, it would
be the third item or book on the microfilm. Look for title pages
and ending pages to find where a record begins and ends.

F

GEIWOD COETINT [MSCRIPTIONS

Jwsksen, Nisds County, Misslssippi

Compiled Jamanry 1940
Thomas 7. Tdley and Erms lee Hidley
454 Wext Porter 51,, Jaskson, Mise,

This frame marks the beginning of
an item (or book) on the film

This frame gives the title for the
microfilm

This frame marks the end of an item

on the film

Frames from microfilm of Mississippi Cemetery Records, which includes
record books from various cemeteries (FHL film 14837)


http://www.familysearch.org/eng/Library/FHLC/frameset_fhlc.asp

INTRODUCTION TO RECORDS

Records timeline

The chart below shows the time period covered by each of the records described in this booklet. It also gives page numbers
where you can learn more about these records.

1870 1880 1890 1900

1920 1930 1940 1950 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000

B"-th See “Vital Records,”
.29 and “Vital

records Igecoracllr;: Birtlha,l” p. 30.

Cemetery

records See pp. 14-15.

Census

records (federal) sce pp. 16-21.

D e ath See “Vital Records,”
.29 and “Vital

records Eecorzr;: Dealtle\l,” p- 31

Funeral home

records See pp. 22-23.

H See “Vital R ds,”
Mar"age pé§9 arlu:i1 “V?tca(irl'{gcords:
records Marriage,” p. 32.
Obituary
records See pp. 24-25.
Social Security
applications See pp. 26-27.
Social Security
Death Index See p. 28.

Terms and symbols in this booklet

Book Only microfilmed copies of books in the Family
History Library can be loaned to family history
centers.

Internet Records and other information are available
on the Internet.

CD-ROM Records on CD-ROM are available at the
Family History Library. A few are also available at some
family history centers or for purchase through Salt Lake
Distribution Services (see “Where to Order or
Download Publications,” on page 33).

Microfilm or microfiche Records on microfilm or
microfiche at the Family History Library can be ordered
from Salt Lake Distribution Services (see “Where to
Order or Download Publications” on page 33) and
used at a family history center.

Finding Aids A finding aid is any resource that can
help you find a record, an archive, or record keeper or
help you find your ancestor in a record.

Indexes An index is a list of the records or names
available in a larger record. An every-name index for

a location (such as the 1880 or 1930 U.S. census index)
can be one of the quickest, most useful tools for finding
an ancestor.
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CEMETERY RECORDS

1865—Present

Case Study

Bill wants to find Simon Haley’s o
cemetery record. He knows
Simon was buried as a veteran
in a national cemetery in Little
Rock, Arkansas.

1. Bill searches the Family
History Library Catalog for
cemetery records and orders
the record at a family history
center.

a.In the Family History
Library Catalog, he clicks o
Place Search. In the Place
field he types Little Rock.

In the Part of field, he ®
types Arkansas.

b.On the Results screen .
he clicks Arkansas,
Pulaski, Little Rock. *

¢. On the Place Details screen
he sees topics for Little Rock
and clicks Cemeteries.

d.On the Topic Details screen
he clicks Little Rock
(Arkansas) National
Cemetery burial roster.

e. On the Title Details screen

Use cemetery records to:

Find reliable death dates and other
information.

Find family members buried in the same
cemetery.

Find children who died young and were not
listed in other records.

Content

Most African American cemetery records were
created after 1865. They may contain:

Birth date. ¢ Occupational information
Death date. (such as military service).
Place of birth or * Religion.
death (rarely).  ® Associations joined (such
Age at death. as a school fraternity,

. . Freemasons, and so on).
Relationships of

family members. e Parents’ names (rarely).

Tips

¢ Try to find the original sexton’s records, which
usually have more information than published
cemetery records or indexes.

¢ Ask for a map of burial plots, and see if any

Searching Cemetery Records

Before searching you must know:

® Your ancestor’s name.

¢ A death date (exact if possible, but at least an
approximate year).

* Place of death (town or county).

e Name of cemetery where buried.

Located at:

¢ Family History Library and family history
centers

e Public libraries (often in one-of-a-kind
transcripts of local cemetery records)

¢ The cemetery where your ancestor was buried

Family History Library Catalog:
There are four ways to search:

¢ Place Search (town):
Place |

Part of | [name of state or county] |

[name of town] |

Topic to choose: Cemeteries
¢ Place Search (county):

Place |

Part of |

[name of county] |

[name of state] |

Topic to choose: Cemeteries

e Place Search (state):

he clicks View Film Notes
to find the film or fiche
number. He writes film
number 6067446 on his
search list.

(continued on next page)

relatives are buried near your ancestor. Place |

Part of | |

Topic to choose: Cemeteries

[name of state] |

® Look at tombstone inscriptions for information
not found in cemetery records.

* Keyword Search
(on some versions):

Name Blrth date Date and place of death Funeral home |

[name of cemetery] |

CEME RY

Search steps:

HALEY, Simon A. SGT LITTLE ROCK NATTONAL 1. To find cemetery records in
. R . Division, h -
DATES OF SERVICE ?ﬁiﬁ.’.‘iﬁﬂ.‘.’,fa oty R REMAINS your ancestor’s area:
ENLISTMENT SEP ARATION ] péTiRED CREMATED . . .
a. Look in the Family Histor
28 Apr 1918 | 19 Mar 1919 | O oo on ac U.S. ARMY i Cotal y y
[Eww: Ow ] korEA OTHER (Spacily) STATE EWBLEM (Check ome) [ peamew [ ormen(Specil 1 r?ry atalog.
TENNESSER KX crmistian [ none b.See “Cemetery Records:
DATE OF BIRTH | DATE OF DEATH |DATEOF INTERMENT GRAVE LOGATION DEFTH Cg":‘;“" DB, RE, SR Finding Aids” on
MO DAY| YEAR | MO DAY YEAR | MO DAY | YEAR | SECTION GR E NUMBER GRAVE D VAULT :u VERIFIED NOK 2. Write the authOI', title, and
Mar |8 |1892 hs 19 1973 h! 27 1973 16 1429 S'CL [ none | NOT VERIFIED call number of each source
MNAME AND ADDRESS OF NEXT OF KIN OR OTHER RESPONSIBLE HEADSTONE OR MARKER ORDERED qjqa'l?& % N
P ERSON (Include zip code and rolationship) - on your
3. Order the record and
search it.

REMARKS (Authority for interment, disinterment) SHIPPING POINT FOR MEADSTONE (Nearost freight station)

AUTH: Telecom USAMAA dated 27/ Ang 73
Agreement for Burial om file

Little Rock, Arkansas

RELIGIOUS DENOMINATION OF DECEDENT

Protestant

HNAME OF CHAPLAIN OFFICIATING AT BURIAL SERVICE
Rev/ T.C. Evans

SIGNATURE OF SUPER ::ﬁvgﬂ

JACK A. MORRIS s

RECORD OF INTERMENT 2
(TM 10-287)

PLACE OF DEATH (Clty and State)

Kartins West Virginia

NAME AND ADODRESS OF FUNERAL DIRECTOR

P.K. Miller Pumeral Home

204 Esst 2nd St.

Pine Bluff, Arkansas 71601
FORM

DA."2%.2122

1973 cemetery record for Simon A. Haley from Little Rock National Cemetery

REPLACES DA FORM 2122, 1 OCT 61, !UPPLI‘S
OF WHICH WILL BE USED UNT‘I_ 1 No\l‘
UNLESS SOONER EXHAUSTED.
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CEMETERY RECORDS: FINDING AIDS

To find cemetery records and locations, see:

@ www.findagrave.com
e Lists over 150,000 U.S. cemeteries
¢ Includes maps to cemeteries
® Links to record transcriptions of 60,000
cemeteries
¢ Is searchable by name of person

Simon A Haley

Learn about removing the ads from this page!

Birth: Mar. 8, 1892 s
Add a photo =55
2 for thig percon I?Szﬂ

Death:Aug, 19, 1973

Burlal: Little Rock Mational
Cemetery
Little Rack
Pulaski County
Arkansas, USA
Plot: 16, 1429

V7% Leave Howere and é"ﬁ
a nofe for thie parcon <

Record added: Mar 4 2000

Simon A. Haley’s burial listing at www.findagrave.com

www.cemeteryjunction.com

e Lists over 38,000 U.S. cemeteries

* Gives cemetery addresses

¢ Gives links to transcribed cemetery
records

To find books and periodicals that have cemetery
records, see:

Periodical Source Index (PERSI),

1999—present, at www.ancestry.com

* The most comprehensive index to article
titles in U.S. genealogy and local history
periodicals

e Fee charged; free at the Family History
Library and family history centers with
Internet access

m Index to United States Cemeteries, by the

Genealogical Society of Utah, 1988.

(FHL films 1206468-94)

* Gives cemetery locations and call
numbers of cemetery records at the
Family History Library, including
periodical articles, which are not listed
in the Family History Library Catalog.

* Arranged by state, county, and cemetery
name.

To find cemetery addresses or phone numbers
only, see:

m Cemeteries of the United States: A Guide to
Contact Information for U.S. Cemeteries and
Their Records, 1994. (FHL book 973 V34ce)
e Lists over 22,000 U.S. cemeteries

(operating and inactive)
* Gives:

— Location or mailing address

— Phone and fax numbers

— Clerks’ contact information

— Years of operation

— Religious and other affiliations
¢ Alphabetical by state, county, and

cemetery name

* 517 * Little Rock National Cemetery
2523 Confederate Blvd.

Little Rock, AR 72206

Phone: (501)324-6401

Fax: (501)324-7182

Don Mallick, Contact

Alvin J. Sander, Director

Years of Operation: 1867-Present.

(continued from previous page)

f. He orders this film. It will

arrive at the family history
center in 10 days.

2. Bill searches the record.

a. On the microfiche he finds

Simon Haley’s name. He
writes down Simon’s death
date, cemetery section, and
grave number. (See the
illustration of the cemetery
roster at the bottom of this
column.)

b. Because no birth informa-

tion is given, Bill looks at
the beginning of the ceme-
tery roster book to find the
address and telephone
number of the cemetery.
He copies the information
on his search list.

. He calls the cemetery. He

learns more information is
available and requests a
photocopy.

d.When the photocopy

arrives—listing Simon’s
birth, death, and burial
dates—Bill writes a
document number on
the copy.

3. Bill records the information
he finds.

a. On the family group record

he writes Simon’s birth

Ownership/Governance: Under the
jurisdiction of the National Cemetery System,
Department of Veterans Affairs. Affiliations:
National cemetery. Services: open 24 hours for
visitaiton; office hours are 9 am.-5 p.m.
Cemetery Records: housed on-site; searches
by appointment; and by office personnel only;

and death information and
source information.

b.On his search list he
records the results of his
search and the document
number he gave the
cemetery record.

