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INTRODUCTION 

The year 1852 was a momentous one for the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saint~ and its followers. Sel'eral event$ 
occurred whid1 were ll1 play an import:Jnt role in the develop
ment of the church and it~ young settlement in the Great Salt 
Lake Valley. First. the church. through a sermon of Apostle 
Orson l'ratt op.:nly ad,·,)·,w.:d polygamy as a principle of the 
Mormon faith.l Multiple m;vriagt:s had been practiced before 
by prestigious mcmb..:rs of the church. beginning 11 i~h thc many 
n.arriage of the pr i; h..:t of the fa!t 11 Joseph Smi•h. but tht";" 
church had never befurc admitted to the "Gentile" ·orld and t 
its own followt:rs as a 11 twk. that this Wi!li -known practice was a 
tenet of the faith. This pat ticular h:lppcn,aance caused lasting 
repercussions. The control'cr. y over the admission of Utah as a 
state in the btter part or the 19th century. as well as the trials of 
the Mormon leaders ch:~rgcd with polygamy in the 1880's, 
stemme I in large part from the Murmons' refusal to deny the 
doctrine of polygamy e~pou~cd in 1852. 

The espousal of this doctrine furthered conflict within the 
church it elf. Since the dc:Hh of Joseph Smith on June 27. IR44. 
it had been di\·ided over \\'hO should direc·t its afbirs_ Smith's 
family helievcd that the mantle of responsibility held by their 
illustrious rclati\'e, which hnd been passed to Brigham Young 
and the other apostles of the faith. should have been retained 
wilhin the Smith family. This power struggle remained 
somewhat of a private quarrel, but with the advocation of 

SJ 



NEBRASKA HISTO!<Y 

polygamy by the main bra11ch of the chutch. the Smith faction 
confirmed the split by forming th..: Reorgani.r.cd Church of Je"us 
Christ of Latter Day S:-tints.2 This plit ha\ no t yet been resolved. 

Although these tv.o events were of vital importance. their 
effect p:1les somcv.hat when compared with the great Mormon 
migration to the Utah ter ritory in 1852. Despite contro\·crsy 
among non-Mormon hi:,torians as to the exact number of 
wagons. train . and pcopJe.1 it is evid ent th..tt far more settlers 
traveled to the Great Salt [ ake Valley that ye a r th,tn in any other 
year. preceding or following 1852. Althou gh thl! romantic allure 
ofth..: 1847 pioneer band or the bizarre atti'mpts of the handcart 
brigades :lppP.al to ma ny. it wa~ the "migr.:ltion of '52" th:>t 
brought 10.000 people to Utnh Jnd th c.-cby pro,·ided almost h:1lf 
of the population of the t~:rritory at thJt time . 

Preparations had begun. nearly live years before the first 
wagon train departed. when the Perpetual Emigrating Funcl 
Company was set up in Utah by the apostles and clclcrs of the 
faith. Created during the course of the winter of 1847- 1848. the 
PEF was cicsigned to help church members. especially the poor, 
gather in the Zion in the dcsert.4 The initial funds. which came 
from the church trcasmy. were loaned to impoverished Mormons 
who were expected to pay hack the money after they reached 
Utah and found employment. In theory. the church was to make 
the original outlay only. since the PEF was set up to be sclf
snpp0rting through the repayment 0f loans granterl. 
Unfortunatelv. settler~ arriving in the "State of Dc~crct." which 
w~~~ fmmcd :;, 1849 with Ym;ng as govcruor. could not always 
fmd employment and therefore were unable to p:1y their debts. 
The theory. then. proved to be less than a complete success in 
actual practice. 

Although the PEF wa~ an economic failure. it does demon
strate the ~trong desire of the chur.:h to gather the Saints. as 
those of the M~rmon faith were called. i~ Utah . Evidently the 
church hoped to bring its far !lung mernlJership. a minority of 
the population almost everywhere it exi~ted. together as a 
socio-political unit controlled by Mormon theocracy. thereby 
incre:~sing both its piritual and temporal power. This desire. 
earlier apparent in the build-up at Nauvoo. Illinois. intensified in 
the fall of I 51. as b evidenced both by Brigham Young's 
instructions to the Saints in l'ottawatamic County. Iowa. to 

"Come home! Come home!''S and the church's instructions to 
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eastern ~aints to ··come home to Zion and complete the 
American gathering. " b 

But the Mormon ideal of creating a "New J eru~alem" in the 
desert directed by the theocracy of the church was not the only 
reac;on f r the great migration . Although the wish to "Come 
home to Zion" wa uppermos t in the minds of tho~e making the 
long trek. also apparent as a motivating force was the old spectre 
of Gentile persecution with its ugly counterpart. Mormon 
paranoia. Those who had lived through harrowing experience~ in 
Missouri and lllinoi~. where Joseph Smith and his broth er 
Hyr:un were murdered . were ready to lly at the first hint of anti
Mormoni\rn . The first signs of disturbance became apparent 111 

western Iowa in the winter of 185 1-1 852 ''hen much of the 
non -Mormon p )pulation became ang -red over polygamy 
practic~>d in Mormon scttlt•menb a long the Missouri River.7 In 
addition to this. there had been a mild reaction over the election 
of a Mormon to a juctgc\hip in the area. and when an 
anti-Mormon meeting was urg::tnizcd in Fremont County. Iowa. a 
gre:lt deal of name calling and abst ract threatenin g took place.8 
The re was probably linle danger of active persecution. but to the 
faint hearted the threat loomect large. and fear played a motiva
tional role in the migmtion. 

