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Clavtoa's tJuide,

In 1848 or '49 Wm. Clayton (oue of
the pioneers of 1S<17) had published a
"Guide" for overland travelers to the
Pacific slope. It indicated the best
camping places where grass and water
could be found and gave distances, etc.
The undersigned is anxious to ob-

tain a copy of this Guide, for hiatoricai
uses, ana wili gladly pay for it i' a
copy can be found and spared.

,
A. M. MussEB,

Hifctorian's Ofllce.
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THE "^

LATTER-DAY SAINTS'

EMIGRANTS' GUIIjE:

TABLE OF DISTANCES,
SHOWING ALL THE

SPRINGS, CREEKS, RIVERS, HILLS, MOUNTAINS,
CAMPING PLACES, AND ALL OTHER NOTABLE PLACES,

FROM COUNCIL BLUFFS,

VALLEY OF THE GREAT SALT LAKE.

ALSO, THE

LATITUDES, LONGITUDES AND ALTITUDES
OP THE PROMINENT POINTS ON THE ROr'TE.

TOGETHER WITII REMARKS ON THE NATURE OF THE LAND,
TIMBER, GRASS, &o.

THE WHOLE ROUTE HAVING BEEN CAREFULLY MEASURED nY A ROADOME-
TER, AND THE DISTANCE EUOM POINT T(l POINT, IN

ENGLISH MILES, ACCURATELY SHOWN.

BY Vv'. CLAYTON.

ST. LOUIS:
MO. REFUBI,!CAN .STEAM POWER TRESS—CHAMBERS &. KNAFP.
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TREFACE.
When the author first compiled tlic following work, it was

not with a design to publish it, although well aware of the

advantages which emigrants, traveling to tlie Valley of the

Gheat Salt Lake, would continually realize by having it

in their possession. However, there were so many who ap-

plied for copies of it—and the labor of writing a copy being

considerable, as well as recjuiring much time—it was con-

cluded to publish it in its present form, by which means it

can be afforded at a price whicli will bring it within reach of

any person wishing to have it.

Many works have been published, and maps exhibited for

the instruction of emigrants, but none which ever pretended

to set forth the particulars contained in this work, so far as

regards the route from Council Bluffs to the Great Salt Lake.

The distances from point to point are shown as near as a

Roadomeier can measure ; and by this means the traveler can

know, each day, the kind of country lying before him, and

how far he must go in order to find a suitable place to camp at

niglit.

Emigrants have lost many of their teams in the neiglibor-

hood of the Jllkali lakes, in consequence of not knowing the

distance from any one of these lakes to good water. By pay-

ing attention to the remarks in this work, a person need run

no risk, inasmuch as all the Alkali lakes, which are near the

road, are mentioned—and, also, the places where an encamp-

ment can be formed with safety.

The author feels a delicacy in saying much in favor of the

" Gitirfe," but is well aware that, when its merits have been

tested by experience, no person will repent of having pur-

chased it. It is, therefore, submitted cheerfully to the con-

sideration of an intelligent public.

AUTHOR.
SI. Louis, Mo., 13/A March, 1S48.



EXPLANATION.

In tlie following table, the large type shows the prominent

points and places which will naturally be noticed by the emi-

grant. The first column of figures shows the distance from

point to point, in English miles. The second column of figures

shows the total distance of each point to Winter Quarters ;

and the third column, the total distance of each point to the

Temple Block, in the City of the Great Salt Lake. As,

for example :

How far is it from Winter Quarters to Pappea?

Jlnswer. (page 5, second line) 18 miles.

How far from Pappea to the Elk Horn river ?

Answer, (page f), second and third lines) 9 miles, &c.

Again : How far is it from Raw Hide Creek to Fort John ?

Answer, (page 11, last line) 12 miles.

How far is Fort John from Winter Quarters ?

Answer, (p. 12, first line) 522 miles.

How far is Fort John from the City of the Great Salt Lake ?

Answer, (p. 12, third column of figures) 509 miles.

The small type, in this table, contains the various remarks

touching the nature of the road, lands, and its adaptation for

camping purposes, &c. For example :

What is said concerning the " La Bonte river?" Page 13,

second line.

Answer. " It is a good place to camp—being plenty of tim-

ber, grass and water"—the necessaries for camping purposes,

and consequently can be depended on. But, if thought advisa-

ble to go a little further, " there is a good camping place a mile

further," consequently you have choice of the two good places,

within one mile of each other.

What is said of a branch of the La Bonte ? Page 13,

third line.

Aiiswir. " Djubtful about water ;" consequently not safe to

depend on for a camp ground. It is also said that the " banks

are steep," which shows that it is not very good to cross, &c.



EMIGRANTS' GUIDE.

PROMINENT POINTS AND REMARKS. DiST.
miles.

W Qks
miles.

ColGSL
miles.

Winter Quarters, Lat. 41° 18' 53"
The road t.'ood. but very cro-, ked, toll uwintf the ridijCF

and passi g over a continual succession of bills and hoi
lows.

Pappea, ten feet wide, higli banks,
r^vmc timber on the creek, but it is diffiL-ult to water

tenm'9. Alter this, the roud is crooked aud uneven to the
Klk Iforn.

Elk Horn, nine rods wide, three feet deep.
Current rather swift. an<l nut very pleasant to fbrry

Plenty of timber on iis banks. (;=ee Note 1.)

Creek, ten feet wide, steep banks.
This creek has a good liridjie over it. but little timber

on the banks. There is a high po:t, erected near the
bridgr!, for a iruide'to it.

Platte river and Liberty Pole.
Plenty of timber, but you will piobably have to gc

to ihe river for water—distance aliout a quarter of a tnile

The nearest and best road to water is round the east
pnint of the timber.

Small Lake (narrow) south side the road
No timber on the Lake.

Circular Lake, or pond, close to the road

(south.) - - - - -

No timber. Jn the neighborhood of this, the roa(:

runs alongside a number of small lakes, or ponds, fuj

two miles : but there is Uttle timber near them.

R. R. and T., road joins the river, Lat. 41^

27' 5"
This is a point where a branch of the river runs

round nn island, on which is jjlenty of timber. Not mucl
water in the channel, but plenty for campieg purposes.

Indian Grave, north side the road.
This is a large pile of earth, about eiijhty yiirds nort!

of tlip road

R. R. and T., road joins the river.
Plenty of timber and water, without leaving the road

Sliell creek, 12 feet wide, three feet deep.
This creek is bridged, and a few rods lower is a placi

f> ford. Plenty of timber on it. After this you will proba
biy find no water for twelve miles, without turning con
Fiderably from the road.

Small lake, south side of the road.
Plenty of water in the Fprinj scasnn, but none ir

Summer. It was entirely dry, October 18, lS-i7.

18 IS

9 27

i 273

lU 39

3A 42^

i m

9 52i

7i 593

1
2 60^

2 62^

53 68

1031

1013

1004

1003^

992

9S8§

9871

6781

97U

9703

9683

963



PROMINENT POINTS AND REMARKS.
l-UOM

DiST. W Qr.s.

mi'cF. niil'-s.

11, and R., road joins the river. -

After this point you will have four or live miles of
heavy, sandy road.

LonjT Lake, south side the road. -

I'here is a little timber whore this lake joins the river,

nnd it is a ^ooJ camping place.

