
TRE MORMON CROSSING OF THE 
U NITED STATES, 1840.1870 

B'Y PHIUP A. M. T A YI..OR0 

MOST srodents of American history know, in outline, the story of 
the origins of Monnonism, of the Mormon colonization of Utah, 

and of the journey of thousands of European converts across the At· 
laoric and the United States. The details of the organization of that 
journc:y are less familiar. What follows is an :>lttc:mpt to analyze .. 
largely from unpublished sources and from the Mormon periodical, 
IA<t<r D~ Saints' Mi!lenninl Star, the organization of the Mormon 
cro..ing of t he United States from the Atlantic coast r,o Utah, up 
to the time when the dcvelopmcm of steamship and railway rrans
formcd experiment nnd adventure into routine. In dealing with 
routes and seasons of migration~ with the planning of rransport, with 
the formulation of rules for comp:mies, and with the character of 
leadership and discipline, the question will always he asked, how far 
Mormon experience and practice can be c.alled rypiCG_I of their period,. 
and how far unique. 

The Mormon choice of route needs no elaborate explanation .. 
The Pioneer Company of 1847, which established so many precedents, 
~ttrted from Wimer Quaners, that i~ Omah~., and this in tum 
was terminus ol the previous year's journey w~snvard from the: 
abandoned c:ity of Nauvoo. The same prcct'dem hc:1PS ro explajr11 
why mOSt later companies followed the nonhem bank of the 
Platte,. as far as a point opposit~ Fort Latnmie, halfway along the 
thousand mile route, or even all the way ro rhe moumains.1 The 
existence of Nauvoo ns the destination o{ the first: Mormon converts 

•or. TllyiM, Britbh student o( American hiscory with tpccb.l emphuia on 
the Mormon cmJgradon (rom Orur 'Brit2in. hu twice before contribcued to th.c 
pages of this mq:a:lne. Sec .. Whf Did Brit:i3h Morfi'I01U £mJgntel .. Ural\ Hilton~ 
O;u;crnnfy, XX:n (July, 1954), 249·70, •n<i .. Mormon. 11nd Oentiles on the At· 
lanrlc." Ibid, XXIV (July, 19l6), 19l·214. 

lThc r:na$t den~ifed actount of the Mormon mil 1J wnll•m Cb.Yton. The 
l.4tt6 Da, S.inu' £mipnu· O~tdfl (St. l..cuis, 1848), reprin1:ed sa the k.Cond 
pan of k•.nder V. LOQtnil, }OIIfn41 of the BJnnln.,cha:m Em(pllti~ Comf:Ntt\1• 
18$0 (S2.h Lake City, l918). For th.e advanna.I(C of the South Pass rouu:. wtuch 
made h much the m05t populu with •II mlgr~~no, &« Edmund W, Oilbm. 
TM E•pkw,nron of Waum Ammco. 1800 .. ,0 (Ca.mbrid~t. l9l3), SMS, 7(1..71, 
1S, 145.48. 
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from Europe determined the early route ftom Liverpool: by ka 
to New Orleans, by steamboat to St. Louis, and then upstream by 
smaller steamer.' The Mississippi route was both easy a,nd cheap, 
and it rcmajned so when Winter Quarters became the starting .. 
point of a trail acroos plains and mounrains to Utah. But although 
it was ukd by almoor all rhe Mormon migration up to 1854, it was 
l"f:CCgnized even five years earlier that it involved dangers ro health. 
The development of railways in the Middle West conferred more 
freedom of choia:, for in 1854 a line teached the Mississippi at 
Rock Island from Chicago, itself linked to the Atlantic coast two 
years earlier. Beginning in 1855, the New Orleans route was there .. 
fore abandoned, and experiments were made with various w.ater 
and rail routes from Boston, New York, and Philadelphia. In 1856 
Iowa City ~came the main Mormon ourfirting center, with Florence 
(Winter Quart'e-ts) as a subsidiary, because ir was now r.he most 
westerly railhead. From 1859, New York became the sole port 
of disembarkation, and the Mormon route lay via Chicago ro Sr. 
Joseph, the new railhead, and thence by steamboar to Florence-, or, 
from 186+, Wyoming, Nebraska.' It was to these points thor from 
1861 rhcre came down from Utah the church reams with provisions 
for the immigra.nrs whom they took back to Salt lake Ciry the same 
season. The only later changes were the abandonmenr of the out .. 
fitting cenrers, and rhen of the church teams themselves, as the 
Union Pacific tracks advanoed westward, reaching Utah itself in 
1869. 

Like other migraots, che Mormons found the season of crossing 
the West rather rigidly determined. Since they were traveling in large 
companies with families, needing great numbers of wagons and aru .. 
mals, they were l<><ccd ro wait for a sufficient growth of grass on the 
plains. Hena: tbey could seldom St11rr before early May, and ir was 

'lame• Unforth, Rl)l,i_te /rom Uvnpool ro 0ffllt Salt l.A1c.c- Valk)' (Uve.rpool, 
18SS), 28-31. Th«c abips Ukd New Ymk In 1840 and 1841, and one, perhaps 
rwo, Quebec In ISH. 

•The Hn.-1 route is ducribcd in Lu14r lM) S.sin.(J' Mlllertt~ial SUJr, XXV 
(Auausc 29, l863), SSS. ~olult waa: the outfinin, ~met [n ISSJ bc-uusc of 
undue aprimi~m obour the .spttd of rallw:~y advance ln th.t.t direcdon to Iowa 
•nd che MWouri. In 1854 and 1&5S the centc.r was At('hiton, Kansu. wbkh aha.~ 
whh •II m•Jn outfhri"¥ town• the advanca~ of • locution on chu ponlon of the 
Missouri thu wu che readily navigable water nearest South Pu.. See lbid., XV 
(Julr 16, 155)), 45?.58: XVI (Julr l<J, 1854). 477, 480: XVII (June 16, 1855), 
Jll·l8; ond (Julr ll, 1855), 460-61. 
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imperative to Cro&S the Rockies before winter c.llmc:.4 To make this 
poosible they hod to soil from Britain in the spring, unless, as oomr:
times in the New Orle-o_ns period, they we.nr in winter and stayed 
tome months at St. Louis or in camp at the rronricr. The railway, 
1nd l~ter rtill the e«an steamship, mode the journey faster, From 
1863 aailings con be found •• lore as June, •nd from 1869 the all· 
steam route virtually nbollshed limirntions of seuon. 

Physical «1nditions were the nme (or Mormons as ror other 
travelers of rhe period. Aboord the river steamboats, they did not 

occupy rhe luxuriou• '"Ions and staterooms so much deocribed by 
European writers. lnste•d. they provided their own food, oooked it 
ot the single stove, and slept on deck, imperfectly separated from 
the mflehinery and vulnerable ro a variety or accidentS. l.:ater, they 
r-raveled in apecinl immigrAnt cars, or in whole trains, ilow and un .. 
comfortable bur cheap, which some railways were providing from 
1845, and m0$t of the 1850's.' 

