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HISTORICAL ADDRESSES. 

'fliE l\IOR.JIO ... T ETTLJD:JIEN'I L _ THE i\II~SOUHI 
VALLEY. 

,\ PAPER PRE ENT1DD BY 1LYDE B. AITCHI, ON) OF COUNCIL BLUI~F J 

10\V.\.J DEFOllE TilE J\NNUAL J\fEjljTJ r G O[i' TilE NEDHASK .\ 
'TATB IIISTORl 1.\L OGIETY) JANT .\.RY 11, 189!). 

In the spring of 1 JG, that portion of the 1\Ii~soul'i yalJc • 
now included in ·onth astern ~ •ln·a.·hl and southwe tern 
Iowa \Ya nearly <1' oi 1 f whit s •ttl r . The eastern lor 
of th . valley, . tr tching from the l\li ouri river· back to the 
1nlHls of the Sacs awl 1; o'"~es, was occupied by the Potta wat
tomi Indians, som 2,250 in nu1nber. By a treaty made 
Hept<•Inber 26, 18. 3,1 the PothtwatLomi "'' with son1e of th 
Ottawa and Chippewa.)?, w rc grante l fiye 1nillion acre r 
laud, e1nbracing a larn· • part f wha · i now included fn 
. outhwe te1·n Iowa. The Potta yattomic. and their allic 
w<•re removed frmn Chicago, and in thuc w ~re locat don ne\ 
J.nnds.2 A subagcney and trading po t was estn,blishe(l nt 
~'l'<Hlcrs or 'l"l'<:H.lin o· l)oint, or at St. Fran d., ·within the pre.
<'nt li111it of :Mill. f·ouuty, Iowa, and their \vants wer Ul'Nl 
r(;l' at ihe Connc:il Blnrr.~ . nhao·pney.:1 A ('OUSidPrahlP sized 
Yilln o·e calle 1, after JW f their c·hief. , lUi-au-mise (Young 

1 ia mi) \Ya 1 c·a tPd n th i ·hna hoLna 1·in}r, near the pr . -
(•nt • il e of Lewi, , in Ca:s ·onni-y, owa.4 Except a few mall 
S(•iUPnwnts of white ncar the :Mis"•onri state line, the . ub
ao· •ncy opP.osite Bdlcvne, and scattering po ts of the Aincri.
f·an Fur Cmnpany, tlw )nst rn lope of th ~Iissouri vall )y 
wa. in the sole u. } and ccnpation f the Poi.tawatt01uie. and 

1 Tr aty of Chicago, Illinois, (see Stat. L. vrr, 431) modified Octol>er 
1, 1 34. The treaty is abstract d in part !I 1 th ~ nnual Report, Rurean 
of Am rican Ethnology, p. 750. ' 

~ Se "Miscellanies" (John D an Caton). p. 139. 
3 "Red Men of Iowa" (A. R. Fulton ), p. 170. 
~''Reel 1\[en of Iowa," p . 171. 
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their Ottawa and Chippeway alii''. Dy a h·caty uuu.le with 
the United Stat s, June 5, 1~46, the Pottawattomies disposed 
of their lo'\\ a land , but re e1-veu for thenv "lY the tempo
rary right of o cupanc-y.1 

\Ye t of the :Jli ·ouri, the agency at Belleyue ared fot four 
tribes f Indian., the Omaha·, Otoe , Ponca~, and Pawnees, 
beside attending to the Pottawn ton1ies, Otta,yas, and Chip
peways through ihe Council Bluff. sn bagency on the a. t side _ 
f the river.2 The Omalla t1:ihc was to the notth of the Platte, 

and the Otoes near its mouth, uo h bordering on the l\Iissouri, 
with a strip of land between them still the cau ··e of occa ional 
dispute. -the 1·idiculous warfare of poor l'einnants of once 
:Qlighti r tdbe . \Vhen the terl'ito1·y of Louhsiana was ac
quired in 1 03, the tribe of Oto s \vas cstjn1at d to ·onsist of 
about two hundred warriors, in<:luding t\venty-fivc or thirty 
of the l\1issotn·is who llad taken refuge with th 111 a bon t 1778. 
The Omaha. in 17D9 consi 't d of 300 \Yarriors~ but had been 
a~1uo t cut off by mallpo_r hefor} th . aequi.:ition of the Loui -
iana t ~1·1·itory. 3 " '"hen fonnu by th" :\lorrnou' in 1~±(), the 

1 "Early History of Iowa" (Charles egus), in Anuals of Iowa. 1870-71, 
p. 568. See Stat. L. IX. 853. The treaty is abstracted in part II. 18th An
nual Report, Bureau of Ethnology, p. 'i7 . The reservation of possession 
is not mentioned in the abstract of the cession. 

~Care must be taken that the Council Bluffs agency is not on founded 
with the present city of Council Blu·l'fs. 'l'ho name Council Bluff or Conn· 
cil Bluffs was appli d to various places along the Missouri river, in turn: 
first to the originfl.l Council Bluffs mention d by Lewis ancl Clark, eigh
teen miles north ot Omaha, and west of the Missouri, then to the agency 
at Bellevue, then to the subagency across the· river from Bellevue and to 
the settlement at tbat point remaining after the removal of the Potta
wattomi Indians. January 19. 1853, the name of the town of Kanesville 
was changed to Council Bluffs, in conformity with a chang of the name 
of the postoffice made some time previous thereto. By an act of the 
General Assembly of Iowa passed February 24, 1853, the town (now city) 
of Council Bluffs was incorporated. The F1onlier Gttm~"dia11, issue of Sep
tember 18, 1850, says, ''The marshal has completed the census uf Kanes
ville, and 'rrading Point or Council Bluffs. The form r contains 1,103, 
the latter 125." Hence as late a 1 50 the names Kanesville and Council 
Bluffs were entirely distinct. 

3 An account of Louisiana being an ahstract of clocum nts in the 
offices of the D partments of SLate antl of the 'l'reasury). H prinr.et.l iu 
Old South Leaflets No. 105, p. 18. 'rh description of the Inllian tribes 
contained in this much-ridiculed ac·cmmt of the LouiRiana Purchase trans
mitted by President Je·l'ferson to Congress (see McMac:ter's "History of 
the People of the United States," vol. II, p. 631) was shown by later ex
plorations to be remarkably accurate, except that the relative distances 
are much exaggerated. 
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OtoPs and Omahas wen~ Lut ·hallow~ of Lheir fornlCl' ~elves, 
lJlis •ral.Jly poor anu Wl'etchcd, not di~po ·eel to do evil U!Jfe~s 
forced Ly hunger and want to rob anu ·t •al, presunl}JLtH.nk 
"·hen tl· •a ted with kindn C) s and charii ', but well belut v ·d 
wh •n ,.i ·ited with Yigor and eYel·ity.1 The On1ahas "\YCl'' 
particularly 1ni ·eraulc. Unprotected from their old foe·, the 
Hioux, yet foruidden to enter into a d ~fen 'iv a1liunce, they 
ver' I·cduced to a pitiaulc handful of f-icarcely In ore than a 

huntlred fantili<.'H, th ' pr 'Y of 1li. ·ea: , povCI·ty stricken, too 
<·o\\·anlly to venture f1·mu the :ha<low of their t(•pecs to gath ·r 
th<>ir s ·anty crop:, unlucky in th' hunt, "low t the duve, 
HIHl too dispil'itPd to ht• dm·ing or ~n T< sNful thi<.>Yc .. 