The church's displeasure with the Mormon m rchants in 
Ka nesville. the chief settlrmcnt of the Saints in western Iowa . 
wns another factor which influenced migrati0n. Mormom wh o 
had remained behind after Winter Quaners was abandoned in 
1847 in the face of government and Indian pre~~ure,'l were 
ordered to set up a jumping-off site for the journey to Utah for 
future immigrants. ::tnd they had selected Miller's Hollow. 
located on the Iowa side of the Missouri Riv r about tifteen miles 
to the south and east of Winter Quarter . The name of the 
community was chan!!ed at "an adjourned scs~ion of a general 
conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter Day S::tints" 
when "Orson Hyde moved that the place hitherto knowu as 
Miller's Hollow be named K, nesville. in honor of Col. Thomas 
H. Kancs:· a friend of the Mormons in Washington, D.C.IO 
Though the population fluctuated on a seasonal ba~is. under tho! 
supervision of Apostle Hyde. the town grew from a community of 
two hundred houses in 18SO to a "metropolis" of nearly 3.000 
persons in the early part of 1852.1 I In add it ion to being a church 
leader and city councilman. Hyde founded and edited the first 
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newspaper in western Iowa, The Frontier Guardian. 

Since 1849 Mormon merchants had been conducting a highly 
lucrative business with Gentiles who passed throu gh the area 
needing supplies.l2 Church leaders in Salt Lake City. including 
Brigham Young. Orson Pratt. and William Woodruff. opposed 
this, not because their brethren were making large profits, but 
because they feared the merchants would stay in Kanesv ille and 
set up a permanent power base 01•' ~ icle of Utah and tffective 
church control. The fears of the hiL . archy were justified some
what since the entrepreneurs. in luding Orson Hyde, were not 
adverse to growing rich off their leather and produce businesses 
and showed little inclination of wanting to leave for Utah. I J 

In the fall of I 5 I, Young ins I ructed two of the rweh·e Mormon 
apostles. Ezra T. Benson and Jed idiah M. Grant. to "evacuate 
Potawatomie (Iowa) and the stat s and next fall be with us."l4 
They were charged with gathering as many of the poor of the 
Mormon faith as they could and providing them with funds for 
emigration . I:. Benson and Grant retired from the church's 
legislative council. which in effect was the government of the 
territory. and journeyed east to K:mcsville.l o They were 
accompanied by a few men experienced in travel along the 
Mormon trail. some of whom had journeyed between Kancsville 
and Utah five times. By h;n·ing these experienced men along to 
organize and execute the migration. the Mormons hoped to 
prevent any possible mishaps :lmong the migrating trains. 

When the party of church leaders and guides reached 
Kanesville in December. the entire community girded itself for 
the upcoming tasks. Under the command of Hyde. Bensnn. 
Grant, and other leaders such as Feramorz Littl e and George A. 
Smith,1 7 the population was tran!>formt'd from an unorganized 
mass into a tightly disciplinec1 unit. The people were formed into 
"companies" often. f1fty. or ~ne hundred familie . each of whom 
had, or were to have, a wag0n.1 t' o, er each of these companies. 
and the train as a whole. wa; a Utah ··,aptain " granted authority 
by church leaders. John Crook. ·.-·ho participated in the 
organization but did not make the journey in 1852. reported: 

All the talk thr,,ugh Winter and Spring v.·a• to fit up and prepare to gather in a l>ody in 
Utah coming Summer. So •'cf)b<Y.iy :hat c<>uld v. o rk turned in and v.·er• orj!anizcd in 
companies. some workin g titling up wagons. chains. yokrs. etc., others in timber splitting 
and prtparing the timl>er . lq 



Mormon wai?OII train in camp. Oxl'n nrl' bl'iTII? lasso('d preparatory ru yoking 
up. SkNch by Gt'orge Simonsfrnm Leslie's Illustrated Weekly. }emu,,,._ · 8. /859. 

After work parties were organized. the problem of how to 
provide for nearly 10.000 people during the long journey faced 
the leaders. Formerly. the PEF and ot her Mormon charitable 
organizations had supplied much of the funding necessary for 
the purchase of foods tuffs, but the problem was great ly 
magnified by the number of people involved in 1852. The 
merchants helped solve the prublcm by selling supplies at a low 
margin of profit instead of at innated prices. Thomas Turnbull, 
a traveler to California. noted that prices for "boots, hoes, and 
clothing (arc) about the same as they are in Chicago.' ' Corn was 
at twenty -five cent a bushel. oats at thirty cents a bushel. and 
bacon at tweh·e cents a pound.2 0 The need for nour. salt pork or 
side meat. canned vegetables. and coffee created a thriving 
business. 2 I 

The scheduling for departure began the first week in May.2 2 

and following a discourse by Apostle Benson on May 30, the first 
company crossed the Missouri to begin its long journey westward 
to the Zion of the Latter Day Saints.2 J The other companies 
departed on a periodic basis lasting through June and July. 
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They follo"'ed thr route on the north side of the Platte River 
used by the 01iginal Mormon pione.:r bands of 1847. Mormons 
had not been the first to usc this trail that now bears their name. 
however. for the trail was "blazed" by l{obcrt Stuart's band of 
returning A torians in IIHJ and had long been used by fur 
traders.24 Though the trail was nnt new. the experience~ or the 
1852 migration wctc unique. beginnlflg with the ferrying of the 
companies aerO'>~ the Missouri. In l!l47 there had been but a 
single ferry in use because most of the Mormon emigrants had 
cro sed the Mis~ouri the p1evious year nnd wintered at Winter 
Quarters. In I ~52 there .,..·ere three separate cros!>ing area\ that 
operated at or 11car peak capacity i11 June and July-the old 
Upper or Mormon Ferry ncar Winter Quarters; the Lower Ferry 
at Oellevuc. six miles south of Kanc~villc: <llld the Mtddh.. Ferry 
very near Kam:svillc.2S These ferries were ''large. flat boats" 
which could hold only two or three wugons at a timc.2 6 

The traib. necessarily divided by the use of the three different 
ferries, con\'crged at a point approximately ten miles north of 
where the Elkhorn River flows into the Platte. The ferry thcre2 
was a great advantage O\'er the migration of ld47 wl1cn non had 
bccu there. On the Elkhorn :JOd along the Loup Fork of the 
Platte. where Orson Hyde hac! ncgotiatt•d cro~stng rights wtth the 
half·brceds who operated the ft.>rry. ferric wt>re available at 
non-restrictive prices. II Passage ll\Tr these rivers had been one 
of the chief worrie!> of earlier Mormon migration!>. 

