
THIRTY-SIX MILES OF HISTORY 

BY WAYN'I! WtLGOX' 

W ith some small variations the Mormon Pioneer Memorial 
Highway closely follows the route token by the Mormon 

Pioneers through the W asatch Mountains and into Soh lake 
Valley. Starting at Henefer the route winds thirty-six milu 
through the crown of t.he Wasatch Mountains. and ends at the 
This Is the Place Monument. at the mouth of Emigration Canyon. 

From 18i7 to 1862. txcept for a btid period in 1850. when 
Parley P. Pratt's Golden Puu Road was partially used, this 
route was the sole mt.ans of entrance into the valley from the 
east. Along this route came all the wagons of the immlgrants, 
the freighters, the Pony Express. and Johnston's Army. let us 
start at Henefer and tra« those la..t thirty-six historic m!les into 
Salt lake Valley. 

The lint wheeled vehlelu over this route were those of 
the Dooner Party, who preceded the Mormon mlgratioo by one 
year. These people. with their tweoty-thcee wagons. required 
sixteen days o r constant work cutting the trail through the 
Wasatch, The Mormons. who followed in their tracks a year 
later. came through In thcee days. but not without considerable 
labor-the Donner ttaeks. •n some places, having been complete.ly 
obliterated. T urning southwest at Henefer. a few rods north 
of a monument commemorating thts famous route, we pr«ted 
up Main Canyon on a smOO<h oiled highway. with the old trail 
twisting Its way along Henefer Creek. After winding six miles 
up Main Canyon we ~rrive at lhe summit or ·'Hogsback." where 
William Clayton of the Mormon party put up o guidebonrd, "80 
miles to Fort Bridge.r." 

The old trail here was not txtremdy steep. but being mostly 
on the side bUI. It required the upen care of the teamsters to 
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keep the sliding wagons upright. Just over the summit or the 
Hogsback still can be seen the deep tracks or the wagons, as 
thty wound down into Dixle Hollow. Here, at Dixle Hollow. 
Is the slte o[ the Dixie Creek Pony Express Station .. This seems 
to have been a favorite campground, as both tbt Mormon and 
Donner parties made this their £irst camp after leaving the 
Weber River. 

Much labor was required by the Donners and Mormons In 
descending the next three miles down brush·choked Dixie Hol
low. Both parties wert forc:td to pull up a ravine to the west and 
dttour tht i.mpassable bottoms. It was many years lace.r btfore 
a road was cut completely through Dixie Hollow. Their labors 
were increased when they £inally reached the floor or East 
Canyon. Orson Pratt wrote in his journal of the tremendous 
labor in cutting a road through the thic.k willows. which for tlJe 
next eight ntiles covered the floor of the canyon. 

The trail crossed tlJe stream thirteen times in this stretch. 
and even llJl late as 1860. the road up East Canyon still crossed 
the creek thirteen times. The trail today Is covered largely by the 
waters of East Canyon. R .. ervoir, and It ls bard to Imagine the ex
treme labor of those early immigrants in cutting their way through 
here. The site of Bauchmann's Pony Express Statlon Is reached 
next, and hue the Pioneer Memodal Highway leaves the trail and 
turns to the right up Little Dutch Hollow. where it regains the trail 
at the summit of Big Mountain. The Immigrants left East Canyon 
four milu above Bauchmann's E_xpress Station and tu.rned up a 
lateral ravine known as Little EmJgration Canyon. The four mUts 
of trail up Little Emigration Canyon to the summit of Big Mou.n.
tain ptobably gave the Pioneers their greatest trouble, as It 
required aU their effort to gel the wagons up the steep pitches 
and over the large boulders that filled the canyon. 

Looking at it today. It seems Impossible that anyone could 
possibly bring wagons up through that rough ravine. However, 
up they came, and llnally attained the summit of Big Mountain 
where they gl!mpsed a portion of Great Salt Lake Valley and 
journey's encl The traU down Big Mountain is best desc.ribed 
by Albert Tracy. who was a member of Johnston's Army. He 
writes in his journal, under date of June 25, 1858: '"So steep. 
so smooth. and so rocky was thi• d-..cent. that a mule or hotse 
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might scon:dy keep his looting going down, while In spite of 
drags, wagons, o r ambulonces, could only be gotten to the base 
by means of ropes held hard by the men. , . .''' The wheel sears 
of the thousands of wagons that came down that slope still can 
be seen today. The trail winds down to Mountain Dell Canyon 
and here. at the base of Little Mountain. the wagons nopptd and 
p<epared to ascend the last major obstruction before entering the 
volley. 