Locality: 7.5, States, i
Article Title: Bayou Me Ty

Periodical: Arkansas Family Historian

Volume: 1 Number: 3 (September 1962)

Record Type: 8

Locality: T3, States, KRENEEr IRHERR
Article Title: Bethel Cemetery (Selected)
Periodical: Arkansas Family Historian
Volume: 2 Number: 2 (October 1963)

Record Type: @020,

Cemetery listings from Cemeteries of the United States

Locality: T3, States, KRENEEr IRHERR (FHL book 973 V34C€)

Record Type: @020,

Article Title: Cato Methedist Church Cemetery N
Periodical: Arkansas Tamily Historian Name Date of Death Section  Grave No.
Volume: 23 Number: 2 (Tune 1991} HALEY ANDREW (CIVIL WAR) JAN 28 1918 6 6194
Cemeteries from Pulaski County, Arkansas, from the it oy 100 2 %
Periodical Source Index (PERSI) HALEY SIMON A AUG 19 1973 18 1429
HALEY TEDOY A SEP 15 1976 16 1264
The Cemetery Record Compendium: Comprising g Moy atee - poa0
a Directory of Cemetery Records and Where HALL AUGUSTA UL 311993 20 219

Cemetery roster showing Simon Haley in the Little Rock (Arkansas)

They May Be Located, by John D. Stemmons : >
National Cemetery Burial Roster (FHL fiche 6067446)

and E. Diane Stemmons, 1979. (FHL book

973 V34s; fiche 6126201)

e Lists cemetery records at the Family
History Library as of 1979, including
periodical articles, which are not listed
in the Family History Library Catalog.

¢ Alphabetical by state, county, town, and
cemetery name.
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CENSUS RECORDS

1870-1930

Case Study

Bill wants to learn about
Simon’s family in census
records. He knows Simon’s
father’s name is Alexander.

He also knows that Simon was
born in 1892 in Tennessee. He
decides to search the 1900 U.S.
census of Tennessee.

1. Bill searches an index, in this
case the 1900 Soundex Index,
for Alexander Haley (see
“Census Indexes: Soundex”
on pages 20-21).

a. He determines the
Soundex code for Haley,
which is H-400. He writes
the code on his search list.

b. To find the Soundex film
number, he looks in the
Family History Library
Catalog and clicks Place
Search.

c. In the Place field he types
Tennessee. Then he clicks
Search.

d.On the Place Search
Results screen, he clicks
Tennessee.

e. On the Place Details screen
he clicks Tennessee -
Census - 1900.

f. He browses the titles and
clicks Tennessee, 1900
federal census: soundex
and population schedules.

g.0On the Title Details screen
he clicks View Film Notes.
He sees that Soundex code
H-400 is on film 1248612.
He writes this number on
his search list.

h.On the Soundex film he
finds an Alec Haley with
a son named Simon who
was born in 1892.

i. He photocopies the
Soundex entry.

j- On his search list he writes
that the family is in Hardin
County, enumeration
district 33, sheet 1.

2. With the Soundex Index
information, Bill now finds
the census film for Hardin
County, Tennessee.

(continued on next page)
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Use census records to:

Tips

¢ Learn the names of family members during a census year.

¢ Learn an ancestor’s town or county of residence. This leads
to other records, such as vital records of a town or county.

¢ Find a state of birth for an ancestor and his or her parents.

* When using the 1870 census,
look for the second filming,
which is usually easier to

read. In the Family History
Library Catalog, the Film

Content Notes that describe each
census film will say (1st) or
1870 1880 1900 1910 1920 1930 (2nd) in the description.
Names of all household e The 1890 census was
members X destroyed.
Age X * Search for your family in
every available census to
Birth month and year X find additional children, in-
Birthplace (state) X X X X X L, (giene e, e
other members of a
Birthplace of parents (state) X X X X changing household.
Marital status (single, * When you find your family,
married, widowed, or X X X | X photocopy the whole census
& cll ! page or ask your family
e history center for a form to
Number of children born copy census information.
to mother and number still X e U.S. census records are
living opened to the public 70
) years after they are taken.
Occupation X | X X X | X
Relationship to head of
household X X X X
Residence (town and
county) X | X X X X
Searching Census Records Search steps:

Before searching you must know:

® The name of the head of household (usually the
father). If the father is not listed, search for the
mother. (For the 1880 and 1930 censuses, you can
search for any name—father, mother, or child.)

¢ The state where the family lived. Most indexes
cover only one state.

Located at:

¢ Family History Library and family history centers

* National Archives (see www.archives.gov for
addresses of regional branches)

¢ State archives

¢ University libraries and some large public libraries

Family History Library Catalog:
Place Search:
Place [name of state]

T —

Topic to choose: Census - [Year]

1. Search a census index.

a. See “Census Records: Indexes” on pages
18-19, and find the census year you want.
b.In the index, find the name and write down

the county and page number or enumeration
district (E.D.) and sheet number.
2. With the index information, search the census film
at a family history center.

a. In the Family History Library Catalog find the
film number for the county and page or
enumeration district you need.

b.Order the film.

c. On the film, find the county and page number
or enumeration district and sheet number.
Many census pages have two page or sheet
numbers. For the 1870 census, use the stamped
number; for later censuses, use the handwrit-
ten number.
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CENSUS RECORDS

1870-1930
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1900 census record for Alec Haley family in Savannah, Hardin County, Tennessee. Simon is the youngest child in this household.
(FHL film 1241576)
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CENSUS RECORDS: INDEXES

1870-1930

Use census indexes to:

* Quickly learn where your ancestor can be found in
a census.

® Quickly find almost any ancestor and where he or she
lived (if there is an every-name, national index, such as
the 1880 and 1930 U.S. Census Indexes).

Content
Content varies according to the index you are using.

e Most indexes contain minimal information, such as a
county or enumeration district, a town or ward, and a
page number where your ancestor can be found in the
census (see the 1900 Soundex index sample on page 20).

* Some indexes contain expanded information about
heads of households.

¢ A few every-name indexes contain extensive informa-
tion about all household members and their neighbors
(see the 1880 census index sample on page 19).

Tips

* Some census indexes do not include African Americans. If
you cannot find your ancestor in an index, search the
census line by line for your family.

¢ At family history centers and libraries, ask a staff member if
a census index book, CD-ROM, or Web site is available for a
city, county, or state you are searching.

¢ To find the most current census indexes, see
www.census-online.com.

Searching Census Indexes

Before searching you should know:

® The name of your ancestor or the name of the head of
household (for head-of-household indexes).

¢ The state where your ancestor lived at the time of the
census (helpful, but not essential for national indexes).

* The Soundex code (for Soundex indexes) for your
ancestor’s surname (see “Census Indexes: Soundex” on
pages 20-21).

Census indexes are located:

¢ At the Family History Library and family history centers.

¢ On the Internet.

¢ At the National Archives (see www.archives.gov for
addresses of regional branches).

¢ At state archives.

® At university libraries and some large public libraries.

To find census indexes in the Family History Library Catalog,
use the Place Search (for indexes in books, CD-ROMs,
microfilm or microfiche):

Place [name of state]

S —

Topic to choose: Census - [Year] - Indexes

18 African American

1870 census indexes

African Americans in the 1870 U.S. Federal Census,
Heritage Quest, 2001 (FHL CD-ROM 388)

Use this index to find:

e African American heads of households.

e Males over 50.

¢ Females over 70.

¢ Household members with a different surname than
the head of household.

¢ A family’s town, county, and state of residence.

Located at:

¢ Family History Library and some family history
centers

* Some university or public libraries

@ AIS Microfiche Indexes of U.S. Census and Other Records,
by Ronald Vern Jackson

Use this index to find:

¢ Heads of household from Alaska, Arizona, Colorado,
Dakota Territory, Idaho, Minnesota, Montana, Nevada,
New Mexico, Washington, and Wyoming,.

Located at:

¢ Family History Library and many family history
centers (ask for help to find where the fiche are kept)

@ www.genealogy.com
Use this index to find:
* Heads of households for all states.
¢ Links to 1870 census images.

Fee charged.

1880 census indexes

1880 United States Census Index
at www.familysearch.org

This is the best index to the 1880 census. Use this

index to:

¢ Find almost anyone listed in the 1880 census. Lists
all members of the household.

¢ Locate ancestors when you do not know their state
of residence. This index covers the entire United
States; most indexes cover one state only.

1880 United States Census and National Index

The CD-ROM version of the 1880 census index listed
above.

To order:

e Call the Church distribution center at 801-240-2800.

¢ Visit www.familysearch.org. Click Order/Download
Products.

1880 U.S. Census Soundex Index (see “Census
Indexes: Soundex” on pages 20-21)

This is a head-of-household index limited to those
households that had children born between 1869 and
1880.
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CENSUS RECORDS: INDEXES

1870-1930

Household:
Name HelationMarital Status Gender [RaceAgeBirthplacelOccupationf-ather's BirthplacgMothers Birthplace

Silas WOODRUFF Self M Male B 62 SC Farming - -
Rena WOODRUEE Wife M Female MU 35 AL Keeping H. --- -
Andrew WOODRUFFE  Son S Male B 13 AL At School SC AL
Alexander WOODRUEFE Son S Male B 9 TN At School SC AL
James WOODRUFFE Son S Male B 8 TN At School SC AL
Cornelia WOODRUFEF Dau S Female B 5 TN SC AL
JohnW. WOODRUFF Son S Male B 1 TN SC AL
Richard WILLIAMS Other S Male B 24 TN Farm Hand --- -

Source Information:

Census Place Savannah, Hardin, Tennessee
F amily History Library Film 1255260

NA Film Number T9-1260

Page Number 34D

1880 United States Census Index at www.familysearch.org, Silas Woodruff household record. (There is no 1880 household record for Alex Haley and Queen
Davis because they married in 1881.)

1900 census indexes At other libraries and family history centers, ask for
@ 1900 Soundex Indexes (see “Census Indexes: book indexes for specific states.
Soundex” on pages 20-21) 1910 census indexes for New York on CD-ROM
Use the 1900 Soundex indexes to find: Available at the Family History Library only.

e Heads of households in all states (search by state). Use these indexes to find:

Located at: * Heads of households in upstate New York. (FHL
e Family History Library and some family history CD-ROM 842)

centers * Heads of households for New York City. (FHL
e National archives and its branches CD-ROM 841)

e Large libraries

@ www.genealogy.com
Use this index to find:
e Heads of households for all states.
e Links to 1900 census images.

1920 census indexes
1920 Soundex Indexes (see “Census Indexes:
Soundex” on pages 20-21)

Use the 1920 Soundex indexes to find:
* Heads of households in all states (search by state).

Fee charged.
Located at:

1910 census indexes ¢ Family History Library and family history centers
@ 1910 Soundex Indexes (see “Census Indexes: o Natione.al arc'hives and its branches

Soundex” on pages 20-21) * Large libraries

Use the 1910 Soundex indexes to find: @ www.ancestry.com

e Heads of households in some states. Use this site to find:

Located at: ¢ Heads of households for all states.

¢ Family History Library and some family history * Links to 1920 census images.

centers Fee charged; free at the Family History Library and
* National archives and its branches family history centers with Internet access.

