
MORMONS AND GENTILES ON THE ATLANTIC 

Bv PmuP A. M. TAYLOR• 

T HE emigration of Mormons from Europe:. to Nauvoo and Salt 
Lake City made up only a small fraction of the movement of 

people from the Old World to the United States in the nineteenth 
century. But just as the Mormons were c.onvinced that their 
t!.migration was divinely inspired. so they never ceased co claim 
that the details of Its organisation possessed unique ment. In 1819 
an editorial in Mille.nntal Star exclaimed: 

01 What a wide difference there Is between the emi· 
grating Saints and other emigrants! With the one there 
is union. haJ:mOny and ol:'de.r, with prayer and thanks
givi.ng and songs of rejoicing: while with the other there 
is disorder and con.fuslon. with cursing and bitterness 
and every evil passion. that not only renders themselves 
miserable. but any other weU-dJsposed person that pet· 

chance may be round among tbt wretcbe:d list.' 

Teo years later. Mormon superiority was claimed even more 
confidently: 

Y er the English Government, coup ltd with the Brights 
and social rtformers of the nation. who have seen In 
e.migraUon the door of tmandpatfon £or down·ttoddtn 
and distressed people, have not betn able to grapple with 
emigration policy Ill that masterly mannu which has 
been shown in the emigration operations of this Church. 
In those operations, under the chief directorship of Brig· 
ham, and carried out by his agents on behalf of the 
Church, the Saints have outdone a powuful Govern
ment backed by a host of reformeu belonging to a nation 
of boundless wealth and professed philanthropy. Such 
fact.< may surely give cause to the Saints to be proud of 
what the.y have done.' 

· Dr. Taylor il D British swdf:ot of Amtrieao history wfth sp«Jal 
cmDhasJs on tht- Mormon ctnfgtatlon from Great Britain. Stt his earlier arUde. 
''Why British Mormon~ Emigrate," Utah HUtodcAJ Qu..ttffig, XXIJ (July, 
1951}. 249-270. 

l£attu Dag Sllfrats' .Milltn.ni.al Star# XJ (Pebruary lS, l819) , S7. 
•Ibid .. XXI (S•pt<mbu 10. 1859), 589-90. 
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T o some extent. such daims were supported by Gentile contem~ 
porades. In 1855, when the shipS. Curling reached New York, 
a reporter wrote: 

The vessel w;:a.s the cleanest emjgrant ship we: have ever 
seen: notwJth.standing the large number of passengers, 
order, cleanliness and comfort prevailed on alJ hands, 
the between~decks were as sweet and well-ventilated as 
the cabin .. . It would be well If the packtt ships that 
ply between this port and Liverpool wer.e to imitate the 
systtm of management that prevailed on this shfp.' 

Pour years later the master o£- the Wil/lam Tapscott declared that 
of all the ninety thousand emigrants he had carried across the 
A~antfc, this Mormon company had given him the least trouble.• 
It Is the purpose of this article to show in what ma.one.r. and to 
what extent. the Mormons lmprove:d upon the current mdhods 
of transatlantic: migration, and to discuss the extent to which 
the systUJ tbe.y adopted resulted £rom a conscious attempt to 
correct e.xl.stlng abust.s. or, on the contrary, [rom factors embed· 
ded in tht general princtples or Church organisation. 

In the period of large-scale Mormon emigration. from 1810 
to the e,arly 'eighties, there were In force, though sometimes only 
for n year or two each, eleven British and eight Amedcan statutes 
of major importance. as well as state laws and British Orders in 
CounciJ. concerned with e.mjgration on the Atlantic. No attempt 
will be made he.re to examine these in detaiJ or to provide pedan· 
cicaJly minute documentation. What has to be. understood is 
simply the afm of the Jegfslatfon, the main provisions as they 
were consolidated in 1855. the maehinuy of enforcement. and 
the effectiveness of the whole effort to guarantee the emigrants 
safety and welfare. 

The aims of the laws wen:. first. to prevent fraud at the 
ports and. second, to ensure: sa fety and a minimum of comfort 
at sea. One official statement of U~4f2 sununarised the mauu 
thus: 

T o regula« the number of passengers fn eacb ship and 
to provide for the.i.r proper accommodation on board: to 

•N~w York Trtbunt!. May 23, t8SS. 
•N~w York Herald. May H. t&S9. 
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ensure a proper supply of provisio·ns and water lor their 
use: to provide lor the seaworthiness of the veasels: to 
protect the emigrant• from the numerous frauds to which 
their helplessness and ine.xperience ex-post them.• 

197 

Against the drawing up of o comprehensive code were ranged 
both general laisse•,f•ire prejudice and the clear understanding 
that cac.h regulation would tend to drive up shipowners· costs 
to the point at which poor people would be unoble to afford o 
passage.• Even on paper, thc.refore, the acope of the proteetJvc 
effort was limited. 

At the port o f embarklltlon, the low provided for the llcens, 
!ng of passenger brokers by just!ceo o f the peace, and later re, 
qulrod them to find sureties for good behnvlor. In 1855 llcenaing 
w.u extended to runners. who brought the brokers their busineas 
and charged a commission for doing so, just as the brokers re, 
ce.ivcd a commi.ssion from shipowners.' It was therefore posalble 
to e.xudse some control ovc.r the i$$ue o( tickets, and to mfnh:nlse 
the risk of theft of baggage. fraudulent sale of provisions and 
rent of lodgings. and similar crude loroiS ol tXplo!totion. T o 
enforce these and other aspects of the low, thece existed from 
1833 at the prlndpal British ports emJgrotJon officers. usually 
tttired naval lieut'e.nants ot tve.n captains; (rom 1810 the.se men 
were responsible to the Colonial Land and Emigration Commls· 
sloners in London. Often these olllctrs could get aggrieved emi
grants' money refunded without court action, and at other clmu 
the mavistr.lt'cs' c:ourt would leave to the,m the uses.sme.nt or com
pensation to emigrants.' They did much to deserve their eMiy 

·~ or Cokdal Laftd aoct Emlgriltlon Conual.uloacra. P•1ll•mtat&ty 
Papon 1&12. XXV, 69. 
·~ ol E.ol;.a- Commltttt. PorU.....tary p • ..,. 1826. v , ....... 

riona »9. 600. S~h by Lord Mouatcaglor tn 1845. HaMard. Third Stritt 
XCVII. columu SJ6. 0.. M~gb IW clucribt<l 1M d<vdop ... ot ol the 
P~ Acts.. u an uampic: of ct. b:tuc.h ln laJ~blr~ doccrlrw brought 
.bout by tnncapablc _prKtical prcbltcu. t.n hls valu.ablc attlclc. '1"M Rtgul ... 
- of 1M Emi-t Tral8c &om tho United Klo ..... 1812-SS," /riJA HW.,. 
lui St~. IX (Soptrmbcr. t9S1). 16:U9. 

'1'bt C'CIIftUflf:rdaJ 5flkal at Llvupool caa brt fouad ducrU>td lD the 
mdmot of sbpownua aod otbtn tswn co tbc Sdta Cocw:Dittn oa the 
-~..,.· Act>. Patlwomwy Po,.... ISSI. XIX, ood to 1M Sdt<t c-..t
t<c O<l CGilg.ut Sblpt. PoriWDmtory P-" 1&51. XIII. 

