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APPRECIATION 

Most of the photographs in this book were taken by 
Bishop W. Claudell Johnson. At the time of the trek 
he was affiliated with the Hal Rumel Studio in Salt 
Lake City. Nearly all pictures not otherwise identified 
as to the photographer were taken by Bishop Johnson. 
We express our gratitude to him for his excellent work. 

The name of Richard Dykes. president of the North 
Omaha L.D.S. branch. was inadvertently left out of the 
narrative in the part dealing with Omaha. President 
Dykes rendered invaluable service to the trek by 
making all advance arrangement·s for the overnight 
stop at Omaha. We appreciate President Dykes' faith
ful service. 
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Preface 

The idea of this book was conceived in the minds of many trek
kers during the last few days of the trek. when the full significance of 
che reenactment became so impre.:>sive. 

Next thought was, who will do it? Everyone was employed at 
a full-time job, and nearly everyone was busy on the side with church 
and civic responsibilities. 

The book's budget would not allow the hiring of a staff to handle 
all phases of the publication. so the next best thing was to find a man 
who was acquainted with the planning and publishing of a yearbook. 
The central trek committee turned to D. James Cannon to get that 
experience. Co-owner and manager of a weekly newspaper and print
ing busine·ss, his days-----and nights-----are filled with business responsi
bilities. As far as hi·:> "after hours" activities are concerned, he is 
married and had two children when he started organizing the book in 
September, 1947. A third child arrived right at the crucial moment in 
the book's publication schedule ... the press deadline. In addition 
to his family duties, the editor teaches a morning seminary class, acts 
3S second vice-president of the Sons of Utah Pioneers. and is a direc
tor of the Sugar House Chamber of Commerce. 

The book was prepared during the hours remaining. 
Limitations imposed by the budget and the time element. phu 

late reporting by some of the trekkers. prevented completion of pub
lication in 194 7. 

One of his be·.:>t qualifications. he avers. is that he has a wife
Elaine A. Cannon-----who knows a bit about publication work herself. 
Former society editor of The Deseret News. Mr.:>. Cannon gave able 
assistance to the book's preparation. 

It is hoped that the same spirit of charity and amicability which 
was so prevalent throughout the trek will be carried into the reading 
of this book. Bro. Cannon has. of course. tried to be a:> accurate as 
possible, but errors are no doubt ,present. He has tried to include 
everyone who had anything to do with the trek. but there will surely 
be a few who are not mentioned or ~iven proper credit where credit 
is due. To those who are unintentionally overlooked. sincere apologies 
are extended. 

The narrative is written with an eye toward getting as typical 
a cross-section of trek experiences as possible. It could have been 
done in diary form. but the editor felt that the story should reflect 
the outstanding experiences of all the trekkers. not of just a few. 

PARLEY P. GILES. 
Member of Publications Committee. 
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FOREWORD 
{':; P: 

An exodus that has been acclaimed one of the greatest in all history 
moved <1cross America· s broad plains and into its Rocky Mountains 
durin~ 1847-69. 

It \\·as the migration of a persecution-plagued people known to the 
\\·orld as the Mormons. Their original company, led by President 
Bri~ham Young. rolled into the sagebrush of the valley of the Great 
Salt Lake in the summer of 1847. There in the wilderness they began 
building a mighty empire. Their purpose in coming was to find a 
place -vvhere they could worship God unmolested. 

The original company was followed by some 80,000 other Saints. 
Some spanned the plains with ox teams. Others on horseback. About 
3.000 of them pushed and pulled handcarts. Many walked. often 
with b<1bes in arms. Some 6.000 of them died on the way. 

In tribute to these noble pioneers. a group of their descendants 
re:raced their forebears' steps in 1947 ~the centennial year of the 
<nriv~l of the first company in Salt Lake Valley. The centenary group. 
m<1king the journey in eight day.:.>. be1=1an at Nauvoo, Illinois. last tem
ple city of the Saints before establishing their home in the western 
mountains. They arrived in Salt Lake Valley on July 22---one hun
dred years to the day after the van1=1uard of the original company 
entered the vallev. 

The 194 7 trek,kers endeavored to make their journey as much a 
replica of that of the original pioneers as pos3ible. Their personnel 
111cludcd 143 men. three women. and two boys~the ·same as that of 
rhc 1 B4 7 1=1roup. Both groups were orqanized in companies of hun
·,l:Tds. fifties and tens; both had a ni\=jht guard. a chorus. a nightly 
encirclement of vehicles. and menus including meat from the deer. 
the antelope and the buffalo. The 1847 caravan included 72 wagons. 
most of them bonneted with "white tops" and pulled by oxen or 
horses. The 1 94 7 caravan consi3ted of 72 automobiles, all (except 
two "scout" cars) adorned with simulated covered wagons and 
plvwood oxen. 

There were many other similarities between the two companies. 
Careful day-by-day journals were kept by the 184 7 pioneers. The 

centennial counterparts likewise made their recordings~with one 
~Feat advanta\=je. the camera. 

This book represents a composite of diaries, pictures and other 
cbta gathered and prepared by the 1947 trekkers. Every one of 
the trekkers has contributed to the contents of this volume. The book 
Ius been written. ors:~anized and edited by one of the officers of the 
centennial company. D. James Cannon. 

This volume. like the commemorative pilgrimage itself. has been 
financed entirely by the trekkers themselves. functioning under the 
sponsorship of the Sons of Utah Pioneers. 

In pictures and words, the pa\=jeS that follow tell the story of a 
retracing of history by those who believe that to remember the worthy 
past helps assure a notable future. 

WENDELL J. ASHTON. 
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AN IDEA IS BORN AND A DREAM BECOMES A REALITY 

. U .P. E xecutive Board held long se sion s. 
tanding: ]ohn \V. Baud, judge advocate; Ray 

L. AI ion, /inancG cornmill ee; Fred E. H. C ur
lis, chaplain; Richard H. \Voo//on, lreas urer; 
Parley P. Giles, l1islorian ; Harold H. Jenson , 
immediat e pa I presidenl. ealed : VVillard R. 
S mith , 2nd vice president ; \Vendel/]. A sl1ton, 
pre. idcnl; Vlilliam E. elson , 1 I uirc prC' si 
denl : 0 . /nmc: r'onnmi, secrc lmy. 



C E N T E N N I A L C A I< A VA N 

It all began during the administration of Nephi L. Morris as 
president of the Sons of Utah Pioneers in 1936-37. He first sug
gested a reenactment of the original trek. Brother Morris' plan \Vas 
to duplicate the 1847 caravan in exact detail. even including the use 
of live oxen and real covered wagons. Brother Morris had the orig
inal "revelation." and it \Vas he who fired the idea in the mind.:; of 
others. 

When the Centennial Commission was set up with President 
David 0. McKay as its head. the idea was given further thought. 
It is generally understood that some kind of a trek was actually on the 
agenda for 1947. However. the war came along and changed all that. 
Even the idea of a centennial celebration was given up during tht? 
war years. No one knew whether the conflict would end soon enough 
to take up the planning of the commemoration events. 

War ended abruptly in August. 1945. thu3 giving time for pro
jection of the centennial observance. But it had smothered the 
idea of a trek. And no one picked up the torch after it had been 
dropped. 

For this reason. most men acquainted with the story give R. H. 
Wootton. former president and long-time officer of the Sons of Utah 
Pioneers. credit for conceiving the idea of a 194 7 reenactment. It 
was Brother Wootton's plan to use automobiles '.\.•ith covered wagon 
tops, however. instead of real wagons and oxen. He and Harold H. 
Jenson. the'1 president of the Sons of Utah Pioneec; ( 1945-46). dis
cussed the plan in some detail in the Spring of 1946. From this dis
cussion, which accomplished a "polishing up" of the rough outline: 
of an idea. the trek quickly began to take shape and substance. 

Harold H. Jenson. first publicly announced the plan to an or
ganization meeting of the Sugar House chapter of the S.U.P. The 
newspa,pers carried a 3tory of his announcement at that time. 

From the first and second "revelations." numerous others fol
lowed. If it had not been so. the trek would never have been <1 

success. Many other ingenious men added improvements. modifica
tions, suggestions on detail. and most of all. hard work to bring the 
trek plan into final form. 

Next great stride forward came \vhen Wendell T. Ashton wa'; 
elected president of the Sons of Utah Pioneers. July 15. 1946. Too 
much cannot be said of Brother Ashton's enthusiasm and perseverance 
in leading the Sons through a year of intensive preparation. and then 
successfully carrying out the actual reenactment. 

It was Wendell J. Ashton who called the S. U. P. executive 
board together every other week beginning in August. 1946. at 
the Zion's Savings Bank's Board room on the second floor of the 
Templeton Building to perfect the great project. In addition. the 
board conducted a full year's program of activities. sue h as "Know 
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Y pur Utah .. week. a chapter projects contest. marking of historical 
places. beard-growing con te.:;t and organization of new chapters. 

It was Brother Ashton's intention to attain success through 
drawing upon the talents of committee heads. This he did admirably. 
Becau.:;e of the methods used. it can be truthfully said that every 
person with whom trek plans were discussed contributed substantially 
to the design. 

Willard R. Smith. for example. was given the difficult task of 
designing the covered wagon tops. His problems at first seemed 
almost insurmountable. How can a covered wagon top be fixed to 
a car without ·.:;orne major changes on the car itself? What is to be 
used to give authentic shaping to the canvas tops? Can the wagon 
top be made secure enough to withstand wind and rain. and 1500 
miles of rough travel? And where can the materials be obtained? 
Should lumber be shipped to Nauvoo for assembling. or can it be 
bought there? What will be needed in the way of bolts. nuts, paint. 
tools? All these questions and a multitude of others confronted 
Brother Smith as he embarked on his assignment. 

He solved them one by one. mostly by actual experiment after 
careful paper planning. Willard R. Smith not only did his job. he 
developed an additional idea which became an integral part of the 
adornment.i.e .. the plywood oxen on the front fenders. 