But while In so many ways the Mormons were subject to the 
conditions which govemed All wcltem travel, the orpni:ation o( all 
staaes or their journey within the Unhed St-ates, u on the Arlantk, 
was peculiar to thcmselveJ.. U the convcns wc.rc: to reach Ucah in 
good heolth ond spirits, the ehurch had to supplement a S)'Stern of 
protection which was defective in the extreme. At lint the only 
protcc:tion immigrants received within the United St1ites came from 
\'OIUntary aoc:ieties founded within the variow ethnic groups. • 
Then, in 1847, New York Stare wablished Commisoioners, and in 
the next year licensed the runnen, ticket agents, and k .. P<D o( 
lodging-houses. In ISSS the Commissioner& tet up Cude Garden as 
• compulaory landing· place. They developed there faohues for cha~· 
ina money, buying inland pwage tickets, forwardtng bauose. ob
llining meols and medical auention, receiving ~ from friends 

•R.andolph 8. MIKy, n4r p,.,,w Tnl,'l'lln (Ntw York. I&S9). 21-ll; Ht:nr~ 
Villard, P.ut •M Prt:uont of l'd..c'• PtU Gold RqtOn (St. Lou:i.. 1860), n ;pntlt.Cd 
Ia N•muiwt of •"• Tt~~~U«'-UuW•fl'l FroN~~tt (Prinutaa. 1932), Ul--SJ; MY.ttn. 
"'-' Sc•r, XXVI (Jlnu.ry ZJ, JS64 , 61. 

•Lou;. C. Hunt~r. St~ on tN W«'t.nn Jt:"""" (Cam~ J.I&M., 
19i9), d\apttrt P tnd tO. lllc only d.Uatu auffutd br .MCM1MIIt on the: n'lrera 
wu th. upla.lon of the s.I..M a1 Lo:i""on. Mo.. 1ft I&Sl, wuft 17 dada. 
Milkl\1\1.1.1 Stilt, X'IV (June 26. 18SZ), W. For an unhvorab:e ac:~ount ol imml
tnn1 utiN, .ace alloW .. XXVll Oul)' 22, 1865), ~I.Q. 

.-Robtn a,.~. lm.m'("W L/~ "' -,..·~ YO'fk Crll)' l&l:UJ (New York. 
19l9), J2, H-J6: o.c .. Handlin. a..-·• 1 ..... ..,...... 1190oi~M CCombridc<. 
M-.. 1941), lSUS: Alan A. Coaw•y ... New OrJnn. u • Pon ol lm.mia:ndoo. 
IS»&l, • London. M. A. dlooc<utlon, 1949, I~S. 
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and sending mcssaset to them, even registering at an employment 
"i"ncy, and all this with no interference from runners or other in
teruted parties.' But while C..tle Gorden was such ~n lmpreraive 
insritution, ocher facu m.usc: be kept in mind. No similar system was 
dev<lopcd 11 any other pon, and condition• elsewhere were un• 
favorably commented upon even in the early twentieth century. 
Further, since the snues were concerned only to encourage immigro~ 
tion in the m._and that only interrnlnently-thcre was no public 
system of protection inla.nd. Nor was there much private philan
thropy. The inunlirants had at their dispooal • transport sysrem 
and much helpful information, If they could get it and read h. 
But they were subject to many frauds: the aale of rlcketo or the 
tranSfer of bqpge ac exorbitant prices, overcharvins by employment 
agendcs, and the luring of young women into citiu en route on 
the pretext of ollcring Jol»---<o name only a lew.• 

The full sysrem which the Mormons deviJed dates from 1848. 
though seven yeart earlier immigrant& had betn told that any who 
landed at New YO<k City could obtain Information [rom Bishop 
Btmhisel! Whereas the joumoy to Nauvoo had betn simplt, that 
ro UW. was full or compl<JCitiCI. Expcn ara•stance was indlsponsable 
J the Europoan C:OIW<rta were tO complete hundreds or mil .. in 
the scnled disulct:s of the United S..tcs, and a thousand ac:r<>a 
uninM.bited plain> and mountains, and 11111 arrive !It to make their 
c:oatribution to the new Mormon community. The centt2l leatu"' 
of the sysrem was the appointment of !li"ntl at New Orleans, St. 
Louis, New York, and at the frontier outfitting centers." Some were 
sent £tom Utah. Some went from Britain, though often they we"' 
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experien~d missionarieo; th- traveled in advmc:e, by steamship 
from th• early 1850's, or with the firn company ol a 5e2501l." They 
were in constant 1011ch with Utah and Liverpool, information being 
~tnt them f<Om the British presidency by mall Steamer. In 1869, 
W. C. Staines even made a short trip ro Britain co consult r.he 
presidency about details of the season's migra<ion.u 

The acm~ made provision for those Monnon.s who intended 
10 srny in the East, with a view to earning money for the final 
a<age of their journey, In 1&19 Thomas M~ organiud branches 
of the church at New Orleans and St. Louis. Five years later, 
William Empey was trying to secure homes ar St. louis, but finding 
that the owner$ would rent only for a year with payment in ad· 
vance, he chartered a boat and took the immigrants upmeom to 
camp. In 1855, a letter was sent back to F. D. Richards ot liverpool: 

Our ~ption at St. louis far exceeded all I could have 
expected, and indeed all that evet tool< place at St. louis 
bef<><e, and we all realised the blessings of being within the 
organization of a Stake of Zion. About two day• before our 
arrival, a severe frost set in and the river was nearly blocked 
with ice. Btothers ErastUJ Snow, Milo Andrus, the Bishop 
and his Counsellors, were early on the levee, the majority 
ol the company were taken into the basement story of our 
la11e place of wo .. hip, the sick were the first objects of 
anention, and they, as well as the whole company, were 
located in hired houses as soon as possible.u 

Mainly, however, they were cooceroed with a cont-inuous journey 
from coast to frontier. They chartered whole steamboats, or whole 
trains, or negotiated for low r.ues for t.he large bodies of paiJetl~ 

"Ma!cMf41 Sorr, XIV (Fcbrvuy 15. 1852), SS: XVI (Jan...., 21, last), 
il-42; JO.V (Ma.cl> 2B. 1863), lOl: XXVU (Fdxu"y lS, 1805), 124: XXVIII 
(ftbruuy 24, 1866), 122-2). 

"Ibid. X (O.:tober l, 1848), 301: XXVI (AucuJI IJ, 1864), S24; XXXI 
(JWy 17, 1869), 467, (A- 7, llf89), SlS. 