•Rt'pOrt of Co10cW Land aad EmiQradoa Coemi: 'c.:un. Par~Wamtary 
Papu> I&IS. XXVII. 95-99. UW<t>OOI Memuy. luot li. 1850: N.....t... 22, 
18SJ. F«d H. Hitd>l.,, Tb< ColoN~~ C..nd ond Bmilf<ll'"" ~ 
(Phllad<lptw., t9ll), 111. ItS, 151. ISS. 
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appt llotlon of "the appointed poor 1114n's friend.'.. But thdr 
eHrctiventu was Jlmlttd by tht size of thdr Job. They bad to 
tnforot lawo In a great variety of technical detail: yet. at Uvu
pool they numbered only Hvt. at a tlme when a dozen or more 
ahlpa carrying three thou,.nd emigrants might .,ll In a singlt 
day." There Is aome evidence In the years around 1850 that 
the stipendiary mnglstrate at Uverpool supplemented the work 
o£ the emlgrotion oHicers by dtsp1aylng conspicuous teal In pro
tecting emigrants. Mr. Rushton dealt with failures of ownen 
to provide ahuMtivu for ahlps that did not sail: with tbefu of 
baggage: with broken acting without licence: with extortion In 
aelllng ltore.s: with taking on board exc.,. passengus after 
lawful clenrance. Licencu were declared forfeit: fines of £5 
or £10 were Imposed: t.hrce montha' Imprisonment was the sen· 
tence on on o ld offender found among emigrants' baggage." 

The emigrants also hod to be protected at sea. Surveys were 
made ol the shlpa. Details were lold down lor the construction 
of dtcks and for ventilation. The amount of space to be pro
vided lor ench posaenger w .. defined so that each oblp bad a 
maxlmum lawfu l complement. To serve B$ 11 cheek on this. pa,s. 
Stngu lists early were required, Rations came to be specified In 
Increasing detail. While In 1819 Earl Grey had been able to say 
that the ac:ts merely ensured a re.serve "fn cast of the passengers· 
own provlslona !ailing them,"" by 1855 all the essential rations 
were to bt provided by 1he ship, with regular distribution. and 
cooking where appropriate." As for emigrants' health. Inspection 
before embarkation was ln1endc:d ro t.nsurt that no one went oo 
board Ill, to start epidemics during the voyage. But an observer 

•Report of Agt.n~nuaJ f« Emigration, P•rlht.mtntary P•pcn l&l1·l&. 
XL. 9. 

•f'J'M polct waa madt fon:eluUy In the Houae of Commocu Lo 1552, 
HOANn!. Tht«f S.rtt" CXXII, <Ofumn 69. 

nl.Jwrpool M~tattJI, January 12. 1849: Ot.umbtr 20. I&SO: Stpttmbtr 
JO, 18S2; Novtmbtr 22. t&SJ: June 23, 1&·51. Thtn arc but a ftw nampJu 
hom cht au1st ol tvidcact ln thll acw•p~pc:r, evtn for IS1S.S·t, the yws 
tiUdltd. 

"H.....,d, Third S.•lu. CVI, <Ofum., 382-83. 
U$bJpt Wtf"t' rcquJud to urry atoru for 1 voyagt: of •bout double the 

avttiQt kagth. But •lchough cht J6SS ect puiCrlbtd tvtn •ugar, butter a.ad 
cond.lmtotJ. tml;ruu were al'lnyl adviKd to takt amoktd ham. pldtlu, bed 
Ita. Umt Julct, ttc., •• tu_pptcmtnll. ~VIIeg and PutMm'• 8mt11r•fll• Gufdt 

ll.oodon. JM5), 22-27. R. Onoltt M<di<al Hint. /O< Bmtll'.,•• (Londoo, 
150). 1-t. 
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In 1850 said that the proceduzt wu extremely casual: "What's 
your name? Are you well? Hold out your tongue. AU right.''" 
On board, a medicine chest bad to be supplied. There was no 
possibility of finding enough doctors to man each ship. But the 
British act ol 1855 rtquired a doctor In any ship carrying more 
than three hundred passengers: even before that date so"'e sbJp
owners had ~en offering free cabin passage: to medical men." 
By the early 1850's, too, the laws came to require the separate 
berthing o£ single men, familfes, and single women. Supple
mentary Orders In Council ordered parties of men to ~ detailed 
for cleaning ship, and exhorted everyone to good behaviour." 

It is hard to decide how far these regulation• were effective. 
The haste with which ofiicials had to do their work, legal techni· 
calities, the inability o£ emigrants to use their legal rights to the 
fuU-all combined to place obstacles In the way of enforcement 
o£ laws which themselves, for reasons already stated, were slow 
in becoming even approximately comp~ensive. The ordinary 
procedure o£ prosecution could be applied, and as bas been seen 
was applied. when offences agaiosl British law were committed 
o n British soil. in British ships, or in any ship in British waters. 
In practice, however, foreign ships could not ~ proc~ded against 
In this way lor offences co.mmltted on the ltigh seas. It is true 
that masters and ownus of ships. whatever their nationality, had 
to enter into a bond. £2.000 in i855, to comply with the provisions 
of the Passenger Acts. But on arrival in the United Stat ... 
any emfgrant who bad been vlctimised was too eager to begin 
his new lile to launch proceedings by which the bond could hove 
been put in suit~ Indeed. only his re-turn to Britain would have 
sulflced. since no diplomatic procedure was worked out by which 
Amuican cour'L') or British consuls could c.ertify that a.n offence 
bad be.en committed. in such a way that a British c.ourt would act 

uvcrc Poster"• dcacriptloo aJttt a voyagr ln the J1euagc. ParlJa.m.tntary 
PaP<"' i35l. XL. 131. 

UHao.&ard. Thlrd Serle.. XCIV, column$ 276-78. LIPtrpoo/ Mereurg. April 
23, (813l_ January 3, 1851: J:t;nuary 7, I&S3. Wii4!V and Putnam'.a &itlgrant4' 
Gui.d~. s~~9. assund Ita rndus that "capt:n.t:os of the better c.la.ts o f thlps are 
qult:r Good mMical men:· 

1t(;olonlustlon Circular. A~gusc IM8. 17. Ati abstract of Acts and Ordcu 
ln fotcc had to be' d!splaycd on board. whf~ a sdb Jbottu vusloa appeared 
on the Contract Tlcbt tssaud to each p:usenoer, 
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upon It when the ship had rttn>S~ed the ocean." American 
laws existed- and in some years wue more sttfngt.nt than the 
Britbh-and American courts might enforce them, but such evl, 
clence as is available suggest& that rather little was done." N o 
dc>ubt this was due In part to the same unwillingness of the emf. 
grant to begin legal proceedings: but In part It wns due to lacl< 
of jurisdiction when. due to the Civil W ar, British ships anne 
to dominate the North Atlantic emigrant <raHic. The Colonial 
land and Emigration Commissioners summtd up : " Tht rtsult 
fa that ... when there is jurlsdktlon theft are no wltnuses, and 
... where there a~ witnes.ses there Is no jurbcUcdon."11 