The Mormon Trail. abo called the Council Bluffs Road. 
hugged the river it:.clf. In I 47 Young and his band had 
encountered few others. but with the establishment of I-on 
Kearny in 1848. with the ''discovery" of a ford ::~e-ros the river 
there, and '' ith me;st important of all. the rushing to California 
still taking place, the Mormon exodus in 1852 was anything but 
solitc:ry. John Hawkins Clark. one or many travelers headed for 
the California gold fields. in June commented that many wagons 
were crossing the ford on the Platte. headed both north and 
south.29 Fr~m 1847 to IBS1 the Mormon trails had staved 
almost exclusively on the north side of the river, but in 1852 at 
least two and possibly more of the M rmon l>::~nds ' 'enturcd 
across the river to the Oregon Tr::~il at Fort Kearny.JO In part. 
this was a reaction to the Gentiles' use of the north side of the 
Platte that stemmed from the fear of cholera which devastated 
the prairies that year. llut in spite of a myth that "cholera raged 
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along the south bank. while the north bank was suppo<; edly free 
of the plagu e,'' J t the grim reape r of the Pl a ins cut down 
Mormon and Gentile alike 

IM t•y .JOl. .. an old l:;dy d ied in cholera . a gre" ' many are d}'nrg on rhc St. Joc rold . . )2 
Oun!: II} ~~ he ru.Jd has U\!l.'n th ick I~ \f ic: ~n Y. it h gr;n t:\ . .. f h ~ sic kn t:St\. ' "'ems to be 
im:~ rea,in g . J.l 
!June 1111 . .. ,·,m~id.· r a blc >ll"knc" on r ·nh a nd \ ou rh ba nk> of Pl . llc . .l-4 
On • pbC'c Y. l.! p:t\')L.'ct then: h ~t rl hcL·n n t.ttl) lnutngra nt \ d tc ..,.,,h ch ula~t and had bcen 
"'urkd 11 tH f Jr th'l11 the road . tht·\r ~rd . h.'d 1 1tnt~· :1n,t dN hing l·:ft b: the n HHf JS 

Added to the fear of cholera and the problems of coping with 
I .200 miks of unfamil iar terrain wa\ anxiety concerning the 
Plains Indians. The relati vely miuor di "!icultics the wagon tr<dns 
fnccd, which ranged fn m th ic,' i 1g by the Pawnee to outright 
intimidatitrn by tl Sioux. 1t> h ad been prO\ ked by the uctions of 
white men. William Clnyton ' s ciCSl..ri ption or herds of buffalo 
being numerous for two hundred miks on west from Grand 
Island in 1847J 7 was no Iunger true. The buffalo had been 
slaughtcrL'd by hunters in sc:J ;ch of fre!>h meat for the wngon 
trains. and the Mormon · had hccnno less guilt.v of this than were 
the others. In hi journal. J hn H awkin~ Clark n0tcd that 
"during the immigrntion. buffaloes are sc:uce on the line of 
travl?l : nt l ra~t we have seen no ne ns yct." Jl! The restiveness or' 
the I 1clians ob,iouslv troubled the toiormous for the "Rules of 
the Council of Capt;tin!>" tatcd that ··pen~tl!lcs for m:glect of 
guard duty" would be ~trictly appli ed. 1 '~ The "Rule~ of the 
Council of Captains" wa the law on the trail. 

After they h:.td replenished their supplies at Fort Kearny, the 
trains l' rept O\Tr the Plains ww:~rd Fort L:~ramie. Though they 
mo\'Cd at a snail's p:H:c. they fl, und ennugh variation in the Plntte 
Valley landscape to please their sense~. John Hawkins said: 

Ph:tur~: to )',,ur".: hc-~ a bro:td riH•r "' iud ill' through ~rC('fl me!hiow~ co"ered with grass 
that !!ft""•:O. tu tlh..' w:ttc.·r\ ~.:d ~c.· . h'·~tutll o l lltt k i b nd ~ !l.l'Utn~ !i tt· ~em' upon it s b~\som. 011 

snmc brigl11 nt(lrninb ~ht'n the \ Un ti r~ t '>prl"3lh his yoldt:n rays. ~O 

On the south side of the Platte were the well-known landmarks of 
A h Hollow, Scott's Bluff. and Chimney Rock. 

In anticipation of spiritual malaise or uninspired leadership 
during the long trek. rarious Mormon apostles who were in 
charge of the entire migration nlll\'Cd back and forth among the 
many companies so th:tt they might provide the comforts of the 
religion. as well as lend the visage of nuthority. Along with the 
Utah captains. these leaders a! o s outed ahead of the trains in 
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an effort to fiud water, etc .. and with the help of William 
Clayton's The Latter Day Saint Emigrant's Guide. a campsite for 
the night. Church leaders m:Jintained a strict regimen, and u ing 
"The Rules of the Council of aptains" as a guidebook. the 
Morrnons were held to an almost military precision in their daily 
activities.4 t There was ah-;olutely no travel on the Sabbath, 
except in case of emergencies ;4 2 everyone. except f r the very 
small children anri the sic · . walked; and the wagons. almost 
exclusively pulled by o.>.cn, carried provisions ;tnd not people. 
The companies progressed at a travelling pace of ten to tifteen 
miles a day:O but the strict discipline nforced during the long. 
slow journey did not dampen spirits. Inspir.::cl by religious zeal 
and the know! dge that they were going horne to Zion. they 
celebrated their movement westv:ard with singing. In the 
ewnings. after walking all day. they \\ ere ready to dance the 
night away. and. the "President of tl c Train " (presumably 
Orson Hyde) came "to open the dances.''-l4 

From Fort Laramie on. the route of the Mormon migration 
continued westward over the old Oregon (nne! Mormon) Trail 

, gateway across the Ro kic~. the South Pa~s. Here the main route 
of the Mormons pa~$ed 0\er to Fort Bridger and through Echo 
Canyon into Salt Lake City. /1. branch, off the main route. called 
the Sublette or Green '' ood Cutoff was taken bv some of the 
group. U:.ed extensive ly b · t!lc Forty-nincr , the c~to!T went west 
to llear River instead of southwest to the Great Salt Lake Valley. 
This route was faster. but it wa not preferred by the Mormon 
captains because it involved traveling a ross a dcsert.45 

The last portion of the exhausting journey was the most 
arduous because of the paucity of good pastures and fresh water 
in the mountainous terrain. Relief companies were sent out from 
Salt Lake City with medicine and food for the struggling 
companies.4 6 Ezra 1. llcnson had gone ahead of the emigrants 
and arrived in Salt Lake City on August 20. long before the 
arrival of the othcrs.4'' to help dire t the relief efforts. But aid 
did not stop after the rmin reached Salt Lake City. After passing 
through quarantine camp , the new arrivals were given food and 
put to work in :~rious church-related public works programs. 
such as the construction of the tc:mple or the building of 
irrigation channels. 