Forks of road to new and old Pawnee vil-

lages. - - - _ -

The left hand road leads to the Pawnee location o)

1847; the othPT to the oid village. The latter is your route.

Lake, south of the road. - - -

Plenty of timber close to the rond. The banks of the
lake are high, but there i3 a email pond near, where
teams can water.

Loup Fork—lake and timber.
Opposite to where the Pawnees were located, in the

Ppring of 1-^47, and is a good place to camp
Lake and timber, south of the road.

Looking-glass creek, 16 feet wide, 2 deep.
There i-; a poor bridge over tliis creek. It is, how-

ever, not ditiicult to ford. Plenty of timber on and near it.

Long Lake, south side the road. -

Some timber on the south bank, but none on the north
side.

Beaver river, 25 feet wide, 2 feet deep

Lat. 4r 25' 13"; Long. 98' 0' 15".
Plenty of good timber on both sides. Ther^ are two

fording place=i. The upper one is good coin? in, but steep

on the opposite side. The lower one not good going down,
but good on the other side.

Plumb creek, five feet wide: Lat. 4V 24'

29"; Altitude, 1,090 feet. -

On this creek the old Pawnee mis-^ion station stands

but is net a very cood place to camp, being near the Paw
nee cornfields. The creek was dry. Octol-cr IG, l.?47.

Ash creek, 12 feet wide, one foot deep.
Some timber, but not a very good chanc^ to crimp.

Ford of the Loup Fork: Lat. 41° 22' 37";

Long. 98' 11' 0".

Thi^ is the pioneer'^" ford, but ia considered not so

pood as the upper ford. Uiver about 301) yards wide.

Old Pawnee village. - - - -

Formnrly occupied by the Grand Pawnee and Tappa?
bands ; but burned by the Sioux, in the Fall of lt'46.

Cedar creek, 8 rods wide, 2 feet deep. -

Some timbnr, and pleniy of willow. After this, the

road runs on the bottom throu::h high grass for some
distance, and grathially rises t^ hicher land.

lload descends to low land again.
You will now find some deep ravines to cress, but

none difficult.

Road leaves the river, and turns up a ravine,

After ascendiuT th'' higher land, the road is good and

level, except cro?;-ing the deep, dry ravines.

Road descends into a ravine.
You travel up this ravine a qu'irter of a mile, mostly

through high grass.

641 74i

'' 75

5i

6*

81

86

94i

95:

97^

1031

6i 110^

2J 113

n 114i

i 1143

n 116i

3 119i

U 121

1 r»i 112L



PROMINENT POINTS AND REMARKS,
From Fruiii

DiST. W Qns. Cof(;SI
Tnilps. miles. mil.s.

Old Pawnee village, south side llie road.
On t!ic bLinkd of the Loup Fork, but ranstly dc-

ftro^-.jd.

Road descends from the bluffs.

Alter iloicemlin^ here, yo;i ci-o-^s a crcok tweh'f? feet
wide, and one fuot deep—'tanks so't. but not difficult.
") mi then tntv ! tUrouib bii^'h y;i\t3i and sm-dl busbea.

Road ascends the bluffs. - _ -

After traveling about I'uur niilo'', tb('n turnino^ leT
IVoin ibe road, so as to slrika the timber you see ahead
wbcrc it la.^et^ tlio ri'Tor, tbc road can bo shortened a'

iF-.i-t a h.dl mile.

U]>per ford of tlic Loup Fork. -

Yuu will find the water iu some t)liicc9 neir 3 fee;

deep, and will liave to travel dtu'ii the river about balfii

snile, to avoid deep holes, and lind a go jd place to get out
C.^t^c Note 2)

Road ascends the bluffs. - - -

After a^cendin^the blurts you will find a heavy, 6and\
road for five or six miles.

Prairie creek, 12 feet wide 1| feet deep.
Plenty wf wat'ir and grnsa, but nj timber. Banks.

Eom J soft and miry By tak n^ a sout!i-\vest course froiu
this creek, you would strik-; Woo I rtversix oreiu'ht miles
above the old crossing place, and thence cioseini,' to thi

Platte, by a course a little west of south, the road may b^-

shortened at least tivc miles.

Dry creek, - - - - -

4t t( - _ _ _ _

Main Platte river. - - - -

Vou do not cohk; within two miles of the river, until
you anive at Wood river.

Wood river, 12 feet wide, cue foot deep.
plenty of timber, and a iiood pbice to camp. Bank;-

deseend;n>r. steep, and som ; soft-^but good jjoinj out
Tneroid now ;,'ener.dly ruusfrum one to two miles distani
fr#m tlie mnia Plane.

Koad descends to lovyer land.
The road now ruu'^ near the timber for two niilos

The i,'rfis9 id hijih, and a good chance to camp, witlioui
tnriiin:,' ot^" the road.

Road ascends to liigher land.
You will probably h-tve to turn olf the road some, foi

the next cmnidnc place.

Deep ravine— steep descent.
(C 11 - _ _ . _

Two and a quarter miles beyond this, is a good plac
to camp, there bwin;; plenty of fira^s and wiiter, on a low
bench, about tw^entyrwda south oi tiie road. There Is, how-
ever, no tvmliKr but willow.

Deep dry creek. - - - «

No timber on it.

Creek or slou^^h, soutli side tlte road, -

Plenty of vvillu\v.5 and grass, but doubtful for water.

Deep, dry creek, - - - _

The h-ad of Grand Inland i3 about opposit'^ to thi,=

creek, but thi' load now Tana so fjr from tbc river, we
could uut ascertain csactlj- I

5\ 127 904

1274

18

3i

14

34

Is

4i

127.

1333

53 1394

157.;

1584
159
1G53

lG9i

183;

lS5i

208
2084

2113

2134

2173



PROMINENT POINTS AND REMARKS DiST.
miles.

From
I

t'l-i. m
WQiis. ColGSL
m lo^. milc'S.

Elm creek. - _ _ - .

Deep banks, plenty of timber, but no wnter, Octobei
9. 1847.

Koad leaves the river near timber.
This is a prrtty goud camping place.

Buffalo creek, south side the road,
A wide creek, with deep banks, but no tioib.Tes

cept a few willow busli'^g. The road ruaa alongside thi:

creek for three and a halt' miles.

Crossing of Buffalo creek, - - -

R. and R., road runs near the river.
Pretty cood chance to camp.

R. and R., road runs near the river.
Plenty of bufla'o-grass, and short prairie-grasa. Picntj

nf tiniber on an island, close by.

Willow Lake, south of the road. -

Gjod place to water teams, but no timber for camp
ir^ purposes.

Ptah Lake, south of the road.
The lake is long and vet y crooked. About a mile be-

fore you arrive at it, the road runs near the river a Uttk
piece, then leaves it again.

Deep, dry creek. - - -

Low, sandy bluffs, extending to the river.

R. and R. near the Sandy Bluffs : Latitude

4r0U7".
After leaving this pl.ice, the road leaves the river, and

runs near the foot ot the bluffs, to avoid a bad swamp
You will not strike the river for sixteen miles, but will

have nn difficulty in tinding feed and water.

Skunk creek, six feet wide.

Crossing of Skunk creek. - - -

Banks some soft, but not diliieuU. No timber.

Lake or marsh, south of the road.