* Large libraries 1930 census index

www.genealogy.com

Use this index to find:
e Heads of households for all states.
e Links to 1910 census images.

www.ancestry.com

Use this site to find:
¢ Any name in the 1930 census.

¢ Links to 1930 census images.

Fee charged. Fee charged; free at the Family History Library and

‘.l\ Various 1910 book indexes family history centers with Internet access.

At the Family History Library, use book indexes to find:
* Heads of households. See the Family History
Library Catalog for the available state indexes.
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CENSUS INDEXES: SOUNDEX

Use Soundex Indexes to:

Learn where your ancestor can be found in a census.
Soundex Indexes list surnames by Soundex code. This code
groups surnames by sound, not exact spelling. For example,
the surnames Stewart, Stuart, and Steward have the same
code and appear together in the index.

Searching Soundex Indexes

Before using Soundex you must know:

* Your ancestor’s name.

¢ The census year and state you want to search.

* The Soundex code for your ancestor’s surname (see the
chart on page 21).

Located at:
¢ Family History Library and family history centers
e Large libraries

Search steps:

1. Determine the Soundex code for your ancestor’s surname
(see “Converting a surname to a Soundex code” on page 21).

2.In the Family History Library Catalog, find the number for
the correct Soundex film (see “Finding the right Soundex
film” on this page).

3. On the film, find your ancestor’s Soundex code, then search
for the given name (given names are alphabetical within the
code group).

4. Copy all the information you find (you may need every
detail for your census search).

Tips for the 1910 Soundex Index

* Some major cities and counties have their own indexes. For
example:

—In Alabama: Birmingham, Mobile, and Montgomery
—In Georgia: Atlanta, Augusta, Macon, and Savannah
—In Louisiana: New Orleans and Shreveport

—In Pennsylvania: Philadelphia County

To find film numbers for city indexes in the Family History
Library Catalog, you must search under the name of the
state, not the city:

1. Use the Place Search:

Place [name of state]

Part of

2. 0On the Place Search Results screen, click the state.

3. From the list, click on [state] - Census - 1910.

4. On the Topic Details screen, click the title.

5. On the Title Details screen, click View Film Notes.

6. On the Film Notes screen, look for city indexes after the
Soundex film numbers for the rest of the state.

Finding the right Soundex film

After you have your ancestor’s Soundex Code, find the
Soundex film.

1. In the Family History Library Catalog, click Place Search
and type the state where your ancestor lived.

2. On the Place Search Results screen, click the state.

3. From the list, click the census year you want: [state] -
Census - [year].

4. On the Topic Details screen, click the title you want.

5. On the Title Details screen, click View Film Notes. Scroll
to your ancestor’s Soundex code (on the left side of the
screen) and write down the microfilm number (on the
right side of the screen).

Soundex code Race Name Enumeration district State Location in Census

2 _u,_..ZQ_.._
uut._?_-___.

T

el Conr i B s

T ihouAR )

1900 Soundex Index entry for Alec Haley, Simon’s father (FHL film 1248612)
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CENSUS INDEXES: SOUNDEX

Converting a surname to a Soundex code

Converter on the Internet
www.bradandkathy.com

The quickest way to convert a surname to a Soundex
code is to use the automatic converter on this site.
Click Genealogy, and then click Yet Another Soundex
Converter.

Steps to do it yourself

Instructions Examples Your ancestor’s surname

1. Write the family surname in the far right ASHCROFT = ASCROFT
column of this chart, but omit the letters CARWRIGHUT = CARRIGT
H and W if they are not the first letter.

2. Write the first letter of the surname in ASCROFT = A-
the first blank. CARRIGT = C- -
3. Cross out the remaining vowels ASCRQFT = A-SCRFT
(A,E, I,O,U,orY). CARRIGT = C-RRGT
4. If there are any double letters, CRRGT = C-RGT
cross out one of them.
5. If there are any consonants side by side ASCRFT = A-SRFT

with the same code number (see the
Soundex Code Key below), cross out all
but one of those consonants.

6. Using the Soundex Code Key below, ASRFT = A-261
assign a Soundex code to the first three CRGT = C-623
of the remaining letters. Soundex codes
have one letter and three numbers.

7. Stop coding after you have three Your ancestor’s
numbers. If a name does not have Soundex code __ -
enough numbers, add zeros to make
three digits. For example, the Soundex
code for Haley is H400.

Soundex Code Key

Letter in surname Code
B,PLEV
CSKGJ,QX Z
D, T
L
M, N
R

QG| =W | DN|-
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FUNERAL HOME RECORDS

About 1880—Present

Case Study

Bill wants to find the funeral
home record of Simon Haley,
whose funeral was in August
1973 at the Horton funeral
home in Washington, D.C.

Use funeral home records to: Tip
¢ Find an accurate death date and place.

P If the funeral home won’t send you a record that
lists living relatives, ask the clerk to photocopy
the record and cross out the names of living

relatives before sending you a copy.

¢ Find the names of your ancestor’s parents
(especially helpful for married women).
¢ Learn where your ancestor is buried.

1. Bill requests the record. Content

a. Bill searches
www.switchboard.com
and finds the phone num-
ber of Horton’s Funeral
Service. He writes the
number on his search list.

b.He telephones the funeral
home and asks the clerk to
look for Simon’s record.

c. Bill asks the clerk to send
him a copy of the record.
He writes a document
number on it.

2. Bill reads the record and

writes any new information:

a. On the family group
record he writes family
information and source
information.

b.On his search list he
records the results of his
search and the document
number he gave the
funeral record.
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Few pre-1880 funeral home records are available.
Records vary widely, but they may contain:

¢ Full name and age at death.
Death date and place (town, county, state).
e Birth date and place (town, county, state).

¢ Names of parents, including mother’s
maiden name.

¢ Birthplaces of parents (town, county, state).

® Sex, race, occupation, or Social Security
number.

e Home address.

e Marital status (single, widowed, married,
divorced).

e Cause of death (if the death was caused by
accident, murder, or rare disease, there may
be a newspaper report).

¢ Name of person who provided information
for the record (funeral records are more
reliable when the person is a close relative of
the deceased).

* Name of person who paid the mortician’s
bill (usually a relative or friend).

¢ Name and religion of clergyman who per-
formed the funeral (leads to church records).

¢ Cemetery name and place (city, county,
state) and burial plot number (this can help
you find gravestone and cemetery records).

Searching Funeral Home Records

Before searching you must know:

e The full name of the individual at death (for
women this includes the married surname).

e The date of death or burial.

e The town of death or burial.

Located at:

e Family History Library and family history
centers

¢ Large public libraries

¢ Funeral homes

In the Family History Library Catalog, try these
three searches:
e Place Search (town):

Place |

[name of town] |

Part of |[name of county or state]|

Topic to choose: Funeral homes
e Place Search (county):

Place |

Partof |

[name of county] |

[name of state] |

Topic to choose: Funeral homes

¢ Keyword Search

| [name of funeral home] |

Search steps:

1. See “Finding Aids” on page 23 to find the
name of the funeral home.

2. Telephone the funeral home to request a search.
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FUNERAL HOME RECORDS

About 1880-Present

Full name Occupation Death date Birth date

432

Order given by, urial Vault or Box e

Embalming Body.... SRS | I et

How secured...

B b $ H D (Nam: n[%mhllmer}

arber, $.... air Dressing, S| s ]
If Veteran, I%‘ War.... Dressing Body, $. .......Underwear, $..
Occupation £ Suit or Dress. ...

Employer and Address..

'(State Kind and Color)
Sllppt:y{ : Hose, $ .. R
5 ¢ Death L2 Foldirig Chairs, $ BN 515 Y1 |1 (o
ate o ath& 67

| Candelabrum, $ ... Candles, $ ... ...

Date of Births- Door Spray, $ ............Gloves, $.........cccoooonn.,

. Funeral Car, $.... ... Ambulance, $..................
Name of Father --------- | Limousines to Cemetery ... @ $ SR
His Bicthplace: . ... e N | Extra Limousines....auiiiua i@ Ficiinimiiiisiiiinlloerrmrammene|msisess
blace (’x ; | Autos to R. R. Station .. SIS (71 SRR S | Bl Ig
Maiden Name of Mother /a5 w76 Tealgranarneny Getting Remains from . 2 RS A | IR O
Hip Birthplace | Taking Remains to /t&’fj o A L - —
& Trip to Coroner's Inquest..... N ST | P P! SRueny
Date of Funegdersze 720/ /5 0 S o0 o W07, Delivering Box to.... ... R | FURVSHSS [y

= j A > | Deliver Flowers to

Sickieaci a ------ Removal Charges ..%Aﬂm Z‘/MCQ‘

Clergyman.. A=4 R SN o e Procuring Burial Permit. .
Religion of the-Deceased, . £ G Sy N . Cextif. Copies of Deen:lt'lS “c'fe’:?fﬂgé?g ?\Tls;;w ...........
Birthplace. Z;-D/'f .................... L e Pall Bearer Service, $ (B;epg;%bﬁwscfog b
Bastdaden theS P‘Zﬁ e\ i Gross TotalMor Sales Tax ... ....oo.8 L
f __________ ; /&4 - forLoh L
Lu‘c
CZse of Death Ren al of ;j'-ént .\ FTer}:{:cE?;i \s}aultg B

Death place Birthplace Mother’s name Father’s name

Funeral home record for Simon A. Haley, Horton’s Funeral Service, Washington, D.C., August 21, 1973

FINDING AIDS
To learn the names, addresses, and phone numbers of funeral - [ Yellow Book of Funeral Directors, National Directory of
homes near your ancestor’s place of death, see: = Morticians. (FHL book 973 U24y)

American Blue Book of Funeral Directors, National * Arranged by state, then city, then funeral home

Funeral Directors Association, biennial. www.switchboard.com
(FHL book 973 U24a) ¢ Arranged by state, then county or town
e Arranged by state, then city, then funeral home ¢ Funeral directors are listed according to their

distance from your ancestor’s place of death
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OBITUARY RECORDS

About 1900-Present

Case Study

Bill wants to find Simon Haley’s
obituary. He knows that Simon’s
funeral was in Pine Bluff,
Arkansas, in August 1973.

1. Bill checks the library in Pine
Bluff for obituary records.

a. To find libraries in
Pine Bluff, he looks at
www.switchboard.com
and writes the phone
number of Pine Bluff
Library on his search list.

b.He telephones the library
and asks how to get a copy
of an obituary. He learns
that the librarian will
search the records for him
(for a fee). The librarian
sends him a copy of the
obituary.

c. When the obituary comes
in the mail, Bill writes a
document number on it.

2. Bill writes down the
information he has found
in the obituary.

a. On the family group record
he writes new family
information and records
the source, including the
newspaper date, volume,
and page.

b.On his search list he
records the results of his
search and the document
number he gave the
obituary.
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Use obituaries to:

Find information about your ancestor, such
as birth, marriage, death, and burial.