The Mormon migration of 1852 is a significant and important 
event in the history of the American West: First. it exemplifies 
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how much better equipped were the Mormon trains to tackle the 
difficult t rai l. It demonstrates the effectiveness of group 
prep<~ ration when C\lm bined with group action and religious 
purpose. Between 1847 and 1868 this system successfully 
brought over 30.000 people to Utah. with the only real exception 
to success being the ill-fated h.mdcart brigades. The migration of 
1852, because it involved more people than any other year of the 
Mormon migrations. was the apogee of the system's succ<.:ss. 

Secondly. the migration of 1852 centralized and increased the 
power of the Mormon church. Though a few Mormons remained 
in Kan csville until 1853, the Mormon settlements in 
Po•l :,watamie Count y were di~cont.i nu d forcver.~ s and thae 
were no longer any Mormon communities of any stature outside 
of Utah. (The name of Kanesville itself was cl anged to Council 
Bluffs in 1853.4 9) The great influx of settlers tn Utah increased 
the power or the church by :l nearly 100 per cent increase in 

· population . and the Mormons were able to multiply their efforts 
to establish a Mormon corridor to the Pacific and solidify their 
hold on northern Utah. Althou gh 1-853-1857 saw a slackening of 
immigration to Utah. the 1852 migration had already given 
Brigham Young a power base for the Utah War in 1857-ISSti. 

The migration was important in light of a third development. 
Converts to Mormonism who began arriving from Europe in the 
late 1850's no longe r used Council Bluffs as their main outlitting 
point. The town of Wyoming in Otoe County. Nebraska. thrived 
brielly as a Mormon ~tng in g area, as we:l as Independence and 
St. Joseph. 50 With the Morm ons no longer coming solely to 
Council Bluffs. immigration through the area decl ined slowly 
until at last it ended with the completion of the transcontinental 
railroad. 

Lastly. the ·• American gathering" of the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter Day Saints, for all intents and purposes, was 
completed in 1852. It was the fulfillment of the vision of Joseph 
Smith of a Mormon "Zion" away from all enemies. Even though 
there were later confrontations in Utah between Mormon and 
Gentile. such as the presence of Albert Sidney Johnston's Army 
in 1858 and the polygamy-statehood ~truggle in the 1880's and 
1890's, for the most part Mormons were left to their own devices 
so long as they acknowledged the suzerainty of the federal 
government. Once away from hostile mobs, the intense zeal of 
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the religion subsided over the courst.: of the years. This \\a a 
neC'-!ssary evt.:nt for both the Mormons ~nd the United State~. in 
ord·~r to avoid a confrontation of disastrou~ proportions. 

Among the nea:ly 10,000 peoplr who came to Utah in 1852, 
thereby carving for themselve a singular niche in the history of 
the American \'v'e~ t. was my great·great gra ndmother Olive 
Harrirt Otto Te1 ry. She had ('Ome to the Kanes\·ille area in 185 1: 
she left the area in 18-2 a~ the bride of a Mormon emigrant. H l! r 
own story follows. substantially unedited. S I 

OLIVE HARRIET OTTO'S STORY 

If thar had ben railroads then I wold of went back, but that 
was no juch thing for you know it was the year of 1851.5 2 

Wall. I must not make the rest mis rbcll because I am. so I 
dride my tears and pic ked a few hazel nuts and went b<tck to the 
waggon where Mother was at work getting our suppers. Bless her 
sweet life. she always made the best of everything. 

We stade in comp that night and the next morning Father 
started to look for a house to move in to. and he came back in 
two hours and had bought a house. So we loaded up and went 
back about two mile on the bank of a littel stream, cold [calledj 
Mcsquctcr Crick. and thar stud a littel log house. not much 
bigger th a n our w:~~gon bed and a grat big old sad chimany. 

0. I cold hardley keep from crying agane bur I chocked back 
my tears for Mothers sake and don all I cold to help to mnke the 
place (I can't call it a horn). look as well a pasebell. 

We onlodcd our waggon and then Father went back to the 
littel town and g0t a cook sto\·e and a set of chairs aml two bed 
stids. There was no room for more. The rest of the beds wold 
have to be made on the tl or. Well in a few days I began to feel a 
Jittcl better. We hnd fixed thing up as best we cold and all of the 
rest of the fa miley was happy and it was not my natur to be dull, 
so I began to look around, for the place we had moved went by 
the name of a town. It was cold Carterville. 

Sister and I took long walks over the bluffs and we found 
maney camps of Emegrants camped in the hollows. Tha wart: 
Mormans from Nauvoo [Illinois]. tha had come that far to be 
reddy to get a erley start in the spring for Salt Lake. ?utI did not 
like the country. I missed the grate Beach and H1ckory trees. 
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Close to our house thar wa~ a long log house. ancl one log left out 
and glass set up one after another the length of the house. Just 
one long strip of glass and that was the on! y window in the 
house, and that was the Church and in that Church I met my 
fate. 

The Mormans held Church very Sunday and Father and 
Mother went the first Sunday after we got there. and tha scad 
thay had a good meetings and scad we ought to go. My Brother 
had ben several times and had got acqucnatcd with seve ral young 
men and was not so Ion omc as Sister and I. 