Lake, south of the road. - - -

Plenty of grass and water, but no timber nearer thar<

five or six miles.

Good spring of cold wafer. -

At the font uf th? blulfs, north of the road, and at the

head of the Pawnee awamps.

Low, sandy bluffs. - - -

This is opposite to the jimctlon of the north and south

lorks of Platte river. Lat. 41° V 44"
; Long. lOU^ 47' 15"

;

Altitude, 2,6?5 feet

Carrion creek, 10 feet wide, one foot deep.
Good plaL'O for grass, but no timber ni^ar.

R. R. and T., road, river and timber. -

Good place to camp.

Last timber on north side the river.
You will find no more timber on the north side thf

river (or two hundred milss, except one lone tree. You'
only dependence ior fuel wi.l be buSalo chips and drill

wood. •*—^—.-—

Wide, deep creek. - - - -

Plenty of water, October 4, 1S47. T^e banks are high

but not bad to cross.

3i 221

(ii 2271

; 228^

3

7.

2311

239i

5-: 244i

7 251*

7. 259i

2i
14

2611
2753

3 2781

2
5

2S03

286i

1

14

287^
2881

45 293

H 294^

•Si 2971

41 302i

31 306^

2^ 30SJ



mOMINENT POINTS AND REMARKS.
I

From
DiST. IwQrs.
Tn'lfs.) miles.

h' 1 o in

CorCSL
miles.

11. II. and lake, road and river near a bayou
Opposit*t to this place iire several islands, covered

with willow bushes, whieh will answer for I'uel, and tlie

19 little difficulty in jretiiug to it.

Black mud creek. - - - -

Plenty of wuter. October 3, 16-17, but little feed for

team?.

R. and R., road joins the river. -

Alter this, the roail a^ain leaves the river, until you
arrive at the north Bluft' Fork, lload youd, but poor feed

Small creek. - - - - -

Steep banks but very little water.

North Bluff Fork, 6 rods wide, 2 feet deep,
Swift current, muddy water, low Imnks, (]uick-&aud

bottom, but not bad to cross. Poor place tor grass.

Sandy Bluffs, east ibot.

The road over these bhill's is very cronkrd, but not
bad. if a road can be made up the bed of the river, it

would save at least two miles travel.

Sandy Bluffs, ^vest foot.

liy following the foot of the bluffs, after this, the road
may bo ehnrtraed at least a mile, and be equally as good a

road a'? to follow tlu' river.

2d. Sandy Bluffs, east foot. - - -

These bluff?; are hard on teams, being mostly soft sand

2d. Sandy Bluffs, west foot.

Bluff Creek, 4 feet, wide, 1 foot deep. -

After this, the I'oad may be made considerably shorter,
by iollowini; tin- foot of the bluffs.

3d. Sandy Bluffs, east ibot. - - -

These biuffs arc sandy, and heavy on teams. Near the
west side yuu will find several steep places to descend, but
not diihcult, the sand being soft.

Small creek, running between the bluffs,
Many small Lizards on the sandy places, but they ap

pear to be peifecily harmless.

Sandy Bluffs, west foot, - - -

Bluff Spring and small creek 200 yards,

and one a quarter of a mile, -

In the neighborhood of these creeks the land it

Ewtnmpy and soft. The road was made close to the bluffs

to avoid the swamps
Petite creek, 4 feet wide, 9 inches deep.

Plenty nf \\Hter, some muddy, October 1, 1817. Lati
tudc 41=' }-2' 50".

Picanninni creek, 3 feet wide.
Good spring water, and plentiiul, October 1, 1BA7.

Goose creek, 30 feet wide, 3 inches deep.
After crossing tliip, you pass over a low ranyt; of

bluffs, very sandy, hut only a quarter o fa mile wide
; then

you descend on the bottom land again, but will tind it sofi

und springy.

Small Spring creek, - - - -

l\Iany s[>rinys of <'uld wat-^r at the loot of the bluffs.

Small creek, 4 feet wide. - - -

Plenty of clear culd water, October 1, 1817.

H 30iH

2 311:1

2 3133

3i 317i

3^ 3203

11 322i

4i 3263

4 3303

U 332

i 332i

6i 338^

i 3383

2 3403

4 341

1 342

u 343i

3 344

U 345i

n 34Gk
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PPvOMINENT POINTS AKD KEMARK3. DiST.
Kroin
W Qrs.

l-ruiu

CofOtSL
miles

Duck-weed creek, 10 I'eet wide. -

A'nindance of pood, cold epriug water, Oct. 1, 1847,

Slioal stream, 3 feet wide. - - -

Dry. October 1. 1847.

Rattlesnake creek, 20 feet wide, IJ ft. deep.
Swift ciiiTfiit, 6ai;dy bottom, but not bad to cross.

Cedar Bluffs.
On tl;e soiitb side the river. Lat. 41*^ 13' 44" Lod"

]01^ 5-3'

Creek, six feet wide. - - - -

Wnter plenty, September 30,1347. Land, in this ncigb-
^or]JO"d, eandy.

Creek, four feet wide. - - »

rii-nty of water. Sept* mber 30. 1P47.

Crooked Creek, five feet wide.
Plenty of water. September 30, 1847.

Camp Creek, eight feet wide.
Two creeks here, about the eaine size, but a few rod.-

apart—water cold and plenty, Sef)ttmber 30, 1647. Ki
ddiibt they riie frtmi ?prin^'3.

Creek, three feet wide. - - -

Pl.-nty of water, iMwy en. but dry. September 30, 1847

Pond Creek, four feet wide.
Dry, September 30, ncir tlie river, but further north

many ponds snd tall [,'rass.

Wolf Creek, 20 feet wide. - . -

At tlic cast foot of Fnnriy Elufta, which arc hnd t(

cro.cs, you will probally have to double teams, if heavj
loaded.

Sandy Bluffs, west foot. - - .

Tu o hiindi-cd yard further, is a creek five feet wide.

Watch Creek, 8 feet wide, and 2 feet deep.
After Ibis, llic rojid runs pretty near the river bauks

to avoid eenie swjinipa nejir the blutf.*.

" Lone Tree," north side the river.
About three Imndr.-d yards south fri'm the road.

Ash Hollow, south side the river.
So named from n jrovc of Ash timber growing on it.

Jt occupies a space of about tiftccn or twenty acres, ant^

is surroundrd bv hich blultj.

Castle Creek, 6 rods wide, 2 feet deep.
Swift current, quick-eand bouom.wr.ter muddy. I,ow

bank.=. but rot i:nod to cro^s. on account of quick-fiar:ds.

Castle Bluffs, south side the river.
You cross no more ciceks of water, until you arrivi

at Crab creek, twenty-five and a half miles from heie.
'J'he road good, cxcci't in one place, where you travel

three-fourths of a mile over sand.

Sand Hill creek, 12 feet wide, south side

the road. -----
Kear some s;indy mounds, on the north side the road

Creek or slough. - - - -

Dry.

Creek or slough. - _ - .

Iiry.

Sandy BlulFs, cast foot. - - -

348s

35'2i

354

359

359i

3593

3631

367J

368

369.

370;

3731

4-i 378

23 3803

3833

u

3

388

3883

390i

3973

4003
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PROMINENT POINTS AND REMAKK?.
miles.