Learn the names of family members, such as
parents, spouse(s), children, brothers, and

sisters.

Content

A few obituaries were published in the 1800s,
but the practice became common only after 1900.
Obituaries range from one-line death notices

to biographies of several paragraphs. They

may give:

Full name (including maiden name for

women).

Death date and place.
Burial date and place.
Parents” names.

Occupation.

Membership in religious or charity groups.

Biographical information.

Places of residence.

Names and places of residence of surviving

children and grandchildren.

Tips

* Some people had more than
one obituary. If you find a
short death notice, look for
a longer obituary in a later
newspaper.

* Small-town newspapers often
print more detailed obituaries
than larger newspapers do.

* Newspapers sometimes report
the gathering of relatives
during an illness or after a
death. If you don’t find an
obituary for your ancestor on
his or her death date, search
the newspaper for two weeks
before and two weeks after.

* Look for newspapers at the
newspaper office or a library
in your ancestor’s town. The
Family History Library and
family history centers have
indexes to obituaries and
newspaper collections, but
few actual records.

Searching Obituary Records

Before searching you must know:

* Your ancestor’s name at death (including a
woman’s married surname).

® Your ancestor’s approximate death date.

¢ The town or county where your ancestor lived
or died or where the funeral occurred.

Located at:

e Public libraries or newspaper offices (see
“Obituary Records: Finding Aids” on page 25)

¢ Family History Library and family history
centers (primarily indexes)

Place

Family History Library Catalog
¢ Place Search:

[town or county]

Part of

Topics to choose: Obituaries or Newspapers

Search steps:

1. Find newspaper obituaries from a library in

the town of your ancestor’s funeral.

a.Find a library at www.switchboard.com and
write down the telephone number.

b.Call the librarian, and ask if he or she will
search obituaries and send you a copy or
lend obituary records to your local library.

c. Ask which records are likely to have your
ancestor’s obituary.

d. Ask what information you need to request
the copy or an interlibrary loan.

Death date

Wednesday at the Veterans
Administration Hospital here.
He had been head of the
Agriculture Department at
Arkansas AM&N College, now
the University of Arkansas at
Pine Bluff for more than 15
years.

He was born in Tennessee in
1892, a son of the late Alex and

Carolina. He had served in
World War I and was a former

Full name

Children

both of Washington and Alex
Haley of Kansas City;

daughter, Mrs. Lois Blackstone
of Annapolis; 11 grandchildren;
and two great-grandchildren.

Funeral services will be at
2 p.m. Saturday at P. K.
Miller Mortuary at Pine
Bluff. Burial will be Monday
in the National Cemetery at
Little Rock. \Pallbearers will be

members of Sanfield
Grady Post 401.
The family will be at the

home of a foster son, Mr. and
Mrs. Archie Nixon at 1102 East
Harding Avenue,

Birth date and place Parents’ names Cemetery

Obituary for Simon A. Haley in the Pine Bluff Commercial, 24 August 1973
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OBITUARY RECORDS: FINDING AIDS

About 1900-Present

The easiest way to find an obituary is to telephone the
library in the town of your ancestor’s death or funeral. Ask
the librarian if he or she will search the records for you or,
if not, loan the records to your local library.

To find telephone numbers of libraries in your ancestor’s area,

@ www.switchboard.com

* Arranged by state, then county or town
e Libraries are listed according to their distance from a
given address, such as an ancestor’s place of death

To find newspapers and obituary indexes in your ancestor’s
area, see:

m Obituaries: A Guide to Sources, 2nd ed., by Betty M.
Jarboe. (FHL book 973 V43j 1989)
e Lists over 3,500 sources of obituary indexes and
abstracts
¢ Arranged by state, then author or title
* An appendix describes obituary indexes at major
libraries in 18 states

@Newspapers in Microform: United States, 1948-1983,

Library of Congress, 1984. (FHL book 011.35

N479s; film 1145942)

e Arranged by state, then town

e Lists newspaper title, years of operation, parent and
spin-off papers, and places where microforms are
available

m Gale Directory of Publications and Broadcast Media, annual,

4 vols., Gale Research. (FHL book 970 B34a)

e Arranged by state, then town

e Lists addresses and telephone numbers of current
newspapers and publishers

Tip
Most newspaper publishers will not search their files for you,

but some will photocopy an article if you can provide
a specific date and event.

PINE BLUFF#, pop. 56,576.

SEC AR. Jefferson Co. 45 mi. SE of Little Rock, on Arkansas
River. University of Arkansas at Pine Bluff. Pine Bluff Conven-
tion Center. Manufactures lumber, agricultural machinery,
wood products, cotton pickers, electric transformers, pillow
cases, bed sheets, fumiture, paper bags, & cartons, chemi-
cals, aluminum & steel casting, archery equipment, newsprint,
jumbo barges, towboats. Cotton market and livestock; cotton
oil mills; cotton compresses and warehouses; stockyards.
Pine, gum, oak timber. Agriculture. Cattle, hogs, cotton, rice,
soybeans.

) 1367 Pine Bluff Commercial

Donrey Media Group

300 Beech St. Phone: (501)534-3400
Pine Bluff, AR 71601 Fax: (501)543-1455
Publisher E-mail: cdexpress@telepath.com

General newspaper. Founded: 1881. Freq: Mon.-Sun.

(mom.). Print Method: Letterpress. Cols./Page: 6. Col.

Depth: 293 agate lines. Key Personnel: Jane Ramus, Editor;

Donald W. Reynolds, Publisher; Nancy Donaldson, Advertis-

ing Mgr. Subscription Rates: $78 individuals. Remarks:

Accepts advertising.

Ad Rates: GLR: $.49
BW: $1,5642.24
4C: $1,842.24
SAU: $12.24

Circ: Mon.-Sat. 18,300
Sun. %19,217

White Hall Journal - See White Hall

$ 1368 KCAT-AM - 1340
PO Box 8808 Ehone: (501)534-5001
Pine Bluff, AR 71611-8808

Format: Urban Contemporary; Religious. Networks: Ameri-
can Urban Radio. Owner: J.B. Scanlon, at above address..
Founded: 1963. Operating Hours: Continuous; 10% net-
work, 90% local. Key Personnel: J.B. Scanlon, Contact.
Wattage: 1000. Ad Rates: $12-16 for 30 seconds; $15-20 for
60 seconds.

Newspapers in Pine Bluff, Arkansas, as listed in the Gale Directory of
Publications and Broadcast Media (FHL book 970 B34a, 1987)
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SOCIAL SECURITY APPLICATIONS

1936—Present

Case Study

Bill wants to find the Social
Security application of
Simon Haley, who died

19 August 1973.

1. Bill searches the Social
Security Death Index using
the directions on page 28.

2. Bill requests a microprint of
Simon’s SS-5 card.

a. He photocopies the
request form on page 27.

b. He fills in the blanks in the
form with the information
he knows.

c. He mails the form, fee, and
Simon’s proof of death to
the Freedom of
Information Officer.

3. Bill receives Simon’s
application and writes a
document number on it.

4. Bill reads the application
and writes down the new
information he finds in it.

a. On the family group
record he writes family
information and source
information.

b.On his search list he
records the results of his
search and the document
number he gave the Social
Security application.

26 African American

Use Social Security applications to: Tips
¢ Find your ancestor’s birth date and place

(city, county, state). e Search the Social Security Death Index first.

See page 28.
¢ Learn your ancestor’s parents’ names,

. > i * Social Security applications list some U.S.
including the mother’s maiden name.

residents who did not have citizenship.
¢ Trace where your ancestor lived.

¢ Find information on people who do not
appear in any other type of record listed in
this guide.

Searching Obituary Records

Before searching you must know:

* Your ancestor’s name.

¢ Other identifying information. (See the request
form on page 27. Give as much information as
you know.)

Located at:

* Office of the Freedom of Information Officer
in the OEA FOIA Workgroup in Baltimore,
Maryland

Content

The SS5-5 (Social Security application) may list
your ancestor’s:

¢ Full name at time of application.
¢ Full name at birth.

¢ Full birth date.

¢ Birthplace (city, county, state).

Search steps:
1. Search for your ancestor in the Social Security
Death Index, using the instructions on page 28.
2. Request a copy of your ancestor’s Social
Security application.
a. Photocopy the request form on page 27.
b.Read the form to see what fees and
information are required.
c. Fill in as much information on the form as
you can.
d.Mail the request form, the fee, and your
ancestor’s proof of death (if available) to the
address at the top of the form.

* Mailing address at time of application.
¢ Employer’s name and mailing address.
¢ Father’s full name (whether living or dead).

* Mother’s full maiden name (whether living
or dead).

Full name Birth date Address

Birthplace

ISTERNAL HEVENUE SHRviw
(Hevieed June 1900

ucnlrrusnﬂtlnllllucmu I THE INFORM AT

PLEASE rlmT lm]l [LLE-1] llit TYPiwRITL

" Staon

WO RCER'S FIRST NAME ?

o FULL WAME UNDEN WHICH TOU WORK, IF DIFTERENT FR 14 NAME SHOWN (M ITE R %, in E3ErT WOWE ADBAEHY (STRLET ¢ ?‘um

4. MAVE YOU EVER BEFORE HAD A SOCIAL SECURITY ACCOUNT KUMBER CAR -

T g S ey Py byt iy amnu_nunc
g
N . 5 £ - /S
‘mm‘ « o DATEOF BIATH JECT TO LATER m‘.l'm} 1 OF BlATH (14 I“'I
10, MaRRIED ___ SINGLE 4 imoowED __ ’_2__

B. sEx: MALE _ 9. COLOR ON FACE: WHITE NEG#O OTHER ___

FEMALE
(CHECK (J') WHICH!

%ﬂ BUSINESS ADDRLSS OF PRI {ﬂlﬂ'rm-v.lmm oD : ,
FATHIR'S ﬂl‘l.llulnu‘lormumn WOl 2 FULL mawut SEVORE MR ATHGL HIGANDLISS OF WHETHER LIVINE O DLAD 5

16. HOW WERE TOU FAID? __
LAST FULL TIMT )08 ENDED- usror. PATION- LAST INDUSTRY (SEE INSTRUCTIONS ! SPLCITY (EXAMPLES: “DAILT

AT TR 4 S —.Mﬁtfb{ /
APPLICANT'S WRITTEM SIGN. TFIRST NAME) (MIDDLE INITIAL Y

DATE HIGNED (LAST NAME)

RETURN COMPLETED APPLICATION TO, OH SECURE INFORMATION ON HOW TC FILL IN APPLICATION FROM. NEAREST
BOARD FIELD OFFICE. THE ADDRESS CAN BE OBTAINED FROM LOCAL POST OFFICE

(CHECH (Vl WHICH] T yseeniey) (CHCCH

Social Security application (55-5) of Simon Alexander Haley in 1941



SOCIAL SECURITY APPLICATIONS: REQUEST FORM

1936—-Present

Use this form to request Social Security information. See page 26. Provide as much information as you can.