So I promised th a t J wold go \he next Sunday and I did. When 
we got thar. tha wa<; ~inging a nd it sounded pretty nice coming 
out of such a place. 1\nd we went in and then th ar was a old gray 
haired man prajcd. l l1cn th . r was a young Minista r got up to 
speak, and l looked at the Preacher and then I lo ked away. 1 
had a rite to loo k at the spcakrr but I thought r h ad never seen 
anyone lok so nice . He tal kt:ll rast. long and loud and I took it all 
to myself because he was talking to th e Gentiles and was I not a 
Gentile? 

After that it was no trubel to get me to go to Church. I went 
that night and after Church w, s out my preacher came around to 
shake hands with the Brotheran and ca me and shake to Brother, 
he had met him before. and Brother ga\'e him a interduction to 
me and he shook hands as all ;'1.1inestars d o. Aud after that it 
seemed to me a-; I had to· k a new lease of life for 1 I ved that 
man from the firs t time I sa,. him and it seeml·d as if he had don 
the same with my self. 

He cold the next clay. nrl wanted us all to ·a tend singing school 
to be held in the ·ame l m~ hut and we all sind our name to atend. 
Brother. Sister and I. a~d before that school was out I was his 
promesed \\if c. I took the ring of my 0ld lover from my finger and 
gave it to Sisler anll told her when he came to give it to him for I 
cared nothing for him. 1 c:tred not for the appel bees. the big 
trees. nothing. I had left behind. for I had found my Star that I 
worshapcd. And he placed on my finger a lo\·ely ring and I was 
the happiest girl in the country round. We was to he married in 
the spring and then start fot the grnte Salt Lake Valley. 

0 that was a hnppy wi1;tcr. We went t0 Church to singing 
School. to dance all the same house. The Mormans belcave in 
danceing. Old men and women. gray· haired. wold com and jump 
the craks for the tloor was just spolit logs with the tlat side up 
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fate. 

The Mormans held Church •ery Sunday and Father and 
Mother went the fir'it Sunday alter we got there. and tha scad 
thay had a good meetings and scaci we ught to go. My Brother 
had ben sl!veraltimes and had got acquenated with several y ung 
men and was not so Jon ome as Sister and I. 

So I promi~ed that I wold go he next Sunday and I did. When 
\':e got thar. tha wac; c;ing ·n > <tnd ir oundcd pretty nice coming 
out of such a place. And we \ICnt in and then thar wa~ a old gray 
haired man pra)ed. Then th ar was a young Ministar got up to 
speak, and I lool;cd :11 the Preacher and then I lo,lked away. I 
had a rit to look at the speaker but I thought I h:.d never seen 
anyone lok ~o nice . He tal kt:d fa\t. long and loud and I took it all 
to myself because he was tall.ing t th e Gentiles and wa I n t a 
Gentile? 

After that it was no trubcl to get me to go to Church. I went 
that night and after Church w:~s out my preacher came around to 
shake h:~nds with the Brothcmn :~nd came and shake to Br th er, 
he had met him before. and Brother gave him 3 interduction to 
me and he shook hand as all :'1.1inc tars do. And aftl'r that it 
scrmrd to me ac; I had to k a new lease of life for I loved that 
man from the lir!>t time I !>a\' him and it ecml'O ;ts if he had don 
the same with my :.ell. 

He cold the nc'-1 day :~nd wanted us all to ·a tend singing chool 
to be h eld in the ame lol' hut and we all sind ur names to a tend. 
Brother. Sistc1 and I. a~d before that school w:ts out I was his 
promcsed \\ife. I took thr ring llfmy 0ld lover from my finger :tnd 
gave it to Sister and told her when he came to gi,·e it to him for I 
cared nothing for him. 1 can'd not for the appcl bee . the big 
trees. nothing. I had left behind. for I had found my Star that I 
worshapcd. And he placrd on my finger a lon:·ly ring and I was 
the happiest girl in the C\.lUHtr~ round. We was to be married in 
the spring and then st:tr lot the gra te Salt Lake Valley. 

0 that was a happy winter. We went t0 Church to singing 
School. to dance all the same hc.use. The Mormans beleave in 
danceing. Old men and women, gray-h:tired. wold com and jump 
the craks for the floor \ ·a just pol it logs with the flat side up 



66 NEBRASKA HISTORY 

swim, and a old fl:n boat that cold hold but two waggons at a 
time, so it took to [two] day for one compeny to cross. 

Well, at last our companey was acro~s and we began our 
jurney. We onley traveled milt the first day and then we had to 
!>lop and wate for Brother Bemon,ss so Percy toltl me. And he 
had to go bad.. and help him with his stock. Brother Benson was 
one of the big men in the hurch, one of the Twelve. 

I cold hardley bar to part with him for one day for he ~ed he 
wold get back at night. But that day and the next. till nerley fore 
o'clock, when he came in c:-~mp . He was on our lit tel ponr wich he 
had bought for me. So when I got tired of riding in the waggon. I 
cold get out and ride my pony. 

0 how delitcd I was to ee him. He had ben gone two hull days. 
I cald my pony Brigham and l had meny a jolly ride on him. 

We had to st<~y thar in camp for a week bcfor we cold start on. 
I never new why w·e had to stay tbar so long but I d id know th:~t 
ever night thar was strang horse and cattel brought in camp. I 
spoke of it to my husban and he jus laughed and sed that the 
Sants was to suck the milk or the Gentiles. I new l had read 
sumpthing like that in the B·bel and I thought no more about it 
till one night about a week nfter that. and just the night before 
we was to stnrt on. 

I saw out on tht> Peri r [prairie! old Mike and Polly. my 
Father's horses. l new my Father never sold his horses . 0 what 
was It do? I cold not let my poor old Fnther lu~e his only teem. I 
soon made up my miud . 

I sed nothing to Percy about it. He never new l had seen them. 
I did not know how (they) had got them but I did know (they) had 
not brought (bought) them. had stole them. 

I wnted till dark and when I had my work nil dun. l went 
around the core!!. We was camped in a round ring and (a) 
hundred waggons in a ring makes a big corell. I went to see a 
Friend of mine. She had ben sick. She wanted me to come and 
stay with her that night and that just suted me. 