In practice. emigrant condJtlons at sea showed a very slow 
lmprovtmcnt in the ern of the soiling ahip. It was atctpted 
that because of the number c>f ships lnvolv• d and the shortage 
of suitable men. it was Impossible to Introduce on the Atlantic 
the admirable S)'$<tm adopted In the government tmlgratlon to 
Australia. in which the key figure wa.s a aurgton·supuiatendent 
responsible for dlsclpline as well AS health." Provision for wei· 
fare at !iU was tbue.fon rudime.nuary, and emigrants had to 
~Jy 0.0 their own efforts o.r on the benevolence or fndividual 
ahlp's captains. Precise evldenct Is rtgrettably scanty. Stories 
of gross abuses tended to roach newspapers or official docu
ments: for normal condjtions it fs very hard to make a fair a,ssus .. 
meat. Few <migrants ktpt diaries. a.nd their letters described 
tht strang< sights of the New World rather thon the <onditions 
of tht voyag._ Cabin passengers. who wrote books, paid littlt 
attention to the stteragt of tht ships In which they uavdled. 
It stems that, tven before the 1855 act mnde It compulsory, 
passengers sometimes formed messes so as to organist distribu
tion and coc>king of their food. Some capUlin• madt regulatioos 
and appointed constablts. Passengers might be encoul'llged to 

"H.atuard. Third Seriu. CXX , ~uma &69. Reportl of Colonial Laad 
and Em:IQratloa Commi'"ootn. Parbamentary Papc:rt ISH, XXVJII, 29-31: 
18S1·SS, XVU. 1.3. 27: 1863~9. XVII, 1.35-31. 

"). P. Magu!n. The M1h In Amal<• (Loodoo. 1868), 211 ·12. quodi>IJ 
d.e: Report of tbt- Ccwnmtufoor:r of Emf;_radoo. Pcbn&aty, 1866. A rcpott 
~l'llr:d In 187:) b Ia &Mte Bxccuti~c ~"' No. 2J. il Congrus, I 
RUlOn. lf·ll. 6S-72, 73. 

UJ'ar~--tuy P.pe .. 1868-69, X VII, 13S. 
tOReporC of ColoaJal Land aod E.mJ;r6tlon ~,... P.riJam~ntary 

P01pt.ra 1M2. XXV, 31. 1lw: Au.walJan rtQulaUOftl lpptar Ia fWI ln Colonl~ot• 
tiott Circular, 1317, 1&..19. 



MORMONS ON THE ATLANnC 201 

elect a steward, cluning squads. and commjne:es to supervise: 
the rations. But be.yond that. little was don~ u When steam 
superseded Mil on the North Atlantic In the later ·sixties. the 
resulting fmprove.mt.nt ln conditions probably was greatu tha.o 
all the laws ltad been able to achieve. .. Steerage passage. .. as 
one adventse.ment put il, "includes an unlimited supply of pro
visions cooked and suv~ up by the company·s stewards:•n Some 
Improvement took place In privacy. with partly or wholly enclosed 
benhs, in ventilation and sa:nitadon. In clt.aning and in regular 
feeding. Observers agre~ that steerage ronditions. including 
food. wue crude. though some of them thought that the poorer 
Europeans we.re beue:r off during the voyage than at any othe.r 
time of their lives." Most important of all. the voyage now last~ 
ten or twelve days Instead o.f thiny ... fivc or more. 

On arriva) at the Ame:dcan port. emigrant$ came: within the 
acope: of a further serfu or Amerkan laws. The statt:S were 
concerned malnly with regulations to avoid paupuism. New 
York Stnte centralised a system of protection from IM7. with 
compulsory disembarkation ot Castle Garden from 1355. There. 
emigrants found fac.ilities for buying railroad tickel5, changing 
money. m<etlng rdatives. teaming of lodgings and jobs without 
being expos<d. ot l<ast until they reached the streets outsid<. to 
the exploitation ol runnecs. From 1892. the federal installation 

atSf.Jtct Comralutt on Paut~trS Acts. Parllamtntary Paptr$ J&sl. XIX. 
q.,.s~ono 1166. 3330. 1176-78. 1599. 1996-98. 53()6.7. 7155. Commttto< oa EmJ. 
oranr Ships, Parliamentary Papen 18Sof. XIII. question~ 1496. S836. Somt capo
taint fltll):' h.avt tflktn ILl ft modtJ the: R9Ul81JOtll pt'OPQM:d by cbc- Comm:i.Wonc:l'$ 
tn 18il, but n•wtr udopccd; 5« Colortl,.tlon Clrcut.r. May. 18iof, ll-li; 1818. 
17. 

»t.Jvcr11001 O.ttv Courier. July ll, 1870, a.n adve:rtiJcmcnt for the GuSoD 
Line. on whJch tht Manno"' were chtn tt:ll.'dltng. Tht annual nporta o! the 
CoJooJa.l lend and EmlgraUon CommlsaJoocrt ahow thai In 1663. fS.SS% of 
paucnQttl aoased tM North AtiMUc by stumshfp, whUe l.a 1$70 the pro
portion was 9S.77o/00 

tiConcJHlons In Md bnmtdlattly afttr the 1810"s are desctfbtd In lhrtt 
toureu; Scn•re. Exttutfue ~um~nt No. 2l, 1:3 CcmjJrus. J suslOn; Repor1 
on Emt;_rant Shir,: by the Sanllary Cornmluet of the Latl«t (Lcadon, 187J) ; 
Boatd or Tra~ nquJry lnlo AccommodatJon ror Emlgranu on Atlantic Stca.m.
ahJ,_ ParUamnltary Paptra 1881. LXXXIX. Reports of th~ yun Just befO« 
World War I a«m to &bow worat condiUons. t cannot be. sure whether 
thb ruulttd from more accunte ob.MrvaUon. the man hume.11e .stand:.rda of 
the l:nwulgatotJ. or an actual worstnl.ng of conditions tn y_eats of uc~ptionally 
hc-•vy cn:lf.ir.tlloft. Su the Rtpot't of the l rnmlgradon Committee. XXXVlL 
Stcnagc: Conditions. &nMe &"utive Document No. 753. 61 Coogrua. 3 
t«SSioo: 1ocl Stephotn Graham, With Poor Immigrant$ to America (Loodoa. 
1911 I. 9-'10. 
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ol Ellis bla.nd ptQvided simllar facilities lor all who landed at 
New York, u well as an inc:rusingly rigorous-though not by 
modern standards very rlgo..,us-system of IJ>spection." The 
Inland uansport and distribution of emigrants. even In the early 
twentieth century, was wholly unregulated. 

What has so far been said shows that the law P"'vided 
least protection. and that enforcement ol such laws as ulsted 
wa$ least eHe<:tive. on the high staS. Yet. in conditions of over ... 
crowding, with seasickness, monotnous diet, lack of exercise and 
occupat1on. any measure of ordtr would b..ve been immensely 
valuable-whether Ia ensuring cleanliness .. guaranteeing regular 
hot meals. ddeating the petry tyranny ol the worst officers Md 
crews, or merely In keeping up the emigrants' spirits. Org""'-ed 
self-help would have been Indispensable, for the capbliu and 
crew, however well-disposed. were fully occupied in salling the 
ship. It was precisely here that the Mormons were to organise 
so effectively. 