F'tn·th 'l' no1'th lwLw •en the ~ Tioln·m·n or I.~ cau-qui-cotn•i 
aml thP )Ii -· ·otu·i I·iY<'r.~ were fiyc or :L- hnncl1· •d ahnost 
t•q na lly abject Ponc·a ~. 1'he Pa"\Ynres had their villag"'s ai 
tlw Lonp Forlys, and Routh of the Platte and west of th · 
(HoPS and the country to their north was ~'<>t th t:<'nc of 
fl'<•qn •nt ·onfliet' b t\n•en the Pawn ,Ps awl their h "1' -.ditnry 
PllPJlli(•:-; th Rion~y.2 

All w} t of the rin•1· was "Indian ·ountry"-a part of the 
Ya ·t tPlTitory of 1\Iissonri re1nainh1g after the state of l\Iis
smn·i had ueeu crcat(ld out of it. A white 1nan entct'ino· it, 
nnles: . pecially lieen.'ecl, became a trc pa ser. The conutry 
was un rganizP<l, prattically unexplored, and little el e than 

1 Froutier Guardia11, issue of :vfarch 21. 1 H). The Pottawattomi In
rlians were expressly excepted from this description. The editor (Orson 
Hyde) advised returning roving Omahas and Otocs to St. Francis or 
Trading Point, or the use of the hickory. 

2 Lewis and Clark, in 1 04, located the Pawnees as follows: "Great 
Pawn e and Republican, consisting respectiv ly of about 500 and 250 
men, on the south side of the Platte, opposite the mouth of the Loup; the 
Pawnee Loups or Wolf Pawnees, numbering 280 men. on the Wolf fork of 
the Platte and about 90 miles above the principal Pawnees; and a fourth 
band of 400 men on he Red River." Sec~ also map 41, 2d part, 18th An
nual R port, Bureau of Ethnology. "The Emigrants' Guide" (W. Clay
ton. 1 4 ) places the old Pawnee mission station at Plum creek, Lat. 41 o 

A' 29", and 91ft miles east of the Loup Fork ford, Lat. 41 o 22' 37". Long. 
9 o 11', and locates tbe old Pawnee village formerly occupied by the 
Grand Pawnee and Tappas bands half a mile west of the Loup Fork. 
The village' mentioned was burned by the Sionx in the fall of 1846. In 
th. spri~g of 1847 the Pawnees were located on the Loup Fork, nearly 
thirty m1les east of the old village, according to Clayton's Guide. 



10 NEBlL.\.SKA TATE III I 'TORlC.\L OGlET • 

a name to the world. Peter A. Sarpy had a trading po::;t or 
o in it; the Presbyterians had tau lis heel a mL~sion; and a. 

few troops w re tationecl at 01<1 E t. Kearney. " ' ith these 
excepti n ·, the prairie od of the: Indian connh· · w:.v ·till 
unbroken uy th plow of the white s ttler.1 

In 1 )30, 1ne ixteen yea1· , ~ b •fore the tinH' 111 •ntion ·d, a 
religions ·ect a1·ose in 1"'" cw Yo1·k, calling it,' ·If tll' Latter 
Day Saint::;, but counnouly <ksiguat<'d "~IOJ.'n1on~. '~ A$ the 
1·esult of great z al and 1ni · ·ionary enthusia.sn1 it::; Dl 'lllber!:i 
increa d rapidly. Vain att mph; were 1uade to N:nrc a per
manent h 1ne, isola eel fro1n the 1·e t of InanJrin<l, in J a ·kson, 
Clay, and aJ<..lw •ll connti-., ~Ii ·souri. \Vhen fin<llly dl'in~n 
from 1\Ii' uri, iri 1 :!0, they gathered on the left lwnk of the• 
lUissis ippi at a place nearly opposite the mouth of the D'S 

~Joines river. II re at fh·st they were "\Yelcome<..l for their 
voting pO\Yer and easily obtained a charter for the town of 
Nauyoo, o fayorable it pra tically 1nacle them an indepen(l
ent sta e within a stat . Th Ul'rounrling inhauitnnt · soon 
contbine l to ch·iye them out. 1• iYc year. of constant riot cul
minat l in the as a sination of ~Joseph Sn1ith, th founuer of 
the religion, in tile revocation of th chart ~r of N<LUYoo, and 
the complete ov rthrow of the aints by . upcl'i r physical 
force. 

After the ele tion of Ih·io·hmu Y ung as pr ·ident of the 
twelve apo tie , the ~lor1u n p1·omi eel t 1 aYe Illinoi "as 
oon a gra. gr wand water ran" in the sprino· f 1 ):!6, pro

vided 1neantin1e they w re p r1niited to dispo. e of th ir prop
erty and mak pr 1 arations f r l10parture, without further 
1nolestation. Srptemuer D, 18:!5, the :Mormon authorities de
terinined to end an adYancr pa1·ty of 1,500 t the valley of 
the Great Salt Lake. In Jnnnary, 18:!6 a council of the 
church ord •r d this cmnpany io ,_tart at on ·e, and announceu 

1 See p. 20 et seq., "\Villiam ViTalker and the Provisional Government 
of Nebraska T erritory," by Vi'illiam E . Connelley, vol. III, second series, 
publications of Nebraska State Historical Society. 

2 Authorities and references fol' the general outline of l\Tormon history 
are deemed unnecessary. The word "Mormon" is used herein solely for 
convenience and for brevity. 
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in a ircular to th ;aint thr ughout th \ rorlcl their intPll
ti n t ecUI' a h n1' be 'Ond. the H ·l·i \ ·' thu prodd.ino· u 
~af' haven frmn 111 anno an c f hdr nemi . 

.All thr·ough tll wjui. •r of 1 -!:-' 46 he JI rrn n. 
thenr.elre t di"' p :e f property whi·h • ul<l not b' a ily 
mov"' 1, and 1. • ·nr- pr I cr quipnr nt for the 1nar ·h. 
1 [ u ' and farm · ani all immovabl ·hatt 1:3 were acr·ifkcd 
on th' b \ t terrn anlilable, and th · mmnuity for a huu h'('(l 
mile: ar·ound wa ' bart "'red out r wagon. and cattle. 

rr·onr m tiy ~ f prud n ·e, th pion' 1.-. ha. en <1 their dc
pal'iur . Th fir: ] 'ta ·hrncnt 1,6 rnen, \\'Omen, and <·hil
dr 'll including th hio·h ffidal f h hurch ro , e 1 th ") 
Jli.-. i ''> ippi arl in F 'brnary, and pu. h d forward n ih "l 

lll<U'Ch. The rnain body of ~Iorn1on lwgan crossing the <lay 
after, and follo\F'd lhc pi neer in large bodie , and at fr -
(llH'nt inter·val~ thoun·h mne lHtle di ·tanee b hind the fir,' t 
par·ty. n ' th nriddle f ~Ia or fir t f un pr babl. l 6,000 
JH'l'. ·on. with ..;.; 0 0 wan· n ha(l b n fer de 1 a ·ro. th _ Ii. -
:i. 'Hippi, and wer n 1 hl'ir way to i.h " '" '· . Thus · nunenced 
nn ('. ·od.n unpa1·n llele<l in rno<l '"'r·n time.·. In point f nnm
lH'l'N of e1nigrant:-:, in l<>ugth of trav<'l, in hardship en<.hn·(•cl, 
HtHl in lofty religions motive c mpelling ._n('h a. ho. t to j me
liPY .·o great a diRiatH·<', through l>.·h de. c hn ~ t beyond hn
mnn lwliPf, 1h r e i. noihino· in re Pnt hi:tor .. with whi(·h ih ... 
111m·dt of 1h ~ IotmonR nUt b · mpm· d. 