Passage on down through the Mrtow brush-filled defile of 
Parley's Canyon was imposstblt, and it was necessary to cross 
the summit of Little Mountain and attain the valley through 
Emigration Canyon. The trail winds down the west slope of 
Little Mountain and plainly Is visible t.oday and comes in at the 
Last Camp Monument on the highway. T he wagons proceeded 
live miles on_ down Emigration Canyon where they arrived at 
Donner Hm. On arriving at this point, rathe.r than cut through 
the thick brush around the side of this hill, the Donner Party 
doubled their teams and brought their wagons up and over the 
perpendicular incline. 

Mormon journalists of the Pioneer party also record the 
problem they bad in gaining entrance into the Valley of the 
G<eat Salt Lake. On July 21 , 1847, Orson Pratt observed that 
''the wagons last season bad passed ovu an c.xceecUngly steep 
and dangerous hill. Mr. [Erastus) Snow aad mysdf ascended 
this hill, from the top of which a broad open valley, about 20 
miles wide and 30 long. lay stretched out before us. •.• we 
could not refrain from a shout or joy wblcb almost iavoluntatlly 
escaped from our lips the moment tbl$ grand and Jovdy scenery 
was within our view.'' His companion. Erastus Snow, .sim.ilatly 
dtseribtd their entrance into the valley. William Clayton's Jour
nal enuy for the following day says: 

Alter traveling oat and three-quartus miles [down 
Emigration Canyon], we found the road aoosing the 
uttk again to the south (mispdnted " north" in the 
published Journal) side and then ascending up a very 
stttp, high hill It Is so very steep as to be almost lm-

t-n.. Utah Wor joumal ol Albut Tracy, I&Sa-1860." Uto/1 H .. orico/ 
o-<<r~v. x:ru (19tSI. lS. 
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possible for htavy wagons to ascend and so narrow 
that tht least accident might precipitate a wagon down 
a bank three or four hundred lett.-in which case it 
would certainly be dashed to pieces. Colonel Markham 
ond on.other man we.nt ovu the hiJI and returned up 
the cunyon to see U a road cannot be cut through and 
avoid this hUI. ... Brother Markham says a good road 
can soon bt made down the canyon by digging a little 
and cutUng through tht bushes some ten or fifteen rods. 
A numbt-r o£ me.n went to work immediately to make 
the ro.1d which will be much better than to attempt cross
Ing the bill and will be sooner done .•.. Alter spending 
about lour hours' labor tht brethren succttded In cutting 
a pretty good road along the creek and tht wago,. pro
«tded on .. taking nta.r a southwest co~ 

In short the Mormon wagons "kept down the gulch ol 
Emigration to a point immediately above the prese.nt Hogle 
Gardens Zoo. then to avoid a marsh In the bonoms, pulled up 
on the benchland to the south, roughly paralleling the present 
Wasatch Boulevard but a few yards below It to arrive at the 
bench at the lntusection ol Wasatch Boulevard and Michigan 
Avenue, the northeast utrernity ol the present BoDneville Goll 
Course. From this point they wound down the sloping plateau 
to camp on Parleys Crtt.k. In the vicinity ol present 5th East 
and 17th South streets. This, it should be noted. was also the 
route ol Brigham Young two days later. Tbt 'This Is the Place 
Monument' nonb ol the gulch ol Emigration serves to com
memorate imposingly the hlstorie clreumstanct of the Monnon 
arrival in Salt lake Valley. but Is not to be taken as marldng 
the sitt where Brigham Young got his first sweeping view ol the 
future home ol the Saints-"2 

Anyone w!Ding to spend a lew hours' tlmt uaclng these 
last thirty-six milts over the Memorial Highway will be we.ll 
rewarded. Tbt wheel .cars ol the old covered wagol>$ art still 
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there; Donner Hill still obstructs the mouth ol Emigration 
Canyon, and Big Mountain stJU oilers the sublime view the 
Pioneers saw when they (Jrst obtained Its summit. With the 
linking ol the last siX and one-ball miles ol the Pioneer Mem. 
orial Highway by the Natlonal Guard. the old trail can be 
lollowed with comparative comlort in the lamlly ca.r. 
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