Uibt.d., XVII (April 7, 18SS), 1U. Su abo Journal Hbtort of the Church 
ol )GUI Christ of Uttn.dar Saints c.mrr of October 26, 1849, in Chutc.h ll~~Aorilln't 
Omcc Salt Lake Otr. Willitm. £m.pc1 Journ•L l8SZ..S4. llJ..29. T'(f"Cript 
eopy i'n the Ubra11 of the \Jcah State Hfl.torkal Sode1y, Aac:ne~ boerdcd ahls»t 
pve advic4!, ar~ed inland ~· and a.ometlmc-.1 1nvc.!td UPMrnm with im.. 
.u,nn.._ MUI<nniol S=, X (July 1, lWl), 20!-S: XI (June IS. 1849), 186: 
XV (June 15. 1853), 409-JO. They n:pontd on ship's uptainJt criac•ma ate t.n 
ibid XI (Fcbnwy 15, 1849), S4: XII (July IS, 18!0), 217. A .. "'"'I ro the 
Bnti'.h pre.tidcnt api.nR a ml1\ who w» commluJn• ft~ud. ln olferin1 rivu 
ttumbou pu.sqc, k ln W., XJ (March I, ltHP), 7!. 
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involved." Moor ...,vealing of all the evidence is the long letter 
writren from a Mississippi steamboat by }ohn S. Fullmer to Franklin 
D. Richards in July, 1857. Fullmer reporrs on <he wheroabout$ of 
other agents, admowledging their cooperation. He suggest$ <he 
separation of Perpetual Emigrating Fund personnel for ease of ad. 
ministration. He complains of having to pay for surplus baggage, and 
urges that this be conttolled ar Uverpool. He reportS on the immi· 
grams' health and on the food they have received. His description 
makes it dear that he traveled far and fasL Baclc and forth between 
Pittsburgh and Philadelphia he moved, meeting companies, chaner· 
ing vessels, sending telegrams, making rapid decisions as to derails of 
the journey. u: 

Mormon immigrants were far more dependent on outfitting 
centers rhan were Middle Western farmers on their way to Oregon 
or California, who might have animals, wagons, implements. weapo~ 
and food of their own growing. Even rural Mormons were: u.nac .. 
customed to many of the essential tasksJ and tbe majority of the 
British came from industria) distrkts.s• In 1863 the leader of one 
company reponed <hat he bad had to reach some Scandinavians 
to yoke and drive oxen, and tha.t without knowing their language.n 
Organization-and this meant well-considered rules and experienced 
agents to enforce them-was es...<entiat to the success o£ such a large 
unde:rtaking. 

The agents at the £rontier had to collect wagonsJ oxen, and 
foodstuffs, eith er with church funds or with money enrrusred to 
chem by those who were financing themse1ves.u The.ir work was 
somewhat reduced onJy when the church teams came down from 
Utah with bas:ic supplies. Whenever possi'ble conrracts were made 

Hi l:tid.., XV (April 30, 1853) , 282, me:ntians a eontrat.t for river atcamboat 
pusage1 XXV Uunc 27, JS6J), 413, ahoWll Horae:e S. Eldredge: aecurine JpcdaJ 
conct6SI<.';ns despite lllfCC:me:nt~ amort~ rtilro~d comPtnle:a on minimum fues. 
Awcobfo,n~phy oi Plonter /ohl'l Brown, 18~ (Sah Lah Clry, 19-41), 294, rtftn 
ro free PNfCI lor MOrmons who had conmc:1ed ~o wutlc on the: coruuucrCon of 
tM Union Pt~dfic. 

UMilkn.ni41 SMr, ).'VJI Uuly 2J, 1855), 458-60. 
"See the anal-ysis a£ OC(uporions and plu;ea o( orig:in In my an£clts. "Whr 

~d 8ritiJ;h MormoM Emiar-atel" Uc.ah HbroriuJ Quort~·l,, XXU (July, 1.9S·O, 
2.19-66. 

17Joumal Hinory, Serxe:mber 12, JS6l 
UEn_r;npln of 1hc undlng o r money whh ~e:ntl from Btitaln ate fn Milb 

ni.sf St11r, XIV (No,·embcr 27, 1852), 6J.2.-J3: XV (Februuy 12, ISSl). 105: XVf 
(January l lr 1854), 41 ... 2: xvm O•nuary 12, 1656), 2.6. A!rer 1856, indepcndenc 
cmiaration became much smalltr. 
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for dcHveries, and in 1856 there is even a report of a ten .. year co~ 
r.-.ct for timber, fuel, and ferry-rolls." A letter of 1857 from james 
A. Little to Orson Pratt in Briroin deserves close attention. His re
port includos news of the early arrival of the George Washington 
company, which caused him 10 collect hurriedly all the tent covers 
and oohor goods being made at St. loul! and 10 put them lustily 
on the steamboat going the same nigh, to Muscarine-. landing .. place 
fO< Iowa Ciry. h includes also remarks on the poor crops that will 
rai$e the price or the Immigrants' provisions and details of eonrrac.ts 
for caule which arc being fed in Clay County, Ml!souri, until the 
first of May. He goes on to explllin the reason for writing at such 
length: 

While I am labouring for the present, ( wUh tO mm the 
experience of these labours of some benefit ro emigration 
next season. In this way besides the sotl!faction of knowing 
how matters are now moving from rime to time, I may 
throw out $0me ldeu that will assist )'0\1 in maJrina calcu· 
lntions for another year.'• 

Such reponing was common practioc and played its pan in building 
up ohe church's experience of organuing migration. As a funhcr 
example, the reports from Wyoming, Neb.-.ska, may be summari:ed. 
They include deacriptions of the organi:ing of a compaoy of men 
to unload river steamboats, the arrival of immigrants. the r«ruiring 
o( single men as team.srus in freight companles, and worries over 
the Strength of wagons in ~!arion to loads, as well as details of 
the supplies coii<"Cted and ohe buildings constructed to srorc them. 
The WO<k nt W)'oming was on a very (~ scale. By May, 1864, 
there were two w•rchOUkS ohtee stories high, and stOCks iocluded 
2,500 aacks of nour, 70,rxJJ pounds of bacon, 80 sacks of beans and 
50 of dried apples, togeoher with cooking stoves and other equipment. 
Despite the eJ<pecred arrival of church teams, addinonal WOliQnS were 
O<deted from Chicago: 

"lb-icl .. xvm (May 24, J8S6), Jll: thw. tbt Miuouri futT ..., ro coa so 
ctntl !Of 1 wa;on and tum,. S «.nu foe .ddarion.al aninWa. 10 <c:nts lot bsnd
aru. whale hn.mlpantt cf'OIMCd hee. ~porta of purm..a ol lkt:Ut'ld, <onuac:e» 
ror h1ndarcs. etc.. •~ In ~. XV (}.by 14, lSSJ). lli; XVI (luly 29. last). 4n: 
XVIII (Ma1 J, l&l6), 281. Su abo WiDoam Em..,. )oumal. l&S:Z.S!, lll·U 

"Mtl.r~n.W StArr, XIX Ounc: U, 1&57), lU·19: l..ittk hi!Ndf -m to Iowa 
Oty wath the lmm-"""'~ Journal HiMOfT, July U 1549, N.o.. 1 [ronrlcr a.&em 
rtportl.na on the mllc.ond«t til a •cumboat uptt~n. 
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Our expenses are enormoU&. Tenu a_nd wasson covers 
aJone make on lt~m of over $5,000, and hovina to {~ the 
emignants so long while we wait for the woggons mok., a 
very heavy provision accounf. J hA.ve todny boughr a tnin 
of 15 W"llB""$ ond 60 yoke of oxen, chains and nil complete 
for $15,<XX>!• 