'rh .·nff 'l'ing: of tllP pion rr. (ill ugh he hardie:t f th ... 
whol<' }fm·Jn n ho.'i a111l f the P~u·lic•r band. fo1lowinp: al 
ltloNL hafll0 <1<'. c·l'i ption. ITaRtil y an<.l im1clrqu. h·ly rqn ippPd, 
wit lion I Ruflid<>nt ~hdiel' or f1wl, \n•nk<•n<'d hy di. c•a:P sh 1·t 
of footl for hot It llHlll mHl he a. i., P-x-poRr<l 1 <.'very })la:t of an 
1111n:-:11a lly . 'PY<'l'<· wint <'r 1 hPy plo!hlP<l " T< .•1 ward alHl wi:-~lH (1 
for :-:pl'i11g. Rprillg <·amP and fonn<l t Iwm dP. titnte all(l not 
half way to ilw )li.'. 'otui. Th <"'. · e. :i\·r .·now .. of 1h \dntPr 
a n<l tIt heayy . pting rain. tnn{c 1 the rieh prail'i Roil f 
Iowa into pn. i. ' mlHl, antl raiRctl tho , tJ·cam. "' o that in mnn. 
in:-:tmH·r: th0 f•migTanl. ha(l io \YaH pnt i(•ntly for thf' watPrs 
t ~o d wn. 
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The pioneers laid out a l'Oad, and establi. hed huge farms 
in the lands of the Sacs and Poxes. Two of these s ttl ments 
or farms were known as Gard •n GrmTc an 1 ~It. PiRgall. 'I' hey 
included up\\·ard. t>f two 1nile.· of fenced land "'n•ll tilled 
with c01nfottahl log buildino·s, and w re intcn<led a. perma
nent camp for tho:e to fol1ow, a1Hl where proyision · could 
be aceuinulnte<I for the cowing winter. In a<ldition to these, 
<·amps of more or less perinancnce were cstabli:.;heu at inter
ya1s along the tn1il frou1 the 1Ui~:.;i::.;ippi to the ~Iissonri, 
at Sugar Cre<'k, Hkhm·d:-;on Point, on the Cluu·iton, Lost 
Camp, Lo ·u;-;t C1·e .. k, Say lnt'~ GroYe, and CamplleH'~ Oroyc, 
and at Indian Town, the ~'Littl' illimni' village of tll.> 
Pottawattmnies.1 

:Many did not reach the )[i:.; ·ou1·i in 18JG. Some r<:t nrned 
to easte1·n staLe . TwelYe thou~and rcn1ained nt G;u·len 
Grove and l\It. Pisgah an<l in settJcn1ents "'Yestward to the 
l\Iissouti, lPcctusc of a lack of wagons to transport thmu fur
ther ·we t, and fo1· the p1u·po e of culth ating the huge farm 
intended to provision the cmnp. · tlu: following "·int •r. Prt>~i

dent Young an<l the yangnar<J 1'eachec1 the ~fiss01n·i June 14, 
184:6, near the present city of Countil Bluffs, and then moved 
back into tbe hills while a fprry 1Joat W'as 1wing built. The 
boat "'vas lmuwhed the 2Dth, and the next day th pioneers 
began pn hing ac1·oss the rive1·. The next few w •t·k~ the <:om
panic. f e1uigrants a.· tlwy aiTiY<'<l 1 'nlporarily am peel on 
the bluff. and lwttorn. of the )Iissonri, at ~I.nlst(•t· Sptings, 
at Rushvillc, at Conncil Point, nn<l T1·aclers Point. ~rlw pio
neers at the smn thue a<lvmH:cd into the In<lian country, 
building hl'idg<•s over the Papillion and Elkhorn a1l<1 con
. trurting l'OfHh~. In tTnly H wa. J·<>:-:olyed to p:.;tahliHlt a fort 
on Gra11<l ishnHl hnt the pimH'f'l'~ clirlnot rca<-lt that ff!J~ west 

1 Garden Grove is in the northeast parr. of D~catur county; Mt. Pisgah 
at the middle fork of the Grand river, in the eastern part of Union county; 
Lost Camp about six miles south or Osceola; Sayent's Grove in Adair 
county; and Campbell's Grove in Cass county-all ir. Iowa. India.n Town 
has already been located. See "Early History of Iowa" (Charles Negus) 
in "Annals· of Iowa," 1870-71, p. 568; and the First General Epistle of the 
Church. Rushville was on the east side of Keg creek, about four miles 
north of the south boundary line of Mills county. 
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that year. H m r )ached the Pawnee village , and then find
inn· the sea on too far ·1lvanced t ntinue we tward, turned 
n"Orth and winter don th l bank r Uw )li."·ouri at th mouth 

f the _i_~ioln·al'<l, amonr· the Poncrv.1 

Th • Pottawat omi .. _, and Onwha._ r< eived the refugee 
kindly. ...\ .· l<·Inn ·oundl wa " Jwla by th Pottawattomie · in 
the yard of on<' of P<'t >r \... Hm·py's trading house~, and th ) 
a: em bled chi<>f ' ' ·dcmued th) wander •r ju auol'iginal Inan
nPr. Pi <1 Hit he ._ uriulnicd Le ( 1lerc, the scholar, adtlre; d 
1 hPlll: 

The Potta\ ·attomi cmnr sad and iir l int hi b h -
vitable )fi;Hmn·i bottom, no nwny yra1·~ back, when h' wa 
taken fr01n hi." beautiful country hryon<l the l)li' i . ippi, 
wlli<.:h had abundant gmne and tirnbc•r and clear wat \r evcry
wh 11' . Now yo 1 ar ·driven away from your 1 clgcs and land. 
the1-:. and th · g1·aye · f your people. 'Ye 1nu. t help on .. an
othel', and th) Ur 'at Spirit will ll('ll u. both. You are n w 
fr ·e t cut ani u ·e all the wood ou 1na · wi ·h. You ·an nwl· 
all your improycm'nL, and live on any part of our land not 
actually o ·cnpiHl by us. llecau e on . uffer. and d c not 
flP~<'I'YG it i. · n r<>a on h . hall alway. nffcr, I say. \Y may 
live t'O e alll'io·ht '<)t. llowrver, if ·w d not, our children 
will. Don jour. ' 

''The Pottawattomi eam e ,"ad an 1 tlr d into thi._ inh ~

lnn<l.· to th l nit •d ~tate"', r e etvino· to thr1n. elre tempo
rary J·io·ht f oceupation, and now d1· w an l . igne arti ·l . 
of eOJH'Pntion with ihr )IornlOlL with h ·oming dio·nity . 