From
W Qus
miles.

I''Turn
CufGSL

inilef.

Sandy Bluffs, west loot, - - -

Dry creek. - - - - _

Dry do. - - - - -

Dry creeic, 30 feet wide. - - -

Tlic road runs ucar tho river, (vjin lierc to Crab creek

Crab Creek, 20 feet wide, very shoal. -

Two miles further yoii will see some high bluffs on
the riij'ht. By n>ccTidii)g one of the highest you will set
Chimney Rock, to the west.

Small lake, south of the road.
Good clif>nce to cnmp. without tuiTiing from the road

Cobble Hills, east foot. - -. _

You cross three dry creeks before you arrive here
(i7id then you travel over another rani^e of sandy blulTa

—

nscent pretfv steep, but not very sandy.

Cobble Hills, west foot.
Alter you descend on the low land, you will find if

mostly sandy for ten miles, and in some places very heav^
drawing.

^'Ancient Bluff Ruins," north side the road.

Latitude 4r 33' 3". -

Resembling the ruin^ of ancient castles, fortificatlon^i,

&-C. ; but visitors must be cautious, on account of tht

m:iny rattle-snalcs lurking round, and concealed in the
clefts of thf^ blutfi.

R. and R., road joins the river. -

Good place to camp. After this, ths road run.? near
the river, until y<iu arrive at the next low santly ridges.

Low sandy bluffs, east foot.

Low sandy bluffs, west foot.

After ihi-j. the land for several mile?, is softinwel
weatlinr, but good traveling in dry weather.

" Chimney Rock," (meridian) south side

the river. - - - - -

The hiL'her land now begins to be sandy nn I barren
Many Prickly-pears nnd Wild Snge, w'.iich continue mostly
through the remainder of the journey.

Scott's Blufis, (mer.) south side the river.
The road here is near enough to the river to camp

T>at. of meridian 41^ .W 52". ; Long. lOP 20'.

Spring Creek, 10 feet wide,S inches deep.
South of the road. You do not cro^s it, but travel hal)

R mile alongside. Good water, and many trout in it.

R. and R., road runs near the river.
Good chance to ramp.

Low sandy bluffs, north side the road. -

You travel at the foot of these blulls, but will find th(

road sandy and heavy nn team^^.

Creek, about 200 yards south of road. -

Ry ascending one of the liigheRt blutl"-^ near, you have
a view of *' Lnramie Peak" in ttie Black Hills.

Timber, north side the river.
Road here about a quarter of a mile frcm the river

—

after tlii3. generally from one to two miles distant. Th
road, to Laramie, very sandy.

" Raw Hide" creek, 1 rod wide. ;

ricnty of water, June let, but dry, Sept. 15, 1847.

1

4
,^

i

4

401-i

401o;

402i
40Gi

3 409i

n 410.^

5 415^

2i 417i

H 419

lOJ 429^

1

437
438

14* 4524

Wi 472

4 476

12^ 4884

2i 49U

o 493i

Hi 5043

5-i 510



12

PROMINENT rOlNTS AND REMARKS.
miles

f rnmW Qjis.

miles.

Krom
CofrjSL

miles.

" Fort John" or Laramie lord.
The fort lays about one and a halt' m'les wppt from

the river. The lord is good in low water. River 108 j ardi
wide. (Pee Note ;{.)

Steep hill to descend. - - -

The descent I^ein? over rock, and vfry etecp, mallet
it dangerous to wagons, but it is nntleng'hy.

Steep hill to ascend and descend.
In travelinL' over this hill, yon will find the road rocky

in places, and about half way over there is a t^udden turu
in the road over rough rockd, which is dangerous to
ons, if care is not taken.

Road leaves the river.
At this point, the road lends to the south-west, leaving

the river. You will not come to tke river banks aguin foi

eiirlity miles.

"Warm Springs," Lat. 42° 15' 6". -

This is a very strong spring of clear wfiter, but it i&

warmer than rivur water, :it all seasons of the year.

Very steep bluff, half a raile up, -

Before arriving at this, you pass through a narrow ra-

vine, between blulfd. The ascent is unpleaaaut, on ac-

count of cobble stones.

"Porter's Rock," left of the road.
A mile beyond this, you descend to the lower land

pgain. The descent is st^'ep. lcna;thy and sanuy.

Bitter Creek and Cold Spring.
This wa.s dry, September 13- ilereis plenty of timber,

and if there is no water, you will find plenty three and i.

half mile= further.

Bitter Creek—second crossing.

Bend in the road. _ _ -

Road turre pouth about two hundred yards, to avoid
a deep ravine, thrMi back again the same distance.

Dead Timber creek, 10 i'eet wide.
Plenty of timber, gra^s and water.

Creek, south side the road.
You don't cross this creek, but go just above it. It if

a cood chance tu camp.

Small creek and spring : Lat. 42° 21* 51"
Not pafe to depend en iur a camping place. Little

prass and not much water—dry, September 13, 1647.

Steep hill, quarter mile up.
Pleasant view of the surroundina country from the

sumniit. The descent steep in several places, and many
cobblestones in the road.

"Horse Creek" and Heber's Spring. -

The spring lays a little to the right of the road, at thf

edge of timber. If it is dry. there is water in the creek
about i;ne hundred yards north from this spring.

Bluff jths of a mile to the summit.
Difricult to ascend on account of six or seven steep

places, where vou will prob^blv have to double teams,

Small creek : Lat. 42= 29' 58". -

After crossing this, you cross five others, about a mile
apart, but none of them safe to depend on for a campinc
place, being little grass, and Ices (if any) water.

)2 522

7i 529i

44 5333

i 5344

U 536^

H 5374

43 542i

4i 5464

3
2

547i
549i

i 550

U 5514

U 559i

i 5594

54 565

24 5674

2i 5693
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rnOMINEKT POINTS AND KEMAKKS DiST.
miles

h'jom
I

i-ruiu

WQjiS.iCoiGSL
miles.

I
miles.

Sih small creek from the last.

Alter crossing this, you ascend a liigh bluft', the top rl

which i3 a succession ol hills Kiid holloWB fur five miles.
Thp rood is good, but crooked.

" La Bonte" river, 30 feet wide, 2 ft. deep.
Good place to camp—plenty of timber, grass, umi

water. There is also a good chance, a mile iurther. ricnt}
of wild min?, on the cit'ek.

Branch of La Bonte, 10 feet wide, 18 inch-

es deep. - - . - -

Donl'tfui about water. Steep bnuke. You have now
traveled near a mile over this dark, red sand, and will find

it continue three and a half miles further.

Very small creek. - - - -

Little chance for gruEs, and less for water. One mil*
beyond this, you ascend another blutl". but the road is tot

crably straight and good. Look out for toada with horni
nnd tails.

Very small creek. - - - -

"Very poor clianie for camping.

Very small creek. - - - -

The road runs down the channel of this creek, near
two hundred yards, but there is little grass on ii.

A La Prele river, one rod wide, 2 ft. deep
Current rapid—good place to camp. Land betwt-en

creek.s mostly sandy and barren. Xtoad from here to tht

riatte very uneven, being a succession of hills and hollows

Small creek. - - - - -

No place to camp—doubtful for water.