Freedom of Information Officer

OEA FOIA Workgroup
PO Box 33022
Baltimore, MD 21290-3022

Dear sir or madam:

This is a Freedom of Information Act request for a microcopy of the SS-5 Social Security Application
of the following deceased individual:

Name of deceased Social Security number
Birth date Birthplace

Death date Death place

Father’s name Mother’s name

Proof of death (see enclosures)

Known places of residence

Please mail the microcopy to the address below. I understand the fee for this search is $27.00 for an
individual whose Social Security number is provided and $29.00 for an individual whose Social Security
number is not provided. I have enclosed $ for this search. If you require any
further fees or information, please contact me at the telephone number below.

Sincerely,

Name of sender Date

Address

Phone number
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SOCIAL SECURITY DEATH INDEX (SSDI)

1962—Present

Case Study Use Social Security Death Index to:

Bill wants to learn more about
Simon Haley, who died in 1973.

Tips
¢ Find birth and death information for 63

e Search using only a surname and a given
million U.S. residents who have died since

name. Middle names are not listed.

1. Bill searches the Social 1936. Most records are for deaths after 1962. e To find a woman. search first for her married
Security Death Index. * Find clues leading to the Social Security surname.
a.He (o tO applicatlon, Wthh llsts full birth dates and o Try different name spellings or nicknames
e parents’ names. (Elisabeth, Elizabeth, Liz, or Liza).
b. He clicks US Social . Content e If your first search fails, search again without
Security Death Index o ) , a place of death or without a death year.
: This index may list your ancestor’s:
(left side of screen).
c. He types Simon’s name e Name at the time of application.
and ceathyearand clicks o Full birth date. Searching the Social Security
earch.
* Social Security number. Death Index
R RN DER TR (HOER ¢ State of residence when Before searching you must know:
R it — _ the Social Security * Your ancestor’s name.
?::::: l::;érf:::cf;ﬁes?:.:l%:nc;s:“f ?‘:t TS o Socia ey number was issued. * An approximate death year (1936 or later).
ips on How to Search the Social Security Death Index
“First Name “Last Name (at time of deat) * Death month and year. Locatedfat: . N
[simen [hatey . ] * www.familysearch.org
Place (city, county, and ¢ Family History Library and family history
Event Year Range et state) where the last
21973 . . centers
State or Temtory of Residence at Death benefit was sent. This
lS:ﬂlit;I::unl Mumber . may or may not be the Search StePS:
I place of death. 1. go to l:/vw};/v.farnilysearch.org and click the
earch tab.
- [Searcn|[c
e vt s o zerch) (Gewr) 2.0n the Search for Ancestors screen, click US

Search screen Social Security Death Index.

d.On the results screen he 3. Type your ancestor’s name.
clicks Simon HALEY to 4. Under Event, select Death.
5. Provide the information you know (name,

see the full entry. -
state of residence at death, year of death, or

You searchsd for: Simon Haley, Death, 1973, Al States [refine search] Social Security number).
Exact Spelling: Off Prepare selected records for download 6. Click Search.

7.0n the results screen, click your ancestor’s

U.S. Social Security Death Index - 1 name to see a full record.

Select records to download - (50 maximum)

O 1. Simon HALEY - U.S. Social Security Death Index
Birth: 8 Mar 1892 State Where Number was Issued: Arkansas Death: Aug 1973

| Prepare selected records for download

Retum to top of page

Results screen
e. He prints a copy of the Name Social Security number Birth date Death date Place where death benefit was sent
record for his files and

a i ™ i 1
wrl'tesa document number Ind Vldual Recor FamilySearch™ U.S. Sotial Sgguggﬂi);aggrlgggé
@itz Select|record to download - Maximum>50
2. Bill records the results of his T
search on his search list and O Simon HALEY
on his family group record. Birth Date: 8 Mar 1892
Death Date: Aug 1973
Social Security Number: 431-24-8757

State or Territory Where Number Was Issued: Arkansas

Death Residence Localities
ZIP Code: 66104
Localities: Kansas City, Wyandotte, Kansas

Simon Haley’s record in the Social Security Death Index at www.familysearch.org
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VITAL RECORDS

Pre-1870-Present

Use vital records of births, deaths, and marriages to:

* Learn about an ancestor’s birth, death, or marriage in a
given town, county, or state. For specific information
about birth, death, and marriage records, see pages 30-32.

Tips

e Search first for your ancestor’s death record, then marriage
record, then birth record. Later records are more common,
more easily found, and contain more information.

® Because most vital records were kept by the county, search
county records first. Then search for town and state records
if they exist. For records in New England, search town
records first.

o If there are two forms of a record (such as marriage bonds
and marriage certificates), search both. Some forms have
more information than others.

® When ordering vital records, ask for a photocopy of the
original record. This will usually have more information
than a certified copy.

® Write down the names of any witnesses or informants on
the record. These are usually relatives or friends.

Searching Vital Records

Before searching you must know:

* Your ancestor’s name at the time of birth, marriage, or death.

* The state (and possibly the city or county) where the event
occurred.

* Approximate year of the event.

Located at:

¢ Family History Library and family history centers
* Town, county, or state archives (see www.vitalrec.com for
addresses, phone numbers, and fees)

In the Family History Library Catalog, try these two searches.
* Place Search:
Place |

Part of | |

Topics to choose: Vital records or Vital records - Indexes

[name of state] |

¢ Place Search:

Place
Part of |

Topics to choose: Vital records or Vital records - Indexes

|[name of county or town]|

[name of state] |

To search vital records on microfilm:

1. Check for an index (in the catalog or the record).

2. Find your ancestor’s name in the index if there is one
(try various spellings).

3. Write information about your ancestor’s record:
a. Book (volume) number or year of birth, marriage, or death.
b. Certificate or page number.

4. Find the record book and then the certificate or page.

FINDING AIDS

To find vital records offices, see:
www.vitalrec.com

Search for:

® Phone numbers and addresses of state and
county archives that keep vital records.

e Places where you can find birth, death, and marriage
records for a given year (town, county, or state).

e Fees charged by record offices.

Links to
information about
county records

Address and
telephone number

Availability and
fees for state
of state office records

West Virginia State Vital Records Office

;. Division of Health

chietk or man
ved many records

R
Type

Birth

re was a fire in 1921 that

F5.00  sinoe Jan i For aarll-rr cards, write 10 the Clerk of County Court in
b

here the birfh ccoured. Fees vary.

Death $5.00 since Jan 1917 Cicle

Fecy s should be afailable from the County Clerk in the
[ty where the ligense was [Ssusc

Marriage $5.00 since 1921

Divorce  $5.00 since 1963 Certified copies agg not available from the State office,

Index to West Virginia County Vital Records Offices

Same county offic
t-Df" of vital reco

cary vital records, o
and holdings m:

t offices for handling specific
@ numbars listed for each
e counity offices to chedk your best

po
ing the Information you resd.

Follow thig link to determine what county 8 city IS in.

Information about the West Virginia State Vital Records Office as shown on
www.vitalrec.com
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VITAL RECORDS: BIRTH

Pre-1870-Present

Use birth records to learn your ancestor’s:
¢ Full birth date and place.

Tips

e Birth records may not be as available as death records.

° 7
Parents’ names. ¢ To learn how to search birth records, see “Searching Vital

Content Records” on page 29.

® See the case studies for death records (page 31) and

marriage records (page 32). You can find birth records in a
e Full name of the infant. similar manner.

Birth records may contain:

¢ Birth date and place (town, county, and state).
® Parents’ names (including mother’s maiden name).

e Home address.

Name of Child

Sex of Child Color Date of Birth

Place of Birth

County of Birth Birth Attendant

Mother's Maiden Name

Mother’s Age Mother’s Place of Birth

Father's Name

Father’'s Age Father’s Place of Birth

Date of Registration File Number

Date Issued

This blank record shows what information may have been recorded on birth records in 1891
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VITAL RECORDS: DEATH

Pre-1870-Present

Use death records to learn your ancestor’s:
¢ Full death date and place.

¢ Birth date and place.

e Parents’ full names.

* Spouse’s full name.

Content:
Death records may contain:

e Full name at death.

* Occupation.

* Marital status (single, married, widowed, or
divorced).

¢ Parents’ names (including mother’s maiden
name).

¢ Parents’ birthplace (rarely included).
* Name of funeral home or cemetery.

¢ Name of the informant and relationship
between the informant and the deceased.

Case Study

Bill wants to find Simon Haley’s
death record. He knows Simon
died in West Virginia in 1973.

1. In the Family History Library
Catalog, Bill searches for an
index to West Virginia death
records.

a. He does a Place Search for
West Virginia.

b.From a list of topics he
selects Vital records -
Indexes. The catalog lists
no state death records, so
he must order the death
record from the West
Virginia state vital records
office.

2. Bill orders the death record
from the state vital records
office.

¢ Death date. ;
Tips
¢ Death place (town, county, state).

¢ Look for a death record before a birth or

marriage record. It is more likely to be available.

¢ Home address.
¢ Age at death.
¢ Birth date.

¢ Birthplace (town, county, and state).

¢ To learn how to search death records, see
“Searching Vital Records” on page 29.

Full name Birth date  Death date

Death place

Dist. Mo, 220
) ' % ATH a. On the Internet, he goes to
IYFE OR PRINY WM ceasto-Ramt Firt e Towt 133 OATEOF ,,;E;Q,-HA-&O—"_ www.vitalrec.com to find
Sou handbook for | | SINOH HALEY 5'-'8““ 19, 1973 the office address.
Imatrustions W"" Nw(le. P m;l:_?l : Under 1 yeer | Under 1 day_ n.n( O'III!N\IM'""! coumm'—— . .
g fesclty] A ves s:—'fm_ Dove ;:..-"_'. e | areh 8, 1892],, Berkeley b.On his search list, he

TNSIDE CITY LiMmITS «QIS]PITAI. oR DIH" TNSTITUTION-NAME (I not In sither, give sirest and number]

(Specify gy or nc)
Te. ﬁ,ﬂ I 7d,

TITIZEN OF WHAT COUNTRY | MARRIED, NEVER MARRIED,

WID b, DIVOQ U (1pecity)
U. S.As |t Hfvorced N
XIND OF BUSINESS OR INDUSTRY

TiTY, TOWN, OR (GCATION G DEATH writes the address and
phone number of the West
Virginia vital records office.

c. He phones the office and

Jauwal residence
whar . du;no: ™. Martinsburg
sicirred "tn oL | STATE GF BIRTH 11 por In
ution, give rerk name country}

anca’ Gaore "2 “tennesses 5
b 7 socm SECURITY NUMBER USUAL DCCUPATION (give kind o:dTulh do-.. during

Veterans Administrative Center
SURVIVING SPOUSE (i wile, giva malden neme)