... \ large nnmb<>r of enligrants rrmainccl _ among th Potta
wat tomies during th winter of 1 H3- 47, living in sha ·k of 
<·oti.onwootl, in c·aV<' in the bluff. , in log abin. in the gr ve 
an<l g;l n -wlwr •vcr there wa . .. h ·->lter , fuel, an l We t er. Th 
gT •at<'r number of )fonn n. , hOW('Y r, tro d into th ndian 
<· nntr·.r at the ferry tahlished opp ~it the pre nt ·it , f 
Flor nee or a Sarpy'. ferry b }low, n1aldng their fir t large 

1 The camp on the Niobrara returned to the settlements on the Mis
ouri, in the spring of 1 47 , for provisions. See First General Epistle of 

the Chur h. 
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camp at utler PaTk, a few miles northwest of th ferry, 
\Vhere th y built a mill. 

Here the ·hi fs of the Onu1ha tribe held a grand council 
with the ::.\I r1n n leader , anl Big Elk, the principal thief 
of the trib ', gave p rmission to 1· main t\YO year , in vitcu re
ciprocal trade, and promi e<l warning of dang r fr m other 
Indian .1 

The l\1 ~xi ·an 'Var was now in progress. About the thne 
the e~~odu. · began, the l\Iorn1on · applied to 'Va hington for 
. ome fornl of work to a ·j t th 111 in getting ftu·th r west. 
Th ir t d r of military eryic · wa.· accep d, an•l under 
orders fr m n ral Kearne , 1apt. Jmnes All'n rabsecl a 
battalion of fiy companies in the ~Missouri camps in two 
weeks, him elf a u1ning command. Aft r a farewell ball, 
the recruit mar h d away, a co1npanied as far as Ft. I..~eaven
worth by eighty women and childl'en. 'l.,bere a bounty of $4:0 
·was given ea ·h man, 1110. t of which was taken ba ·k to the 
famili l ft b hin] at th lUi. . uri river camps. 'Vhile the 
enlistm nt of 500 a le-bocli <l n1en left f w but the h-1 in the 
amp , the b unty receiY 'U was on. iderable and OT("'atly 

needed, and the for1nation of the bat alion incluc<>d ( aptain 
Allen to pronLisc, for the govern1nent, to allow th lVf ormon.g 
to pasO< throuo'h th Pottawattomi and On1aha land~, and to 
remain thrte while nece . arv. ub equent lrttPr. fr m ~Vash
ingt n hmYe 1 th ~IOl'lllOns werr. r .""pe ·ted i I ave tlw In
dian land. in th , pring of 184 7. 

Som 6 0 Rnints had be n left in Nauvoo after the migTa· 
tion c a. e l in Jun , the rr>mnant eonsi. 'ting of the . ick, the 
poor, and th . e unable to SPll their prop 'r( . The g ntile . 
whig.' ren , ved tbr ld quarrel, ft•aring th vote of 1l1c JHor· · 
n1on element would cont1· l the -"-ugust congte~Rional elec
tion. Th ~ aint · finally' a~reNl not to attempt to yote, but 
in fa ·t, ay • Ooy 1·nor } or(l,:. all Yoie<l the (l<"'I IOl'l'<ttif' i i(']{et 
b ing indu ·eel by the con. itlcratiou.· of the Pre. ident allow-

1 The speech is s L out in full in SorGnson's "History of Omaha," p. 24. 
2 "History of Illinois" (Forcl), pp. -113-14. 
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ing their s LU rnent on the Indian r servations on the 1\Hs
·ouri, and the nlistnwnt of the 1\1 r1non battalion. Nauvoo 
fell, and the last of the 1\iorn1on fl )d froru the ·lty in f ar 
and extreme di. tr 

n · th clo. f the ulllill r f 1 "\tG on1c 12,000 or 13,000 
.doru1on. w r · )n ·arnped in th 1\li onri vall") ', at ·nu h
Yill , Conn ·il Poin -, Trader Point, ~fyn:ter Spring.··, Indian 
'l'own, in th gl'ove: along the ·r ek ·, and in the gl.)ns in the 
hill. and on th) w ·st side of th 1\Iis~ouri river, at Cutler 
Pnl'l', on the Elkhorn and. Papilli( n eros ings, and a far a 
th Pawn e villag .. 

Durino· i.h RlllllJUCl' and autumn of 1 -!G, partieulal'ly in 
Augu~"t and R<.·pt<.)mb r, th! vari u ·amps were seized with a 
plague of crofulou naturr, which the 1\1orinons call d the 
blntk cank r. The Indians had lo t one-ninth of their nmn
lwr from thi stranO'e disease the y ar before, and the Jnor
talily was fully a gT at among both :Mormons and In<lians 
in 1 -1:6. In on amp 37 per cent w re clown with the fcv .r. 
'1 he pc tilen<.:e V\'a attributed. to the rank 'egetation an I <l -
·aying organi 1natter on the bottmns of . the 1\li ·ouri and 
it luggi h tdbutarics, to the foul .. Jin1e left by the rapid 
·ub. iclenc of a flood, and to the turning of the virgin oil by 
th s ttlers. r:rh re were often not nough well persons to at
tend to the si ·k or bury the dead. Six hundred d ath. oc
eurr cl on the ite of the present town of Florence. IIundreds 
w r buried on i.h lopes f the Io·wa bl nffs.1 Th plague 
J'n:)·ed each su · · s ·iv year for , v ral year , and from 1 4 
to 1 51 hundr d. f Iormon died of H on the Iowa id of 
ihe river. 

During the autmnn months preparations were 1nade to 
wint r n th it of th present t wn of Florenc until the 
Hprino· of 1 -1:7. Th y encioscd veral miles of land, and 
planted all obtainable , eed and er cte<l far1n cabin ancl at
i.l helt r . Th y built a town on a plateau overlooking the 

1 Kane's lecture, "The Mormons," p. 51, reprinted in F1"ontier Guardian, 
~ptember 4, 1850; also numerous conversations of the writer with 

pwneers. 



16 EBR.lBK.'.. S'L'..Tg IIIS'£0RL • IJ ,'OOIE'£Y. 

river, their '\Vintcr Quarter·, ' and 3,500 · Saint~ lived there 
during the hard ·winter of 1 -±G- 4 7. 

"Wi_nter Quarter '' was a town of Ulu::;llrooru growth, con
sisting, in D ceinbcr, 1 -±6, of 53 log house· and '0 sod 
houses, laid on in ·yllln1etrical bl ·ks s I arateu by r gular 
tl·eets. Th nun1 rous and kilful eraft 1nen of th' einigrants 

had worked all th SUllliner and fall under the int:es._ant anll 
energetic direttion of Brigham Young. The hou · s they built 
afforded sh 'lter and were cotnfo1·Lablc, but were not calcu
lated to stand the :fir 't suLhlen thaw or dr ndling rain. 

"The buildings were genet· ally of logs:, says th ' nu1n u •tl'i pt 
history of Young, 'from twelYe to eighteen fee lono·; a few 
were plit and nuule frmu linn and tottouwood tilnb lr; nutny 
roofs were made by splitting oak tin1b 'l' into bon1·d::;, t:allc'd 
hake , about tlu·ce feet long ancl ·i." inches \\'illc, aud kt'pt 

in place by weights and poles; othet·s were made. of Yil1ow~, 

straw an<l cc:1rth, about a foot th it:k; mnc of puntheon. · J\[any 
cabin. had n iloors; there were a few dugout" on tlw side 
hills-the :fircplac was cut out at the upper end. The ridge 
pole "\Yas supported by two uprio·ht. in the center and roofed 
with straw and earth, with chilllneys of prairie . od. The 
doors were Inacle of shakes, with wooden hinges and a 'tring 
latch; the insicle of the log houses wu · daub )d with clay; a 
few had stoves." 