To 1st Vice-President William E. Nelson went the task:; of 
camping and food. Here was another job which easily could make 
or break the centennial caravan. "An Army travels on its stomach.'' 
and so would the 1947 pioneers. Brother Nelson quickly gathered 
around him several key men to whom he qave responsibility. With 
the board':; approval he chose J. W. R. "Bill" Robinson as trek chef. 
The two planned the daily diet which had to satisfy two require 
ments: ( 1) be appetizing. ( 2) be inexpensive. Joseph S. Bennion, an 
ex9erienced merchant. was made commissary manager. Ralph G. 
Smith, a veteran scouter. became sanitation engineer and captain of 
the guard. Brother Nelson asked Elias L. Day. state senator. lawyer. 
and fish and game official. to arrange for game meat. In the case of 
the almost-extinct buffalo. that wa·.:; a big order. 

Many have said. "The most important part of the trek was the 
people who participated." The man who had more to do with choos
ing the participants than anyone else is John W. Boud, 1946-47 judge 
advocate of the S. U. P. and Sugar House attorney. As former Navy 
Chaplain. Brother Boud understands his fellow beings as few men do. 
Chairman of the personnel committee was the ideal job for him. He 
carried out directions of the executive board on the payment of $25 
as an initial fee and later he collected the remaining $75. He kept 
in constant touch with the chapter presidents as they went through the 
travail of choosing trekkers from among the numerous applicants. 
Bro. Boud had established a quota for each chapter based on its 
total paid-up membership. After the members were accepted. Bro. 
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Boud then corresponded with them. sent them circulars. and answered 
their numerous questions. He abo was worried with last minute re
placements. 

It was an unusual man who would hearken to the trek call. 

First of all. the man who took the trouble to apply for the trek 
had to have vision. Without it. he couldn't have understood the 
grand purpose of the reenactment. He had to have a love of heritage. 
a res.;->ect for those who had given so much so that others would be 
hap.;->ier. He had to have a love of adventure. To a great extent. this 
r:.1an had to have a mind untrammeled by the burden of a humdrum 
existence, a mind that was free to travel and learn and see new 
frontiers. After all these requirements were met. the man had to 
have $100. with extra for pioneer clothes and traveling expen3es. He 
had to be a generous nature~even if he did have the money~to 
know that it would be used effectively. Most important qualification 
was the will-to-do. the self-motivation required to surmount ob
stacles and make the trek in spite of them. For these men were active 
in the~r occupatio:a:o. in their church. in family life. and in the com
munity. Just "uetting avvay" for two ·weeks was a problem. Espe
c:a!ly since the trekker couldn't take his wife and family. 

Tohn W. Boud thanked the Lord that there were people in the 
world who met these requirements. It made his job easier. 

Wendell Ashton. in addition to having everyone else's job on 
his shoulders in the s?nse that final details had to be cleared through 
him. was placed in charge of the proqrams. He spent long hours with 
Geors:re C. Lloyd. music director, Francis L. Urry. drama director 
and Harry N. Poll. in charge of properties and technical equipment. 

Bro. Lloyd called together and rehearsed the male chorus: Aldon 
Jr. Anderson. L. Burt Bigler. Wallace L. Johnson. George L. Wood
bury. La Verre V. Adams. S. Richard Keddinqton, Fred E. Curtis 
and Al·vin Keddington. He worked with the flutist. Horace P. Bees
ley. the accompanist. Alfred M. Durham. the violinist. Golden Webb. 
and the buglers. Lionel Maw. Joseph H. Jeppson and lay Lyman. 
The vocalists, Dorothy Kimball Keddington and Nora Player Rich
ardson, and the mixed quartet composed of these two and Georqe 
Woodbury and Alvin Keddington, were also part of George Lloyd's 
musical programs. 

Francis L. Urry named Don B. Alder as assistant drama director. 
and then attacked the problems of scripts. trained dramatic personnel. 
staging. rehearsals. and numerous additional problems that the aver
age dramatic director does not meet. Excellent script·s were written 
by L. Clair Likes. Luacine C. Fox and Bro. Urry. Joseph H. Williams. 
well-known as an actor and expert property man. was put in charge 
of scenery and properties. Adrian Cannon, as stage manager. and 
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' Niue . o/ u•otdd-lJ(' lrekkC'rs . if tl1is on e out u•l1ile somr o/ lh r lm!llnen struggle u•ilh th e intri

cacies o/ a-sembling tlw sample wagon lop at a " dress rehearsed" lw lrl in G eorge Washinalon 
Purk up Porley'_ Can yon neor , (I/( Lakr City in ]ww, l<.JI7 
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Nora P. Richardson. Ruth C. Shields and Dorothy K. Keddington as 
a costumes committee. rounded out Bro. Urry's dramatic organization. 

Route of the trek and daily schedules were worked out through 
the expert advice of John D. Giles. who had traver3ed the Mormon 
trail many times. From his suggestions an itinerary was drawn up 
and printed for sending to prospective trekkers. newspapers and 
other in teres ted persons. 

John D.'s ·3on. Parley P. Giles. S. U. P. historian. did extensive 
re:.;carch work on pioneer clothes in order that the trekkers could 
make their costuming authentic. Bro. Giles prepared a printed circular 
containing suggestions for pioneer dress. The circular also carried 
drawings of some actual samples of 184 7 clothing. 

Mementos proved to be a momentous job. The task of notify
ing all S. U. P. chapters and making arrangements for the prepara
tion of historical souvenirs to be given to officials along the route 
wa3 given to Aldon Jr. Anderson. It w2s he who gathered up replicas 
of the Mormon river raft. the odometers. the copper serving trays. 
the Indian gloves. the Mormon battalion bookends. the ox yokes. 
the model covered wagons. 

Stanford P. Darger headed a committee entitled "selections." 
according to the trek souvenir program. No one except the board 
wembers and Bro. Darger knows what a difficult job "selections" 
was. It had been easy to select two of the three women to make the 
trek. The Daughters of Utah Pioneers, at the invitation of Wendell 
J. Ashton, named l\1r.:>. Acel Richardson as their representative. Doro
thy Kimball Keddington was next chosen because of several obvious 
qualifications: ( 1) talent for entertainment; ( 2) her great-grandfather. 
Heber C. Kimball. was Brigham Young's right hand man; ( 3) her 
husband. S. Richard. was excellently qualified in talent and back
ground to make the trek. But the third woman? ... There was a 
problem. Bro. Darger was asked to find a third woman. but to do it 
under cover. There was to be no publicity given to his search. The 
S.U.P. didn't want this to be another "queen contest." There were 
too many pitfalls if allowed to turn into a contest. Bro. Darger 
put in many weeks screening prospective representatives. Before 
final selection was made. however. his business firm moved him to 
Denver. The responsibility then fell on the loaded shoulders of 
Brothers Ashton and Boud. A tip led them to the F. Alburn Shields' 
home. and there they found the ideal couple for the trek. Ruth Fox 
Clawson Shield3 became the much-sought-after third woman. and 
her husband was called to join the trek dramatic troupe. 

Another personnel assignment was in the search for the two boys 
on the trek. They were to be, the executive board decided. the two 
outstanding boy scouts in the state. Fred E. Curtis. who knows the 
ins and outs of scouting. and who was chaplain of the S.U.P .. \vas 
asked to find the two boys. Again. it required several months before 
final ·selection was made. The two choices were Lionel Maw. son 



CENTENNIAL CARAVAN 

of Mr. and l\1rs. Abraharn Maw of Ogden. and Joseph H. Jeppson. 
son of Mr. zmd M~·s. Joseph G. Jeppson of Salt Lake. The fathers 
:1ccompanied theii sons on the trek. 

Flight of a jet plane from Omaha to Salt Lake was planned as 
:1 striking comparison in a century's advances in travel. T. R. John3on 
n[ Ogden made in'tial arral1gements with Col. Ray G. Harris of Hill 
.Field for an An~1y plane <Jnd pilot to be us2d. Richard H. Wootton. 
S. U.P. treastE·er. con1pleted the plans after the trekkers. including T. 
R. Johnson. had gone ea.::t to buid their wagons. It was Bro. Wo:)tton 
who greeted Lt. John Rawson as he alighted from his t\.vo hour trip 
from Omaha. 

The job of working with the city officials. the Centennial Com
n;~>sion. and the Sugar Hou.:;e Chamber of Commerce on the Salt 
Lake \·alley greeting to the caravan was given to Donald B. Ald~r to 
u<Jke i11itial plans. Bro. Alder appointed Edwin H. Lauber to take 
o\·er the as:;ignE1e:1t as soon as dramatic rehearsals started in June. 
194 7. Brother Lauber prepatcd the qreeting in qreat detail. for he 
ki1ew that it would b~ th~ climax of the trek. Robert H. Barnes and 
Salt Lake Theatre rep~·ese'1tatives aided Bro. Lauber in making plans 
for the welcoming. 

The all-importa11t task of advance arrangements. which required 
:1 tri!J to Nauvoo and return. was given to D. James Cannon. S.U.P. 
secretary. Bro. Cc>T.1on left Salt Lake May 3. after he had notified 
the c;ties and tc:)\vns that he was coming. At each proposed over
nil(ht en:::ampment spot. Bro. Cannon met with chamber of commerce 
officials. mayors. L. D. S. Church representatives. and newspaper 
people. He was asked to set up an arranqements committee in each 
town to carry out the details required by the big caravan. The com
Dittee's job would be to handle campsite arrangements. construct two 
stages for the program. hac;e in readiness a large auditorium in 
'':hich to hold the program in case of bad weather. arrange for police 
c~;cort. obtaL1 fuel for fireJ. \Vater for drinking and cooking. and 
miscellaneous food items. 

Bro. Cannon returned from his two week's trip impressed with 
the friendliness and cooperation exhibited all along the line. 



Numbrra .. .. .. 
THE 143 MEN, 3 WOMEN, 2 YOUTHS WHO WERE 'TREKKERS" 

. . . John V/. Boud, personnel chairr 

opplicalion . 
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THESE ARE THE TREKKERS ... The following pages proudly display the pic
tures and biographies of the 143 men, 3 women and 2 scouts who made the memor
able trek in 1947 in tribute to their forbears who endured such hardship and sacrifices 
in the original trek 1 00 years ago. 

Trekkers were all members of Sons of Utah Pioneers organization, having had 
forbears who made the trip across the plains to the Great Salt Lake valley before 
1869, the advent of the railroad. Each paid a $100 fee plus gas, oil and costume 
expenses. Every trekker had the worry of preparing a costume in keeping with the 
times and spirit. He must gather together his pioneer relics to be taken along. He 
must acquire certain traveling equipment specified by leaders. 