Box Elder creek, 5 feet Avide.
Clear water, and plenty—but not much grass. Noi

very good to cross, banks being steep. Some timber rn it

Fourche Boise river, 30 feet wide, 2 feet,

deep: Lat. 42° 51' 5".
Current rapid. Plenty of good grass and timber.

North fork of Platte river. - - -

Not much grass here. You will now *lnd a sandy roai-

and heavy traveling.

*' Deer Creek," 30 feet wide, two feet deep :

Lat. 42" 52' 50'^ Altitude, 4,864 feel
Lovely place to camp. Swift current, clear water,

and abundance of fish. Nice grove of timber on the banks,
and a coal mine about n quarter of a mile up. on the ea«i

side. After this, you will find sandy roads for nine miles,
but not much grnss.

Deep hollow, or ravine—steep banks. -

Sudden bend in the road. - - -

To avoid a deep ravine.

Grove of timber on the banks of the river,
Good chance tfp camo. Lat 4'^'-' 51' 47'.

Crooked, muddy creek, 12 ft. wide, 1 deep,
Not good to cror^.-:—steep bnuke. Plen'y of g'-aes, but

no wood.

Muddy creek, 3 feet wide. - - -

Soft banks and la I lo cross. C( nsidcrable small tim
her, but little grase. After this, good but crooked road.

Deep gulf. -----

4^ 5744

8^ 5823

5 5873

64 594

64 6004

1

2 6003

H 6024

H 6064

1 6074

n 610J

4 6143

5 6193

24

5^

6224
628

1 629

1 630

51 6353

21 6384
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PROMINENT POINTS AND IlEMARK?. DrsT.
miles

From
\V Qrs.
inil<*6

CufGSL
mile?.

Creek, two feet wide. - _ -

No ploce to camp.

Muddy creek, 5 feet wide, I5 feel deep.
No chnncd to ciuiip.

2 ravines, near together : Lat. 42° 51' 44".
Opposite here tbere ia a fording place, where compa

nies 3:cner!tlly have forded the river.

Creek five feet wide. - - -

Abundance of hah, early in the season, but little grass
and no timlier.

Upper Platte ferry and ford.
Plenty of feed and some timber on both Fidrs the river

(Pee Note 4.) Lat. 42^ 30' iS". Altit ide 4.fe7o feet.

Road turns south, and rises a long hill. -

Ascent gradual. Many Eininilar looking rocks on thf

Bouth side. Descent rough and crooked. Towards lh«

foot, road very uneven.

Mineral spring and lake. - - -

Con=idered poisonous. No bad taste to the water, un-
less the cattle trHmple in it. In that case it becomes black,

nnd is doubtless poisonous. No timber near.

Rock avenue and steep descent. -

Ti'c road here passes between high rocks, forming f

hind of avenue or gateway, for a quarter of a mile.

Alkali swamps and sprinj^s.
This cught tu be avoided as a camping ground—it i'

n email vall.^y, surrounded by high blufta. The Innd ex
cceding miry, and smells bad. There is a creek of goo(^

wiiter noi th-wett. No limbtr and little gritss. Next mile,

rough road.

Bmall stream of clear spring water.
Good camping place. Plenty of grass, but no wood.

" Willow Spring." - - - -

About three rods west of the road, at the foot of wil-

lov.- bushes. Water cold and good—grass plenty, but creet
some miry.

''Prospect Hill," (summit.)
Plea-ant view of the surrounding country, to the

Pwcet AVater mountains.

Bad slough, - - - - -

Plenty of grfles, but little water. A mile furlhcr is h

hill, both steep ascending and descending.

Creek, 300 yards south of road. -

Plenty of grass, but no wood.

Small creek, left of the road.
Grass plentiful, but doubtful fnr water, and no wood

The road runs alongside this creek f&r h:ilf a mile.

Grease-wood creek, 6 feet wide 1 ft. deep.
Very little grass, and no fuel but wild p»"e. Uuai

from here to'tho tfweet Water sandy, and very neavy.

Alkali springs and lakes. - - -

Here g itlier your ?alersetiis from a lake, west of th(

road. Lnrd swampy, and smells bad. Water poisonous
*'• Sw-eet-water river," 8 rods wide, 2 ft.

deep.
Swift current^good water,

timber. (Sec Note 5)
Grass plentiful, but Utile

1

U
2.

1:

4i

040 391

641

644

647

648i

655i

661

6684

670A

674^

677;

678^

681

683

685^

6S7J

6931

698
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PROMINENT POINTS AND KEMAKKS. DiST.
mill'?.

brvia
WQbs
miles

From
ColGSL
miles.

Independence Rock and ibrd.
On tlio jioiih tide of llie livcr— about six hundret

yiirds Inn:.', imd n Inindrcd nnd tw enty wide, compo&cd o'

luuJ Gr;initf. (See Note 5 )

Devil's Gate^ ...^ - - - _

A little west from the road. The river here pasecf
between jjerpcniiicular rotks lour hundred IVet hi^h.

—

This is a curiosity wurtliy of ft traveler's notice.

Creek two feet wide. - - - -

Not ;rood to cro.=3. The rond runs near the rivcj

bunks ibr ten miles after this.

Creek, 6 feet \vide. - - - -

Good to cro^s. Water and grpss plenty, but l.nck.-

timber. Vou ^ill find grass all along on the banks of tht
river, but very little wood.

Deep ravine and creek. - - -

Plenty of grass and water, but no wood.

Deep ravine and creek. - - -

Doubtful for water.

Road leaves the river : Lat. 42° 28' 25".
Road alter this, sandy and heavy, and passee over i

liigft' blurt". Land barren fur eeven end a half miles
'(tSe»' Note 6.)

Alkali Lake. -----
On the left of the read.

Sage creek. - - - - -

No gvas?. HJ?h banks. Doubtful for water, but Wild
.Sn::o plentiful. One and three-quarter miles further yoi
arrive on the I'iver banks a','ain.

Creek^ three feet wide. - - -

Doubtful for water, but the road runs close to the
rivrr.

Higli gravelly bluff. - - - -

Lett uf tb.e ruad, and a very cood place to camp.

Bitter-cotton-wood creek. - - -

Doubtful fur water and grass. Seme timber on it. Af
ter this, the road leaves the river for &ix miles.

Road arrives at the river. - - -

Leave the old road and ford the river. -

By furding here, the road is shorter, and you avoi^
muth very heavy, sandy road. Lat. 4C° 31' i^U".

lioad turns between the rocky ridges. -

After this, you ford the river twii.e—but it is easily
forded. Ihen the road leaves the river aydn.

Ford No. 4—good camping place.
Alter Jliis, the road leaves the river wgain. and you

will probably tind no water lit to drink for sixteen and i*

hrdt' miles.

Ice Spring. « - - - -

Thi^ i-^ un a luw, swnmjiy spot of land on the li^'hi

of the road. Ice may generally te fourd. by digLjingdovvn

nbuut two feet. There are two alkali lakes a Utile lurlher.

Alkali springs. - - - - -

On the lelt of the road

Steep descent from the bluffs.

Ford of Sweet-water, No. 5. - -
j

Plenty of good trass and willow bushes. Paver about

three rods T^'ide, and two feet deep. I

-i 698-^

5^ 704

i 7044

1
2 705

6i 71U

3 712

3 715

i 71 5i

n
1

720i

724i

725^

727

733i
733-4

735

743

7481

749

758-i

7594
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PROMINENT POINTS AND REMARKS. DiST.
miles

1- rum
WQes,
mile?-

Creek a rod wide. - - -

D'lubll'u! tor water.