Mormon organisation began long before the emigrants 
arrived at Liverpool. Early each year. MU/ennial St.tr carried 
detailed Instructions inviting applications and de.posit.s of £1: 
describing the total fare and the scale of rations: giving inlor· 
marion on the permitted amount of baggage: and offering advice 
regarding bedding, utensils. a.nd other necessary equipment for 
the voyage." Local leaders were urged to explain these articles. 

especially to those Church members who could not read." Mor· 
mons who decided to emigrate could then make !ndividual book· 
ings by opplying to Church headquarters at l.Jverpool. lncreas
ingly, there grew up the practice ol block-booldngs from Con
ferences." II large number$ uavelled to the port from a single 
Conle.renct, the prtsldent, or SOJ11e other officer even if Dot 

•<Coot!< Catdto lo W<ll d<><rlb<d In N.., YO<k Horold.. Ju.Jy 12, 1866; 
J~ly 7. 1867. Por em, b\e.nd, ..::e Edwtrd C'.or$1. In t_hc SA.Jow o1 Liberlr 
(Ntw York. 1935), 'lUI. 

"'Among many u:am.plu. an MOitrtn.lal Star. XVIll (January Jl. I&S6}. 
21-27. 

"Ibid., XII (Novmlbtr 15, 1850), 317. 
ti'Thb wa.s probably a rt.suh of aeh~mu of haandal asstsa.n« ~ 

by lht Church. In t350. 96 t.oco lht M trthyr Tydftl Conf<r<ott ..u.d In d>c 
/ .. rah Br•<llee and t6l ID /-ph B.df!U; tD 1863. 170 from Momcbtokr iD 
c.he A!llill'('tfc tnd 234 rf()cD London itl W Amazon. 'f'be.M. and maay ochtr 
uample• are In the Church Sblp~o Boob (uopubUJhc-d. Qurch Hb.torrWI'a 
Library. Soh Lake City). 
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himself emigrating. might accompany them. This was especially 
common in groups of Scandinavian Mo_rmons who made. the. 
journey from Copenhagen or beyond. through Hamburg and Hull. 
to Join the main migration at Livupool." 

The emigrants often found that the Church authorities had 
chartered tbe t..ntirc: steerage accommodation of a ship. An 
official of a shipping company stated in 1851: 

The Mormons have the greatest objections against going 
In any ship carrying other passengers than themselves: 
and when such is the case. they invarlably stipulate that 
a partition sbaU be erected across the ship's lower decks. 
so as to separate them from all other pasu.ngus.u 

This should not be accepted as a completely valid generalisation. 
When steamships carrying more than a thousand passengers 
came to be used by the Mormons in the late 'sixties, the Church 
could hope to fill only a portion of the accommodation•. Even 
in Millng •hips separation could not always be achieved in the 
form o.f physical barriers, bul it will be seen that wht.n this was 
so, .special precautions were likt.ly to be takeo. 

It should not be thought that at Liverpool. any mou than 
at sea. Mormo.n organisatJon allowed the emigrMts to escap-e 
all difficulties, nor that Church policy WO$ always smoothly suc
cessful. Year after year the emigrants embarrassed the leaders 
by the amount of baggage they desl~d to take. baggage for 
whkh, in che United States. the owners might prove unable to 
pay excess freight charges."' Despite the detailed instructions, 
moreover, the Mormon emjgrants were still people unaccustomed 
to travel and were likely to find the journey more than • little 

up or British groupa. S« AppletOn Harmon '• ")oumal" Plu-t II, ( ~· 
acrlpt In library of Utah State _. HJ.s~orical Sodery): "Journal of Arehtr 
Wahtrs:' lmpuwembtl Era. XXXIX {S;aJt ~k.t Oty. 1936). 183: iomts Li_o .. 
forth, R.outc from Liuerpool to S.lt Litkt V~lfeJI (Llvtrpool ISSS • 17. for 
Contlncntlll Mormoru, Mill~ttttlal St-.r, XV (Scptt.tnbcr 3, 1853), 87; XVU 
(PcbNary 3, 1855), 70.71 ; XXIV ()aD< 7, 1862). 365. 

t•Htnry Mayhew, The Aformotu fN C..lter D-_y_ S•ints. Charles Maclcay. 
od.. (Londao. 1851). 251-5'2; Mllltnnlo/ Sf~~<, XXIX (Auguot 3. 1867). 195: 
thls Jho-wa atQrtgadon ln the #tct~mshfp M•nhattan. 

"Ibid .• XIV (Ottob<r 2. 1852). 1!la; XXIV (April 26. 1862), 261.67: 
XXV! (Marth 26. 1861). 201).()2; XXXI (July 17, 1869). 168. Tht Chu:<b 
lt&df encouragM tmJgran.tl to take many artldu wbieb mJght be of val~ to 
the struggling t cooomy of Utah. 
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frightening. In 1855 Reuben Hcdloe.k can bt found writing to 
Brigham Young : 

There is much to do whtn a vesse-l is prtpadng to saiJ 
for some days: from ten to twenty emjgrants coming to 
the o ffice; one wants thl$ and one wants that. and the 
third wants to know where he shall sleep aU night. with 
a dozen or more women and children in the office to run 
over: one wants tin ware. another ls sho.rt of cub and 
thelr children are hungry." 

Even after much further systematising. an element o f such con· 
f-usion was likely to persist. 

Onee on board, the tmigrants wue organised under a pres£~ 
dent and two counsellors. and £rom the beginning these men were 
appointed by the presidency of the British Minion. Even in 
I MO. the lint year of the emigration, Brigham Young r.cords 
that "Brother Kimball and I mtt the brtthren about to embark 
for America, and organised the company."n From 1855 it seems 
to have bten the Invariable practice for the British presidency 
to go aboard. make the prindpal appolntm<nts. and deliver 
.spee-ches of in.nruc:tlon and exhortation. Sometimes the appoint~ 
ments were sustclintd by vote.u Later. and often after the ship 
had s~t sail. the newly-appointed leaders divided the company 
into ward$. eac:h undt.r a presldent:u Thts was done on board 
the Sruanton as early as 1813. and be<ame the rule from 1818. 
The ward presidents kept lists of the people In their charge. 
arranged for: prayers, supervised condutt, and reported to a 
council of leadus which met daily to lay down ru.les and "to 
provide for cmy contingency that might adse. and to continue 

uSntisb Mbalon Hbtory (unpu.blbbtd. Onmh Hl.ltotlan's Library, Salt 
Loke Oty). January t6, 18H. 

»Mfllrnnfal Star, XXV (Novc:mbu 21. 1863, part of tht. seriel HJs.tory 
of BriQhOlm Young), 7'll. Th~ organtsadoa was effec.ttd ~ven tn tht N~"• 
In 1855. carrying ooJy 13 Mormon emlgran1s. 