In Octob r, the can1p at utler Park was InoY d to n inter 
Quarter .1 ·hools were in. titut d, ·hurt:hes e tahli b I, ancl 
the whole ec ·le ia tical and civic n1echa.nisn1 so rude] r shat
tered at N au oo wa once n1ore running as sruoothly an l 
powerfully as ever. Eight thousand dollars was spent for 
machine-ry and tones for the water flouring mill Young was 
construe inb. Several loads of willow ·baskets were made b 7 

the women. The winter wa pa . . eel in endeavoring to ke p 
alive and in pr par at ion for ~·e tuning th 1nar~.:h in th l pring 
by those wh w re h·ong nncl had pro·d ion for a ., rar and a 

1 Outler Parle on the \Vest side of the Missouri, is not to he confused 
with Outler's Camp, on Silver creel~. in Iowa. Compare John D. Lee's 
"Mormonism Unveiled," p. 180, with Andreas' Jllustrated Historical Atlas 
of Iowa, p. 409. 
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half. Othc'r · nmd ~ r 'auy to plant <.lnd gath '1' the c1·op~ of 
th corning ~urnlll •r. Se,·cral thon.·awl cattle w r' drin:•n 
aero s the l\li. · ·ouri and up into Ifarri .. on and .Monona conn
tic·, in Iowa to wint ~r on the 'ru. h })oti.Oln , ' wh r a now 
.·tine p ·i • · of 1·u ·h fonnerly g'l' :. ~w in profu ·ion, aud 1'C

main J oT en all winier, though ('OVC'l'Cd hy snow and icc. 
Polygamy W<V 11·acticed to a linlitc<-1 extent. Young, for 

ilvi.ance, con fe~v : to 1nceting, one nJtc1·noon, sixty-six of his 
fam.ilY, inclncliuo' hi~ ( clopt <1 ehildren. 

In th o ·i<lgon <·onneil h n~c·, 'rc ~-;cmbling a New 1.1ngland 
poi<lio h<.:ap iu tilllL' )f fro~t," and whic·h ra1led fol' a load of 
ftwl a <lay, tlH• .·dt<•mP of organiz<l t ion nnd explm·n tion ~was 

pl·I·fp ·i.<·<l HlHl You11g pnh1i1-4ht·<1 1110 ·t ntinuie dh·e ·(ions as 
(o the numu<>I' of 1uar<·h, pursnauL to a r •yeJation Jna<l<· .Jann
Hl'.Y 14, L 47. In rc\·ponRc to a ta11 for voluntccrR, what WHS 

('<lli<'fl 'the pioneer company'' nJOV<'Il ont frmn 'Vinh'r Qunr
L<'I·: to Ute 1'Puclrzyou.· on the Elkhorn, Api·il14, 18±7 and Ol'· 

ganizctl the 1GtlJ, \Yith llrighmn Young Iien~enaut gen 'ral. 
The pioneer ·ompany nu1nber u 143 111en · and thrc womc>n. 
Rvrenty-th1· e wagon. were taken, loaded ;\ith provi ·ion. and 
fntnl nlachincr·y. About this tiln the camp on the :N iohrara 
r turne 1 to the Iissouri river settlen1ents. 

'Ih pione 1' followed the north ide of the Platte to F.t . 
.. armni , ·ro , ing the Loup, April 24, in a leather boat, the 

Rev nne utter illude for this pnrpo. c. Th y r ached th 
"\ndent Dluff ruins ~Iay 22 and Ft. Laramie June 1, halting 
while the animal r ted and ferryboat. .. were built. aptain 
Grover wa ]eft behind to ferry thcr cmnpanir. arriving 
fl'Oln -nTinter Quarters, but his services 'were not n lrdcd . 
.AH r the pione I\ bad eros. eel to the south bank f thr North 
Platte they r ·1·o .. ·eel 124 1nile. further on, ana suh rqu nt 
t migrati n c m. to ha-re kept to th north bank of th river.1 

1 "The Latter Day Saints' Emigrants' Guide," by \V. Claytcn, originally 
published in 1848. and reprinted in the Salt Lake Herald, April 25, 1897, 
traces the customary route of the Mormon emigrants so that it is com
paratively easy to r ·trace their road. Sorn suspicion may be cast on the 
a ·curacy o~ the latitude and longitude given in the Guide, by the fa t that 
th first figures Clayton gave, the latitude of Winter Quarters, were 
erroneous, 
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:-rhe pioneer traveled 111 rc than a thousanc1Iniles, and laid 
out roads suitable for artill,ry. 1,he valley of the Gr at Salt 
Lake wa r a ·heel the 23d 8nd 24.th or July, and th city of 
~alt Lake wa laid out in a month. Tirighan1 Y ung an 1 lO'i' 

person 'tartrd ba ·k to \Yin trr Q 1. 1-tcr Augu t 2G, a ~nnall 
party havino· prec <1 d th 1n as ward. Octob r 31 th 1 io
ueers arriv tl at the :Missonri. 

After the pion Prs left \Yiuicr Qnnrters in Apl'il all others 
who ·were abl, to g;o organizPd <lDother company, knOI\'ll as 
th Firl:lt Immigration, with Parl<·;v P. Pratt and Jo1nl 'J'ay
Ior in COllllllall(l. The Fir. t TnnnigJ'ation con. i. led ( r 1 5::)3 
prrson. in about ;)GO wag n ._·, with f·at.Uc, hor. c>~, win awl 
p ultry. It l'CatlH• l the ~ alt Lak \ valley in tlt>i.adunpnt:-; in 
the autlunn of 1 4 7. 

This and th trono· exp 'ditions lairr on were divi<lctl into 
tompanies of 100, •ubdivi<lPll into con1panie · of fifty ancl 
squads of ten, cath under a captain, and all under a 1ncmher 
of the llirrh 1 un il of the chnr('h. \ id •ttes selected U1c next 
day's camp and a ·t d as kirn1i hr1·s. Wherever po ibl the 
wagons trav led in a doubl(~ column. lTpon halting the. r ·were 
arranged in th form of two convex arcs, with openingR at the 
points of inter ection, the tongues of the wagon outward, 
one front whe llapping tho hind wh el of the wagon in front. 
The cattle corralled inside wore '\\-ateh cl by guard. tationed 
<- t the opening. at the ends and "\Yere safe fr01n stan1r ed \ or 
depredation . The tents w re pit ·hed ontsidP. \Yhen prac
ticable, the ~Iorn1on arranged the wagons in a sino·lt"} curve, 
with the river for1ning a natural d fen:e on on si le.1 

Their wagon w re widened to sL~ feet by exten~dons on the 
icl s. Each \va. loaded to the canvas with farn1 implements, 

grains; niachinery of all sort.·, and a coop of chicken· la ·heel 
on behinc1.2 .AJl tllr wagon:-\ were lH t of this RlL-';(~ or de~c·1·ip
ti n. ThPy ran o' d fr 111 th h ayy prairk s ·hoon r drawn by 

1 See ' History of Utah," H H. Bancroft, p. 267, for th revelation to 
Brigham Young as to the method of travel. 

2 Popular tradition makes i.he Mormons ' chickens responsible for scat
tering the sun:tlower seed which have gro~rn into the prairie nuisance. 
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six or eight o .. -en to the crazy vehid described by Colonel 
Kane as load <1 with a baby .and drawn hy a dry, dogged lit lc 
heifer. Each man ID[n·chcd with a loaded, but uncapped n1u -
l~t, and so p rfec.:t wa their eli. ·iplin and organizaii I that 
frequ ntly Jw~til Indians I as ed mall bodi ~s of l\Iorn1on. 
to attack mn ·h tl·onger band of oth r innnig ·ants. 