Yes, each trekker planned for the trip and worked for the trip in some way 
or other far in advance of July 14 when we first struck out from Nauvoo. And 
there y;cre cho:es to be done along the way by every man, too. The $100 fee 
didn't entitle him to a vacation without work. Each did his part willingly and 
happily and thus contributed to the success of the venture. W e pay tribute to our 
NUMBERS. 

Special (}ue5 ls 

~' PI-.:NCI~R \\' . Kl ll)ALL ... our beloved 
in\'iled gue l ancl off ic ial ( 'hurch represenla 
live on the trek ,vh o won the undying devo
l ion of lre kk er for being one wilh u in work 
and play. C ons lantl y in pi ring and ce rla inl y 
never lirin g. th ouuh he spo k a l every "pause" 
along the wav. Born March 2 . 1895, in a ll 
Lake. bul moved lo rizona wilh the fam ilv 
a l three years. l-ived there for 45 years , a ll 
the while holdin:.! var iou re ponsible posilion s 
in lh e Church and comm unity. ailed to the 
Co un cil of the Twe lve in July . 1943. . 

C MILL EYRl C KltvlB LL ... graciou 
wife oF Elder Kimball who wa born and reared 
in LD colonies in Mexico until c ivil war 
[ orced them lo fl ee. Qu iel sen of hum or ... 
keen mind. ltended .., C. BYU and l 
of California. Mel Brother Kimball while 
leaching al ila Academy in Arizona. They've 
been married 30 year and have four children. 
The olde t bo i Ludying al OxFord t ni 
\'Cr ily in England a a H.h ode scholar. The 
Kimball h ome is al 202 La ird Drive in Salt 
l_akc and Mrs. Kimba ll is a member of Yal-e
cresl DUP. 

9 
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VERRE D M .. love the p 
o much h belongs to two group ___, alt Lake-

River id hapter and Lhe . L. Luncheon 

Club. Vo ation i accounting. vocation is his 

family and home. Married tv the former ancy 

May Ferrin and they have one child. Claims 

pion.e r heritage on both side . 1 41 years of 

age and has been. in Riversid slake pre iden 

for seven year . 

DONALD BE 0 ALD R ... thespian 
of no little fame ... portrayed Brigham Young 
in. trek dramatic incident . fter office hour 
as a salesman and business manager he work 
wonders as pre ident of alt Lake Theatre, Inc. 
C laims the early apostle Ezra Taft Ben on as 
hi s great-grandfather. vVife i Elsie Loveland 
Alder and their children nurnber three. lla 
spent a good part of his 37 years in dramati c 
work. 

IU\ Y L. L "TO ' ... long-lim e Red C'ros ' 
field director and soc ial e rvi e work er. l\1sl 
prcsidenl of Utah Lalc Conference of ocinl 
\Vork. \Vorked with Lhe entral commillce of 
. UP in p lanning th e Lrek. lnspiringly spo ke 
al Mt. Pisgah of vVilliam Claylon a nd Lh e 
writing of " orne, Come, Y ainl ." Born 
September 22. 1 95. in ugarh ouse . Craduale 
of U C. Married Lh Former Pearl outh 
vvick oF Lehi and they are the parent of four 
children. 

LDo' JR. ANDER ON . . . 30-year-old 
alt Lake lawyer memorable for hi · movin g 

speech at FL. Laramie and for his wavy blonde 
hair. President of the Ensign-Emigration cha1 -
Ler of UP and active member of Millenial 
1ale chorus in . L. He and his wife , th e 

former Virginia \ \/ eilenmann, are the parenl 
of two young on.s. Born .January .S , 1917, in 

alt Lake . where he attended college for hi 
Ll,B degree. Filled a mis ion to Great Britain. 
Chairman oF 1st Trekker's reunion h eld Oct ber 
3, '1947. 

10 
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DESMOND L. . \NDE R 0 ... greaL
grand on of \Villiam Dorris H endrocks, wh o 
was Lhe youngest member of the Mormon 
Battalion. Cach e vallev man who was vale
dictorian of hi graduating class a well as a 
three-year le tterman in high ch ool. Born May 
23. 1923. erved in the army of \ Vorld \ Var ll 
and th en returned to take th e U A campus 
by slorm . finally becoming tudent Body Presi
d ent in 1947. 

\\'ENDELL J. HTO J ... Trekker ' Brig-
ha m Youn g. mon g olh er Lhings of impar-
lance th a t h e ha accomplished thi 34-year
old ball of fir - ha penned two book and 
rece nll y was nam ed Managing ditor of th e 
D e e re l News. 'Tis rumored hi h obby i h om
il cli c and . according to \Vebster, a h omily is 
"a led ious e ·h orla tion on orne moral point. " 
~ o fa r there a re no liLLie on oF Utah Pioneers 
in hi s h ouseh old , but h e and wife Marian (R y
nold ) ha e three daughters. His falher wa 
~1. 0. hlon of pre idin g bi hopri . 

J/\M I ~~ ' F. B/\CO T .•• h a il from l~ oosc
vcll , Ulah . and is proud of Lhe fact Lhat hi s 
fir t job as a 16-year-old was carrying Lhe U. . 
mail h orseback 56 mile , making two trips a 
week for two summers. ranch er and h eep
herder from way back, h e ha found time Lo 
be a public servant in many capacities. Owns 
a nd operate a ranch with hi brother in Roo e
velt. 

GEORGE D. B Ll ... born in 187 in 

[_:lyd P a rk. tah , and ha spent 44 of his 69 

years a a fa rm er. specializing in dairyin g and 

sugar be ts. H e and hi wife . Julia \\ ebber 

Balls. live in Daylon . Idah o, and a re parent of 

fiv e children. Boa Ls of pioneer ance try on 

both ides. 
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• I _,EO BA JKH E D .. . grea l-g randfath~ r , was 

one of the fir l selller of ach e V alle , where 

L o wa born a nd h as lived in ce. Opera te a 

da iry a nd poultry fa rrn and , in cidentally . i

bclov d bish op of hi wa rd. T ook H a rri e l T ay

lor as hi s ·wife in 1927 and lh ev now h a v'c 

three boys and l\vo girl . Birth ·ta li li e 

September 20. l 90 , von , tah . 

llORAC E P. BEE LEY . . . ·' Fluted " hi vvay 
ac ross th e pla in s and inlo th e h earl of Trek
kers. C om es b y his rare musical ability h on
estly , be in g a grandson of bo th E benezer Be s
ley, early T abernacle ch oir leader, a nd Orso n 
Pra ll , 1 t pioneer lo enler th e valley. Own s 
hi s own busine as F ord d ealer in 1 ounliful. 
a nd in hi pa re lim e is fluti st with U tah La le 
Symph ony and a member oF oulh D a vi s Lake 
Presidency . H obby i a via ti on. Born f ebru a ry 
11 . 19J.3 , and ma rri ed M a ry Brazier foll owin g 
hi s G erm a n mi sion. They h a ve fiv e children . 

.JOSEPll S. BI~N ION . .. un un g h ero of 
Lrek. wh o perform ed conlinu.ou K. P. duly 
with out a murmur. ixly y a r old and know 
th e sec rel of livin g Lh e full life. H e' a p a lri 
urch . a r orm er leg isla tor a nd bish op , bul h a 
alway ta ken lim e ut for hi b obbie of hunt
in g. ' [ orl a nd traveling. M ember of the a lL 
La ke Lun ch eon C lub a nd i a merch ant b 
occ upati on . I las h ad even children. Hi s wife 
i lzc U:a N orth Benni on. 

GEORGE R . BlE INGER . . . a lt Lake 
building contractor wh o m a rri ed th e r orm er 
ALtdr y H a rdy. Tb ey h a \'e two hildren a nd a 
common interes t in ba ke lball, lenni and 
radi o. On th e lrek I. e look along a n old iro n 
kettle u sed by hi s p ion er a ncc lor a th ey 
crossed the pla ins. Only 29 year old bul till 
a member of board of d irec tors of U tah H orn e 
Builder ssoc ia tion. 

12 
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L. BURT BIGLE R . .. doe everything from 
sellin g insura nce to ra i ing purebred Jer ey 
cows, and sin <J in g a nd p lav in g th e p iano. Loui . 
f3url "drive care full y,......- yo u might kill on e of 
my policyhollers" Bigler,......-i th e fa th er of fiv e 
children . lli s wife is Flazel A. Bigler. A 
member of th e UP Lun ch eon C lub a nd d e
scenda nt of tour pionee( . Th e Tabern acle 
r l1 o ir h ns r lnim ecl him a memher for 15 yea rs. 

V E RNO J . BL K ... 36-year-old build
ing ontraclor wh o ma ke a h ome wilh hi s 
wife in Kan a b, tah . H e i a member of th e 
Ka nab ~ ta k e ch ap ter, of which h e i vice
president. Born: M a rch 9. 1" 11 , in 1 lunlin glon . 
L1tah. 10\·ed around considerably ull h e mel 
a nd ma rri ed nna D eal R ohin . on of Knnah. 
They ha ve Lhree chilrlren. 

.JOliN \\' . BQU I) ... drove the offi cial 
" co ul" a r wh en hi wagon top became the 
on rea l casualty of th e lrip. \Veil-known to 
'alt La kers as a ba ch elor and barrister. Per

sonn el chairm an for the tre k and is mod est 
a bout hi s envi abl e record as tirsl LOS 1avy 
chapla in in \Vorld \Var II. Ar]i;:decl w!:l1 

ugar 1:-Iou e ch ap ter, whose membe r recently 
elected him president. Born in 19·12 on Jovem
her 10, and h asn't spent an idle moment since. 