9 mast of_working lile, svan Il retir i '
) 12._431-24-87-57 1. Profassor s, Teaching places a credit card order
RESIDENCE-S1ste County City, tawn, or locatien ::‘pse‘euilvc?:u‘r'm}s Strent and number for Simon’s death record
140, Md, \wMontgesery | Silver Spring | c. Y8 1. 13617 Northgate Dr. 5
= = *—'—-—“-'—rrr—m"'"""_ g .
o T HER-TANE ?Jﬁi’.‘i;c;:"“ o “w’m."::""n:‘::: bl .b:':'." 3. Bill receives the death record
"\15s. Alex Haley 15, AL8Dama 168, 18b, .
; Wat decaiiad evar in the U.5. armed forcest TNFORMAN % Aﬂbttv A. Center and writes a document
[Yer, no, ar unknown) II[ 1, glve war or dates of service) . L] b t He WriteS
17a. Yes orl I e Ve As Holpltal cords 1. Mar Wy number on it.
CAUSE OF DEATH |[anter pnl ol ause par line lor (a), IB), and c}] ronklmate Interval g g
39, Rart 1, DEATH WWAS CALSED BYs / _...___%.,.., %I‘......gi__'... down the new information.
EDIATE CAUSE ( insaihh_pulmmaxy_mn‘ iam 24 houra a. On the family group record
seperal grterioscleroels with / arteriosclerotic |, X :
. Due 10 (b) dany years . he writes new family
SEH aaring 1h 2 P}.momw and fiLaFis with 3 >
Iying “exuve laar, Dus_to ) _Many years information and source
Part I, OTHER SIGNIFICAR: i 'DIT!ONS: tenditions terliibuling 1o death bul nol relaled g cause given In part | (8] Am_ﬂ.?n wein Gindings . .
sufficiency; Diabetes mellitus. f\m; vl | considured In Gotarmining information.
20 No | 6 . .
CTGRRED Tamiar natare of Tniory In 5ar T o7 5ar T, b.On his search list he

OR UNDETERMINED |[specify)

).M:clmm, SUICIDE| HOMICIDE, | DATE OF INJUYHMFHI dey, year) | HOUR
i 21k, Te M.

records the results of his
search and the document
number he gave the death
record.

| 2.
 INJURY AT WORK

a specily yos or no)
2a.

[ ended he dacasmnd rom _MATCH 2, 1972

TR ;00 occvrng/dp]oSAM EDT

' )

LOCATION nlrul of R.F.D. Mo, city or fown, 18me]

FACTORY, OFFICE BLDG., ETC. (v ¥l
211,

FLACE OF IMJURY AT HOME, F%l STREET,

g,
,nAugunt 19, 1973 and that
a abovey snd 1o the benl of knowledge, from the m-.“ 1!‘:“.
lADI’.‘RHS + A Center 104
2. Martinsburg, WY 7.8/21/73

LOCATION

L8

CEMETERY OR CREMATORY

2db. e
FUNERAL HOME—-NAME AND ADD (ntrent or BED,

al
. day, yo#)

S srq\‘a:.;::\ QJJ

Soclal Securlty number

1Y sls On

1] 0 : Home
DATE SIGNED DATE REC'D

2. §/22/73 26s.

Funeral home Parents’ names Cemetery location

Death certificate for Simon Haley from the West Virginia State Vital Records Office
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VITAL RECORDS: MARRIAGE

1870-Present

Case Study

Bill wants to find the marriage
record of Alexander Haley and
Queen Davis, Simon’s parents.
He knows from the 1900 U.S.
Census (see pages 16-17) that
they lived in Hardin County,
Tennessee. Because he isn’t sure
which child listed in the census
is Alex and Queen’s first child,
Bill uses the “Number of years
married” information on the
census to estimate that they
were married no later than 1883.

1. Bill looks for marriage records
of Hardin County, Tennessee,
for the 1880s in the Family
History Library Catalog.

a. He does a Place Search for
Hardin, Tennessee.

b. He clicks Vital records.

¢. On the list of titles, he clicks
Marriage records, 1863-1914.

d.On the Title Details screen in
the Notes section, he reads
that most volumes are indi-
vidually indexed. This tells
him that an index of grooms
will appear in the beginning
of each book of records.

e. He clicks View Film Notes
and sees that marriages from
1874-1884 are on FHL film
981000.

2. Bill orders FHL film 981000,
and then searches the record.

a. On the film he searches the
index for Alex Haley. The
index says Alex’s marriage
record is in Vol. 3, p. 87.

b.He finds the marriage
record of Alex Haley and
Queen Davis. It lists 8 Oct
1881 as the marriage date,
which tells him that the
census record was incorrect.

c. Bill photocopies the record
for his files and writes a
document number on the
photocopy.

3. Bill records the marriage
information.

a. On the family group record
he writes the marriage date
and place and the source.

b.On the search list he records
the results of his search and
the document number he
gave the marriage record.
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Use marriage records to learn your ancestors’: e Marriage date and place (town, county,

* Full marriage date and place. and state).

* Whether bride or groom was previously

¢ Full names of bride, groom, and parents, i : )
married, widowed, or divorced.

including maiden names.
¢ Parents’ names, including mothers” maiden

¢ Possible county of residence at the time of
names (very rarely).

the marriage.

Content Tips

Marriage records may contain: * Look for a marriage record near the time
when and place where the first child
was born.

¢ Names of bride and groom (including
bride’s maiden name).
¢ To learn how to search marriage records, see

* Birth date and place (town, county, “Searching Vital Records” on page 29.

and state) of bride and groom.

¢ County of residence of bride and groom.

Name of groom Name of bride

Marriage date

RITES OF MATRIMONY letween

nizé the

Lo

of our County, agreeably to the direction of the Act of Assembly in|such case made and provided;

L and

(" P
A e %

PROVIDED ALWAYS, thatthe Rite of Matrimony be solemnized in this County; otherwise these shall
be null and void, and shall not be accounted any License or authoyity to you, or either of you, for

the purpose aforesaid, more than though the same had never been prayed or granted, ete.

N
F]
il

/il
Given at the Clerk's Office of said County, thig ... .° day of .. 0 F—

188
Y YWY .
e L LY andCAon
COUNTY COURT CLERK.

Hardin County, Tennessee, marriage record of Alex Haley and Queen Davis, Simon’s parents
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ADDITIONAL HELPS

African American Naming Customs

* Some African Americans may have changed their
surnames (see “Tips” on page 8).

What’s Next
o United States Research Qutline (30972)

¢ FamilySearch research outlines for the states where your
ancestors lived. Research outlines are available through
family history centers and at www.familysearch.org
(click Order/Download Products).

More about African American Research

® Black Roots: A Beginner’s Guide to Tracing the African
American Family Tree, by Tony Burroughs, 2001 (FHL
book 973 D27bt 2001)

¢ Finding a Place Called Home: An African-American Guide to
Genealogy and Historical Identity, by Dee Parmer
Woodtor, 1999. (FHL book 973 F2wd)

Archives and Libraries

Family History Centers

www.familysearch.org

800-346-6044 inside the United States and Canada
801-240-1000 outside the United States and Canada

Family History Library

35 N. West Temple Street, Rm. 344
Salt Lake City, UT 84150-3400
801-240-2331

National Archives

700 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Washington, D.C. 20408
202-501-5415

Fax: 301-837-0459

National Archives—Regional Branches
www.archives.gov/facilities /index.html

Tips for Latter-day Saints

To decide when to submit a family for temple ordinances,
consider the following:

* You may submit a family with minimal, approximate, or
incomplete information.

e If you submit a family with minimal information
(perhaps only approximate birth or death dates for the
parents), you can do all the sealings for that family.
When information is only approximate, duplication of
ordinances is more likely.

e If you continue to research until you find exact birth
dates for the parents (follow step 1 on page 3), this
information will:

— Give a more accurate temple record so that others
can find a common ancestor.

— Make duplication less likely.

— Make it easier to find information for earlier
generations.

Where to Order or Download Publications:

¢ Internet: www.familysearch.org
or www.ldscatalog.com

e Salt Lake Distribution Services:
801-240-3800 (Salt Lake City area)
Toll free 800-537-5971

All Family History Library publications are described
in Family History Materials List (34083).

African American 33
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Family G I'OU p Record If typing, set spacing at 1 1/2. Page of

Write date as: 4 Oct. 1896

w0

Write place as: Tryon, Polk, North Carolina, USA or

St. Martins, Birmingham, Warwick, Eng.

Husband Last [] See'Other
Given name(s) name marriages”
Bi th PI
om (day month year) ace LDS ordinance dates Temple
Christened Place Baptized
Died Place Endowed
Buried Place Sealed to parents
Married Place Sealed to spouse
Husband's father Last
Given name(s) name [] Deceased
Husband's mother Maiden
Given name(s) name [ Deceased
Wife Maiden O See "Other
Given name(s) name marriages”
Bi th Pl
om (day month year) ace LDS ordinance dates Temple
Christened Place Baptized
Died Place Endowed
Buried Place Sealed to parents
Wife's father Last
Given name(s) name D Deceased
Wife's mother Maiden
Given name(s) name [] Deceased
Children List each child (whether living or dead) in order of birth. LDS ordinance dates Temple
Sex | Given Last See "Other
name(s) name marriages"
Born (day month year) Place Baptized
Christened Place Endowed
Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place Sealed to spouse
Sex | Given Last D See "Other
name(s) name marriages"
Born (day month year) Place Baptized
Christened Place Endowed
Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place Sealed to spouse
Sex | Given Last D See "Other
name(s) name marriages"
Born (day month year) Place Baptized
Christened Place Endowed
Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place Sealed to spouse
Select only one of the following options. The option you select applies Your name

to all names on this form.

Option 1—Family File Send all
O names to my family file at the Temple.

Address
Option 2—Temple File Send all names to any temple,
0 and assign proxies for all approved ordinances.

Option 3—Ancestral File Send all names to the
[J computerized Ancestral File for research purposes only, not
for ordinances. | am including the required pedigree chart.

Phone Date prepared

Published by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints  10/93 Printed in USA 31827



of

Husband Last
Given name(s) name
Wife Maiden
Given name(s) name
Children List each child (whether living or dead) in order of birth. LDS ordinance dates Temple
Sex | Given Last O See "Other
name(s) name marriages"”
Born (day month year) Place Baptized
Christened Place Endowed
Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place Sealed to spouse
Sex | Given Last O See "Other
name(s) name marriages"
Born (day month year) Place Baptized
Christened Place Endowed
Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place Sealed to spouse
Sex | Given Last D See "Other|
name(s) name marriages"
Born (day month year) Place Baptized
Christened Place Endowed
Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place Sealed to spouse
Sex | Given Last D See "Other|
name(s) name marriages"”
Born (day month year) Place Baptized
Christened Place Endowed
Died Place Sealed to parents
Spouse Last
Given name(s) name
Married Place Sealed to spouse

Other marriages List other marriages and sealings of the husband, wife, and children on this form. List any necessary explanations.

Sources of information Add further information on attached sheets as necessary.