I sed I would if Percy wold let me. So 1 went back to my 
waggon. He was in bed. We slcp in the waggon. 

''Whar have you ben. Dear?" he sed. 
I told him that Linnie wanted me to come and stay with her 

that night and l wold go if he didn't care. I crald in the waggon 
and gave him a good nile kiss and got my shall for the nights was 
coule, and also my pocket book. 



Two Colllt'mporury sk<"tcltcs ufrltt• Kanr•s•·ill<'. lowu . area (m>ll' Council Bh~t{'s ) . 
Tit<' artisc ~<·us Fn•tlt•rick Pit·r9'· 



68 NERRASKA HISTORY 

"I guess I will take Brig and let him eat som grass. I can watch 
him while I stay up."' 

The pony was tide to the waggon and I was afraid he wold miss 
him. So I went back to my Friends and slade till ten o'clock. 

I went up the bank whar I had left my pony and jumped on. 
"Now, Brigham, old boy. for a race back to camp and Percy." 
And I got back before anybody was up. I saw the gard as tha 

started to dri,·e up the cat tle but tha did not sec me. I left Brig 
put on the grass and went to my waggon and crept in bed. 

"0, how cold you arc."' he sed. 
"Yes, I went out and got the pony and brought him back so he 

wold not go of." 
"Did you tic him up?" 
"No. I left him on the gras . The gard is after the cat tel." 
0 how guilty I felt making so many excuses but Pa had got his 

horses by that tim e a nd that was my comfort. 
"Well. dear. y u lay ~t i ll and I will get up and start. I want no 

breakftrst so you wont have to get up." 
I was glad fore I was aile! tird . I went to sleep and new no more 

till the waggon comcnced to move. and then I woke but went to 
sleep agan and sleep till nerley noon . I got up and dressed and 
went to the front and ras~d tht' curtin. for he had made it as dark 
as he cold so I wold sleep. 

My Percy was walking by the leders. We had six yoke of cattel. 
When he saw I was up he callle back and got up in the waggon 
\\'ith me. I saw he lo ked truhled and I asked him if he was 
hungray and he sad he had eat brekfirst with his Father. so I !aft 
and talked. 

He cold not say an)1hing about the horses for he thought I had 
never saw them. so that saved me a grat imbarsmcnt. but when 
we was stop for dinner. I hurd a man say to Percy that them 
horses went back to the ri,·cr and the fary men sci them across. 

And that relived my mind. I knew tha thought the horses had 
got (usc and went back them eh·es. I wondered if Percy knew 
anything about them. but I dar not say anything about it. and it 
was not mention in my hearing agan. 

Well w~ had a long ple:~sent trip, long lines of covered waggons 
as far a your eye cold reach. You cold see Train after Train 
moving along and the larg hurds of Buflow along the Platt river 
for miles. The bottoms wold be black with them. 0 it wold be 
such fun to see hunters go out and git after them. Thar was six 
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hunters in ever trai n to ~uply th c companey with meet and the 
buflow meat was ol'rl nice. And the larg tribe of Indiea ns that 
came to our camp. I was so fritencd ut them . 

larg band~ of two or three hundred in a band. Tha was all 
naked but just a strap of buckskin around the wast and a bow 
and arow in tha hand -;. Tha had thar faces panted in all collars. 
Tha was on the war pa th hut one shot of a revolver "old make a 
hole tribe run. Tha was afmrl of a gu n. and the emigrants was 
\\CII armed. so thar was not much danger. 

\-\'he n we wold overtake another Train thar wold be a big 
dance. Tha wold form a grate big corcll. two hundred waggons 
\\uld make plenty r 10m fur a bic tier and two d~.ncing fluor!>. As 
soon as tha all drove in camp and got thar cat1el on the grass. the 
young men wold go to work and clean the sod of and wet it and 
pack t! • .! ground hard and rok in gr:.~ tlogs to make a fier. and by 
the time ~upper wa!> O\'Cr e\·ery thin g wold be rcddy for the dance. 
and nil ["hoi wanted to d. nee wold gather in the center of the 
core!! and the Prc:,idcnt of the Train wold come and open the 
dance with prnyer. and the n every boddy, old and young. wold 
dance till tha got tierd. · 

Thar was plenty of mu~ic of all kind~ that cold be carried in a 
waggon. And this happened every week. and \\ Chad such a good 
time that I hardkv had time to think nf home or friends. and 
Percy was ~o kind ;nd thoughtful of my comfort. I nt:ver danced 
bttl he wa~ rccly with m; ~hall to rap me in when I \\as through . 
llis littcl wife must n t git ~ick on the plains. so he wold say. 

I was not yust (us..:cll to ~uch care and it almnst exalted me to 
the Seventh Heaven. but alass how peplc: can take a fall. It is a 
gloryous thing that we can't sec in to the futllre.So If I cold of 
forsaw my life . I never wold live it to get aero s the plains . but 
happy me! I had no care then . My Percy was all to me. and I card 
for nothin else. ''hen he \\:liked. I walked. when he road . I road. 
Whar he was, I was. his pepcl was my pcpcl. I was like Routh of 
old and so the long jurncy ended. We was all summer on the 
plains. We crossed the Mo River on the la~t day of May and we 
got to Salt Lake Valky the second of Ocr. 1852. 



70 NEBHASKi\ HISTORY 

NOTES 

I. Benjamin G. Ferris, Utah anJ rlw Mormons (New York : llorpcr &. Br<,lhcro. 
18Sb), .)().), Sec ol>l> Nch Andc"<•n. Ut•>•·rr Suims: Thf' Mt.rm o>t Fron11u in Utah 
(Chicago & London : L' n i•cr~ity <>f Chicago Prl'S>. 19421. l.'l(). 

2. Jnseph Smith and Heman C. Smith. fii HOIJ' of rh<' Church <!f'hsus Chrisr r;f rhr 
Lull<·r Duy Suinrs, 1844·187} (l.amnnl. In" a : Church Boa rd of Publica tion . I'll fl. Ill. 
209. 