LtviO 1 Dl:LL BRO\ V J . . . econd co ull
selor in th e F a rr \Vest ta ke pr id ncy up 
O gden way . Born Janu a ry 3 1, l , and h as 
pent hi s lite in se rvi ce to th e church . Lisled 

··ba rnya rd go lf" and dan cin g a hi h obbie , 
wilh hi wife . Eva Gaddis Brown , and their 
. even childr n as hi s ma in inter sl in life. 
One of thrcc hroth ers to male th c tre k. 
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DEE D. BRO\ VN ... one of tho e RFD lo. 
2 gentlemen from Ogden. \ a ble sed, he 
fee ls, to h ave been horn a twin. He learned Lo 
fight, play and pray with hi brother and they 
are till togelher feeding their r peclive chil
dren and 60 head of pure bred dairy callle. 
They were tauaht this vocalion o well by Lhcir 
Father that they were cho en Ma Ler Farmers 
of \ \Ieber County in 1944 b Lhe FF . n 
active church worker wilh a mi sion Lo hi 
credit and has erved in Lhe unday chool , 
Mutual and Prieslhood. Born May 27, 19L. 

llARRY D. BRO\ VN . .. the son of Thoma 
D. and Esth er \ \ ardl Brown, who cro ed 
Lhe plains and left a lrail of blood as they 
walked from Green River, \ Vyo. , carrying their 
ix-month-old baby. Born September _~ , 1 81 , 

at Farr vVest, Utah. and lived there most of 
his life. Member of ward bishopric for ·19 

years , but still has time for his Favorite sport...--
kaling. Father of ix children. 

JETHRO D. BRO\ V J ... brother Lo Harry 
and member of Ogden-\ Veber hapt r of UP. 
Democratic and id ate for four-year commis
sioner in Ogden. ls a ret ired farmer, but still 
does landscape gardening and run a small 
nursery. Married to Emma Lee Brown and 
they have ven children. Labored a a mi s-
ionary without pur e or crip and claims the 

mo t per ecution he uffered wa the outfit h e 
wore,........,stiff collar, Prince lbert coat and a 
derby. Proud to say that his on and on-in
law were with him on the trek. 

GEORGE ALBERT BULLOCK ... 69 and 
one of the most ard nt mi sionarie in our 
?roup . Even food would go untouched if he 
had a friend engaged in a good go pel conver
sation. Father, a member of the original band. 
wa known as "Johnny ppleseed" becau h e 
planted crops along the way. A jeweler by 
trade and the father of three children by choice. 
Husband of Lavinia Dean Bullock .. They male 
lh cir h ome in Magna, tah . 
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JAME E. BUR l lives on Burns ave
nue in BountiFul. Utah. Celebrated his 67th 
birthday July '17, 1947. \Vell-known and well 
loved by the townspeople of Bountiful, where 
he has been mayor, ouncilman, commissioner, 
member of bishopric , high council and stake 
presidency. Add patriarch to that impressive 
li sl and you have a knowledge of Lhe ervices 
he has performed. ecre tarv-treasurer of Lhc 
Thomas L. Kane Camp and father of even 
ch ildren. 

DRIA I \ V. lQ I ... unofficial re-
corder of trek activily with ~.is complete diary 
entries . alled on tah 's. n. vVatkins in 
the capital c ity before the trek b gan. 29-year
old journalisl who ha done onsiderable travel
ing in his lif , having sp nt two year in outh 

merica nnd Lhree in Europe before h e turned 
20. . of U. graduate. wl1o is torn belween 
h o loyahies........- alifornia and Utah. o fnr 
1111 mitten by Lhe proverbial love bug. 

D. JA fE CAN 0 l ... advance agent 

r or trek , past·. executive ecretary and present 

stale vice-president of UP. A six-foot-five 

stack of energy with a printing and publishing 

company that he co-owns. Twenty-eight year 

old on December , with a wife (former Elaine 

nderson) and three children to his credit. 

Brother-in-law to Idon Jr. nderson and chef 

Bill Robinson. erved 27 months in the Ha
waiian mission and 3 months in the army. 

\ VARREN . C lQ ... chairman of 
the Ensign-Emigration chapter group that beau
tified the Eagle Gate. He' married to the for
mer Elizabeth Reynold , who i a sister to 
\Vend ell shton' s wife. F am ilv ance try in
clude the name of Quayle on one ide and 
Partridge on the other. 36 and a member of 
Dougla ward bi hopric. He ' a ale engineer 
by trade. Ha thr e hildren who keep things 
popping at home. ousin to above two Can
nons , who are also ou ins. 
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E D\VARD L. CH 1BERLAIN treas
urer of Kana b C hapter of U P . ll a nn en
via bl e record of loyalty to the church , h av ing 
erved 35 yea r continu ously a cl erk of Ka na·h 
take. Come from a large family~hi fa ther 

had six wives. 55 childre:l . of whi ch 34 a re 
still living. lla been in mercantil e busines. 
in ce 1912 and i p re ent manager of Pickelt 

Lumher compa ny. Born ugust _3 _ 1 93. M ar
riN! Corn E splin nne! lh c ha ve lhrcc c-hilclrcn. 

THOM B. C HII .0 . . . alt Laker who is 
one of th e direc tors of th e Lunch eon C lub and 
a contractor from to 5. ewsworth y ach i vc
ment i hi s pos ition a pre ident of D ay of 
· ~7 . In c. M arri ed Berth a Rum el Child . hy 
whom h e h as l1 a d three children . F or 19 yea rs 
he was bi shop of T enth \Yard . Thinks rocks. 
pi geons a nd hooks a re among life's ch oire gifts 
as diversion From th e work adny worlcl. n orn 
M ay 6, 1 

PETER D . C HRI T E N E N .. . wh o "'·on 

Fame in th e Io al miss in g p er on bu reau wh en 

h e hitch ed a rid e to N a uvoo un a nn oun ced and 

le ft his sch eduled partn er hi gh a nd dry. ixty-

even-yea r-old church ga rdener wh o like to 

a ttend " meeting " in hi s off h ottr . nm arr iccl 

and a memhcr of th e , alt La ke-Ri ve r ide ch ap

ter. 

\VILl lAM G E ORGE C LARK . . . insura nce 
a lesman now, but h e' been everything from 

a ranch er to a grocer th rou gh th e yea rs. H e and 
hi wife , Millie D . C lark , reared 13 children to 
adulthood. Twelve ar till living and th ere 
a re 29 grandchildren and nine great-grand
children ab out whi ch h e can ri ghtfully boas t. 
Born in alt La ke in 1 77, but ma kes hi s h ome 
in Loga n now. P erform ed II mi ss ion lo En g
la nd from 1907 lo 19 10. 
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DON C . C LAYTON, Jr . ... "Corn e. Come . 
Ye a inl " h old s spec ial m eanin g for him . b e
ca use it wa rompo3ed by hi s grandfa ther. \\'il
li an1 Claylon. 1em o~ahl e even l in hi s life 
was go in g to Arizona with hi s fa th er and 
r:lo~h e r v h en they were ca lled lo pioneer thal 
se li on. M a rri ed retta C laylon after proper 
courlship an d th ey h ave h act nine children in 
their married life. Born ()) yen rs ago nrHI hn s 
ul\\'a IS hecn (I f (lfJTier. 

Kl~l lER B. I . YTON .. . a H alloween 
ba by,..-Jcelebra les hi birthdav eve ry OcLober 
31 . lie' a son of D on C. Claylon Jr. a nd 
hare hi s foth e r' enthu siasm for the life o f 

an outd oor ma n . Huntin g. fi hin g and boaling 
a re hi h obbi e . .. lh e lif o F a merch an t 
hi ch osen ca ree r. Fill d a rni s ion lo England 
and lh en marri ed Evelyn Coren. There a rc 
fi\'e children in lh e ir fa mil y oncl lh ey make 
lh e ir h ome in Provo. ll! ah . 

E l BI.:RT R . Cl RTI ~ . been presidenl of 
more lhings lh an yo u could r umber~including 

uga rh ouse lake presidencv . \\!estern tales 
rni sion . a n l was sec rela ry o f the European 

li s ion for a time , loo. One of th e C urti s 
c la n of merchants in uga rh ouse and broth e r 
o f M arv in , who m ade th e trek, too. \Vi Fe is 
the form er Lu ceal R ockwood, wh o claims h e 
work ed overtim e p repa rin g th e fin e sp eech h e 
ga \'e a l Omaha. Th er are three little C urti ses. 

FRED E . URTI ... has a kn ac k for ge l
tin g involved in club work . Is ·a member o f 
two UP gro up , alL La ke Counc il o f B oy 

cout . Optimi t lub . 'fran portation club a nd 
Kni ght of th e R o und T able. \ \!if an wers lo 
Florence a nd the dictate of three children. 
Born 46 years ago a t M ercur, tah . C la im s 
"'outh east a lt Lak for hi s h om - . tamp col
lecting and e rvir project a re what l eep thi . 
good man happy in spar h our from hi s posi
li on as comrncrrial ag nl for Mi so ttri Pnr ifi c 
Line~ . 
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MARVIN R. URTI ... anoth er one of 
th ose young unm arried buck who made lhe 
trek without a care in the world. Born April 
19, 1920. with righam Young counted a one 
of his forbears. Fill d a mi ion to lhe East
ern Sta tes, then joined the Navv and penl 
part of hi s 4 Y2 y ars of service in lh Orienl. 
H a attended the of , BY and U of an 
Francisco. ls actively engaged in one of the 
Curtis enterpri e in ugarhorrse. 

LO\VELL CUTL R ... who e home addre 
reads RFD Io. 3, Ogden, Utah , and who 
celebrate h is birthday on May 25 1906, wa 
lhe big year. H as a B degree plus a year of 
graduate work which qualified him to teach 
chool for 13 yea rs and serve fi ve years a. 

principal of a hi gh hool. Cave two years of 
hi s life to hi s co untry and now is tra inin g 
offi cer For Veterans Administration a t \Veb r 
College Guidance Cen ter. M a rri ed to Marelda 
ll. utler and they have two children. 

TANFORD P. D RGER . . . the man 
"with an angle. " 27-year--old idea ' izard. 
Drove th e only convertible in the group and it 
was noticeably pictured in Life magazine. \ Vas 
vice-president of the Ensign-Em igrat ion ch np
ter until hi re ent move to Denver, ' h re he 
is manager of Lighting Dept. oF General ~ lec
tric upply orp. Married talented piani t 

rlene Barlow in 1946 and they have one on 
tanford Jr. Filled a mi ion to anada 

between lower and upper division of college 
work at the niver ity of Utah. 