Note: Please take every reasonable step to see that the information on this form is as accurate and complete as practical. This will help maintain the integrity of Church family

history files and reduce duplication of temple ordinance work.
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Genealogy.com African-American Research

The majority of African Americans descend from slaves trafficked to the New World in
the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. Most lived within 300 miles of the Atlantic coast
between the Congo and Gambia rivers in East Africa. Since the Second World War, large
numbers have emigrated to the U.S. from the Caribbean, where their ancestors were
enslaved by the British, Dutch, and French.

Because most African tribal history is oral, rather than written, tracing African roots is
difficult, but not impossible. Alex Haley, the author of Roots, traced his ancestors to the
African continent. By examining slave sale records and advertisements, many may trace
their family history from Africa to their ancestor’s arrival in America.

Contacts and Sources

Afro-American Historical and Genealogical Society
P.O. Box 73086

Washington, D.C. 20056

Publications: Journal, AAHGS News

Web site: http://www.aahgs.org/

African American Genealogy Group
P.O. Box 1798

Philadelphia, PA 19105-1798
Telephone: (215) 572-6063

Web site: http://www.aagg.org/

The Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture
515 Malcolm X Blvd.

New York, NY 10037-1801

Telephone: (212) 491-2200

Web Sites

The World Wide Web offers many African-American history, culture, and genealogy
sites. Here are a select few to start. In Helpful Web Sites, you can find links to useful
resources about:

o Organizations
o Geographical resources

Christine's Genealogy Website
Christine's is a good general African-American research Web site. It offers a wide
variety of information, from selected lists of African-Americans in U.S. census
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records to freedmen's bureau records, slave entries in wills, and links to museums,
libraries, and historical societies that have African-American collections.

The Civil War Soldiers and Sailors System (CWSS)
Use this Web site to find out in which unit a particular soldier of African descent
served. You simply type in the soldier's name, and the database shows you the
matching records. For more common names, the searches can take some time, and
of course if there are multiple individuals with the same name, you still must
determine which individual is actually your ancestor, but it is a good starting
place. It also includes histories of 180 United States Colored Troops
units/regiments.

Colonial Williamsburg
The Colonial Williamsburg site gives general information about Colonial life and
includes a selection of articles about African-Americans.

American Slave Narratives: An Online Anthology
As described on this site: "...Each narrative taken alone offers a fragmentary,
microcosmic representation of slave life. Read together, they offer a sweeping
composite view of slavery in North America, allowing us to explore some of the
most compelling themes of nineteenth-century slavery, including labor, resistance
and flight, family life, relations with masters, and religious belief."”

The African-American Mosaic A Library of Congress Resource Guide for the Study of

Black History and Culture
The Library of Congress has a large collection of materials relating to African-
American life in the United States. This Web site gives an overview of what they
offer.

Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture
The collection of the Schomburg Center for Research in Black Culture includes
materials about Blacks living all over the world, including the United States. In
particular, they are strong in the history of Harlem and Blacks in New York and
the Northeast.

Books and CDs

Below is a sampling of early colonial newspapers that published slave advertisements.
From them you may be able to find information about your own ancestors.

o Boston Independent Advertiser

e Connecticut Gazette

e The Georgia Gazette or Independent Register

e The Guardian of Freedom (Frankfort, Kentucky)
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Maryland Journal and Baltimore Advertiser
Missouri Republican

Mobile Gazette

The New England Journal

The New Jersey Journal

New Orleans Advertiser and Prices Current
New York Gazette

New York Weekly Journal

New York Weekly Post Boy

The Norfolk Intelligencer

North Carolina Gazette

The Pennsylvania Chronicle and Universal Advertiser
Virginia Gazette

Books such as those listed below may be able to help you locate the newspapers that you
are seeking.

e The Afro-American Press and Its Editors, by Penn I. Garland
Reviews African-American magazines and newspapers published between 1827
and 1891.

o Bibliographic Checklist of African-American Newspapers, by Barbara K. Henritze
A list of approximately 5,500 African American newspapers that have been
identified in all major bibliographic sources, including newspaper directories,
union lists, finding aids, African American bibliographies, yearbooks, and more.
It is searchable by geographic region, time period, and title.

e Sesquicentennial 1827-1977: Black press handbook, 1977

e Encyclopedic Directory of Ethnic Newspapers and Periodicals, by Lubomyr R.
Wynar

In addition to slave advertisements, plantation books may be excellent sources. Also,
since slaves were considered property, you may find records of them in deed books and
the probate records of their owners. You may also want to look into Slave Genealogy: A
Research Guide with Case Studies by David H. Streets.

Post-1864 Research

For individuals who lived after 1864, you can generally use the same procedures as for
any other group: look for census records, vital records, and family sources. Many, but not
all, former slaves took the surname of their owners upon emancipation. Some tried
different names before settling on one. Also, don't forget to check Civil War indexes, as
many former slaves served in the military. Genealogy.com's CD 165 provides an index of
African-Americans who were enumerated in the 1870 U.S. Census (the first Census in
which African-Americans were included as citizens).

It is also possible that your ancestors were prominent in the affairs of the African-
American community in the United States. As a result, we strongly recommend that you
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consider searching back issues of the appropriate African-American newspapers (and, of
course, general newspapers for the time period after African-Americans began to receive
appropriate coverage). The four books listed above may help you locate a newspaper that
was published in the area where your ancestor lived.

Innumerable books have been written on the African American experience in the United
States. Of particular genealogical value is the printed catalog Afro-Americana, 1553-
1906, published by the Historical Society of Pennsylvania, which includes many valuable
historical resources. Other helpful books include Black Genealogy by Charles L.
Blockson and Ron Fry and Ethnic Genealogy: A Research Guide, edited by Jessie Carney
Smith. These books have information about both pre- and post-1864 research.

Ancestry.com - Afrlcan Amerlcan Research, Part 1 and Part 2
A series of articles by Roseann Reinemuth Hogan, Ph. D.

Roseann Reinemuth Hogan holds a Ph.D. in sociology. She has been researching her
family since 1978. Her special interests include oral histories and social history.

African American Research, Part 1
Ancestry Magazine
3/1/1996 - Archive

March/April 1996

Searching for African American families involves two distinct research approaches.
These approaches correspond to the distinct change in the legal status of African
Americans in the United States before and after the Civil War. Genealogical techniques
used to track slave families before the war are necessarily quite different than those used
for white or free African Americans; however, research conducted on African Americans
after the war usually involves the same types of records as those used for whites.

Nevertheless, there are still special sources and factors to consider. The golden rule in
genealogy is: never assume, always research and document. This rule is particularly
relevant to research on African American families. Don’t assume that all African
Americans were slaves. Don’t assume that all indices, including those for census and
other records, include African Americans. Don’t assume from an entry that he or she is
white or African American. Don’t assume that a person noted as white in a record is
necessarily so. American Indians, African Americans, and people of mixed heritage, such
as mulattoes and Melungeons, did not always want to be identified as such. Finally, don’t
assume that laws concerning African Americans were adhered to in all cases. For
example, even a legal prohibition against slaves marrying or holding property did not
always prevent those proceedings from happening. In Kentucky, where slaves were
prohibited from marrying, records from as early as 1793 document the marriages of
enslaved African Americans in the central and northern areas of the state.
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Legal Status and Naming Conventions

The legal status of slaves makes research particularly difficult. Slaves were legally
prohibited from acting on their own behalf, from marrying, from buying property, and
from making other contracts. Even if the person of color was free, he or she probably had
to struggle to be treated as a free person rather than a slave. As a result, research on
African Americans requires knowledge of the slave system, local practices and customs,
and the history of African Americans in the United States.

As did many of our immigrant ancestors, free blacks, as well as slaves, typically lost their
African names when they came to the United States. However, slaves did not always take
surnames at the same time they gave up their African names. They sometimes changed
surnames when they changed owners, were reluctant to tell whites the family name they
identified with, and arbitrarily chose new surnames after their emancipation. These facts
do not mean, however, that given names and surnames are irrelevant for African
American families.

Research has shown that slave owners seldom named newborn slave children.
Similarities in naming practices among African Americans in the United States and those
in western Africa indicate that it is more likely that the slaves chose the names of their
children. The given name of a child, therefore, showed important connections between
African American families. There appears to have been a significant tendency toward the
maternal line when the mother was alone, but when both parents were present, children
were named after the maternal and paternal lines in nearly equal numbers.*

In summary, the assumption that African Americans used the same surnames as their
owners is not always true. William Still’s book on the Underground Railroad shows that,
of the first 210 successful runaways, 84 percent had different surnames than the owners
they had fled; this is equally true for men and women.?

While runaways may not have been typical of the general population of African
Americans, records from as early as 1720 indicate that slaves often had surnames
different than their owners’ names. Certainly, post-Civil War records document that ex-
slaves had surnames different than the names of their most recent owners; it is possible
many ex-slaves chose new names and identifications when they were emancipated.’

Getting Started

As always in genealogy, research begins with you and works backward. Oral histories
can be particularly important in determining clues to the family’s origins. Naturally, these
stories require documentation rather than simple acceptance as being accurate. Some
communities have oral history projects that may help you learn more about local history.
Church histories are often very helpful in documenting the movements of families in and
out of the community.



Pre-Civil War Records

Slave Sales and Importation Declarations

Affidavits were required of new residents of some states if they transported slaves into
the state. In Kentucky, slave owners were required to declare that the slaves were for
their own use and were not for sale. The records often list not only the number, but the
name, gender, and age of the slaves, and sometimes the last residence of the owner. Bills
of slave sales and slave trade records, including shipping lists, also exist in some states.
White Family and Plantation Records

Pre-Civil War research for African Americans necessarily relies heavily on records of
associated white families. Analysis of the records, diaries, wills, Bibles, and cemeteries
of white families often yields information on the African Americans who lived and
worked with them. Estate records may mention a slave being left to a son or daughter, or
the emancipation of a slave. Even if a will does not mention slaves, it is wise to check all
probate records of these white families to see whether slaves are listed in the estate
inventory, or in the settlement or sale records of the estate.

Some family cemeteries have an African American section; many of those buried there
are noted as African American, although they are less likely to have a monument than the
white family members. Family bibles sometimes include notations about African
American servants or slaves associated with the family.

Many plantations maintained records on virtually every aspect of their operations. While
many of these records were destroyed during and after the Civil War, some have
survived. The Library of Congress has some plantation records, family accounts, and
diaries of the Old South.® However, the most numerous and richest sources are found at
the local level.

Slave Census Schedules

Slave schedules collected by the Census Bureau are available for 1840, 1850, and 1860.
In the 1840 schedules, slaves are listed along with the Revolutionary War veterans on
page two of the schedule. In 1850 and 1860, slaves were enumerated separately by the
name of the owner. While the census enumerates slaves only by age and gender, there
may be scattered cases where enumerations list not only the numbers in each category, as
required, but also the names of the slaves.

Census Records for Free African Americans

Beginning in 1790, free African American household heads were listed in the federal
census. Before 1850, slaves who were hired out were enumerated in the census with their
owners, even if they worked and lived elsewhere. The first enumeration of all African
Americans by individual family member’s name was the 1870 census. Although census
takers attempted to enumerate individual African American family members, the 1880
census was more complete than the 1870 census. One note of caution: while the census
included African American families, the companies which produced commercial indices
of the censuses did not always include them.