Th.,. supplies had to ~ di.stributed among the wngoru, and 
loew carefully rqulared if the immigrants were to avoid the 
wholesale jenuonlng of good$ which chamcreri..d the Collfomla 
mi$ration of 1&<19 and 1850. It was commonly thought thor • four• 
yoke teom of oxen should pull no more than 2,500 pounds, ond 
Mormon rules Stated 1,500 pounds for rwo-yoke teams." Those 
Mormoru who were paying choir own way narurally had 110me 
freedom of choice. Bur in 185+ a preci5e Kale wos loid down for 
rhe Perpetual Emigrating Fund companies: eoch wagon was to 
cany 1,000 poun<U of nour, 50 each of sugar, bncon, and rice, 30 
of ~ans, 25 of salt, 20 of dried fruit, 5 of tea, plu• a gallon of 
vinegar and 10 bars of soap. h would perhaps ~ foir to reckon 
aix to rcn pertonJ to each w11g00, and two or three monrhs for the 
joumoy, thouah thC$C ore no mot"e thon brood averoS"'o" When 
rhe church teams were esmbliJhed, immigronrs were each allowed 
50 poundJ of ~· free of charge." For rhe handcart companlu, 
desi8ned largely for economy, the acole of provision wu very dlf· 
ferent. In Bunker's company of 1856, each adult hod S<Venteen 
pounels of beddinc and cle<hu and eoch chlld ten; the com carried 
alto the oooking uteruils; heavier equipment and liOteS were carried 
in wagons; there was a tent for eoch rwcnry persoru; doily ratioN 
were one pound of nour per person, plUJ tea or coffee, rice snd 
supr, milk from rho <ighreen COW1 ra.ken wirh the company, and 
fresh meal from game oho< along the ttail." 

*'Andre• ~ "'Lattu O.r s.tno' Ead,r.don (rom Wyoml~ Ncbruka. 
1-• N.....,._ Hue...,, XVII, 11).27 (che .,..,.,loo a. oo p. 118). 

n~w.,..w S..,, XXIV (A._, l, 11162), m-92: XXV (Mor<h 7, 11!6!), US. 
"UAioM. op. de .. 19. M.U..oW SCOT, XVII (Jan,...,. 20, ISSS), 41, "'"-

10 ptOPie co C.U. W1i10ft. Thit tccmt approxim.acdr concct fot PLF. companid 
and. many of the ch\II'Ch lumL lnck~ndcnt CCMftpenlct teem 10 ha\lt: had a 
IOW"C:r rtc-.o. and '" tht utlr 1MO'a ua.mplu caD be found o( 4 pcrtON pu 
........, Fuil ckt&i4 af"C anDaWc fot onlr ~ tompe,niu. but thotc In tlw: tas<r• 
Uluallf toolc chtu month. or IOmc'Whtc more (rom the M!Mouri tO Ua.h. aDd 
tboM in dw 1860"' rwo oc t•a .., .. half monche.. 

••IWL. XXIV (April U. 1861), 267. 
"!lolL. XVIII (NO¥Cmh<t 19, 1856), 767 
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The organization of the comptmics was derived from that of 
the Pioneer Compo.ny, or even in some measure from the exodus of 
1846 from Nauvoo. Brigham Young's Revelarion of H january 1847, 
"The Word •nd Will of the Lord concerning rbe Camp of lsmel 
In their Journey to the West," requir~d division into hundreds, 
fifties, and te.ns, each wirh captain, •nd the Pioneer Company bad 
two, five and fourteen of these groups,,.. The 1848 mlgrorion was 
•upervised by Young and Other apootles, who had returned to 
Winrer Quartcro from Salt Lake City. The names of officers and 
rank_ .. and-file were all committed tO paper, together with the num
ber of animals and wagons. and ar one time four clerks were kept 
busy." In later years, companies usuAlly had • president and twa 
counselors. captains of fifties and tens, a captain of the guard, a 
clerk, and often a chap.lain.11 The senior offieers were se1ctted by 
the 3'gentS at the frontier, and the weighr of evidence supports 
the generalization that even the junior officers were so appoin ted, 
unless an apostle or other dignitary acted as company president. 
when he would naturally be allowed ro choose his own subordinares.•• 
The oWcers were sometimes usustained'1 in traditional Mormon 
fashion: 

The company was called together ... lor the purpose of 
deeting orncers. The Captain of the Hundred . . • was 
present and addressed the brethren upon the subject of a 

nB. H. Robertt ComprdtMtiut: Hir001) o/ Ut~ Chureh of !CJur Chrin o/ 
lmttr..d!l1 Saintf (6 volJ., Sah Lake O c,.·, 19l0), Ul, 164. The RL\·d:n£on bn 
alto bt found in all buc ch~ etdiew- editioN of Book o/ Doctrlne 4nd Qk"'!"n.:~nu. 
The journey (rom Nauvoo is du(:ribed ln Wllli.a.m Clayton, Jowmal (Salt Lake 
City, 1920), 9 .. 10. U; che remainder or this v.'Ork ~ncem& che Pioneer Company. 
h it recorded th•t in Briglum Youn1'• own c:ompeny of 181& '"The order o( 
lht. Pioneer Camp wu re:td as a san of sample for UJ.'' Oliver Huntlniton 
Journal, n, 22. T ypc:t«ipt in Utah State MiscoriR.l Soc:ierr library. 

11journal Hb-tocy, May 31, June J and 8. 1&48. Similarly, £bid., October 10, 
lSSJ; October 16, 1661. 

ti(!Jid .. October .5, 18S1, ahows c:apuins of cc.n$ required to report to thtlr 
fUperiors on rhe needs of each (amflt [n chcir c.h~e., 10 char food could be 
afven to the m06t n.ectsS.lrom. In 1864, an "olfktt of the: dar1

' wu appolnled 
to travel in che rear and prevent scraaalina. lbltl., Occobu 260 186+. 