E LlA L. DAY .. . U tah tate enator. Hi s 
1-lonor proudly introduced his wife to fellow 
trekkers when he met him at Ft. Bridger. 
Fifty year old and an attorney-at-law with a 
degree from the Univer ity of U tah . Make 
his home in Salt Lake with his wife and three 
children. C hurch duties t:ave been numerou ,_...... 
most responsible of which is hi present posi
tion in the \Veils stake nres idency. 
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R Y . DlLLM N .. . " G overn or" to trek
kers on account of being a R epubli can candi 
da te for governor in 1936. R oosevelt, tah . 
man who has made good as local bank pre i
d ent , stake pres ident, state senator, member of 
U C board of tru stes, etc, M arried Mildred 
Mil e I illman . from which marriage five chil
dren were born. G ave the stirring address de
livered a t Independence R oc k. Back trac ked 
from C arden G rove to Corydon to a R otary 
(' I u b Convention. 

VERI GR T DlXO . three-year-old 
daughter Linda i the light of hi s life. H e is 
th e li ght of numerou s aroup in Provo, to-wit : 
Kiwani , e ecutive board member of Utah Ja
tional P arks Council, Boy couts of meri ca. 
memb r VF\V and meri can Legion . treasurer 
of Rheumati c F ever F oundation for Utah 
County. Flight offi cer in ir Transport om
mand in N orth fri ca , Middl e Ea t and In 
dia during the recent war. \\!ill k"ep busy 
now as Utah county clerk. 

GROVER C. DU FORD .. . think of him 
~ nd you think of a \ Vidtsoe-like goa tee . . . of 
hi s ha ndsome Fringed buckskin jacket . .. of 
su ccess! ewly-elected president of the Lo 
An g le cha r ter of Ul . At 5 h e's success 
ful in busine s ( dev loped one of th e mosl 
extensive ch emi cal and Fertilizer busin esses in 
the west) , in church work (former \Vard bishop 
and member of high council) , in civic affa irs 
(h eld numerous re pon ible positions in civic 
clubs). He h as a wife and four children. 

. he can even 
ma ke good mu ic come out of a portable 
organ, a 147 tre kkers will tes tify . Born Sep
tember 23, l 72. of pa rents who were hand
cart pioneer wh o ettl ed in Parowan, Utah. 
E ducated in tah sch ools and look pecial 
tra ining a t rbor and in Lh e In stitute of 
Musical Art in ew York. R e ognized with a 
li ting in Interna tional \Vorld \ Vh o' \\ h o in 
1947. Composed innum rable musical cores and 

ongs. Twice married ... M argaret Richards 
Durham . decea d , and nn M a thew Our
h am. F our on and ix daughter to be proud of. 
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0. LAY R E Rl ... like P a ul o f old , h e's 
a te nt ma ker. AI o ma kes a wnin gs a nd canva 
cove rings . e tc . l~l a b een brea dwinn er for hi s 
fa mily sin ce 1 , wh e n hi fa th e r p n s d a vvay. 
som e e ight ears a fte r hi mo th e r' d a lh . till 
a ble to fill a mi io n lo Californi a . wh e re h e 
me t a nd la te r ma rri ed Viole t P a rk e r o f a nla 
B:.Hba ra . Th y h a ve five children a nd a h o me 
in River H e ight . Logan . ta h . \ V a pre. icl e nt 
o f th e anta B a rba ra bra n ch fo r 31h year~ 
a nd o f e va d a eli tri c l for 14 m onth. . Is 0 11 

hi gh counc il in Loga n n ow. 

D \/10 M. EVA ... 30 years old . h as 

on e child , the a ttracti ve R osem a ry M a ud e 

J ohn on E va ns for a wife, and a wild p as ion 

for ta kin g m oti o n p icture . C la im s to b e a n 

a m a te ur but h as h aa a good d eal o f expe ri en ce 

a t th e gam e of p h otogra phy. D oes plumbin g 

a nd h en lin g contract in g in Lh e compe titive w orld 

a nd d oes church w ork a plenty on S und ay. 

M a kes hi s h ome on l li ghl a ncl drive in , a lt 

L.ake. 

GEORGE B. E V E RTO I . . . m ay be ou 
didn ' t know it , but h e h as a clev r w ay with 
the E ngli sh la n gu ag when it om to p utting 
w ords d own on pap r. Hi s " wh ere-with -a ll to 
keep bod y a nd so ul toge the r" com e From hi s 
typ ewriter rvi ce sh op in L oga n , U tah . H as 
been a nd is ch a irm a n o f m ore c ivi c. church 
a nd . UP committees . group a nd o ie ti es 
tha n we h a ve tim e , en ergy or room to li sl. 
B orn epl mb r , 1904, <:.nd m a rri d E llen 
R ose iel en 20 y a r la ter. 

V E RN F ARR . . . write h im a t 1129 L ib erty 
a venu in O gd en . U tah , thou gh h com es from 
a fam dy so p rominent in tha t ection tha t n o 
ma ilm a n n eed an a ddre to finct them. I 
p ro ttd to tell th e w orld th a t h e is a cou ir1 
lo Pres iden t George Albert milh . Es the r G a le 
Fa rr is hi s wife. T he ir lwo children a re a l
te.1d in g the U niversity o f tah while papa 
upports them throu gh hi s oal. ga . o il a nd 

lire bu sin ess . Is m em ber o f P a rr fa mily C o-op . 
whi ch owns a nd o pe ra tes Farr B e tte r l e a ncll cc 
C ream o. 
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\ VlLLIAM C. flTLGER LlJ ... Lhe .. C .. 
is for Comm odor. H e is th e grand son of I erry 
Fitzgerald , one of Lh e original 14 who came 
in.to th e valley in 1 47. Feels hi life por.lrc:.y · 
th e lyp ical h a rd-working LD farm er. Al 69 
he recall man y ri ch things th a l h a ve h ap
pened to him .. . including th e birth of hi s 
fir t son a ft r h e le ft on a mision . .. but feels 
th e trek oa e of th e mttsla ndin g events in hi s 
life. H as a fa rm in Draper, U tah ; four children . 
a nd is gra ndfa th er lo e ight girls and two boys. 
[li s wife di ed in i939. 

\VILLI rvr 1. FL N!GA . .. a n outdoor 
ma n From way back. Ca n le ll la les th a t ound 
Lall ab out hi lone tri p down lh e Virgin a r 
row inlo Zion ' C a nyo n in 1900; a houl hi s 
\' isit lo hi gh e t a nd lowe t po inls in th e U . .; 
a bout cross ing lh e ontinenla l Divide in 40 
diffe rent places. Turn ed 70 in ugusl and slill 
go in g grea t gun . M a d a la bl containin g 
100 .000 pi ec , o f wood fro m each ta t and 17 
fore ign countri s Lha t look him 12 year to com-
ple te. Fath er of lhree hildr n a nd liv s in 
C eda r C ity. 

~, · RO FOX .. . the tenlh of 13 sons; 2 1 
children in lh a l a maz ing fa mily. Printer . by 
lra de. but does church work with equal enthu-
ia m. H as been in lwo bi sh opri cs a nd i novv 

co un selor in stake pres id ency . A s if th a t 
we ren ' t en ou gh h e cla im hi s hobby is welfa re 
r arming a nd h Ill a n age a 4 1-acre tru ck ga r
den for hi s LD tale. Born u gu st 2 , l 99 
in alL La ke va lley. a nd ha s fill ed a mission 
to th e Central ta tes in 1925-2 . Hi s wife . 
Blan che oulh Fox . is th e moth er of hi s fiv e 
childre i1 . 

\\ lLLI M J. FOX . . . a noth er of th ose 
a mazina alifornian wh os ta ti on wagon wa 
Lhe talk of th e carava n . F eel cerla in th a t th rc 
wa a guardian angel on every radia tor cap . 
Hi s bu siness titl e i imply or comple tely " an i
ta ry engineer a nd pe t control op ra tor. " Hi s 
h obby of b e kee1 ing earn d him an h onora ry 
lif m embershio in aliforni a Beekeepers A -
oc ia tion . H e a nd hi wife . M a rgaret Ballan

tyne F ox . a re the p arent of four childr n. 
54 year old with unu sua l zest for livin g a nd a 
h a bit of be in g pr icl nt of R soc ia tions. 
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GEORGE T . F RO T . .. 39-year-old owner 

of his own a utomobile agency. Three lovely 

daughlers and hi ~ife h ave him b uffalo d inlo 

thinking h e rule th e family roost. ings for fun 

and the plea ure of others and is interested 

in h or es a a relax ing h obb y. M ake hi h ome 

in O gden, where h e a mem ber of Lh e 

SOth \Yard b i hopric. 

TAC Y D. GAR I . . . sales instruclor for 
M etropolitan Life, who forever h eld hi peace 
on Lhe trek. M ember of th e O gden ch ap ter 
wh o h as a wh oppina celebra tion on his birth
day each yeaz . . . born D ecember 25. 190CL 
in Pi elchng, U Lah . Filled a miss ion Lo wesl
crn sla les and p laces Lhe Lrek second Lo hi s 
mi ss ion only in his ch oice experi en ces of life. 
M arri ed Ada Carlson Gam and they h a vc 
Lhree children. D ocs p holography and hunl
ing as a change froin th e "policy" world. 

PAR.LEY PRA TT G ILE ... red beard wa 
a lm ost a Lrek la ndmark . ta le P historian 
wh ose wife. M a rjorie Kimball C ile , will for
ever be cli pping new articles on Lrek events for 
the scra pbook. Born 32 years ago, h grew up 
to be a capabl sales executiv . G r at-grandsoJt 
of Pa rley P. I ra tt , and Thoma D . G iles. 
\Vel h immi gra nt , ' h o, though blind , push ed 
a ha ndcart 1300 mile from lowa C ity Lo alt 
La ke. H a four chidren and a h ome on D ou g
la stree t in ..._ alt Lake ity. 

I) E\ VEY G RIFF ! I . . . gra nd son of Lh ma n 
who h ad the job of grav -di gger in hi s ban l 
of p ioneers. M ember of "Old Juniper's Camp" 
in Logan and h as su pported hi wife and eighl 
children through fa rmin g and cattle bu ying. 
Born July 1 , 1 93. in C la rkston, Cach e 
County. U tah . M akes hi s h ome in Logan. 
T ells an interes ting slory about the roman c 
of hi s grandfa ther and grandm oth er wh o mel 
whil e cross in g th e pla ins. 