Bluff or hill, IJ miles to summit.
The ascent trnidual, though steci' in foine places,

Road joins the river, and fords it.

The river in forced here, to avoid crossina; the nexi
hiijh. sandy ridge, making the road much better, and somt
sbort'^r.

Ford back. - - - - -

River banks and stream, 25 feet wide. -

This sippears to be a branch of the riircr, mnnin;;
round a piece of land, about a quarter of a mile wide.

Creek, two feet wide: Lat. 42° 28' 36".
A good cold fpring. a little to the right of the road

etid a sottewamp just below, but it is agoodplace to camp

Road leaves the river. - - «

Good camping place. Afterthia, the road winds around
and over a succession of hilla and hollows, for three nailer

Rough, rocky ridges. - - -

Daugerous to wagons, and ought to be crossed with
care.

Soft swamp and very small creek.
No plwce to camp.

Creek, a foot wide. - - -

Creek, two feet wide.

Strawberry creek, five feet wide.
Ph?nty of grass and water, and some willows. Goo(j

place to cftmp. There is a poplar grove about a mile below

Quaking-aspen creek. - - _

Tills rises in a small grove of timber on the south sidi

t^e road, but is not safe to depend on for water.

Branch of Sweet-water, 2 rods wide, two
feet deep. - - - - -

Good place lo camp. Water good and cold. Grass
and willows, plenty.

Willow creek, 8 feet wide, 2 feet deep.
Good camping place for grass, water and willows

The lord is near thn-e rods wide.

Sweet-water, 3 rods wide, 3 feet deep.
Good place to camp. After traveling seven miles be-

yond this, and pas;jiDg between the Twin mounds, yoi

will find a good camping place a quarter of a mile north

of the road.

South Pass, or summit of dividing ridge.

This is the dividing ridge between the waters of th(

Atlanti' and Pacific. Altitude, 7.0S5 feet.

Pacific creek and springs. - - -

Abundance of crass any where for a mile. Good
water, and plenty of Wild ?age fur fuel.

Pacific creek (crossing) three feet wide:

Lat. 42^ IS' 58": Long. 108' 40' 0".

Not gi^od to cross Pretty good place to camp, except

for wood. After you leave here you wjU find a good road

but very little water.

Dry Sandy. - - - - -

The water brackish, and not good for cattle. Very
little grass, but no wood.

1

4 7591

i 760

n 1

^2 763^

I 764

764i

3 767^

2 769A

24 772

3 775

i

2

7761
777
779

1 780

2i 7S2I

2; 785

43 7891

91 7994-

3 t;o2i

u 804

9 813
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PKOMINENT POINTS AND REMARKS. DiST.
miles.

W. ans CofGSL
miles.

I
miles.

Junction of California and Oregon roads.
Take the left band road. Good road a lew miles, alter

wards sandy and heavy.

Little Sandy, 20 feet wide, 2J feet deep.
Muddy water—swift current. Plenty of willows and

wild sage. Abundance of grass down the stream. After
this, barren and sandy land.

Big Sandy, 7 rods wide, 2 feet deep : Lat.

42° 6^ 42". ... -

Good chance to camp. A few miles further, you will

find a short piece of rough road, over rocks and cobblt
Btones. No grass or water after this for near 17 miles.

Big Sandy. _ - - - _

Good chance to camp. After this, barren, sandy lend
and heavy road till you arrive at Green river.

Green river ford, 16 rods wide. -

Good camping any where on the banks, and plenty oi

timber. It is not difficult fording in low water, but if too
high to ford, the best crossing place is up stream. Latitude
—2 miles above—41° 52' 37"; Long. 109° 30'. Alt. G.UOO feet,

Good camping place on Green river.
" Plenty of grass hnre. But no other very good chanct

tn camp on thig side the river.

Road leaves Green river. * - -

No grass nor water after this for fifteen and a hal""

miles. Land rolling, barren—mosUy sandy, and several
steep plrtces to pass.

Black's fork, 6 rods wide, 2 feet deep. -

Good chance to camp, and a nice place, though nnl
much timber.

Ham's fork, 3 rods wide, 2 feet deep. -

Rapid current, cold water, plenty of bunch grass and
willows, and is a good camp ground.

Black's fork again. - - - -

Not much grass, but plenty of willows. You will now
have some uneven road, with many ravines.

Small creek, 2 feet wide. - - -

No grass, and probably no water.

Black's fork, third lime. - - -

After crossin2 you will lind a good camping place
ripnty of bunch grass ; also, wild Ilax,

Black's fork, fourth ^ttme. - - -

You ford again at a good camping place.

Stream 2 rods wide, 2 feet deep.
A'eiy swift current, and plenty of bunch grass. Roai

pretty i ough after this.

Stream—good camping place at a bend,
Y< u do nut cross the stream, lut their i.? a good ramp

ing place, where ibe rciid pa=ECS a liemi of ih^- crrek.

" Fort Bridger: " Lat. 41° ]9'13"; Long.
^'. lltr'5'; Altitude, 6,665 feet.

- Yfiu cross 1"l ur ru^liinjr crfi'k?. within ha!l" a mile, be
fore j-ou 1- m-n the Kort, iiiid by traveliti!; hnlf :i mile be-

yond ihti Fort, you will cross three others, and Ibcn finii

& goed place to camp.
The lortis composed of foiirlog liouses and nemal

enclosure lor horses. Land exceeding rich— water coU
uud ?(iud, and considerable liinhcr.

6 819 212

71

17

10

n

15^

33

II

103

2

2

23

3-2
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852
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863^
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882i
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PROMINENT POINTS AND REMARKS. DiST.
miles.

from
I

From
WObs. CofGSL
miles, t miles.

Cold Springs, on the. right side the road.
Tiiertj ia timber here, and ic ia a pretty good camping

place.

Small creek and springs. - - -

No feed here, and no |)lace to camp.

Summit of High Ridge: Lat. 41° 16' 11"
After Ihis, you travel several miles on tolerably level

land, then you deeccnd to lower land by a steep, tedioui
route.

Muddy Fork, 12 feet wide.
Plenty of bunch grass and \vill0w3. Water clear, and

not bad tasted. After this, you will probably find no good
water tor eleven miles.

Copperas, or Soda Spring. -

Left of the road at the loot ot a hill. The road now
begins to ascend another hi^h ridize.

Summit of Ridge: Altitude 7,315 feet,

The descent ia lengthy, and some tedioua. About bali

way down you pass over rough rocks, and the pasa being
narrow, makes it dangerous to wagons.

Copperas, or Soda Spring. -

Cattle will drink this water, and there ia plenty of

grass around it. A little further the road turns to the left

Hnd passes down a narrow ravine.

Spring of good water, south side the road.
This is surrounded by high grass, close to the creek

eitle. There is another epring a little further on the noith
Bide the road, which will probably be the last water you
will find till you arrive at Sulphur creek.

Kast foot of dividing ridge. - - -

Dividing ridge between the waters of the Coloradi

and Great Basin. Ascent very steep and crooked—narro\^

Bummit and steep descending. Alter thi?. crooked road
between mountains. Altitude of ridge, 7,700 feet.