"Ibid., XIX IAp~l II, 18S7) , 2JJ.Ji : XXIV fM•y 3. 1862). 231; 
XXX (July 25. 1868}, i73. Of 130 ahip't pl't".!lidtnts who can bt: Identif ied. 
59 bad b«n ptts!dt_nts of Otstrlcta or Conftrtnct.t ln the Britb:h Miuion 
lmmcdJ.ately btfore saUino-.:m a.n:. tyaiJ based on M iltcnnial Star and oo 
Andrtw }tnson, Lotter Dag &lnt$' BiogrJJphicol Encgdopcdla ( i vols., Salt 
La!<. Q<y, 1901-1936). 

*'Mllltnnial St¥, XXUJ (JuJy 27. l&61 ). 175, among "wrat exampJH. 
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to arrange for order. comfort and cltanlinus. H» In tbc Jarg·er 
ships. organisation w .. quilt elaborate: ln 1851 the £Urn. with 
166 Mormons on board. had twelve ward. lor <he struage. 
grouped in two larger divisions: one for the second c:abiD: while 
the prirsthood was separately organlsed. In 1862. the William 
Tapscott. with 807 emigrants. had nintteen wards." A guard 
wa.s ut up. under a captain or marshal. These meo made .sun 
that no lights were left burning at night. kept order and took 
charge ol lost property. But above all they preserved Mormon 
sepamtlon f( otbu passengers were on board. and they prevented 
unlawful movement by night. especially by sailors among <he 
wome.n. By !uch pruautions "some thar might have fallen have 
bee.n preurved:'.ar 

There were buglers. and there were squads lor cleaning 
ship. In 1855 men on board the Juvenla began cleaning at 1:00 
a.m .. ··so as to allow the females to get up at 6:·.. C>oks and 
stewards were sometimes found among the emigrants, to be 
rewarded either by taking a collection lor them or by refund· 
ing their pnssage money ... 

No amount of careful planning could make conditions pu ... 
feet. Although omple rations were uoually carried. and one obip 
that oniled from London can be found tnklng on fresh provWons 
from omnll boots oil the Isle ol Wight. yet food !IOmetlmes ran 
abort. Nor could such an event be avoided as was recorded ln 
one emigrant"s diary: ··as much bone as bed t.o-day:·., Uke 

11/bld •• XXVII (lunt 21, t86S). 399. S.. abo ibid.. XXVI tAuouat 
20, 1&61,, 510; and lJnfotlh. op. cit .. 2S. 111« pruicknt of th4: Horiz.on 
rtporctdl "'t m"kt It mr buslnu.s co vllfl t:wry pan of the ahJp abt c. awn 
dmu" day.·• MIUtMIIJ &M X VIti (June 2&, J&S6l. 111 . 

"iblcl •• XIII ( May IS. 13SI). 153; XXIV (May 31. 1362). Ji$. Oa. 
tarlnoc be aure how mtlny MONnons uavtlltd In tht btuer eccorrunodattOG, but 
the Puungtr Lllt.a (Microfilm. from National Archlvt .. Washington. O.C) 
of 33 lhfpl Qfvr drtrdla ol aecommochufon. aod m~rt of tM ahlp·s prtG,.. 
deney, ldendft11b'e by ntlmt, tn:~wlltd Cabin In H and Second Cabin l.n f9.'0. 

hMII/tnntl>l Sror. XVII (M•y 12. t&SSI. JO); XXIII (July 27. 1861. i7S. 
NJb/d •• XVII (June 16. I&SS), )7-t. 
»YJ"he foC1 th"t the Church Shipping Boob e.rry lhttot n&mta tuggutl 

chat the people applfe:d In lldVlln" lot the fobt. SeYtOtf'en •hlpa had 12 coob. 
IJ tttwardt And 01le lttWllrdtu. The coliKtMMI La rtpurCcd from the: Arru~:on. 
Journal Htst«y of the Chur<h of Jcaus Chr'llt of Lancr..cf.ay Sabau.. Oct*r 
i. 1&6.1, Church HIJtorton' t Olhce-, Snit Uke Cny. 

nJourn711 of Ard1~r Wahcrt, 1«. ('(t,. 511. /OUrnAI HlJtory. Octobtr 4, 
186J, Unlorth. op. ctr. 20. M/1/tnnt•l Sw. XV I ( Moy 12. I&SSI. 301.02. 
A vtry Mnalblt comment 11 the following: "It Ia not to ~ u~cttd chat 
Mvtrll hundrtd emJgranta huddltd cogtlhcr In one vt:ml. and toued about 
upon lhe bWowt of the dtcp'xwlll rtllfoh the coa.rlt food auch u b usually 
lurntth<d by ohe t.w:·-lbld.. I (Jonuory I. t$49). &. 
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all ~migrants. Mormon emigrento aufle~ from the discomforts 
and dangua of heavy weather: 

... wave lashed on wave. and atorm on storm, every 
hour Increasing: all un .. cured bosea. tins. bottles. pans. 
etc: .• danced In wild confusion. cracking. clashing. jum· 
bliog. rolling. while the ve ... l pitched. and toosed. and 
bounced till people flew out of their berths on the lloor, 
while others held on with difficulty: thus we continued 
lor tight days-no fires made nothing cooked-biscuits 
and cold water: the waves dashed down the hold into the 
interior of the vessel. hatchway then closed. aU in utter 
darkness and terror. not knowing whether the vess.J was 
slnlting or not; none could tell-Ill! prayed-an awful 
silence prevailed-aharks and alns presented th=s.Jves. 
and doubts and fears; one awful hour a her another pass
ing. we found we were not yet d.rowned: aomt took cour
age and llt the lamps: we met In prayer, we pleaded the 
promises of our God-faith prevailed: the winds abated. 
the sky cleared, the flrta were again llt. then the lwtury 
of a cup of tea and a little gruel. 01 how ungrateful we 
are: for our merdes. because they art so common.u 

Nor could the Mormons avoid their ahare of accldent and death. 
For about 1 I .000 of the more than 52.000 British and Continental 
Mormon• who crossed the Atlantic up to 1870, the genua! mor· 
tality rate waa 1.09%. By using pas .. ngu U.ts rather than 
M illennia/ Star reports, It Ia po.uible to break down the figures 
luto age-group• for nearly 12,000 o! the emigrants. It is then 
found that the rate for adults wns 0.36%. for children 2.92%. 
and for infants 7.7091>." A similar diHereooe between age-groups 
can be aeeo in the Australian emigration, for which detailed 
ligures are available. Comparisons with the total North Atlantic 
emigmtlon from Britain ore more difficult to make. At first 
sight, Mormon mortality seems much higbu. Thus, omitting th• 
cbol•.ra year•. British emigration mortality ranged from 0.23% 

"l<lt<r &am Ana Ptt<hforlh to lritnds to the W. ol Man. ;bid .. VIU 
l)uly IS, t816), t2-J). 