22 



CENTENNIAL CARAVAN 

JO HN GUND ---. R ON . .. the oldes t sh eep 
man in Mt. Plea ant. A n other A u gust-born 
trekker who turned 7 1 this year. A ctive in 
civic a ffa ir , h e h as served on the city council. 
been a county commissioner for two terms and 
was el cted mayor of Mt. Pleasant for three 
te rm s. even childre n,.......,six boys and a girl,......, 
a re all married. Hi wife i E ffi e L. G under-
on. N ewsworthy item ... rece ived a trip to 

\ Vashington . D . C ., as ch airman of the an
pete \ Var Bond Drive , which wa th e firsl 
to go over its q uota in the na tion . 

DR . L. 0. H L R N . .. a large man , both 
in ta tu re and sp irit. H as a terrific following 
among the yo unger gen ra ti on,.......,he i a dentist 
w ith a ra re ab ility for stra ightening their crook
ed teeth and keep ing them h appy a t the 
sam e time! lncidenlally, h a a Following among 
r el l ow denli sts . . . h e ' a past pre ident of alL 
La ke D istri ct D enla l oc ie ty a nd the S ta t A s-
ociat ion. loo. P r sent ecreta rx of P ac ifi c 

C oa t D ental Conferenc . Born August 24 , 
1 9 1, in Logan, U tah , but li ve in alt 1 a ke 
now with hi w ife and four child ren. 

liFBER T . HALL is one of th e enthu si
as ti c group who made Lh e trip to auvoo and 
huc k to th e valley sin11 ing th e pra ises of Lh c 
R oosevelt UP ch a pter. H e h olds membershi p 
curd 35 18- 19 in tha t ch apter. Brother H all is 
ma rri ed to M argaret M . H all and during the 
goodly number of years they h ave been marri ed 
they ha ve reared a fa milv of five children . H e 
is 57 yar old and with high sch ool and some 
college tra ining to hi s credit. Hi s pioneer fore
bea r was his fa ther. James R oberts H all. 

HE BE R G. H RRl 0 . a nati ve U tahn 
wh o so:neh ow got sidetrack d to aliform n. 
Ma kes his h om a t 1 75 W e t 25 th street in 
Los ngeles. Hi s gra ndfa th er, \Villia m H a rri · 
on , saved hi s fa mily's life in an early cross iug 

' h en hi oxen v.: re flo u~dering in deep wa ter 
o badly it vva feared th e wh ole family would 

be swept to a wa tery grave. H a rri on com
manded the oxen , in th e name of the Lord. 
lo lu rn aga in to th e bank,.......,which they di rl . 
H eber is a coleg in stru clor. Minerva Jensen 
H arrison is hi s w ife. Th ey h ave one child . Bro. 
I. la r-r ison i -H and fond of sta mp collecting. 
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LOR.~NLO ll. l lATC H .. . a n a tive ma n 
with mod e t s -If-opinion . . .. Hi biogra phical 
report to th e editor vva a bri e f as humanly 
pos ibl and Lill be call d uch . ll e i 54 
years old and ha won succe in th e fi ld of 
educa tion . \ V eil -known princ i1 al of 1ranite 
High ch ool in alt Lake. Ina P orter H a tch 
and their four children ma ke Lh ir h ome wilh 
our broth r trekk r a l 15 12 outh Ninth Easl 
strec l. ll four of hi grandpa rent were earl y 
pi oneers . ..._ cond A s istanl G ene ral upc: rintc n
dent of Y.M.M.I. 

LLE\ \'ELLYN HIP\ V E LL . . . a nother O g-
d enite wh ose a ddres i RFD o. 2. Hi on 
of Lh e Utah Pioneers inleres l a re chie Fl y con
cern ed with th e aclivili e of the O gden ch a p
ter to whi ch h e bel ong . Po ibl e excep ti on to 
thi s sla lement would be hi s · enthusia m over 
a nythi ng Lh e lrekk er of 1947 might unde t"La kc 
to do in th e future. Thi s loy(:}l SUP gentl e
ma n is a fa rm er in \ V eber (' ounly a nd bh c 
fa ther of three children . 

LOI~ IJ. l IIRSC lll . .. kn ow Lh e ch oice 
fi shin g pols through out the la te on accounl 
of h e'd ra ther fi sh Lha n a nythin g " h en th ere 
is le isure Lim e lor th e pendi ng. 1 a p o La l 
clerk in Ced a r C' ily, Utah , wher:~ h e ma kes 
hi s h ome. F a mily consists of Lhi lrekk er. hi s 
wife (Vera lla rrn on llirschi) a nd th e ir two 
girls and a on. I main stay of Lhc ed a r C il ' 
C ha mber of omm erce and an a live member 
of hi wa rd c.nd take. llend d ch ool in 
Ceda r a nd in ..._ . L. before fillin g a \ iss-G er
ma n miss ion . Born Ja nu a ry 3, 1904. 

\ V ILU AM HARRY llO LBROOK ... 
Thomas L. Ka ne ch apler man who gradu a ted 
fro m the University of U tah in l924 and sin ce 
th at time h as ta ught chool for some 23 yea r . 
Present job is in 1 a vi s lli gh ch oo l. 'Twel\·~ 
year of service were perform ed by him as 
Justice of the P ea e in BoLmtiful Prec incl. 
Hi wife is N orm a \ V . llolbrook a nd th ey 
h a ve two children. H e lisls hunling as hi s 
h obby and Bountiful, La h . as hi h ome Lown . 
C ut hi s birthday cake each 291 h of Oclohcr 
Born in 1901. 
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JOHN F. HO\ V E LL , JR ... . genia! !ad ;J' 
ever one we did meet. W as a le tterman and 
captain of the football team as well a a big
wig in other activitie on the U tah U niver ity 
campu . 'vVell-loved by a certa in group of 
California-ite for organizing the Lo Angele 
chapter of U P. ls an insurance e ecutive for 
M etropolitan Life in Los ngele . C hurch 
duties a t the moment are centered around h is 
role as a member of the H ollywood W ard 
bishopric. M arried the former Josephine lew
a rt and a t 46 he' the fa ther of two children. 

llOLLl G. FlU LLl ER . . . cla im he grew 
up quite normally in Vernal, U tah , where he 
wa born Januar '23, 1914.......-meaning tha t he 
tole a many green apple a th e next kicl. 

n rway , he gre\ up to become a counselor 
Lo two bi shops and then finally a bi shop him
self in R oosevelt, U ta h , where h e now lives. 
In 193 h ma rried Ela ine Goodrich and they 
ha ve three boys a nd a girl to taik about. H a 
th e Bui k acrency in that town, but is quick 
Lo add tha t even to fell ow trekkers h i car 
a r unavailable a y t. 

I f. l/AROLD J .., K ON ... b uilding con
tractor wh o ha made good a t th e game Ca li
fornia slyle. 1 an active member of th e l_o 
An ge!es chapter. Hi wife is Helen \Vooll cy 
.Jac k on and there are two liLLie Jackson ill 
Lhe family. F amily h ome is on B achwood 
Drive in zone 4 of Los Ange!es. F our grea t
grandfa thers ro ed the pla ins before 1 69. 
Grandfather Jackson and his wife were a 
childle s couple until thev received a ble sing 
by the Elder tha t if they joined the church 
th ey' d have a la rge posterity. 

H E BER G. JA OB born in O gden , 
p ril 6, 1904. \ Viii be happy to ervice yo ur 

car and ell yo u gas and oil if you'll top in 
at hi wh ole ale and re ta il erv ice sta tion a t 
the corner of 36th and H a rrison Blvd. in O g
den. on of H enrv h ariton J acob , who 
wa born in a cover d wagon in 1 46 ju t 
out id . enterville, Iowa. N eedless to ay, 
the trek th rel'ore m a nt a crreat deal to our 
Broth er Jacobs. Place winter port high on 
the li t of his p re frences in life, but his wife, 
l::rma \ alentine Ja obs, a nd five children , ra te 
high e t , of cour e. 
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HAROLD H. JEN 0 ta lc he ha no 
newsworthy achievement ,......, "a frozen as et," he 
calls himself. \ V a in trumental in h elping to 
start th e UP organization and is a pa t p re i
dent, with a good record for putting new life 
into the group a t tha t time. M arried M artha 
Smith , dau ght r of Pre ident Jo eph F . milh. 
and they Lave four children. H al i a on of 
the la te ndrew Jenson , a istant LD C hurch 
historian, with wh om he worked lo ly for 
many year . Born pril , 1 95, and look 
yo unger th an hi y a rs. 

JO EPH G. JEPP ON . . . the Judge' beard 
wa a thing of unfa iling interest among p c
La tors everywhere. F a ther of Joe, who wa one 
of the Boy Scouts to make the trek. The Judge 
r"ceived his degrees ( B and LLB) from Lh e 
U niversity of U tah and, wha t' more, h e grad
ua ted with h onors. Born October 10. 1904, in 
Cache County, tah . Grew up to fill a rni s
sion in C alifornia when only 17 year old. 
\V II known for his work in the church among 
Lhe young people . . Married to Z orah H. H orn 
Jeppson and they ha ve two children . 

JO EPH H . JEPP "" 0 .. . Lh fir L grand on 
in the Jepp on Family, he was named Jo cpl1 
for his fa th er, grandfa th er and grcal-gra nd
fa th er. Born M a rch 6 in 1932 a nd has been 
exceedin gly active and oul tanding in church 
work <-tnd in Lh e Boy couts. t 15 is an 
Eagle co ut with unusual qualiti e , ma inta ins 
a stra ight " " average in chool. Looks for
ward to th e da h can follow in hi fa ther's 
foo t teps by tudying law and fillin g a mi ion 
for th e LOS church . 