" In 1850, OrKin Hyde oqllt\i:ed W. Foote'• company, while Wilford Wood· 
n.~f( «pni:ed his own.. Jbld., Sc.pc.ember 17 and Octo~r 11, 18.50. Eliu R. S. 
Smith, Bfotrdphy And Famil)' R~ of l..otcntQ Snow (,S,:It lake Cit}·, 1884), 94, 
ahow, Snow Klec:tinc his own oa,pcaitu or fihk5. There arc ltlll a few txccpiom: 
thua. Joumnl History, October JO. JSSJ, tho\\•s upta1ns of fiCtiu ehootin1 thcJr 
own <:apttins of ~ns. 
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proper organization. The officers were aU accepted accord .. 
ing to thtir previous appointment.•• 

AU rhis was io marked contrast to contemporary practice. It 
is rrue that some of the 18'19 gold Mh companiet were elaborately 
organized, as joim-stock companies or with complex constirurions. 
O.het$, with simpler srrucwre, might be formed by groups of neigh. 
bora be(ore leaving their homes. But most often, companfes were 
formed at the. outfitting center or on the uail ro the west of ir, 
on the basis of confused electioneering among people who had 
drifted !OSether by chance. Many leaders so chosen proved incom· 
petent, and regnrdless of their efficiency they were liable to be 
depo6Cd if opinion turned. against them. Either way, the st;ability 
and success of the expedidons suffered ... , 

The forming of the Mormon companies was often the occa· 
sion of detailed advice by agents or other church leade11. Thw in 
1865 Thomas Taylor reported: 

I advised the Saints to be obedient tO the requirements of 
their officers, and also to lee Miner 0. Arwood [the captain) 
equolise the strength of the reams. The general insrruction 
to be moderate in driving and in the use or the whip was 
given ..• Elder john S. Holma.n remarked that the English 
Sainrs had been organized by themselves only ro separate 
them, that in case of sickness better care and 3ttemion could 
be bestowed by rh06< who understood each ether's langu~ 
he aJso remarked that the reams were to take their turns 
in rolling out [i.e. starting in the morning) in orde.r that 
all should have equal chances of camp-grounds .. .. " 

But in addition to such verbal exhonarions, dewled codes of regu· 
l3tions were from dme to cime drawn up. Thete is considerable uni .. 
fonniry among the surviving enmples, and it wHI be enough ro 
describe th06< of 18'19 in full, and then nor< additional fnrun:s 
of the others. ln twelve cia"- the rules of 1849 ordered that 

IOJbld., ~ptember 2+, JS4S. Appoitttmt:nt from :abov~ a_nd .,so.sttfnint,. 
clully lnc:luded Cl pUint or ft.nt rn Jamet s. Brown. Ulc oJ a Pfon~I!T. Oft"' 
th~ A"cohiopphy of )~XnKJ S. Brown (Sah Lake Chy, 1900), l91. 

)tfoc de .. lled antlysi• of conu:r:nporuy ~omp1n.l~.s ol'li which compuUocu 
whh Mormon methodt can bt: bo.s.td, $CC my ankle, "Emmicrann• froblenu In 
CraNing W w~st," Uni,<T~ir, o} Sinnin,ehorn Hhrorkaf lowmol, V ( l9S5), 
8)..102. I ac.knowl~dge che coutc~Y of che t:ditOC' of that lowm.ol In allolli.nJ 
me 10 usc here the ~ubt-tan.c:e- ol a few paf11..Ct11pfu a.nd •onk- quotar.ions !rom 
o.riglnal aourcts. 

Ujtllftn, op. cit._ IZJ. Thls ~ompony o!so h~ a eommiwry. 
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each ten should rake turns to lead the company; that lost property 
was ro be entrusted co captains of ftfrif!$i rhat dllfl:i should be tied 
up ar night; that an offic:~r·s consent was needed before anyone left 
camp; that pnyel$ were to be said regularly and attended by all; 
that guotds were ro be I)O$red each nisht; that the day's march 
was ro begin at 7:30 A.M., thor obedience to office!$ should be 
completej lhDt each man was responsible for securing his own ani
mots Rt nisfu; thot eoch member was to be in his wagon by 9 P.M." 
The rules ol 1848 required each fifty to have a blacksmith and 
woaon·mnker with roob; each wagon wns ro ha'·e a gun and fifry 
rounds; outfhs were to be inspected before startitl$: weekly haltS 
were to be mode for washing and bnlcing, while SundayS were to 
be ser aside for rest ond wonhip." The 1852 rules laid down penal· 
ties for neglect of guard dury: public reproof for the first olfeDK, 
and for the second, extnl dury in herding cattle. For prolaniry, 
public reproof was the punishment, and for cruelry to animals, 
fines.» Thote of 1853 prohibited catd.-playing in camp ... Thote 
of 1854 made It clear that oil able-bodied males over sixt<en were 
to nand guard; each ten was ro hove a Sttong rope suitable for usc 
in fordina screams; precautions were to be ta_.keo ogainst c:arde:ss 
use of firearms." 

Enouah evidence c.xi!ts for conditions in practice to show that 
Mormon companies experienced many ol the difficulties and hard· 
shill$ ol their contemporaries in the Wt:St. They traveled the sa.me 
reo, fifteen, twenty miles • day, an but small children and sick 
peOple walldng. The paee was that of the ox~ onc.and·o-half or 
two miles an hour. Since the journey was made in summer, tern .. 
peratutO$ were hiah during the day with no shade, constant dust, 
and frequent thunderstorms. Food-the bacon, bread, be•ru, colfee, 

*'Journ•l Hltcort. Jt.ily 14, 1&+9. 
• •Matcn.n'..t Sr«, XXXI O•nuuy 9, 1869). 20.21, re.ftrri.oc t.d:: to 1848 under 

the hudln11 "An Artl'wer to St•~ral Questions In Rcl•rion to lbt HittotT and 
Doctrine: of the lAtter 0.1 Salnts 1.nd 1he Scnlt:men• and Pto.,ua of Utah 
Tttthort." W,Ui&m 0\andlat.. A Vbl.r ro Sc&!t l..rW (Loodoa. 1857), 16. ob
ter•cd the Sund•; h•lu. But rircumau.ncu «M.Jld $0mc.ti.mcs ~-erridc: the- mou 
Pow rttclutSona: Joumal Hblory, Stpcc:mber 24, 1848. livea an example. 

UJ•me:• A. Unit, F10m Kin~Md co Sctlc Uak~ Cir:, (Salt l&lte Cirr, 1&90), 
li0-41. 

"loumal HlnofY, Scpcc.mbu 9, li.SJ. 
UJWbc" Ctmpbt11'• Joum~t Quoted in URoy R. RaJe:n and Fmxil 

).(. Younc. Fon Wn:~~nie ond tlrtc Pq:f.!lll\l ol 1M Wtn (Oit-ndale, c.bf-. 1938), 
21J.I4. 
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dried fruit of all Wt$tem navel-was monotonous. To latil"e and 
thim was •ddcd loss ol sleep, for the men stood cuard at frC(Iucm 
intttVals after their long day's work with the teams." Stampedes of 
the animals ar some sudden fril!ht, accidents with firearms, illness, 
dela)'S and deaths due ro childbirth, oone of these hazards of the 
trail could the Mormons escape. .. The basic routine also wu similar. 
Like their contemporaries, the Monnons Started early each day, did 
hall or more of their mile211" before a oooo halt, continued until 
late afternoon, made eamp and allowed the animals to gra:e apin, 
and formed a circular or elliprical corral of wagons lmked 10g1ether, 
within which animals could be bunched f<>< control 0< protection. 
In 1849 rhe clerk of one of the CO<Opanies wnxe: 