During th' year 1 ±7 the Iwlian on the we t side of the 
tiver ·ornplained that the lUonnon ··wc1:e killing too 1nuch 
gnm' and c:ui t iug too n1uc:h tilnher, and the .Saint. w re th re
npon nlere 1 to l a 7 E' .1 Th y btnin d p r _mi._ ion to oc ·npy 
( h r ttawattmni lan<l. for fiT · ars and accorclin~_Jy th 
nw in hod nwved to the ca"'t ·ide o E the l\1i uri. Theh 
Bi. hop l\Iill()r had ·ettled a little earlier, in the vall y of 
Indian ere 1~, in th ·enter of the ld part of th pres "nt city 
of Council Bluffs. After the omplaint had b en male by 
ihe Indians th • o-reat part of the ~fonn n settl <1 around the 
old go el'nlllC'l1t bJO ·khou. lhPl'C. nlill r'. Iloll W'' be
came 'Kane. ville' in honor of the g utile frien 1 of t 1 1\lor
mon. , Col. Thoma L. J{ane, wh wa: a brother of Eli. ha 
ICt~nt l{anr, i hr explol'er.2 Th ltcc.Hlqnatlers of the church 
w<>re transf<'lT<'<l to a hug-e log taherna ·le on the :flat. . A 
po ·ioffi · \yaH Pstablished that year in l(anesvill , but 1naHs 

'\Y ·re re<·ein•<l YCI'Y irregularly until the great iuflnx of gen
t il<' immigra Lion in 1852-53. r~on Hyd ', the a postlr and 
lawyer, hecam" editor as well, nncl pnhli.JlCd th) Frontier 
(/ ua rdian for LLre yrars, comnwucing iu P<>ln·um·..r, 1 -!9. 

Prot'. Charles E. B ssey explodes this idea as non-botanical in a letter 
!Hiblisbed in the Lincoln Courier, November 8, J . Positiv testimony 
1. xistent that the sunflowers dotted t h plains in 1832 (t stimony of 
Benjamin Gilmor ). fifteen years 1J for the first Mormon migration. 
--unftower .. ot' cour~e. marked the. trail . as they prang up in profusion 
wh re the soil was iJrok n. 

1
l ot bas d on documentary authority qnotlng original sourc s, but 

amply verified by C'onver ations with pioneers. 'Ihe Mormon Church 
History claims tllat an outfitting station east of the Missouri W<:~.S de· 
sirecl, hen ·e ih mov . 

~Biogrnt1hy of !Llif:'ha Kc->nt Kane tWilliam Elder), p. 313. 

rJ Frontier Cuardiau, May 30, 1849. 
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'l'he population of Pottawattamio county at that tilu ·was 
about 4,000, mainly of the :Mormon faith. 1 

The o·op. in 18:17 were bountiful, and a cri . of strong 
1nigrant train. wa organized a he Elkhorn rendez,·ou . 

Th Qnonnn of th • pre idency f the church left for Halt 
Lake early in the sununer at the lwad of . trong band. ; Brig
llmn Young in ~la ·, with 397 wagons and 1,229 per. ns 
Ileber C. Kimball in J1Uy ·with 22G wagons and Gh2 pPrson:, 
and \Villard Hicllar:<l oon afte1· with 169 wao·on an l 526 
per. ons, 2,417 InioTants in all, with < :J \ragonR. Hi ·hnl'Cl' 
<h"llt"trture left Yrinl.c>r Quart I'.· uit ~ dt'> erte<L2 

The compani : took ·what wa._ call d the ...._:orth Platte 
route, ferryino· the Elkho1·n (who e bridge had eli ·appeared) 
and Loup, and k eping on the north bank of th PJatt l th 
whole distance to the Sweetwater. All the later 1\Iormon 
trains "\Yere o·on~rned by the SUlH ~ sh•ict <lisciplin a the pio
n ers and fi.l·:t e1nigration, and tlwir tra-vel. pr(\ en no fea
ture. of spe 1ial interest. 

The Salt J;akc e1nigration eontinued with <liinini~hing 

volume from 1 :18 to 1852, until . em cely di. tingnisbablc from 
tlH~ general rnRh to the \Yc-'st following the discovery of gold.3 

The pe1·petnal emigl'ation fund \Y~L establi. heel in 18!9, and 
the atten1 ion of the ehurclt was turned to gathering its ('Oln
mnnirant from Gn·at Dritain in ~<llt T_;ak valley. 'l'h \ cmi
gTation waR to XPw Orlean.__ and f-;t. T.Joni. hy , tPalnboat, and 

1 Memorial 0f Judge James Sloan to Iowa Semtte. DecembAr 19, 1848, 
quoted in .Frontier C1tardian, April 4, 1849. 

2Pi-outier Cuardiau, May 30, 1849, quoting First Genert~J Epistle of the 
presidency of the church from the Great Salt Lake valley. The Otoe5 
and Omahas fired on Kimball's band at the Elkhorn. wounding throe. 

3 During the years 1849 and 1850 more than a hundred thousand emi
grants passed through the trans-Missouri country en their way to Cali
fornia, Utah, Oregon, and New Mexico. (Letter ;:>f Abelard Guthrie, pro
visional . delegate to Congress from Nebraska Territory, to Chairman 
Committee on Elections U. S. House of Representatives, July 20, 1861. 
See vol. III, 2d series, Nebraska State Historical Society Publications, p. 
75. In the spring of 1850, before June 3, there passed Ft. ·Laramie, bound 
w stward, 11,433 men, 119 women, 99 children; 3,18& wagons, 10,900 
horses, 3,588 mules, 3,428 oxen, 233 cows. It was estimated that by July 
7 of the same year 40,000 persons and 10,000 wag')n~ passed lf't. Laramie, 
westward. (Fr01dier Guardian, July 10, 1 50.) 
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then by boat to In<.lepenclencc, St. Joseph, Kane ville, or 
nPigl.Lborino· l\lis onri river settlements. 

The Indcpendence and St. Jo. )ph h·aiL oon rnero·<.•l iu the 
weu-J~nmYn n·overument an l ·tagc road of later year: to Ft. 
I~earu y. lh·tbh•h ·m, oppo ·ite the nwuth of tll Platte, \Yns 
a favorite c1·o,·~ing place for tho~e lmHling at Council Point, 
nPin·l(an . ville, but prefpr-ring Uw Sonth Platte route. ~fany 

,'t~u·ted front NPln·a~ka Ci(y, or 01<1 I't. l(rarJwy, and aftC'r 
18:)() fron1 \Yyomin~, in Otoe ('(Hll1ly.1 Th · South Plait~ 

route follm,·p(l th<' :< nth<'I·ly h<n1k of th<' Platte until it joinetl 
t hP 1, t. KPnJ·Ju.•y 1·oa<1. 