Census Mortality Schedules

Mortality schedules list deaths for the twelve months prior to the census and thus provide
a death register for the state for that year. These registers typically under-report deaths by
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about 13 percent; slave deaths were probably more under-reported than white deaths.
However, these records are still an important source for African Americans because
deaths are recorded by name along with whether the person was a slave or free. These
records are available for the 1850 to 1880 census years.

Emancipation Records

Before the Civil War, some states specifically awarded jurisdiction over African
Americans (free or enslaved), and over the emancipation of slaves. Slaveholders could
free slaves by two means: through a document entered into the court record or through a
will. When a slave was emancipated by will, a court recorded the emancipation and
issued a decree of freedom to the former slave. The former owner or his executor
sometimes had to post a bond to insure that the former slave did not become a public
charge.

Marriage sometimes followed soon after an emancipation, particularly when an African
American man or woman "bought™ another adult. Free African Americans often married
slaves, but to do so, they first had to obtain their enslaved partner’s freedom. Mothers
sometimes bought their offspring and then set them free. The following is an example of
an emancipation document.

"I do hereby emancipate and set free from further servitude my daughter, Delphia, whom
| purchased from Judge James Simpson. Given under my hand this 26" day of October
1850." —Jemima (her mark) Clark

Emancipation records may be found in various sources, including deed books, special
manumission record books, wills, and order books.

The trick to finding these records often lies in untangling the county clerk’s filing
method. Slave emancipation, as well as other transactions for African Americans, may be
filed under the given name of the former slave, the surname of the owner, or the first
name of the person who may have purchased the slave, such as a mother or spouse.
Again, slaves sometimes changed their names when they changed owners.

In addition, emancipations are sometimes grouped on a single page of a deed index. They
may be at the end of a deed book index on a separate page. Sometimes, no surname is
reported and the records are filed by the person’s first name rather than last name. There
are documented examples of emancipations being listed under "S" for slave, "C" for
colored, and "E" for emancipations. A good imagination is needed to find these records.
If no sales or emancipations are found in a particular county, it might be necessary to
scan the entire index to discover the method employed by the clerk.

The next part of this article will discuss post-Civil War records and provide a suggested
reading list on social history for African Americans.
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African American Research, Part 2

While the Emancipation Proclamation became effective 1 January 1863, it was not
until 18 December 1865, that the thirteenth amendment officially ended slavery in
the United States.

Civil War Migrations and Aftermath

Slavery and racism continued, however, resulting in further denial of the rights of
African Americans. For example, after the Civil War, Kentucky refused to ratify
the Thirteenth Amendment, to nullify the slave code, to provide for destitute
freedmen, or to protect African Americans against white supremacists such as the
Regulators.

Mass migrations of African Americans from rural areas of the country were a
result of two major trends. First, families often needed to escape harassment,
threats, and continued violence in unsympathetic communities. Second, the lack
of employment in the declining agricultural-based economy and the hope of jobs
in the growing industrial sector resulted in large numbers of African Americans
leaving their homes to seek opportunities elsewhere. As a result, African
American families during this time were mobile and often without assets to buy
property or leave wills and other records. In other words, difficult—but not
impossible—to track.

Apprenticeship Bonds for Freedmen

These records, which may have been created before or after the Civil War, were
indentures of apprenticeship by which African American children were bound to
masters until they reached a specified age. The child and master, date, trade to
which apprenticed, terms of indenture, and signatures of parties are shown on the
bond.

Employment Agreements

Owners who had many slaves sometimes hired them out. For example, in
Kentucky, the first day of January was the traditional day for hiring slaves. Large
crowds of slaveholders, prospective employers, and bystanders congregated at the
county seat to make such arrangements. The slave could sometimes veto the deal,
but this was usually not part of the agreement.

These contracts were typically for a year at a time, although some contracts were
for a specific task. This practice seems to have been particularly common when
the original owner died and was an especially attractive option for large rural
slaveowners. Slaves were sent into towns to work in the ropewalks, mills, and
factories. These African Americans worked and lived on their own. For example,



until Kentucky law prohibited it, African Americans could and did negotiate their
own contracts and paid their master on a monthly basis.

Employment agreements can be found in the county order books under the name
of the slaveowner. The orders usually give the mane, age, amount of wages, type
of work, and the length of service.

Post-Civil War Records

A number of post-Civil War court records were maintained separately for African
Americans and whites. Records which are sometimes maintained separately
include marriage records, tax records, and vital statistics. Separate school census
lists kept for African American schools may also exist. The practice of separating
the records persisted only briefly in some areas. In other cases, records may have
been maintained separately until as late as the 1960s. The separation of these
records is often useful to African American searches. If a record is not found
where anticipated, however, both African American and white families should
explore the documents in both categories.

Marriage Indexes and Records

Beginning in 1866, African Americans were allowed to register existing
marriages; often a fee was required for such registration. Sometimes these records
are called Declarations of Freedmen, Declarations of Marriages, or Negro
Cohabitation Certificates. Many existing marriages may not have been recorded
because of the fee involved. Marriages were also reported to the Freedmen’s
Bureau. In some areas, beginning after the Civil War and continuing until well
into the 1960s, marriage records for African Americans and whites were
maintained in separate volumes.

Vital Statistics

Separate lists sometimes exist for African American births and deaths. Some
researchers have noted that compliance with vital statistics registration laws may
actually have been greater among African Americans than among whites. These
records will often list the owner’s name and the mother’s name if a slave,
although records of free African Americans may include the names of both
parents.

Deeds and Other Records

Some clerks unfailingly indicated the race of a person in each transaction, whether
it involved the sale of a piece of property or a marriage. Other clerks did not.
Some clerks maintained African American records in separate volumes for a time
and then changed their practices. Some counties even placed African American
transactions at the back of the book or in a separate section of the record book.
Therefore, if a record cannot be found, it is wise to scan the entire document to
ensure that African American records are not tucked away in a segregated
compartment. It is often the case that only certain local courts were empowered to
make decisions on cases which involved free African Americans. These same
courts were usually also responsible for cases related to slaves.

Military Records

African Americans have served in all U.S. wars. More than five thousand African



Americans fought in the Continental Army in the Revolutionary War; another
thousand fought for the British and were known as King of England Soldiers.
Many of these eventually escaped to Nova Scotia. When the British left after the
war, fourteen hundred former slaves went to London, Halifiax or the West Indies
with them. The Book of Negroes, available in the National Archives, includes the
names of these British sympathizers (Blockson 1977:50-51).

African Americans were also active in the War of 1812, but by 1842, army
regulations excluded them. During the Spanish American War, African Americans
served in the Ninth and Tenth U.S. Cavalry. More than 350,000 African
Americans fought in World War I; and almost a million fought in World War 11
(Blockson 1977:52-4).

The Archives has produced a special publication, List of Black Servicemen
Compiled from the War Department Collection of Revolutionary War Records.
The list includes all soldiers known or presumed to African American. The names
are listed alphabetically and include a reference to the complete source where
more information can be found. It is available from the Publications Sales Branch
of the National Archives in Washington, D.C. 20408. The Negro in the Military
Service of the United States 1639-1886 is available on microfilm in the National
Archives. The Index to Compiled Service Records of Volunteer Union Soldiers
who Served with United States Colored Troops is a microfilm publication
available at the National Archives which gives the name of the soldier, his rank,
and unit.

School Records

Some states maintained a separate school system, including a high school system
for African Americans. In Kentucky, for example, one African American high
school drew students from across the state. The Lincoln Institute was a residential
school and so its records will include families from throughout the state even
though it was located in central Kentucky.

Freedman’s Bureau Records

The Freedman’s Bureau was established just before the end of the Civil War to
assist newly emancipated slaves to adjust to their freedom. The Bureau was the
government’s first attempt at a large-scale welfare program.

The Bureau aided in certifying slave marriages, assisted with labor contracts,
issued rations and clothing to new freedmen’s camps, and provided transportation
to refugees and freedmen returning to their homes or relocating to another part of
the country. It also helped African American soldiers and sailors file and collect
claims for bounties and paid pensions. Unfortunately, the Bureau only operated
for a short time. By 1869, it had nearly stopped functioning and was totally
discontinued by 1872.

Records in the Freedman’s Bureau can be categorized into two major groups; the
Washington Office and the state office. Records in both groups consist of letters,
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school reports, administrative reports, and a variety of orders. Individual level
information is available, but difficult to locate (Blockson 1977:100). While not
oriented specifically to genealogy, there are some records of the Bureau of
Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands which include valuable information
for African American genealogy: marriage certificates of freed slaves, registers,
and other records containing information about slave families.

Freedman Hospitals, Aid, Refugee Camps, and Veteran Aid offices were set up by
the Bureau in the states in which they were active. The Bureau helped African
American soldiers to receive bounties through the Bureau during 1868. Many
more were eligible than received aid and bounties, but it was difficult to locate
claimants since a large number of freedmen were constantly on the move. Sharp
lawyers and bounty brokers sometimes swindled the freedmen out of their claims.

Refugee camps were established and as a result, some counties in the state will
have a larger number of records for former slave families. Find out where these
camps are located in areas of interest to your family.

Records for the Freedmen’s Savings and Trust Company, for the period after the
Civil War until the mid-1870s have been microfilmed and are available through

the National Archives (group M816 and M817). These records show depositors’
names and sometimes other personal information.

African American schools after the Civil War were coordinated by the
Freedmen’s Bureau. These schools for African American children were separately
financed by taxes on property owned by African American. School attendance
was compulsory for all, but the average daily attendance in Kentucky was still
only about fifty-five percent for white students and about thirty-one percent for
African American students. Many, if not most, records for the Freedman’s Bureau
schools consist of statistical school reports. Individual names of pupils are not
usually listed. The names of the schools and the numbers of pupils studying
various courses by school neighborhood is, however, given.

The manuscript records of the Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned
Lands are in custody of the National Archives in Washington, D. C. Many of them
have been microfilmed are available at the each of the thirteen regional National
Archives. These core holdings are listed in the table above.

Secondary Sources

Church and cemetery records are an important source of information on African
American families as the African American church has served as a focal point of
African American family life. Where the records survive, they can provide
valuable information about African American ancestors. Many of the larger cities
have exclusively African American churches and cemeteries. Even early pioneer
church records include in their minutes lists of their African American members.
Finally, the deeds for African American cemeteries can be found in county deed


http://www.archives.gov/
http://freedmensbureau.com/
http://www.archives.gov/

books in the same manner as those for whites.

Newspapers are an often overlooked source of material for African American
families. There are newspapers exclusively for an African American readers. And
mainstream papers often have society columns which cover activities of churches,
voluntary associations and clubs as well as philanthropic groups. Many local
libraries have indexed vital events such as births, marriages, and deaths. But check
to ensure that the news items and columns covering African American activities
are included in the index.
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