It is Qui_[e interesting in the evening when me camp stops to 
witness the acriviry of all that are able; oome watenng 
canle, some driving ochers to herd, others malcing fires and 
carrying wood lor evening and morning. while others are 
preparing their meals; after supper, the driving up of the 
herd, chaining and tieing up cattle. The caprain of the 
guard blows hb horn and summons the guard to dury. The 
cnmp, after prayers, retires to rQt, with their amp ftres 
burning and their lamps lighted up in their waggons, with 
the lowing of oxen, the bleatirig of sheep and neighing of 
the horses in rhe corral, the howling of wolves on the din-ant 
hills and prairies, with the half hourly cry of the guards 
from No. I up, as they cry the hour of the night with "all 
is right," all combined lends enchantment to the ~ and 
a feeling of praise, veneration and thanksgiving to the God 
of the Saints. 40 

JIQ.111yt0n eornments on this In his loun\AI, 88. 1l\c ,-onc.~r. 'fttc pic;bcl 
men, oct lmmiJC~ntt iust arrived £tom Ewopc. 
- •'Sec my artic!c, dted in Note 3 1, for runher diswss.lon and documt:nrafi.on: 
and CHorfia W. Re.d, ''Dite•s.u, Orup ond Ooc~ort on the Orcaora-Califomll 
T ... n In the Oo!d Rwh Year,"' Mis.sourl HU:rorirol Rc,•icw. XXXVlll (1944), 160-76. 
Evidence (Of Mormon rnomllty Is ali&ht. Onlr 19 comptnltj afford deulled 
fituru. Lt.. fc: ... cr than OM .. b:th of the known eot'npa.nid. l cnlf\1 atJde the 
lau rwo h.andotn lfOUP' of 1856 <n ckath:s of i .50 in one, and 140 Of more 
of 7CX) tn the othn). the: avcrqc moculhy ia: aUghdy under l per c:ent. Due 
withi.n thio bc-oed avcraac, two componies •hh hith ratu aufrc trd from choler~~, 
three «hen ha<l cpidcmks amons: the chi.ldren, while: others, h..d u tu btlow 
t per cent. Dtathl on the: river and rtU foumcf"t upe0.1lf the former, m.wt 
~ .deled, but the cvickncc il equally inadtquuc. The hJth proportion of 
chl!drc.n attd old people t.n Mormon companitt must alwsya be kept In mlnd. 

••Journal Hit.rory, October 27, 1849. Sec abo MiU~nnULI SC4r, XXlV (Dc:ee""' 
lw• 6, 1861) . 781.$2; XXV U•n.,..., l f. 1863), 60.6L And Chand!..,, op. d r. )f. 
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This quotation might have been drawn from any dia'"i' of the 
period. But from one of rhe major tharaaerUtics of travel in the 
West the Monnon.' were largely exempt. In many companies an 
attempt was made to provide lor the orderly settlement of disputes, 
and indeed 10 transport to the West the whole structure of law 
and order known to the settled regions of the United States. Despite 
this, the story of western migration is full of quarrels, sometimes 
attended by violene<:, and of the breaking up of companies, often 
caused by the quarrels or by discontent wi.th elected leaders. Under
lying all this was the main impooed on human physique and temper 
by tbe conditions of the march. "The trip is a sort of magic: mir .. 
ror," wrote one early traveler. "and exposa every man's qualities 
of h~rr connected with it, vicious or amiable."0 The conditions 
were the same for Mormons. They were often, indeed, physically 
far less fitted for the trail than were native Americans. Mormon 
companies, toe:>, were far larger rhan the contemprc:M'2.ry average. and 
might be expected to have been harder to manage." But against 
these factoro must be set three which will be discussed in tum: 
the mOTale of the rank-and-me, the professioml cb:aracter of the 
leaders, and the special nature of the leaders' authorirv. 

The first point needs linle elaboration. The immigrantS were 
not hand-pid:ed by any physical tests, still less for their proficiency 
in frontier skills. But they were converts to • relit!ion, and they were 
migr:uing in fullillment of an essential p>rr of their faith. Mormon
'= inspired enthusi>sm, but i< abo st<essed discipline and order. 
The convertS were on their way to a highly organized oociery vinually 
identical with their church. They bad, in shan, every ~ to 
behave in a disciplined m>nner and to endure the hardships of 
the journey with unusu•l fortirude." Indeed, as the s<ery of the 
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1856 handcarts demonsrrntes, rheir courage mighr carry them for 
beyond the bound$ of prudence." 

In rhe early rears of the mignttion:. many companies on the 
plains were lead by men who had presided over companies on 
board ahlp, though it would be hard ro prove that the personnel of 
the two types of company were identieal. However, only th~ ex~ 
omplea of this can be found after 1859. The church ream system 
meant nor only that leaders came down from Utah each year 
and retUJ'ned with the immigrants, but char the same men came 
year after year. ). R. Murdock is said to have made no fewer than 
eleven round trips, H. D. Haight seven, S. Roundy five, Milo Andrus 
and H. Duncan three each.u In chis way, too, technical docrrine 
could become established, and the ronk-and-file could all the more 
easily accept rules enforced by those whose competence wu so 
apparent. 

The discipline of Monnon comp:mi .. did nor depend solely on 
the technical accomplishments or the force of personaliry of men 
elected or accepted by the companies' members. Leaders w..-e apo 
pointed by higher authoriry. They w..-e often th..-nselves of hill> 
rank in the priesthood. They were leaders "'on mission" jusc as 
much as if tbey had been engaged in the work of convenion over
seas. IU was so often ttue in the Mormon Churcbt their autboriry 
was both secular and ecclesiasrical; or rather, in what was rqarded 
aa aatred work, there oould be no real distinction between the rwo. 
Offerues against the discipline they enforced were therefore punish. 
able by penalties both marerial and spiritual. In 1853, one com· 
pany had rwo disputes. One consisted of threats againsr tm captain 
becauae of the Sl'1lte of the bacon supply and its distribution. The 
leaden decided thar all had been done fairly, and that hor weather 
had uused the wasaoge thor wu the ,_ of the uooble. The man 
who had complained wu censured, and it was resolved that cer· 
rain brothcn "wait upon him and endeavour ro r..-nove the bad 
spirit from him which existed." The O<her concerned the rdusal 
of .everal men to stand guord. The captain of the guard was told 
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to take their names and hand rhem to rhe clerk; if they persiSted 
in their refusal D formal entry was to be made in rhe company's 
journal, which rhe church outhorities in Utah would read." In 
another company the same year, a man "was broughr be(ore the 
comp charged with profane swearing and abusing his team, which 
charges were sustained, and he failing to make suitable acknowledge
ment was d isfellowshlpped.'' In that some company a linle lorer, 
a dispute was submitted to the prcsidenc, his counselors, and the 
Glpt.a_ins o£ tens: 

Brother B., being charged with profane swearing and also 
with threor.ning the life of Brother K. by shooting and proo 
paring his gun, ..• therefore, Brother K. being chat'J!1'd with 
using abusive language towards Brother 8., and 1he state
ments of the parties having been heard and the testimony 
of wirne=. , • • It was c:onsidered by the said bc>ard that 
Brother B. is guilty of the charges above •pecified and that 
he make suilable acknowledgement to the camp and humblr 
nsk forgiveness of rhe same which be accordingly did. And 
It was funher considered that Brother K. is not guilty as 
specified above, all of which proceedings we.re approved by 
the camp and ag.reed to by the said parties." 