••Rca:lf:mbu that tbc:tc figu.ru woukt haw co bt muJdpllrd by about tm 
to m»kc lUI au.ual ckath--ratt.. The Lnflnc dtldwate- bucw:nu about ftYt dmn 
the vtry hloh race- for the: BriCIJn of thac day. cbc tdulc rate puh.aps twlor. 
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to 0.05% for sailing ships and steamships combined, 1851-62: 
from 0.73% to o.osr. for sailing ships only, 1863-70: and from 
0.13 % to 0.0~% for steamships only, 1863-70. T he Mormon 
range for the whole period, mainly sailing ships, was 1.86% 
to 0.12 %. Several qualifications are: necessary. however. The 
ships carrying the other 11,000 Mormon emigrants may have 
had a low mortality. Some of the Mormon perGentages are for 
such small numbers that the effects of an epidemic might be 
exagg·e.rated. The Moanon emigration almost certainly con· 
tained a far higher proportion of c:hlldun and old people than 
dld the general emigration. Most Important, there 1$ every reason 
to believe that the published figures of mortality for British 
emigration a.s a whole are grossly understated. They were. com· 
piled mainly from reports from shipowners: and although the 
Colonial Land and Emigration Com.missionets professed them
selves satisfied with them, it can be said that when the official 
figure can be compared with the Mormon for the same ship, the 
former is often highly inaccu.rate, and almost always on the. side 
of understatement. To sum up, it may he said that such investf .. 
gallon as is possible Is more damaging to the genernl s!Iltisdcs 
than to lht record o f Mormon emigration: but that the: organJsa .. 
tion devised by the Church did not succeed in keeping morta!Jty 
down to what the modern student would regard as a tolerable 
figure.•• 

ln ma_ny ways. the Mormons enjoyed better conditions than 
the main body of emigrants. Not only was their more thorough 
organisation a guanntee of that standard of cleanliness wbJc:h 
the New York reporter observed, but lt was found possible to 
master even the difficult problem of cooking. Until the 1850's, 
ordinary emlgrants were: left to do their own cooking at onJy one: 
or two stoves. Even if bad weather did not intervene. it was 
likely that some would fail to get even one bot meal a day, though 
the stoves were i.n continuous use. Ship·s cooks took tips from 
the passengers, either to cook for them or to give them preJerenc.e 

"'*Morcallty flgurea /or Britbh c:r:nlgr&I!OO at • whoJ~ ere In the Qnnual 
tep(lrtl of tb~ CUloolal t.aod and EraiQrotion Com.m.l.uiOOtt'$ fw the: yn,.. 
mcntiontd. Full offidol figures Me. ooc. two.ilabl~ for the t840'J. Conttmpor~ 
arie.s tbooghc morU.Uty tn lhat ckndc very bJgh. bu1 only the worat .shJps 
attractl."d pubUc:ity. 
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at the stoves." An observer In 1853, in a ahlp coroyiog Mormons 
and other emigrants. stated: "I do not bell eve that the Qu«<, 
with her Privy Council and the Hou .. of Lords and Commou.s 
put together, could have ltgls.lated succeulully lor it," and a 
later wrllu said that the •lege of tht gaUey was litrcu than that 
of Sebastopol.•• In timt. the Mormons adopttd the system of 
stcurlng rtgular volunteer cooks and of utabU.hing a strict roll>• 

tlon among the wards lor coolclng meals... This system, indeed. 
continued long alter the law rtquirtd prtparation of muls by 
ship's cooks. On board the Monarch of the Sea In 1861 a meet. 
ing of t.he prluthood resolvtd: " That the Engu.b have a flit 
at the coolcJng galley to thcm .. lvu. and the remaining tbrcc lira 
be kept lor the Oanes, Norwegians. Swedes and Germans." The 
journal of the Btllt Wood. four years later. records: 

To supply the Salnuo wlth regular mais, an orgalllsation 
of brtthren lo.r coolcJng was formed. Eldus Shaw and 
Holt wert appointed supulntcodenuo to prtslde alter· 
natcly. . .. The Salnta wue notlfftd to prepare th<ir 
dahu. whkh were brought to and taltco from the gaUty 
by brtthrcn appolnttd for that purpose from each ward. 
The wards cooked In rotation ... 

Prayer meetings were often htld dally In each ward, sacra
ment mcttlngs at frtqutnt Intervals, though rough weather could 
Interrupt dther. In 1863. there took place simultaneo11Siy one 
Sunday a mee:ung on the lower deck. one. on the upper. one ln 
the second cabin. and one In the "batchdors' boll," I.e .. the sepa· 
rate accommodation lor single men." On board the Belle Wood: 

Our flrot Sunday meeting was hdd on the quarter dtclt, 
where the mote, Mr. Grayson. had prepared a sort of 

.. V~ Pone:fa report tn P.rll~atary Pa...PftJ; ISS I. XL. 136. Stltd 
~trH on P&IKftQtrt' Acu. PurhaiV.Otary Paptra ISSI, XIX. que.a:tloftt 
IIOJ. 1117, 1155. 1158. 135UI, 2686, 6181-SS. Commttlff on Eml9"'"' 
ShJ~ Parii.III)GCary P.ptra 1851:. XUI, quudon.t SS09#11 . IUbuc::l Burkftd. 
A True Pktutt ol l!mlgr•l{ott ffttat ~dltton 184&, n_printtd cdJtiOcl, Milo M. 
O....lft, 0\f(•OO• J9J6) , II. W(J~g and Putrtem"• Bmi~enb' Guide. St .. ss. 
BrltUh M«IMnk•' anti lAbourt.r,· Handbook • rtd T~ Guide to rhe United 
Sllll#l (Loodon, l&..o~. 3&-19. Robert G. Albion, Squlfre~R•'J1gt.u on Schedule 
(Prlncnon, 19JS). 219-aa ntr;lct rrocn on ~mtgronl'a Joumal of J&4l. 

••Unforth. op. cit .. 25. Millcnn/111 Stat, _XVIJI Ount 28, 1&56),112. 
" Ibid . XII (Junt 15. 16SO), 18So XVI (July IS, 1851), 117: XXIV 

(Mar, Jl. 1826), 3'!9. 
•Ibid. XX III (luly 27. 18611!175. 

"Ibid. XXVII juns 21. 1865 , 397. 
4tJowoal Hi .. cory. Octobt.r 1. 1863. 
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pulpit by spreading the union jack on the harness cask. 
and had also auanged seats lor the accommodation of 
the Eldeu. The ship's bell was tolled for haJJ an hour 
prevrous to each mtt:ting.6• 
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Provision was madt. for thou who for linguistic or other 
reasons might be expected to experience ape:eial difficulties. 
"President Woodard exhorted the English Saints [of the Mon· 
arch of the Sea] to patience and kindness to rhe Danish, Nor· 
wegian and Swedish Saints.'' An address by Woodard was inter
preted by E lder Wilhelmsen. Separate wards were provided for 
the Scandinavians, and separate meetings wen held for th.em 
and for the Germans and Welsh." Often, too, the president's 
counseiJors wert appointed from among the Continental elders. 

Partly for the same reason, education was taken seriously 
by some Mormon companies. Not only wen: classes in English 
held for foreign emigrants, but classes for Mormons and other 
passengeu' children were held on board the Olympus in 18.51; 
and uamplt$ can be found of lectures on geography, astronomy 
and agricuhurt. as wdl as discussfons on more general topfcs.u 

Committees were sometimes appointed for special duties. On 
board the Belle Wood. in 186.5. 'The number of the aged, feeble 
and sick rendered it necessary to appoint some persons whose 
spedal business it should be to ottend to them. Accordingly, 
Elder William Willes. and o Female Sanltory Committee . ... 
were appointed to that important labour or love:· and three me,n. 
were appointed a c.ommittee "to make arrangements for soc:ial 
parties £or the recreation or the Saiots.''u 

Tbc Belle Wood's amusements included a ship's newspaper 
edited by Elder Sims, and a "small band, assisted by o.ne or two 
good vioiJnists. also by a flute and clarlonet. made swt.tt me:J... 