'l'h • trail o1Ticially r <..:oguized HJHl <lh·ccted wa. alono· the 
11m·th hank of thP Plat~·, l('aTing Kmwsyille b \vay of Crc.
<·<·nt, maki11n· a l'l'Ud<.'ZYon. at lloy<'l' Lnlre or Ferryvill<l, ·-ro . .'
ing· to the nlwn(l01Jcd "\Vinter (inarter .. , then to the Elkhorn 
l'Pn<l<'zvou., with f<'l'l'ie oYer th Elkl.H1J·n and Lonp. All th 
~unifowe1· t1·aih.- <·onverged into one at Ft. Larantic. The 
. .,.. orth Platte rontP wa deeulCd th h ·althier, and wa,' thns 
<·on. tan11y lU'g'<><l and recominClHkd hy the chur ·h authoritiP 
at l'"auc .. villr. Or~on Hyde connh•d 500 grayes along the 
i 1·ail . onth of i h Platte, and buL tln·e graves n01·th of the 
Platte ri,Tc•r ft·om the ~Iissonri to Ft. Laran1ie.2 

.Many ·~101·mons did not start imm diate:ly for Salt Lake, 
nJHl :en·ral thon. and who were di~affc<..:t d or impoveri~hed 
nPn'r ](•ft tb • Yalley of the M is:onri. These scaitet·ed 0\'('1' 

~ontl.Lwe.' er·n Iowa. A :rear aft •r tJw la:t con1pany left "~ju
tPr QnarterR the thurth had thirtY-right hran<.:lws in Potta
wat1 amir ancl ~f illR eonntie~.~ TlH~ tPit~ns frmn J ~Jf) 1 o 1853 
g-in'. Potta\Yaiinmie county a population varying from r>,758 
to 7,~2~, r<>_HC'lling I h<' maximmn in 1H50, and showi11g- n lo~;, 
of~ 500 from 1Rtl3 to 185-± the yPars of final ·Mormon ·xodns. 
EYPry gmTPr HH'Binl function wa~-; Nmtrolh d hy ilH' )for- . 
mon. n p to 1 G3. Thry el<'cted .Jiornwn repr<>.'' l'n ta ti n•. to 

1 
Letter of the late J. Sterling Morton to the writer, December 17, J 898. 

2 Froulier Cttardiau, December 11, 1850. 
3 Frontier Guardian, May 2, 1849. 
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the state general assembly, an<l Mormon juries sat in the 
·ourts of Mormon judges. 

Kane ·ville, f course, "ivas th principal settle1nent. As 
n1ight be expe ·ted of a frontier outfitting camv, it· por ula-
ion was Yery unstable. In September, 1850, it eontt ined 

1,100 inhabitant ; in November, 1 51, H was 2,500-3,000; 
and the ·ensus of 1852 showed 5,057. At first it hardly at
tained the dignity of a village. It. inhabitants r garded it 
a. a temporary r ~sting plac and all looked forwaru to an 
early u p:u-tur th refrom; tltc buildings they erected ·were 
makeshift., an<l their home-maue furniture was rude and not 
int')nded for pcrn1anent .use. ""\""\ ith the rut.;;h of the gold-. cck-
I·s following 1 49, the rc. ting rlace of tho well-b.ehaYed 
aints gradually changed to a roi tering ruining carnp, too 

lively and wi_ck -·d for the :Mormon., who, by the way, were 
the original prohibitionists of Iowa. Little attention was 
paid to life or property in the ern h and confu. ion of outfit
ting from the firs~ of ~larch to the fir t of July, whil the 
we twar<l emigration was at it· Jwight. After June the pop
ulation dwindled to "arcely 500, and th village again he
c·mne sedate.l 

There were onJy two or three o hr•r cttlcment of any size. 
(~ouncil Point, three or four 1nilcs south of !Cane. ville, wa._ a 
faYorite . ·temu boat .landing.2 Trader or Tra1ling Point, or 
Rl. Franei , thre<"' or four mile belo' 7 '011ncil Point, 01 po. ito 
Hellevu<', "\Yas 1nade a postoffitP in the un1mer of 1 49, under 
ihe name N<,1n·a.·ka.3 .A. year lntc1· thi. p '· toffice wa~ gh~en 
the vagrnnt name Council Blnffl'\, , ncl was creditrd wHh a 
population of 1 :35.'1 

lJ?ro1ltier Guardian, September 18, 1 50· t stimony of G. G. Ri e, re
pOI'ted in "History of Pottawattamie County," Iowa, by D. C. Bloomer, in 
" nnals of Iowa," 1 70-71, pp. 528-29. 

~Fro71tier Guardian, March 7, 1849. 
3}i'rontier Guardiall, .Tuly 11, 1849. Jos ph Pendleton was l)ostruastet. 

Traders Point was the "Pull Point" or Point aux Paules mentioned in 
Kane's lecture. (T stimony of Judge W. C. Jam€:s.) 

4Fronticr Guardian,. Jnly 10, 1850, and September 18. 18FO, the editor, 
in the former numb r, warning his readers to leave "Coun il Bluffs'' off 
verything design d for Kanesville. 
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California City was dire<.:tly pposite the 1nonth of the 
Platte, and a littl south ,,~a Bethlehem ferry. \ rterville 
wa. three mile . outhca:t of Yane. Yille, a thri vin~ village of 
·ome hun Ired.~. Indiant wn at the cro .. ing of Lh Ni. h
nabutua, n t h ~ ~It. PLgah I'Oa<l, we. t of th pre~<·nt Lewis; 
in Cas· ·ounty, wa. ' he center of qui l e a large trnd '. 'oon

Yille b canw leuwoocl.1 

"'"c have the nmJWS of some forty ot· fifty otlH''I' sdt lc>nl ·nL_· 
iu sonthwP~l<'rn Iowa. Littl<~ of these remains, how<'YCJ', hut 
lwir n~un' awl Ill{'lliOty and a ltalf-1·otted :qnnr •d log o<.:t·a

. ·iouull~· plmn•<l np. ~trid ly, tlwy wer not villag1'>' or eYcn 
hamh• s, lllt'I'd~ th<· <..: llt•divu within <'fVY di.'tnntG of a hand
ful of fnnn how.;<•: in a 1-!;l' n• n a treck, with a ~ ·hool or 
dnnTh awl pt>I'lwp: a mill or Lrad<'l·'s ~- tock. 1'lwy J'(~seml)lcd 
rHilu•r th< i<1Pal farm coruJllllllities or ettlen1Cnt · or some 
mo<lt•rn "'ociologi~L .!! 

Th great r pal' of tlt Saint: who ackno vle<lged. the lcad
L·r.'hip f Brighmn roung le(t To\\ a in1852, and with the leg
i.'lathy ·hang of the nmuc of lranc ·ville to Conn il Bluffs 

1 Plats of Kanesville, Bethlehem, Coon ville, and California City are 
found in Record A, pp. 32, 7, 5, ·and 3 respectively, in the offic-e of the 
recorder of d ds of Pottawattamie county, Iowa. The .F'routier Cttardirt1l, 
February 6, 1850, reports a postoffice established at Indian Town, forty
five miles east of Kanesville. 