Last may be quored an example from a journal of 1&49: 

A melee occurred between rwo Brothers, one a Wel!hman, 
the other an Englishman, concerning some cattle, in which 
blows and threats were used. They w<re brought before the 
president and his counsellors, aeverely reprimanded and a 
line of doing extra duty on guard [was impOSed). They 
made a confession, asked forgweness, prorni!ed to do bet• 
ter, and were resored to fellowship.•• 

Aid from Utah was not eonfined to rhe ~ing of leadet$. 
As early as 1&48, rdid was sent to the companies on the mareh, 
and in the following year lhvid Fullmer'• pany went as far east 

"Journal Hi•IOO'· C><tobot 10, ISSJ. 
dfb.d,. Sc:prc.mbtr 9, I&Sl. Namd of P«J!!Ql ate omir...td at tbc tCqUCSt 

ol t.ht Qurch liittorian. 
••Ibid .. OccQbcr 27, 1849. Some cXa.mpta, ol dbpuca raise no QUeMioo of 

prindple.. Th"' ln JIS4, rwo mua Wnnc • wacoa quand.cd ""-er the: wdsht 
o1 cub othc.r'• t..cPte • A (On'LmJuu ...- appointed to lln"CSS::Ptt the rmttc.r 
and duidt: Jtatlr."' 1~. Oc:cobc:r S, 1854. In I~ ont tDt:l!'lber Gl • compmy 
tdu.ed •o complr 1frith • rule dut ~ to lht family 1n Ctc*tC$4: n«d any 
aoo.e llvatoe.k round on the trad: IN tudc.r. ckddt.d to .. vc: dK:zudva trwbte 
br allowlna him 10 ktc:p ccrt11in ~ u he dauul. IW... Novunbcr 3. 186S. 
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as the Sw«tWllter Ri•er." When the handcort plan wu put for· 
Wlltd, it was at once appreciated rhar rdief would be more thon 
ever rtcCdSaty. The preporarioo.s sullldred in 1852 did not need 
10 be pur intO practice. However, in 1856, the flrsr yeor of the 
hondcoru, aid was orpni:ed oo a large seole. On S October, 
Briabam young appealed for twelve ION of flour, waaoo.s 10 corry 
it, teamsters. and fony 1pare men. The quota wu made up In 
three dayr, !O&"ther with quantities of other provisions, blanke11, 
boots, and clothing. Further appeail were made ar Salt Lake City 
three weeks later, and """ hundred rwenry people volunt«red to 

join an expedirion. .. Other ~etrlerneott contributed. At PtOVO, no 
fewer than forry.eiaht people helped to make up the quota of 
1'\\-o thousand pounds of flour, in amounu: of rwenty-tive ro ont 

hundred pounds each. At Union, fiVe Wll&ON with ptOVisions Jlarted 
at only a day's notice. PtOVO contributed opin in November, ninety• 
six church members offering a wagon, hotxs, harness, ar•in, or 
other IUpplies accordinc to their means, to make a total of ten 
tums with seven tons ol flour!' The relief parries went u far 
east as O..vil's Gatr, and they helped ro mitipte, thouah they 
could not avert, rhe disast<r to the lur twO handcart componles. 

Such relief became unnecessary as the church tearo.s were or
g;aniled." But immlanmts always needed aid on atrival in Utah. 

"11>14, A...,.. 1.S, t644: John M. Woalcr )oumol. 29-JQ. T~ .. lo 
Utah State Hiatorbl Soatty lilln.ty. Sah Lab Stale H.,.ory, fM Auewt U. U. 
1319, in Oumh Hlotorian'o Ollkc, Solo Lab Ooy. J, M. s-.an, "().ul...d 
Trf~ ro C.IUomla in 18SO."' So..dlol'm Clliforftfa Hu~ .$orin) ~ 
V (1901). 179, rdcn lO • reJic( upc.<Udon on lhe Sftcnn.tlft. f!ot btct fUJ" 
"" John PuloiP,.r )oumol, L Jl. T,.....;., '" Vuh Sate H»torial Soacrr 
Hbn.ry; Journal History, Ottobe.r S, 21. l&S4 (a nun wu Mm &held from oat 
company to find • nllcf patt'f c:xpccted to Dr at ()ft:c-n Rlnt, to report to dwaa 
on tbr c.ompt.ny'• c.oncbUon and to ur.cc them to COnN: fvrthu to F<rC aWl: 
MlU•MLII S,.r, XV (fobru>ry 19, I&Sl), 115: XVII (Now,.b.r 17, IISS), 7JO. 

"1&14. XIV (Julr 31, 16Sl), JSS: 1 .. ...., ol o....,.,.,. IV, Ill (~ 
You...,_ Oerobtr S, IS56h }01.1rnal H~ory. Oetobu 4, 1, 1SS6 (dv flfll cotrY 
tonsim ol the rninutc:t of • mcct101 at whkh Younc lurned t:hc n«cb of 
the ha.ndc:an companies !rom tt:turmot milllon.ric:• who had ~ ~m: 
the ROOnd Jj\'et duoJJ• of the dc'llhlm; and od~ott wpplits oiCt.rcd). SH. tleo 
S.h Lake Stake Hilum, CXtobc.t Z6. J8S6; OJ;w~tt Hurttltlf'Oll }ownal. ll. IOS.7. 
Typuc:ript c.opr in Utah Sute H&M-orkal Socirty 11b,.ry. 

•'Provo Hi.nont•l Record, M1nutu of Ot.Mnl Mnttr.pr. O.ut<h Henon&~~\ 
Olnu, Salt like City, Oaobcr 6 and 9. 1856: No,·cmbr, 29, I&S6. )oumiJ 
Hbtory, November 9, J8S6. Dunct NtwJ, Octobu 29, 1&S6. 

aJSpuc !otWdt: a lull dJttUNion o:f thlt lflttm, •hkh ,..., a plan for the 
emirc mia~don r•ther than limJttd rwatnm• of akt from Uah. An IMUal 
quota WU fb:ed, of teom.J, teamtttl"' and ru&rdJ. and flout, th .. IO bt noc:bcd 
c:n route or raltcn 10 lhc !rondcr •nd there wc:d br t.bc ammlJBn:&a or '*rtt.rc.d 
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They were tired, and their supplies were low. It is probable that 
many had little or no money. They had no certain employment 
and no promised home. H.eu, roo, cl\urch organil:ation and private 
philanthropy combined. In 1859, when new& of a company's ap.. 
proacb was recejved, "immediately every h~ and vehicle in the 
city was seemingly in marion, conveying chose who were an.xious to 
witness the egress of rhe company from the Canyon. "63 The fU'St 
P.E.F. company, in 1852, was greeted by the first presidency, with 
a band, a salute of guns, and a speech by Brigham Young. A similar 
welcome was accorded to the fjrsc handcart company in 1856. 
Food also was cfutribured." In 1859, Edward Hunter, the presiding 
bishop, was ordered to clear the Tithing Yard to receive the immi.· 
grants' cattle, to have food cook~, and to allow the new arrivals 
to camp in Union Square." In 1864, the bishops of the Salt l.ak. City 
wards organized the .serving of "her soup, bed, mutton, potatoes, 
pies. etc. "44 After early years of temporary camping, a wooden 
building near t.he General Tithing Office was ser aside lor the 
immigra_nts' use, and in 1866 they were being fed at church expense." 