J. Leonard J. Arrin~tnn. Gt~.·m Rusin Kin~:dqm . An Enmomic· 1/htury of ll1 1' Luu~r 
Duy Suinrs. /810·1900 (l.i ncnln : Unll•cr\lty uf Nchr3\ka Press. l%bl. 79, list\ 2! "agon 
e<>mpanlc' and 8.000 pcopk Wallac,• Slq~ner. 1'h<• Gurlu·r"'g uj Zr•m · 71~<• Sro0 '·I rh <' 
Mvrmon Trull t:--ic" York : ~kGra" · lf ill. 1'<<>41. O'l. I"" 2.3 c•nnpanll"> arod IU,UJO 
pt'l•plc. Andrtv. Jcn \nn. " l lt'lh 1'11'/.ct:r Companit..·,:· The Utah G•th'U(rJJ<tCCtl ,,d 
1/utoricul Mugu=inr, 8 !January. 1'1171, 1-6. lt\l \ l2 " "ell nrgamtcd" comp3ntC>. " Joh n 
Crook's Journal," Uruh 1/wvrical Q~tana(l'. 6 <April. 19),11. J. li\ ls 20 Chmpanies. 
Merrill J. M;lltc"i. Tlu• Grt·ar l ' lutte Rh.•r Hoad (Lmcoln: cb ra'b St:ue li&>Htri~a l 

Society, 1%9), 123, lim 7,YXJ Saint> on the trail in 1852. 
4. Ferns. Utah. f(>J. J64. 
S. Frvnrit'r Gu(Jrdicw. Nm~mhcr 14, lkSI. I . 
6. Arringlun , il ..J H/1 Kin~dtmt . 7<.). 
7. Andcr\!>n, Do•SI'rt Su inrs. 711. 
8. Frrmti••r Guurdia11 llfHi /tm-u So 'llli11L'i. 18 Mar. 11152. 2. 
9. Dt>nal<l F. Dan~cr. "Snnle Snct.tl Bc~innin~:< tn Territnrial Nebraska" !Ph.D. 

di.scrtali t>n, University uf Nd>ra,ka , 1\155), 12. 
10. Chorle> H . Rabbill . £ur(1• Duys 111 Cuunc:illllul.f's IWa>hin!~'""· DC: Pre\> nf Dywn 

S. Adams. t'llt>l. 8.3. See abn Malle'\, 7'h ·· Grt•ur !'lull• R.fl'(r Ro><1d. 123. and Nathan P. 
Dr1dgc. "Early lrnmigralinn 'f t.ruu~h Council Dlull' ,"The Annuls c~,(lowu, A 1/urunc:al 
Q~tum·rly. 11:\ (J a nuary. 1932), 17.3. 

II. Andrr,nn lJ< •>t•n Sum~> . 7'1. 
12. M:lltcs, Th.- Grt'<lll'luu•· Ni• ·•·r R •.ad, 124. 
13. WJI~cr D. Wym •• n. "Coun<·i l Blult's and !he Wc>tw>rd M"HIIlC!l!," lo• ·aJuurnal 

ofllisrar;). 47 C,\pril 1'1-1'1), 10.3-108. 
14. Arrinbtnn . Busin Ki111:tlom 19. 
IS.Th t• Fruntiu G11urJ•un, Novemt>cr 14 . 1851, 2. Sec al>u S~e!!ncr, Zrun . 210. 
16. Ed"ard W. Tult.dgc, /'It,• 1/istory oJ Sulr LuA•· Cll) und lu 1-otmda; !Salt Lake 

Cily: Tull idgc, 1900). !II. 
17. "Cronk's J<>urnol ," SJ. See at"' Mullcs. Th,· Gro ·ar Plo~ll<' Rit•,·r HoaJ. 123. 
18. Oli•·e llarrict Terry. 11!51 11!52 unpubl"hcd m;utu>tript nt' her!""'""~· . ed t led by 

lrva Oalct .... in Anckr\(10, MMIU)l"11pl in po~\l'~\ion PI lrva ,\ndcr\tHI . Sec aho Anderson, 
D"•st•rt Suints, 45; ?vLtttC\, Tht · Gtt'tJt Plutlr' RlH.'t Rodd, 32. KJh: H. (a ncr. Tlu• 
Mormons: Tl~t·ir W,·sr"u"l Tr<"k <Salt L•~c Cuy: Lt.lh Pnnt;n!: C'n .. l'itJO). 'l: and Th,• 
Fro,lfh•r GuurJimr ancl / ow11 St'II(IIH'I, J\pril 15. 1852. 2.. 

l'l. "Crot,k 's J••urnal." 52-SJ. 
20. "The Dial')' Clf Thoma> Turnbull." PrQt.•·•·diiiJ!l of rlrr Srult· 1/i;taric:al Sud•·ry• of 

l1'iscunsi11 (Madisrm: State Hi\hli1C:.II 'r't·ictv Puhln.:atlnn~. 19141. 158. 
21. Dod!:C, "EMiy lrnnugrallon," ll>h· lui'. 
22 . "Cronk's Journal." ~3 . 

23. Th, Fruntit•r Gu11rdiu11 a11d /ull'u Smtiud, 20 MJ\' 1!152. 2. 
24. Rnhcrt W. Richmond. " Dcvrlopn>ents Alnnl! ihc O•crl.llld Trail frnm the 

Mis~ouri Ri•·er to l'nn Laramie," N••bru;lr:u NiJton· . . U !De cmt>cr. 19-21. 2.37. s,oe abo 
Roher< S. [llisnn, Fort Britlf!t'r, Wrom<ll;! . A Bri,•J .Il/Jiuf") (Ca.pcr, Wyomin)!. Hhtl'rical 
landmnrk Commission of \Vynming. I QJI l, 0. 

25. Malle~. Hit•t•r RO<Jtl, 124-1 2b. Sec also Margaret Long. Tlr,• On'g<m Trail (Denver: 
W, II. Khllcr Stati<>nery Co .. l'l$4), 75. 