\ V . C LAUD ELL JOHN ON ... literally 
"bil Lh e dust" as he tore through th e dirt and 
bru sh with Sully Richard on in the ir open 
weapons carri er to "g t a good an gle" for Lh e ir 
ph olographs. T ook as many p icture as he 
had mosquito bite ,......,and tha t' a-plenty. Liler
ally blew out 31 candle on his cake July t 7. 
1947. hut still n ot too yo ung to be bish op of 
a well-es tabli h ed ward like alt Lake's 3 1 sl. 
t--1a rried Ruby W all in the temple and they 
ha ve a C raig and a C la udia that are experi
enced photograp her's model . 
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E P. JOH 0 

'f. R. JOHN '0 . . . he's been aro und. 
Born in l 90 and grew up to dete t farm in g, 
to love tea hina, but to earn money by news 
writing. H a been a chief of police by drafl 
and not de ir in the city o ~ Ogden, where h e 
make his h orne. H a been a high ch ool prin
cipal. a bi h op. and a bank cashier at one lime 
or ano ther. Manages new bmeau in Ogde11 
for alt Lake Tribune. A first vice pre ident 
ol th e S ta te UP organization, h e i actively 
affi liated wilh the Ogden-vVeber ch ap ter . 

. . descendanl 
of a long and irnpres ive li t ot p ioneer , and 

can relate many iriterestin g and touching stories 

lhat look place on the plain during variou 

cro sing . Is highly artist ic in mu ic and painl
ing. lle and hi wife hav sung with the 

Tab rnacle choir lor 20 year : A druggist by 
lrade, h e i co-owner of the Temole Pharmacy 

in alt Lake. Born 4 year ago on December 

16th . i' l mber of . L. Lun ch eon club. 

J . C H ESTER JO IE . . . we can tell you 
lhat hi s wife i ola l. Jones and lhat he h as 
three children. H e is 4 1 years of age and u 
member of edar C ity C hap ter, Camp Jo . 18. 
But as to his profession,........,you name it. Once 
h e owned and managed a grocery store in 
\Vyoming. Later he moved to edar ity , 
where h e owned and managed a brick plant. 
H e li sts hi s pre ent occupation a a builder 
and hi h obby a tock raising. Great-grand
parents and grandparent on both id s crossed 
th plains under xtreme difficuhy. 

A I V lN KEDDlNGTON ... that 's his legal 
name. His "given" name from the trek on ou t 

is " \ V agon \ Vheel . " H ' the courity clerk 

of all La ke Co unty . bul he's just as well 

known about town for hi s deep . bas voice. 

Is 60 year old and the father of six children. 

1 li wife is Edith Burl. wh o makes a h orn e 

for lhe talented fam ily a l 1022 Lowell Avenue. 

Pioneer forebear prom inen tl y identified wilh 
early mu ic in the valley. 
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DOROTHY Klf\ lB LL KE DDl lC TON . . . 
her smiles and song won plaudil ' from pec
ta tors and tr H er alil . h e li t her occupa
tion a h ou ewif and moth r, but he's a 
career gal a far a contribulion to community 
plea ure and ultural dev lopment are con
cerned . ls oloi t l'or T aberna le h oir, for 
num erous choral groups and ha ta ken lhe lead 
in everal out la nding musical producti on , in
cluding Centennial Opera , "Blo s m Time." 
Cradu a ~ed from U of U in 1937 a fter inging 
her way inlo a mpu s limeli ght. Born F ebrua ry 
16, 19 15. 

S . l~JCHARD KEDDING TON . .. of the 
mu ical Keddingtons and hu band of D orolhy 
Kimball Keddin.gton,..........one of the three wom n 
lo ma ke the trek. Dick i a singer, an actor, 
a n accountant and th fa ther of two son . 
li e' a gradua te of the of U where h wa 
elected to Theta lpha Pni drama ti fra t r
nily. H as tal en leads or prominent part in 
num erous producti ons on campus and off . In 
lh e servi ce of his country from 1941 to 1946,.......... 
a major in the a ir corp . Born January 12 . 
J9 J4. 

\\AI T E R . KEI{R .. . hard-v orling lrel -
ker vvh o feel ure h e lnow all lhe lricks in 
K.P. duty. Pro fe or E merilus of lhe U niver
sity of U lah with a _2-year-long record a 
cha irm a n of th e ollege a thleti c ounciL Born 
67 yea r ago with a love :n hi s heart for leach
ing and travel. R e e ived his .B. degree from 
the U of a nd his M. . in hi ago. H a 
traveled e ten ively in E urope and other pa rls 
of the world. Hi wife is M arion Belnap Kerr 
and they have four hildren,..........th fourth now 
filling a mi ion in France. 

R Y L. KIRKHAM . . . a si ted in organiz
in g L. A. SUP and was its first pre idenl. 
M a in speaker a t Centervill , Iowa. H ad hi 
Lroubles trying to ge t to R ocl C reel and never 
did quite ma ke it. Fonn er bish op of H olly
wood ward. Though he was born 44 year ago 
in Lehi , Utah , h e ha given u p the h ome town 
for Lo Angele . where he is an in urance 
executive for Prudential ln uran ce Co. M ar
ri ed to 1ona H. Kirlham and they have two 
children. Atlended th e BYU and filled a mi s
sion lo Germ a ny before marrying , however. 
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THOM _ FR JKU KlRKH M . .. 
Santa C lau r rrre kkers wi~l not soon forget the 
silky abunda nce oF hi s white beard . Born 
Jul y '20 . 188'2 . in Lehi .. . about '20 years 
be fore hi b roth er R ay. Lists th e following as 
newsworthy achievements: 1i ionary to Ger
man y, '27 years a ward clerk . and h as n ever 
tas ted tea . coffee, liqu or or tobacco . o pop
ula r as a unday ch ool teacher ·h e' been one 
for 40 years. G radua ted from BYU before 
lakin g up his p rof ssion as an accountant and 
insurance man . M arried M argaret J. Cavanagh 
and they h ave two children . 

Rl ll RD . L 1BE RT ... b uilt his h ome 
him elf and compl led th e job just two days 
before h e look M a r ox oF Pocatello, ldah o. 
a hi s bride. There a r four little La mb rts 
li,·in g with th em now. Born and reared in a iL 
La ke ily with a successFul bu siness to hi s 
credit. I co-owner of a n a utomobile j o bbin ~ 
bu in ess. 3'2 year old a n I h as a fa c in at io:-1 
for minia tme tra ins. "co utin g is one of hi · 
ma in intere t , and h as been sin ce h e rece iYcd 
hi Eagle bad ge and lwo P alm a ward a t 1 . 
Filled a m i sion lo ew Zealand. 

JO EPH J. L R _, 

DAV ID L R EN .. . hi · fa mily was th e 
first perm anent group settling in G arland , U ta h . 
H e is n oted for p romoting the culina ry water 
sys tem of Fi elding a nd East G a rla nd. \Vas 
secre ta ry a nd trea urer of tha t corpora tion for 
20 years. M ost a maz ing thincr to him about· 
th e trek wa th a t h e came through with out a 
cra tch . Is 7'2 . .. has reared seven children 

a nd given them a ll a college education . ls a 
farmer with a keen interest in civic a ffa irs. 
L erved a wa rd cl rk for '25 years and filled a 
fore ign mi ss ion . A ttended U A C . 

. 7.3-vear-old farm er 

wh ose family w as called oon a Fter hi s b irth 

lo settl e southern U tah. Family h ome was at 

Kana b . U tah . wh ere h e roamed the mounta in . 

play d with th e Indians and developed a love 

for th e Boy eoul work . l a been active in 

couting for more th a n .SO yea rs. \Vas edu

ca ted a t th e U and h as been principal of 

. everal ch ools. Th e moth er of hi s four chil
dren is L ellie C . Lar.en . 
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GEORGE . L R 0 . . . r ared one son, 
who i a retired \\ e t P oint colonel. no l . 
Principal of Pingree chool in Ogden . George 
earned money for his college education by 
managing a heep bu ine as a young man. 
l ecember 5. 18 1, is hi birth date. The son 
of . A. Larson who walk d all th e way across 
the plains when only seven years old. D e
scendant of pioneers on hi mother's sid . loo. 
Most of his church duties have been in con 
nection with Mutual Im provement ociation 
and the Prie thood. 

\ VlLLlA 1 H RRY LElGH ... we don' t 
know what he "merchant " or who h e "h o
tels ." but that ·is what he li st a hi occupa
tion. Giving credit where credit i due . we 
hereby inform you that our brother trekker was 
the first one in Utah to introduce deep well 
farming. He was born 70 years ago and has 
spent th e majority o[ his life in Cedar ily , 
where he is a member of Cedar City Camp. 
His wife is Ella ·Berry Leigh ana there are 10 
ch ildren in th e f-am ily. 

L. C LAIR UK ""' ... script v riter upreme. 
His "Biographical Banter," as he called il. 
should . be published somewhere~we only wi h 
we had room for it here. Born May 6. 190 . 
with the help of a practi ed midwife and a 
bach elor uncle. Forced to b orne family bread
winner while still in high sch ool. o hi s ed uca
tion was spread over a number of years. Final
ly received his ma ter' degree after h a,~in g 
"colleged" at Ricks allege , U C and Lhe 
U of U . Veterans' Training oordinator. E ula 
\Valdrum Like i hi wife. They have 1 child. 

GEORGE C . LLOYD .. . still called Bishop 
by Lhose who know him best. erved faith
fully in that capacity in alt Lake ' Cap itol 
Hill Ward for nine year or ;o. He and Leah 
A hton Lloyd have one son. \Yell known for 
hi melodic voice, distinguished graying hair. 
and a director of several choral groups. Lunch
eon club members elected him president. H e 
do his dutv from to 5 each day as a buyer 
for Zion's vVholesale Grocery. 52 year old . 
wilh at lea t Lhree pioneer tore hears to tell his 
son about:. 
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LA l£LL . LUNT ... a captain of ten and 
well liked by th ose under him . A big-wheel 
in Cedar C ity' camp lo. 18. For Lhe pur
poses of the family budget he and hi s brolher 
organized the Lunt Motor Co. Two years fol
low ing hi return from the wiss-C rman mis
sion he married Lucy Mitchell. and they have 
tive ch ildren,.._,on boy and four daughters. ln 
bishopric for five years and doing priesthood 
work at the present time. 47 years old and a 
native oF Cedar C ity. 

J . • • a native ew 
Yorker For Lhe fir t 12 year of his life, but 

has grown up t claim tah hi h ome. l in hi s 

junior year ~t the BYU. Represented the 

Lyman family. One of the younger, younger 

et who made the trip without feeling the 
strain of it. Born May 16. 1923. Accompa

nied Adrian Cannon to \Va hin gton , D. C .. Lo 

i ue pecial invitalion Lo en. \\/atkins Lo 
join in trek festivitie . yet ... unmarried. 