Brigham Young's workshops, and such public works as the 
Temple, provided some temporary employment." But many of the 
immigrants bad to be distributed through the tetrirory. Friends and 
relatives often met them and rook them back to outlying settlements, 
and in this they were aided by the publication in the Des<roc News 
of such lists of members of arriving companies as were available ... 
In 1864, church members attending the General Conference at Salt 
lake City took the opportunity ol collecting newly arrived friends, 
ro such an extent that drwenty-four hours after the arrival of eac::h 
train it would have been dlfficulr to find a family on the public 

for other goods and ktvic~ Quous were mpporrioned downwa.rd by authority, 
until in the ward$ volunteering under the us~l soci•l preuuret •upplicd in~ 
dividu.J) conttibulion"L The te:~m• as.semb!c-d at Salt Uk.e Ciry, wtnr to the 
outlining «mer, and uturncd che .ume a.c:a.son with the: miaratlna S:dntt. 

,,Joumal Hiatory, Sepccmber .f, J8S9. 
•-•tX.t~rer NC!WI, Scptcm~.r 18, ISSl: Mirlb1ni41 Sttu, XfV (December lS, 

J8S2) , 69&-700, which indudC$ Brig!um Youn11'• '~cch: XVIU CD«cmbe.r U, 
1850), 'i9i·9S. 

WJarncs S. Grown, op. cit,.. 404 . 
.. Journal Hi!tory, Ocrober 2.6,. 1861. 
t.tUtid., October 8, 1866: Millcnnia.l Sttsr, XXVIR (October U, 1866), 6SL. 
U}Ottma! of OOeowrscs, vm. U-12 (Brigham Y4unr. Apdl 5, 1860)1 Edwud 

W. Tullldgt, Hu!4'> ol S.U I.Akt Cii'J (S.It Lak< City, 1586), 671, 677. 
.,Such lite. arc In OesCTet NtwJ, Stpcc:.mber 12. 1855: October 15, 1856; s....,.,., 24, 1862: Au""'' 26, 186i. 
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<quau.' ... But the distribution often required the Intervention of 
church authorities. ln 1850, Britlham Young diverted the oca>· 
pants of the lim eight wagons of Aaron Johnson's company to the 
new senlemem of Springville." In 1854, the following innrucriont 
ro the bishops were published: 

You are hereby instructed to proceed fmthwith nnd make 
diligto:nt e:nquiry, to ascertain who in )"'Ut wards can take 
inro tht:ir families and houses some of the brethrc,n, or me:m .. 
hers of their families, who are now on the rood ro this lond, 
ond give employment and food untU the harven of 1855, 
o.nd furnish tbooc who may need it transportation from this 
d ey to their several places of destination." 

In the aurumn ol the same year, Bishop Tarleron lewis come from 
Ceda.r Ciry with thirty wagons and persuaded one hundred nfty 
P.E.F. immigrants to rerum with him to Iron County, rogethtr 
with some Danes from an independent company... In 1856, the 
first presidency otdered the bishops ro distribute 1mm.,nnrs throuah 
Utah in such a way as ro use their skills ro the ben advantogt. 
The directive included a complaint that hitherto the bishops had 
taken the able-bodied, leaving the aged and infirm 10 be a burden 
on Salt Lake Ciry." In 1866, a senrile ~rver was allowed tO 
attend a discussion at which bishops from aU over Utah Jlated 
their need for labor and, as it were, apportioned the •mmigranu 
amonc their several wards. uln a few minutes I $QW that two hundred 
of th<k poor immigrants had been placed in the way of earning 
their dally bread."., In the s:ime rear, one company wu broual>t 
to Utah under the church team plan in wogons provided mainly 
by Utah County. After unloading in the Tithing Yord, tbeae teams 

"M;u.,.w Sr.,. XXVI (Febroary 20, 1864). 112. Joumol of ou-,_ 
IV, 88 (Heber C Xlmb-IJ, Nove.mbcr 9, 1&56), rc(cn to the ~oUc<.tion ol fn.HIIil 
bot ch\U'Ch CDC"mbcn. in relit.( upcditiooa. 

•'Milton R. Hunter, DriJh4m Yow:n.c rM CoiOI'I., (S•h t.b Orr. t9i0). 
22'9-30.. T'hU il the bnt boo&. JC't pubWhccl on 1he planned te:tdt.MICK .t 
Uuh. lhouch itt dcu:il bc:comH far lm complt.cc a(,u du flrn dccad.t~ 

••lRxT,.I Nnn.. July 6. 18S4. 
UMillftmW S«a:r, XVU (Janw:ry 27, lSSS). 6l. 
"Sah l.ab. ~ History, October lS, J8S6. Oturch rMmbett wc.rc of courw 

fdll uhon:~ to un for their own {rieftds and rcbaw.. 
"Wolb>m H. 0...0. N.w A""rico (1 vob., J..oM.a, 1867), 1. lii-SJ. 
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gather«! >u<h of the immigrant• .. had decided to settle in that 
c:ounrry, and 1eh at once on the last stage of their ;oumey ... 

The Mormon 5)'Stem of crossing the Unit«! States was there
fore characterizM by the same thoroughness cllat can be seen in 
their Atlanric: crossing. The success of the system owed something 
to the loyalty of converrs, something to technical skill, much to 
the spiritual element in che leaders' authority. But even this does 
DO( accoum for all the conrrast between Monnons and their con .. 
temJX)raries in the westward movement. Mormon immigrants were 
bound, not for some mining camp or district of pioneer farms, but 
for a community which from the beginning was imegrat«l under 
authoriry. Utah wns ••Zion/' the focus of their religious hopes. From 
the «onom.ic standpoint, it was a centrally planned society, It was 
the source of authoriry and leadership. It was rhe source 31SO of 
aid. In short, it must never be rorgonen that (or the Mormon Church 
conversion, migration, an:d rhe coloniz.ation or Utah were indivisible. 

"'Journal Htstory, October 8, 1866. Ot1e mOft" enmpl~ may be liven. MUlen.o 
ni41 Scar: XXXI ($t:pr:c:mbcr 18. 1869), 613, thowt rdati\·es bdi\B rnet At the: 
railro:w:l· 'bot the: btsh<l>ps 'A'C:rc: dituibudne od\c:r immiiJlln~ "u may appur 
moa.~: .dviublc: or u 1hc:: c:mlannts may c.hcx»e." 
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