26. Terry, MS of Journey. 



MOl MON BRIDr: 71 

27 Richmond. "O•crbnd Trail." 24 1. 
28. Tilt• Fr.,lttit•r Guartliun am/ loh'U Sl'luitll'l, Mav b. l!!-2, 2. Sec ol,o Hlchrnnnd, 

"Overland Tr.1 il." 211 -244. -
2Q. "Q,,·rland rn rhc Guld I icld> of alifnrni:. in I :-~: 1 he Journal nf John Hawk in> 

Clar~ ... Katbus lli>loriwl Quurtl'rly. II 1,\ugu,t, l 'l42J. 142-24.3 . 
.JO. Stegner. Zion. 209. Sec"'"' U.tbbut, Cuuncrl Bluj/J. ~7. 
JJ. "Tiuuna' Turnbull," 1&6 . 
.32. I bid. 
J3. "O>crland ICt tire Gold Fields." 24Q·2:-D . 
.34. The Frvnlit •r Guunlic111 and luh'U J,·,Hinl'f. Jucu IX. IMS2. 2 . 
.35. " Mcmni" of Mice l'~ r~<r horn," £1wh 1/m•,ri,·u/ Quurrt'r(>. 10 (O,t >bcr. 1942). 

56: Tlw Frontit •r <.iuurcliun and h ; h 'U S,·t•twd. June II, I ~52. 2 
Jb. \\'1 lli.am Ch,\fnO. TJu• Lclll t'r Du.\ Sum; l:."nua:runt'J Guidl· (St. Lt)uis. : Cham ben. & 

Knapl' 1!1·1 t. 1~· "O•crland t>• rh•· Gt>ld Freid,." 2·6 
J7. T:..)lnr, "/Vhtrmon C1< 1~ m~." Jl9 . 
.18. Mark,, 1'111· Gn·ut !-'lull< Rm·r R< .atl. l'll:i . 
39. "O>nland tn tire Gnltl f rdth." 242. 
40. / hit/. 
4 1. Ta) lnr. "Mt>mwn Crn"irtg," 32'1-3.31. 
42 . 11 <,'-'a td R. Drigg\. A1ormon 7ruil (N~:w York ; AnH:rican Pwnccr Tr:til\ Ass<X."i· 

ali•"' · 1'1471. J 5. 
4.3 . J . W .• unni>on. 7'11<' ,\fiJrfllons ll'hibdclpluu: J. B. Lrppinc<ot! .1.1 Cu .. IH51>l, 1.14 . 
44. Tnr). MS nf Jnurn,·y. 
45. C'lrt<'r. Tlr~ Murmons. 10· 11 . Sec al>n "OH·rland tn th e Gnld Frclds," 26~·21>9. 
41>. " O,erland tn the Gnld rkl<h," 2 2. Sec al,n And~r.nn. IJ,·,.·n Sumts. 95 and 

Phillitl A.M . ·1 JYh'r. "The ~t .. rrn<>rt Cm<"rtg of rhe United . tares. 11>40· 1870," L'wh 
lli>turicul Quuna~r- 25 !O,·tuhn. 11157). J .U-.135. 

47. Hu..,c;a Stout. Ou tllt• J\fl,,,ru, Frunttt•r: Th,· Dwry t~f 1/(JSt'U Swur. 11\·14·1861. ":d . 
lt., Ju ani1<1 8nhllo...., (SJh Lakt..' Cit\': Uni,cr~lt't' nf'Uto-~h Prc~s. 19tH). 44 5. Set· llso Qr..,nn F. 
\ \ hillk'). 1/utory o_t Ur11h (SJit ·l.akc rt)· Gcor~· Q. C'annnn ,\ :.nrt>. lb~~~- 4 ' 11·4 J . 

4K h·thlHl . "Pinru.'cr Cnm1Mnin." J 4 
49. H.Jbhitt. Cu/li:,·JI BluJI,,·, !-':' M'-l. \c.: t• .:! h r' L"'1g, Qr, •;;:rm Trail. 15 . 
.50. (lhtlk' 0J"~or1, Pfluh't'r Tuf,·soflltt·On·~:,ull 1rur/IT pd .. J: (rane~o.\: Cn .. 1912). 

M . 
51. Tt..·rry. MS of Jnurru.:y. 
52. Ol!H· H.tnict Oltn \\,h twrn 111 Pl.'nll ~) h• u rua in 1833. 
5 . l'.u,hall lf><·r.·y) ,\d:om T,·rry. IV. 
S.l. Olive Harrr,·t Ottn Tnrf> f:llh<·r -i n-l:rw . 
55. F tra T. lkmPn. 
SO. P\.·n:y m~trrkd a \cc,,nd timl· bt.·font the "agnn tr.ll n rt:~•dll'd l l.th and a third llml· 

h.1tt. .. ·r nn. In I ~4 Olin: kti Per-.:~· and n.·rurn\,·d "' th.:r p.lr~o.'IH\ 111 I•'""'J \qth llt..'r thn•"• 
childr~o.•rt : P .• r..)h,tll ,\ dam V.: J. 0 . (a llt 'l~ 1: anti Oli~oc Fugl.'ul..t . Om· child . .1 btl)'. h:ul died 
OJ\ birth. Olhc Tt.·rry died on N,wcmbcr ItL l lJ04, ~tt 'A' hi.!t:h:r'~ GrPvc. Puttawatamic 
Cnunt~ . hl\\a , 


	Bx8608_Ala_no1436_53
	Bx8608_Ala_no1436_54 - Copy
	Bx8608_Ala_no1436_54
	Bx8608_Ala_no1436_56 - Copy
	Bx8608_Ala_no1436_56
	Bx8608_Ala_no1436_58 - Copy
	Bx8608_Ala_no1436_58
	Bx8608_Ala_no1436_60 - Copy
	Bx8608_Ala_no1436_60
	Bx8608_Ala_no1436_62 - Copy
	Bx8608_Ala_no1436_62
	Bx8608_Ala_no1436_64 - Copy
	Bx8608_Ala_no1436_64
	Bx8608_Ala_no1436_66 - Copy
	Bx8608_Ala_no1436_66
	Bx8608_Ala_no1436_68 - Copy
	Bx8608_Ala_no1436_68
	Bx8608_Ala_no1436_70 - Copy
	Bx8608_Ala_no1436_70