2 Among the other Iowa settl ments \Vhose names still rema.in were: 
llred's Camp, Americus, Austin (Fremont county), Barney's Grove, Ben

son's Settlem nt, Big Grove (now Oakland), Big Pigeon (Boomer town
ship), Blair, Boy r Lake Rendezvous. Brownings, Bullocks Grove, Car
honea Cooleys Mill, Coolidges Mill. Crescent City (still existing by that 
name), Davis Camp, Dawson burg (Fr mont county), F rryville (opposite 
\Vinter Quart rs), Galland's Grove (Harrison or Sh lby county), Harris 
Grove, Highland Grov (northwest of Nicola), Honey Creek (still existing 
by that name), Hyde Park, Indian Mill (also known as Wicks Mill, and 
later as Parks Mill, on Mosquito ere k), Keg Creek, KE'g Creek Mill~ (at 
present Glenwood), Little Pigeon Lynn Grove (east of Avoca on one 
branch of Nishna off the trail), Ma edonia (still existing by th2t name), 
McKissick's Grove (Fremont county), McOlneys, North Pigeon, Ni hna
botna (synonymous with Macedonia), Old Agency, Perkins Camp (near 
Cotlncil Bluffs) Pleasant Grove, Plum Hollow (Fremont county) Hocl{y
ford or Rockford, Rushville, Sidney (Fremont county, till existing by 
that name), Silver City (Mills county, stm existing by that nam ) . Silver 
Creek, Springville, Stringtown (inside present limits of Council Bluffs en 
south bottom ) , Union or Unionville, Voorhis' Spring (3lh miles north of 
present city of Council Bluffs.), Wheeler's Grove (Hanson county), Willow. 
Many of thes s ttlements can not be located clefinitely at this time. The 
Mormons had little to do with some named, but branches of the church 
were reported at all the above settlements at an early date. 
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City, in J anuar ~, 1853, the hisim·y of the early l\1or1nou :et
tlernents in th ~ l\lissoul'i valley uutv be considcrc l do:ed. 
l\l;u·ch 16, 1 :-1 54, the 01nahas c ded their lancl \Yest of th' ~Ii '
~ouri to the g •neral govern1ncnt.1 'l'h organiz< tion f ~ ,_ 
bra:ka terdt I' ' ·o n after or en 1 th land!'! ar und th ~ 10I'
rnon Winter Quart ~r for settl m 'nt. A. J. :Mitchell c nd 
A. J. Smith had be n left in charge or the l\Iorn1ons cast of 
the river, but in the summer of 1854 they sold their int >rests 
in Coundl Bluffs to the gentiles, moved to the west of th, 
rin~r, and changed th name or. 'Yintcr Quarters io Florcnn'. 
But the I·n:h of gt'lltil . ettle1·s following the opt>niug of tlu 
teJ'l'itory wa: ·o great that th ~Iormov scttlmnent Wl'l'C uo 
di:tinctiv . 

Council Dlufis I'eJnaill •d an outfitting station for :Jio1·mon 
a~ well as other hnndgration for years, but thc·rc was litlle to 
dir;ti11guish Salt Lake travPler frmn any others preparing to 
cro. ·s the Hocldt• . Such irnJni 0 Tatiou continued in ·on ·id
erable nu1nber." until the 'iYil " "'"ar, a 1vitness the ill-fat •u 
hand-cart and ,·heelbarro"· expedition of 185~. A. colony f 
'"' ·hismatics, under the leadel'ship of Charles D. 'rhmnp~on, 
found d a town called Preparation in the Soldier river vall 'Y, 
about :fifteen Inile · f1·orn the pre" ent site of Onawa, :1\I nona 
county, Iowa.2 The ·olony finally cli~banded and it: prop0rty 
wa divided l>y the court . Dnt pa sing 1nention is 1nadc of 
the later settlement of the 1·eorganized branch of the .~:Ior

mon church ·cntcrino· around Lmnoni I wa. They h<'long 
to the pre ent: and not to the hi. torv of the early i\[ormon 

ttl ments in th l\Iis ouri valley. 
c lony of a hundred families from St. Louis und r the 

(lirection of II. J. Ilud. on, formed three COlllD1UnL tk . nttl -
1nents at .Genoa in 1 57, called ... Hon, Florence, and Rt. Loui··, 
after un uc<·(' ~fully attempting to ettlc in Platte c nnty. 
The " ·oloni~t.' con ' tnu.:t ed dugout · and cabins in the fall, 

1 Stat. L. x , 1043. See part II, 18th Annual Report, Burea.u oE Ameri
can Ethnology, p. 790. 

2 Omaha Daily Bee, .January 30, 1899. 
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and the following spring SUl'V 'yed the land on whkh they 
were lo ·ated and partitioned to ea<:l1 nwn hi· . lun·c. 'l'hey 
endo eel 2,000 acres with fenee ani ditches, and turned the 

u of two quar miles of prairie. The Genoa po. t tli ·e ·was 
e ·tablish d 'vith .Jr. Huds n, lat r of Columbu., a>"' post
rna tcr. 

The fir t year of their occupancy were 1narked by great 
prinltions, o·1·adually changing, ho\Ycycr, to comfort and pros
IWrity. Afh'l' . ev 'll years' unclil'turbed occupancy by the 
t·olouis tlw Pawn c. arri\ed and dain1rcl pos e. sion of their 
1ww I''~ ITation on the ·an1e gr nnd. The coloni t re"Lt 'd 
t1wi1· ·laim.· for three ye·n· ; bnt being worn and weary of 
~idfl~ ai tl hl t'OJlstant dang '1' fl'Onl the CODtinuall ., t:O!lftirt
ing .Riou.· and Pawnee·, the>~· abandoned further effort in 
1KH:3 nntl di~})(~l' 'c>d, "on1e to Salt Lake and other to IonTa 
and mu ~ to PlaUe ·ounty, Nebraska. 

Quit' a . Ptil<'Illl'nt or rPlay sta ion, was made at \Yood 
riYPr, in BHfTalo ·ounty in 185 by J o _rph E. J hn" on, who 
pnhli. h<.:d a paper the llunt 'man'. Ecl10} for tw year., and 
p;rP"~ ' thP hn·g(':t nnd fine"' t flo \'er g·arden" then we, t of the 
Jl i~.'iN~ippi. 1'h' ~ettlP1nrnt wnFJ hrokPn up in L G3 by the 
l'<'lltoYnl of .JohnF-:on nn<l his c-ompanion~ to Ralt T.~ake vallPy.1 

1'ITE OPE \T ll.\.ILRQ .. D l\IIORA'I'IO:N I t T 

'OR1'TIER~ EHR \SKA . 

• \])DRE.'~' OF .J. R. nu ELL T_\_ ~' , 2 DhLIY1~1UJD TIEFOtm 'rrn: Ax
:r _\.L :.Mma'l'L TG Oli' TIIJ~ NEmLLIC\. ST .. \'B<J ITr.:"r( lHOAr, 

Socn~'l'Y} Nr Lr1 ·coLl , JA~ T u.\nY 14, 1902. 

The t•ailrotH.l~ an<l the Rihlc <HP -the two 1110~ I>Otvnt ao·c>n-
~:~ 

<'i<>' of llH>ll<'l'll i imeR whi<-h l1nYl' opPrated in the wc>~tPrn 
~onntry. 

1 
See Andr as, 'History of Nebraslut," nnder th e various counties. 

"John Ross Buchanan was born in Beaver Town, Penn ylvania, April, -
3 · He removed to Guernsey coun~y. Ohio, jn 1847, where he att nded 
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