MMi/ltnnlsl Star. xxvn {Jun~ li, J86S). J97. Tbt: ftport adds that 
the offietor.s ''m.alnt:aJntd atrict'C'.tt ordtr and d«orum amon~ the c.ttw," This 
an:lwde wu not always di.a:play~d. Writing of tbt John ], Bogd, C. R. Savage 
s.tatcd: "Our taplaln got au))U$tidous on account of the loog puaagt. and 
OrderN th3t tbt.~ thould be no Jinging oa board: the mate said, that all ships 
that hod prrt\ch.e.rJ on board wt" always sun of a bad pa.uave.'' 5« ibid.. 
XVIII {March 22, 1856). 206. 

••Ibid. XXID (Jw>< 27, 1861), !75-76. 
"Ibid. Xlll {June 15. 1851). 189-90: XIX (July II, 1857) , ii6; XXIU 

(June 27, 18611 . !75. 
11/bid. xxvn (Ju.oe 2t. 1865) . 399. A btalth commltt« WIU Mt up 

.., boo<d ihc S. Curling al>o. Ibid. XVII {July 7, 1855), i23-2i. 



210 UTAH HISTORICAL tlUARTJ;RLY 

ody.''" At Its best. then. the voyage might approximate to the 
peace and order comp.lacently described by John Jaques in 1856: 

The erew occ:osionally. by way of variety. give us some 
of thclt characteristic song•. whlle at thclt work. The 
children make themselves happy, both above and below 
deck. Marbles. skipping ropes. and all the available 
paraphernalia of childhood's games are called into re· 
quest. The older boys amuse themselves by tugging at 
the ropes with the sailors. So merrily we live together. 
We want but the stalls and ginger-bread to give our 
deck the appearance of an English country fair, barring 
the dronkeness. quarrelling, profanity and obscenity 
which generaiJy d!aracteri.se such asstmbliu.11.s 

Although exceptlons c:.an be found, relations with the captain 
w·e.te usually good. This is searceJy surprising. Mormon organi~ 
sation made the work or a conscientious captain far easir.r, just 
as it helped to make the emlgtanl$ inde~dtmt of one Jtss welJ. 
disposed. Captains attended Mormon concerts. a wedding. c:ven 
preaching. while In 1868 the captain of the Constitution Invited 
the e.lders to a Fourth of July dinner." The caproin of the 
Charles Buck gave President Ballantyne charge of the medicine 
chest: the captains of the Carnatk, Hudson and Belle Wood sent 
food from theJr own galley for sick entigrants. while the captain 
of the Kennebec gave President Higbee a bottle of wine for a 
~Iclc. woman.u lu a result, it was quite common at tht end of 
th~ voyage to prestnt a wdtum le$tlmon.ial to the captain, to 
which ht sometimes made a (otmal reply.'- Of relations with 
tht c..rew the.rt: is less evidence. Some conversions are: rtcorded: 
In 1853 the captain, two mates. and eighteen sailors of the lnter
nation.al were baptised. But a Mormon writing to England a 
yea.r Jatu advised caution in dealing with such manifestations. 
since. he alleged. sailors bad been known to be baptised "merely 

"Ibid. XXVll (J.,. 11. 1865), 399. Su abo, lor a band, )ourcal of 
Archc.r Wahus, Joe .. cU .. 181, Sti. 

"Millennia/ Star, XVIIl (June 28, 1856). 113. 
"Ibid., XVII (Ju .. 16. 1855} . 374 ; XXV (August 29, 18631, 556; 

XXIX (July 27, 18611.171: XXX (Stp~emhu 5. 1868}, 5n. 
" Ibid. X (July I, 18i8). 203/· XVII (May 12. 1855). 301: XXVI 

(August 2D. 1861}, 5'10; XXVII June 21, 1865), 398. British Mlwoo 
HtS<ory, Jaooo')' 10. 1852. . 

' 'Millenn/al Star, XI (June IS, 18191. 186 ; XVIII (June 7, 1856), 355. 
Thut- arc. m~my othu uamples. 
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to assist them in designs against the honour of our sisters.''" 
Like other emigrants, the Mormons changed to steamships 

In the later 1860's. Apart (rom very smaU comp.,nlu. agents 
o.r missionaries, the first e.xample was in 1867, and in the next 
year the Constitution was the last sailing ship to be used. Prom 
the beginning all the steamships were ol the Guion Line. and 
this connecti.on seems to have been maintained until that lint 
disappeared in 1894 ... Like other emigrants. too, the Mormons 
speedily bec.ame conscious of tbe Improvement in conditions 
wb.icb resulted.•l 

At New Orleans. Boston. Philadelphia or. i.nvadably from 
1859. New York .. the voyage ended: 

Within the last hoi£ hour there has been a terrific com
motJon in consequence of the appearance: In prospec:t of 
the pilot boat. ""The pllotl the pilot!"' was cried abroad. 
and the cry was taken up between decks. followed by a 
tumultuous rush up the hatchway. and folks lined the 
bulwarks immediately. to await the pilot's anivaL Din· 
ners were abandoned lor the time. and a general holiday 
all over the ship appeared to be in luU enjoyment, the 
excitement being intense ... • 

A guard was mounted on the baggage. Meat. flour and sugar 
were served out to help the poorer emigrants of the Ama:on on 
their rail journey across the United States. Advice was given 
as to procedure on landing. ··and no blessing to any that dis· 
rega_r:ded that council [sic] ."u Such precaut-ions may have: suf ... 
ficed to protect the emigrants from exploitation at a port where. 
in 18i2. Brigham Young hod said the runners were like so m.any 
pirates. Like other emigr-ants the Mor.roons found the medic:al 
Inspection perfunctory. The dcx:tor took "about fifteen minutes"' 
over his Inspection of the Encx:h Train. which carried 531 Mor· 

"Ibid .• XV (Jun< i . 1&53) , JS8: XVI (July 15. 185i) . i77. 
IOJtntOn. op. cit .. L 170. ~rank C. Bowto. A Cenfuru ol Atlanllc Tratld 

(Loodon. 19.32}, 108. Ill. 175, '209. Tht owr:~us.hlp of YHsels ldtnUfltd 3S 
e.o.rryfoQ Monnon tm.lgmtl" ean bt tractd iD tht Llvupool Cus.tomt Sills of 
Eatry, printed c.broooJogtC411y &nd bound anouiilly. ln tbt PJcton Library. 
l".ivupoot 

••Mlll~n,tlal Star. XXXI (_~ptc:mbu IS. 1869), 610 . 
.,Ibid. XXVI (July 23, l!!Otl. i78. 
" Journal o( Arc:ht.r Walttr:s. loc. dt .. SU. Journal H'istory, October of, 

1863. Millcnnilll St12r, XXIU (July 27, 1861}, 47, 
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moM." Doubtleu, however, !hey worried Unit about !hat, for 
It was lht journey Into the Amuican Interior which !Uied !heir 
minds. 