Sulphur creek, 10 feet wide.
Plenty of grass and eome willows ; also, small ccdai

ftt the foot of the mountain. (See Note 7.) _

Bear river, 6 rods wide, 2 feet deep. -

Swift current—c^ear cold water; plenty of timber and
grass. Altitude at ford, ti,83i3 feet.

Summit of Ridge. _ - - -

Half a mile further you cross a small ridge, then de
seend into. anU travel dowu a nice narrow bottom, where
is plenty of crass.

Sprinsj of clear, cold water.
On the south eide the creek, about two rods from thr

road. Tbe epring is deep—water clear, cold and good
Perhaps it will not be easy to find, being surrounded b;

high grass.

Yellow creek, cross at foot of rocky bluffs.

You will soon cress this again, find about a. mile fur-

ther you a«cend another luug lidge, the ascent beingpreltj

Eteep and tedious-

Summit of Ridge. - - -

Descent pretty stpep. About three-fourths of a mile

down from ihc summit, is a spring uf good cold water
Ihe left of the road.

6i 9233

U 925

1 926

4i 930J

33 934i

13 936

1 937

4h 941

J

1 942J

6 948i

li 950^

2i 953

11 9541

41 959A

Is 96U
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PROMINENT POINTS AND REMARKS. DiST.
miles

\V«RS Cc.fCISI.
nii!e.-i. DJilP3.

Cache Cave and head of Echo creek: Al-
titude, 6,070 feet.

Cftvc in the blufi'^ north. Soveial Eprings along thf

road, helore you arrive hero, and one. a miarter ot'a mih
south from the Cave. Plenty of giuss, i\itd a goodplact
1o cnnip.

Cold spring, on tlie right of the road. -

This also i.s a good pl:ice to canip.beine plenty of griisfi

Cold spring, south side the road. -

At the fcjotof a hi^li hill. <_!ood phice to CHinp. After
this, ynij travel down a narrow ravine, I etvveen hi;;!

mountains, rill you arrive at Webor river. Not much dif
tifuUy for camping down it.

Deep ravine, - - - - -

Sleep on both banks. After this, you will crosa Echo
rreek .1 nxiraber of times, but in no plare verv dilficult.

Red fork of Weber river : Alt. 5,301 feet.
There is n grtod camping place a mile before you ar-

rive he)e. Al^o, almost any where on the banks of tin

river. Plenty of timber. The stream abounds vWth spotter
Trout.

Weber river ford, 4 rods wide, 2 ft. deep.
Good to ford. Plenty of gracs and timber ou botl

Fides the river.

Pratt's Pass, to avoid the Kanyon,
'J'he K;inyon is a few miles below, wliero the river

runs brtwecn high mountains of rocks, tfume emigrants
liave passed through, but it is dangerous.

E^ist loot of Long hill. - - -

There is a ?maU ci eck di^ccnds down the ho'low. u]
which the rond is made. Theie are several springs neai
t'lc road.

Bridge (over the creek.) - - -

Not a Lad )>l:icc to camp.

Summit of Ridge. - - - -

The couDt:y wett looks rough and moun'ainous. The
dpccent is not iiteasant, bein^ mot-tly on the tide hill.

Small creek, left of liie road.
CtooiI p^ice to cimp. Plenty of erafP, wnier fmd wjl.

lows. The road here turns nnith a quarter of a mile, then
west, and ascends a tterii hill.

Kanyon creek, 1 rod wide, 1 foot deep:
"Lat. 40" 54' 7". - - - -

You have to crof^s tl !- crrok lliirtecn limes, besides
two had twiimpe. 'I'lie road is daiigOTOU' tn wagons, on
account r.fdc-sp, high lui-hes, t'-eci'i'f*hd Bhuri turns in the
rotd. Goo 1 pi ce lo cainj». (Ste Xote l*.)

Leave Kanyon creek, '^^^^^a^-

Hero you turn to tluj right, and begin to airend tht
h'ghe^t mount 'in yon cro.'^s in the whole jnurney. Yuu
travel through timber, some on tide hills, and cross tht
CfHt^k a niinil.ur of times.

b'mali Spring, lel't of llie road.
^'ou Will probably lind wa'or in ff veral places, hut ii

ia unc'vtf'in v^here, as it runs but a httle way in a place,

hud then sinks in the err h.

Summit of mountain : Altitude. 7,245 i'i^ei.

V(,n havo now a vit-w nf ihc t^ouih part uf the \' alley

' I" Iho inrnt ^n]f l.^tlvc. 'I'We ihii-MU i- tlrt-v. leiigihy

i.a i it'iiious. on accouni ol biiiniiis in ihc i oad. '

.
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PnOSilNENT POINTS AND REMARKS. DiST.
iTom
WQb3.
milee.

iTom
CofGSL
miles.

Bridge over a deep ravine. - - .

TUis is dangerous t<j cross, and a wagon may be easily

iip=ct. Tile ruiid lays tlirough a forest of smHll limber,
rmd is uniiieasant traveling.

Brown's crock and spring. - - -

Not a bad place to camp, but tliere is a much better
one. hriU'a mile lower down.

Cold spring on Brown's creek. -

Within a rod of the road, on the cast side, under a
grove of BlacI: Birch bushes. Good place to camp, but
^ome miry. Good camping any wiiere for two miles
lower.

Leave Brown's creek. ...
You now ascend another high mountain, by a steep

and crooked road. On both sides this mountain, there arc
many Serviceberry bushes.

Summit of last ridge. . - - -

The descent is very steep, all the way, till you arrive

on the banks of Last creek.

Last creek. . - - - -

You cross this creek nineteen times. Several f.f the

crossings are dilhcult. There are several side hills which
require care in teamsters. Three camx>iog places on it

but the road is roush.

Mouth of the Kanyon. . - -

Y'ou now enter the Valley »f the Salt Lake. The road
at the mouth of the Kiinyon bad. and rough with stumps
Afterwards, descending and good.

City or tue Great Salt Lake.

311014
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113
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The city is located within three miles of the mountains,

which enclose the east side of the valley—within three miles

of the Utah outlet, and twenty-two miles of the Salt Lake.

The land is gradually sloping, from the mountain to within a

mile of the Outlet, and is of a black, loose, sandy nature. A
stream of water rushes from the mountains east of the city,

and, at the upper part, it divides in two branches, both of

whicli pass through tiie city to the Outlet. The water is

good, and very cold, and abundance for mill purposes, or for

irrigation. The air is good and pure, sweetened by the healthy

breezes from the Stlt Lake. The grass is rich and plentiful,

and well filled with rushes, nnd the parses in the mountains

aflbrd abundance of good timber, mostly balsam Fir.

The valley is about forty miles long, and from twenty to

twenty-five miles wide. It is beautifully surrounded on the

west, south, and east by higli mountains. Salt Lake extends

from a point a little south of west, from the city, to about

eighty miles north, forming the nnrlh-western boundary of llie
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vallej'. Tliere are two sulphur springs a mile and a half north

from the *Tempi.e Block ; the water is salt, and a little warmer

than blood : two miles further north there is a sulphur spring

of boiling water. There is not much land on the north part of

the valley fit for cultivation ; but the east side is well adapted

for farming, being well watered by several large creeks, and

the soil beautiful. The land on the west of the Utah Outlet,

is also good for farming, and easily irrigated from the south end

of the Outlet.

The latitudes, longitudes, and altitudes are copied from

the observations and calculations made by Elder O. Pkatt.

The variation of the magnetic needle, at the City of the

Great Salt Lake, 15° 47' 23" east, as determined on the 30th

July, A. D. 1847, by the mean of several observations, and

calculations of the Sun's Azimuths and Altitudes.

* Latitude cf northern boundary of Temple Block, 40° 45' 44".

Longitude of do. do. do. 111° 26' 34".

Altitude of do. do. do. 4,300 feet.
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NOTES.
Note i. If the Elk Horn river is fordable, you leave the

main road a mile belbrc you strike the river, and turn noilli.

After leaving the road ihrce-fourlhs of a mile, you will cross

a very bad creek or slough, being soft and miry ; but, by

throwing in long grass, it will be good crossing. You then

travel three-fourths of a mile further, and arrive at the ford.

You will go up stream when fording, and gradually come
nearer to the opposite shore, till you strike a piece of low land

on the west side
;
you then pass by a narrow, crooked road,

through the timber, till you arrive on the open prairie. You
will then see a pusi erected in near a south direction, about

a mile distant. Go straight to that post, and you will find a

good bridge over the creek—and there, again strike the main
road. From here, you liave before you near five hundred

miles travel over a flat, level country, and a good road, with

the exception of several sandy blufls mentioned herein. The
road generally runs from one to two miles from the Platte

river, but not too I'ar to turn off to camp in case of necessity.

All camping places, which lay near the road, are mentioned in

this work. You will find near two hundred miles without

timber, but in that region you will find plenty of buflalo chips,

which are a good substitute for fuel. Buffiilo arc numerous
after you arrive at the head of Grand Island, and continue two
hundred miles.

Note ir. The descent to the ford is steep, and at the boftotn

very sandy. Your best chance to ford will, probably, be to

enter the river opposite to where you descend from the bluff;

then go near a straight course, but inclining a little down
stream, till more than half way over, when you will find a

sand-bar. Follow this, down stream near half a mile, and
you will then see a good place to go out on the south side. In

this river the channels often change—the old ones fill up, and

new ones are made—hence, the wisdom and necessity of hav-

ing several men go across on horses, to find the best route, be-

fore you attempt to take wagons over. If this precaution is

not taken, you may plunge vo\ir wagons from a sand-bar into

a deep bole, and do much damage. If you ford up stream, and

come out higher than where you enter, after crossing, strike

tor the bluffs, in a direction a very little west of south, till

you arrive on the old road.

On arriving at Prairie creek, if you take a south-west

course, a short day's drive will bring you to Wood river, six;

or eight miles above where the old roail crosses ; and by kccp-

insr the same course after crii;>ini;' AVood river, vou will strike
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the Platte ten or twelve miles above where Wood river emp-
ties into it. By this means the road would be jliortened at

least five miles, and probably much more.

Note hi. Fort "John, or Laramie," lays about oiic and a

lialf miles from the river, in near a south-west course, and is

composed of a trading establishment, and about twelve houses,

enclosed by a wall eleven feet high. The wall and houses are

built of adobes, or Spanish brick. It is situated on the Lara-

mie Fork, and is a pleasant location : the latitude of the Fort

is 42' 12' 13"; longitude 104° 11' 53", and altitude above the

sea, 4,090 feet. After leaving here you begin to cross the

" Black Hills," and will find rough roads, high ridges, and

mostly barren country. There is, however, not much diffi-

culty in finding good camping places, each day's travel, by ob-

serving the annexed table.

There is a road follows the river, instead of crossing the

Black Hills, and it is represented as being as near, and much
better traveling if the river is fordable. By following this

road 5'ou have to cross the river three times extra, but will
.

find plenty of grass, wood, and water. If the river is fordable

at Laramie, it is fordable at those three places, and you can go

that route safely.

Note iv. The best place to ford will probably be a little

below the bend in the river. After this you have fifty miles

to travel, which is dangerous to teams, on account of Alkali

springs. Great care siiould be taken to avoid them, by select-

ing a camping place where none of these springs are near.

Note v. In low water the river is easily forded opposite to

the Rock Independence ; but, if not fordable here, a good place

can be Ibnnd a mile higher up the river.

Independence Rock is one of the curiosities to be seen on

the road, mostly on account of its peculiar shape and magni-

tude. There are many names of visitors painted in various

places, on the south-east corner. At this corner most travelers

appear to have gone up to view the top; but there is a' much
belter place on the north side, about half way I'rom end to end.

Latitude lA miles below 42° 30' 16".

The road along the Sweet Water is mostly sandy and heavy

traveling. You will find many steep places, and as you ap-

proach the Rocky Mountains, you will find some liig!i hills to

travel over.

After crossing the mountains the country is level, but still

barren, and, if (jossible, more sandy. You will have to make

some long drives to obtai)i water for camping. There is great

lar-k nf timber, from iho Upper Platte ferry lo I'ovl Bridger,
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and in fact scarcely any kind but willows. In all this region

the willows and wild sage form your chief ingredient for fuel.

Note vi. It is supposed that a good road can be made liere,

by following the banks of tlie river. If so, these high bluffs,

and much sandy road, would be avoided.

Note vii. At the foot of the mountain, on the south side

the road, and at the edge of the creek, there is a strong sulpliur

spring. A little above the spring, on the side of tlie moun-
tain, js_a bed of stone coal. At the foot of the bluff, west of

where you cross the creek, is a noble spring of pure, cold

water ; and about a mile from this place, in a south-west

course, is a," Tar," or " Oil Sjjring," covering a surface of

several rods of ground. There is a wagon trail runs within a

short distance of it. It is situated in a small hollow, on the

left of the wagon trail, at a point where the trail rises a higher

bench of land.

When the oil can be obtained free from sand, it is useful lo

oil wagons. It gives a nice polish to gun-stocks, and has been

proved to be highly beneficial when applied to sores on horses,

cattle, &c.

Note viii. From (he summit of this ridge, you 'vyill see

to the west, a ridge of high, rough, peaked rocks. The road

runs at the south foot of that ridge, and there crosses Yellow

creek. From the place where you now stand, the road runs

through a beautiful narrow vallej', surrounded by gently rolhng

hills, and is pretty straiglit and pleasant traveling, till you ar-

rive at that ridge of rocks. There is little difficulty in finding

a good camping place, between here and the ridge in view, ex-

cept for fuel, which is scarce. There are several springs of

good water along the creek.

Note ix. On this creek is a very rough piece of road

;

the bushes are higli, and road narrow, in consequence of which

wagon covers are liable to be torn, and bows broke. There

are many short turns in it, where wagon tongues are liable (o

be broke. Some of the crossing places are bad. There is a

good camping place where first you strike the creek—one

about half way up, and one a quarter of a mile before you leave

the creek.

The ascent up the next mountain is both lengthy and tedi-

ous, mostly through high timber, and there are many stumps

in the road. It is a chance whether you will iind any water

till you descend on (lie west side.

From this creek to the valley is decidedly the worst piece

of road on (he whole journey, but the distance is short, and by

using care and patience, it is casilv acronijdislied.