It remains c·o examine bow far thls Mormon syttu:l wa.a 
specifically designed to remedy txlotlng dtfttta of ahlpboard 
organiaation on the North Atlantic, and bow fu It was baaed 
on a study of conditions and contemporary melhods. It Ktma 
fair to aay !hat no very detailed evidence of such study ts needed. 
The Mormon leadtts wut at Uverpool. In tht midst of the world's 
largest migration rrallic. Not only was such a newspaper as the 
Liverpool Mercury lull of emigration news, Including reports 
of court proceedings. but tbut exilted, at London and elsewhere, 
a considerable spttiolilt preu, dtaling exchulvtly with emlgra· 
tion problems. Such papers as the Colonial Magazine and luw 
India Rtuitw, lht Colonial Gazttrt, the Emigration Rtcord and 
Coloniol Journal and, best of all, tht short· hvtd Sidnty's Emi· 
grants' Joumol. wert readily availablt to anyont lntertated In 
!he subjecL So. too. wue tht Colonilation Circulars. publlshtd 
itrtgularly but frequently by tbt Colonial Lond and Emigration 
Commisslonvs." ln 13i9, howevu. Orson Spencer wrote to 
Orson Prau: "The system by whkh the Brlt.isb emigrants to 
Australia are conducted Is the best I have ytt sttn. I should 
like to see a revision of !hat system by your fruitful mind."" The 
Implication Is clear that somt study had betn made of conttmpor· 
ary systems. It iJ rather less clear that thiJ date can be said to 
have fnauguraeed any radical change in Mormon practice
though it roughly corresponded to some considerable elaboration 
-or that such study was the single c:au.se of the syAtem whkh 
eame co preveil. Other factors may have: been important. The 
numbu of Mortnoo emigrants became far larger from about 1818, 
and a more complex system would have been npproprrote:. The 
leadership of the British Mission was of far bighe.r quality 
than In the days of Reuben Hedlock. The entire Church hod 
just found a new stability under Brigham Young In Utah after 
!he conflicts and diaasters at Nauvoo. All thtst dtvtlopmtnts 
might have been expecttd to produce new standards In the organ!· 

.. ll>ld •• XVIII (Jw>< 7, l3S6). 355. 
""illuc ran publicatlona "'CR aU coosulttd Ia chc Brid.Jh MUHWil, 

Lon6oa. 
M/b;d. IX o .... 15. l&l9). 1&3. 
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Jatlon of the emlgrntlon movement. 
Whectvtr 1he exact i>Biance of these seve.ral fectors, it is 

cettnin that the Mormons enjoyed great advantagu in their search 
lor Improved mtthodt, Their Church structure and tht maooge
me.nt of tmlgratlon were permanent. so that experience could he 
banded down from yeat to year. Aport lrom personal contacts 
and such letters as may not have 5urvlved, the fllu ol Milltnnia/ 
Star constitute a vtriroble e.ncyclopedht of Mormon emigration 
practice. Moreovtt, we know that vuy detailed information 
on conditions nt the ports, ond eve.n on Individual ships and the 
character of captains, was Included In the reports submitted by 
ship's presidents. or by agtnts In the United Stotts, to Uvu
pool or Salt Lake City." To aum up, under 5uch a permanent 
organt.atlon sound methods could btcome standard rather than 
uceptlonal. 

The Mormon emigration wa.s not. howevu, only anothu sys .. 
tem ol organt.atlon among others. By those who took part, It 
was regarded •• a religious "mission," Utah wa• not Just an 
area of the United State• aultable lor colonisation, an area to 
be developed by the hit-or-miss met.hods of the contemporary 
Par West. It was "Zion," the true home of all convetts to the 
new Gospel. It was to he built up by the meticulous planning of 
an lruplred Chun:h ltodershlp to he a pultet society, acceptable 
as the hudquartera of the mlllennlal rule. As such. It was to 
Utah that converts should "gather." and "gathering." so promi
nent In Mormon writing. could lalrly be called a doctrine. 

Tbis conception alfecttd both the ronk-and-flle and the 
ltadus of the migration. Olsclplrne In the ship's companies was 
ol course not pultet. The report on tht Swanton In 1813 says: 
"Some have heto disposed to murmur," though the report gou 
on, "yet those spirits have been subdued by the authority of the 
holy priesthood."• Still. the Mormon emlgraniJ were likely to 
display a certain singleness ol purpose. with lor more patience. 
aod far more willingness to aubmlt to authority. than those who, 
as tndlvlduals. went to the United Statu from motlvu ol econ
omic hettermenL Their leaders had a double duty, Tbey had 
Indeed to ensure the health and safety of those In their charge. 

"favorable- rtpotU haw alrc:..ty b«a died. Stvtre Cttddsm b la ihiL 
XI (f'<bnoa7viS. IU9). Si: XII (J.ty IS, ISSO). 217 • 

.,Ibid , I (M•Y· l&iJ), IS. 
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They had also to keep them, nil the way !rom their homes to 
their final settlement In the valleys of Utah, loyal to the purposes 
ol the Chureh. But they had also o double authority. They were: 
not ovttse.us eJected !rom among their own number by the cml .. 
granto, or appointed by a well-meaning eaptaln. They were not 
even appointed, like the Aurgeon-supcrlnrendenrs on the Australian 
ships. by some agency of a seculor government. Rather they 
were organisers oppolnted by the Church. They wue prlesto, 
olten eminent fn the hierarchy, They were engaged in • "mis· 
slon" ol the highest spiritual ns well as worldly imponance. 

When thb is understood, many ol the details ol the Mormon 
organisation on shipboard become cltartr. A Mormon emigrant 
company was in !act organlacd as n branch ol the Church, 
Vtoctly equivalent to a Conference on land. There were the 
same religious services. the ome minute supervbion of dally 
life by olbc:ers. even the a.>me ceremonies of "sustaining" the 
authorities of the Church throughout the world. 

In e.xamining Mormon claims to superiority, mosr of our 
evidence bas come from Chureh sources. Some ol these, like 
the Jaques article dted earlier. wen no doubt lnte.ndt'd to e.ncour· 
age emigrat•on by convens atlll In Britain. But mistakes were 
admiued. and no attempt was made to conceal the high mortality 
ligures. In other words, many of the records have the objectivity 
of worldng adminbtratfve document& Remembering, too, the 
positive evidence ol the New York witnesses. and what hostlle 
eritfca tried co do to every ocher upect of Mormon belld and 
organisation, it is perhaps permissible to conelude chat the e.ml· 
gratlon system on board ship was preuy mueh beyond reproaeh. 
The Mormon ayscem aupplemenced admirably the olfiCial home
work of protective laws. and this was especially true of the 
Ac.lantlc crossing Itself. While thb waa to a degree lntentforuol, 
being ba.sed on a study or contemporary emigration conditions. 
thia Ia only a part of the truth. Much of the Mormon system 
was almply the vt:tc.nalon, Into one more area of activity, of that 
meticulous thoroughness whi<h the Chureh tried to bring to Its 
dally lilt. whether It was the organisation of a Mission In a new 
country, the building up or n new settlement In Utah, or the work· 
lng out ol methods of guaranteetlng emlgranu' welrare on the 
high seas. 
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