LEXIS B. M L Dubbed Professor 
nodgra s by an aged auvoo resident. Brother 

Malan saw to it that the monicker wa h orl
lived , however. Born July 26, '1873, at Mound 
Fort in Ogden. Both his parents and grand
parents were original Utah pioneers. H a cele
brated his golden wedding anniversary wilh 

lfreda Andreason Malan. There are I 0 
daughter and three ons -to their credit. Real
ized a lifetime ambition by filling a short 
mis ion togeth r in 1942-43. Known for his 
love of people. Retired home builder. 

LM M. MA THE\V . born and reared 
in Pr~vidence , tah , where he is at present 
First Lieutenant of th - pring Creek chapter 
of UP. ugu t 11 , 1 1, was the eventful 
birthday. tudied music and mechanical art~ 
at C and ha built many of the privale 
and public building in Ca h Valley. Hi lif"e:
ha b en devoted to th hurch which h e 
love . h orister, old folk chairman, priesl · 
hood leader, ·Sunday ch ool and MlA lead r 
are a few of Lhe jobs he has h eld. \\life is 
llulda Grirkson 1alhcws. They have 9 children. 
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BRAI--L M 1 \ V ... fu n-loving. h{-
h ed his cloth and wenl wimming in Lhf' 

La ramie river in sp ite of Lhe old and th e 
mosquitoes. H a h e ld his orivate p ilot' cer· 
tifi cate for four years. Think th re is no p lace 
o:1 earth like hi 50-acre Fa rm in \ Veber 
county. 4 1 y a r old , w ith mo l of h i l ife. 
outside of Fa rming , devo ted to hurch d uti e 

1larri ed M onna Bro -..vn in 1926 a nd th ey have 
r our girls and one on. Th e son is Li one l. one 
of two Eagle .._ co uls lo ma ke the lrip . 

UO E L MA \V .. . pa sect rigid require

ments to prove him elJ one of the two most 

outstanding Eagle cout in th e church a nd 

Lhu qu alified to ma ke th e trek. Boa l a l o n ~ 
and impressive li st of a nces tors wh o cro sed 

Lh e pla ins a nd ettled in thi s valley before -

1869. Outstanding in sc hool. !ext to coul 

work hi s h obby i coin coll ecl ing. 15 years 

old and has ea rned a Bronze I a im in scoutin g. 

G EORGE A. M cCLE LL N . . . dr " an 
interes ted circle o f pecla tors at ea h lop wi th 
his exhibit of h a nd-made . miniatu re pioneer 
im plements created by hi s 82-year-old bro th er 
D. A. M e IeHa n . wh o could n ' t make th t
trek: I li s own par nts were p ioneers. Born 
June 13, 1872, the 11th child of \ V illiam 
Carrol and Aim da D av ~1cCl ellan in Pay
son , U tah. M akes hi s home in alt La ke and 
is a member of alt La ke-Ri ver ide ch ap ter. 
Family history and genealogy ar h i ~ h obbic . 

JO EPH \VOODRUFF M cE\ VAN _ . . a 
34-year-old C PA who h a more hobbies than 
he h as tim e for. Loves outdoor act ivity. with 
golf topping the li t of sport . Flora Kenney 
M cEwan is hi s wife and the moth er of the ir 
two yo ungsters. His a bility " ith books an d 
numbers h as won him the positions of finan
cial ward clerk in P arley's ward , secreta ry
trea urer of Australian Miss ion associa tion. 
and trea urer of \Voodruff F amily A ssoc ia ti on. 
Crnch ra l·e of BYU. 
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C HARI E . MERRILL .. . gay blade with 
a h eart full of ong and an uncanny business 
sen e. H as built four busine ses to flouri shing 
enterprise . Big-wig back of De eret Mor
tuary service and M errill tv'lanor and Guardian 
Benefit so ia tion. 57 year old and has al
ways h eld ome church job or other bes ides be
longing to num erou civic organiza tions. You 'll 
remember him for hi s bow tie a t the reunion 
and hi s suggesti on th a t we tack " United Stales 
of Am erica" on lh e name of our Trekker .club. 

FRE D 1. MIC H EL E J ... executive vi ce 
p re ident of tah avina & Trust Co. , no 
le . dvi or member of the alL Lake 
county chapter of P . Born 72 year ago 
with a love of na ture strong in hi soul. 
1 li s hobby to thi day i growing flower and 
making a beautiful garden more beautiful. 
Fa th er of ix children. H 's a member of the 
Park take Pre iden y. member of e ecutivc 
hoa rd alt Lak Boy c ut of Am erica , pa l 
pre ident of alt Lake' 'h amher of Com-
mer e and of tah Banker sn . 

F . LYJ\' MICl-l EL EN . .. son of F. 1. , 
th ereby a de cendant of James M. Michelsen 
and hi wife. C arolin e. who crossed the plains , 
early in the cavalcade. Hi s wife. two chil
dren and h ome and garden are his great loves 
in life. ffili a ted with ugarhou e C hapter 
of th e P and for his 39 years h a don e well 
as general agenl, comptometer division of Lhe 
J ~ & T [fg. Co. H as his B . . degree from 
the U . 

R LPH M. MlT H ELL . .. an O gden man 
with boating and ga rdening as hi s hobbie . 
h i t his occupa tion a an automobile dealer. 
One man lucky nough to go by a ir over th e 
[::>ione r trail ea tv ard Lo Om aha within a few 
day of the return trek journ y. Filled a mis
sion to Jorthwe tern ta t s, went to N ew 
York to school, and Lh en marri ed Louise Fish er 
of O gden followin g h; gradu a ti on from NYU. 
Born October . 1901 , and th ere are three 
littl 1itrhclL to (ln lc . 
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HEBER MOON ... a uccessful slack ra iser 

From Du chesne wh o has always been too busy 

For b obbie . nder tan lable wh n one loo ks 

a t hi s church record ... fill ed Lwo mi s ion . 

bi sh op for e ight year , la ter be arne stake presi

dent . which office h h eld for n ine ears. 

Thi s in a ddition to teaching la e , elc. 11 is 
wife is Ruby M oon , and they h ave even 

children . 64 , b~tt looks year yo un ger. 

C HARLES A . M U J well known in 
Brigham C ity as a denti st and the fa th er of 
two " Peach D ay Queens." R a ises h oming 
pigeon and fl ower during preciou moment 
a l h ome. His wife i Rowena R eese Munn 
u ·1d Lh cy ha \'e three children. H e graduated 
from th e U niversity of lllin ois in 1923 and ha 
been livin g in Brigham C ity since tha t tim e. 
1-lc' s 46 and w o:.. tld still ra ther " ma ke tee th 
Lh an ca t." tho Ltgh he "alwa s enjoys ea tin g. " 

LEE N E BE KE R . . . let th e family talk h im 
into go ing on the trek, th en convin ed hi wife 
to take th e \ ida F ox C law on tour . . . so 
he' d feel right a bout go ing. H e's a alt Laker 
with membership in th e U P 1 un ch eon club 
a nd an insurance agency on S ta te tr et. His 
wife is Lyle C ranl Jebeker and th ey h ave two 
daughters and two granddaughters. F illed a 
N etherlands m is ion a nd a ttended college a l 
the U C in Logan. Cuts hi s b irthday ca ke 
each July 9 ......... th e Fir t time ·was 5 year ago. 

\ V ILUAfvl E. N E L ON . .. was the a rchi 
tect for U tah 's model Centennial H ome, which 
ha caused so much pra i eworthy comm enl 
Lhrough out the ta te. R eceived his p rofes
sional tra ining a t C hica!lo T echnical College. 

U P V ice-Pres. for 1946-47, but townspeople 
recognize him for hi s activities a pre ident of 
Lhe tah chapter American Institute of r h i 
lccts. W as 49th in the world to rece ive the 

coutma ter' s key. M arri ed Evelyn H owell in 
Lh lemple in 1920 and ~hey have five daugh . 
( et nd l wo sons. Born 1 93. 
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DAVID 0. lEL E I .. . newsworthy in 
deed is hi s faith and loyalty to the church 
when h e left hi s wife and Five small hildren 
at h ome back in 1907. to fill a mi sion in 
Denmark. Ha been a farmer all hi life near 
H yrum, tah , and successful in his work. H e 
and hi wif , harlotte , had ten children . 
seven of whom are living and six of whom 
filled mi ions for the church . Born in Cache 
cou nty, January 12, 1870, and pent hi life. 
there. 

E. J. JXO .... manage the J. C. Penney 
store in R oos veiL. U tah , and is a soug11 : 
after gentieman in the comm unity when il 
comes lo comm ilee work , etc. Past presi
dent of th e local Lions lub . a city coun cil
man , ecre ta ry to the Indian D avs committee . 
bi h op of two ward .....-these a re but a fevv of 
hi s achi evernents. H e received hi s college de
gree from the U of U in 1929 shortly a fter 
hi marriage to LaRue Olsen. They have three 
children. His birthday greeting cards have been 
arrivin g each pril ince 1904. 

VER L 0. NORMAN ... who has some 
tales to tell about his turn at guard duty 
on th e trek. Born 14 years ago and grew up 
to become a dairy farmer who has a nack 
r or carpentry. Pri esthood leader, member ot 
the bi sh opri c and MIA worker !'or severa l 
years, he h a been kept busy in pare h ours. 
Old folk com mittee in his home lown ol 
Paradi e claims him a member. H a a wil'e 
(Mildr d Olsen Norman) and five children. 

L Vl NORR . . . laim hi3 formal educa

tion was little but in the chool of e ' peri .. 

ence h e h as learned a great deal. C itiz n ol' 

D e, eyville , tah. are familiar with the com

panionable sight of lvin and his wife (Lydia 

Dewey orr) , each ridin g hi own saddle h orse . 

dairy farmer with fiv on to help with 

the ch ore and an a llract ive datt ghter lo keep 

I h e home circl e on il:. locs. 
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MYRI NORR ... accompanied hi fa th er 
on the trek. College care r a l Lh e AC 
was interrupted by hi s m ision to the Eastern 

ta tes, which , in tru e mis iona ry t rm , were 
the h app iest two years in hi s lil"e. Re lurned 
to woo and win his wife . Gladys. ..-r'h ey ha , e 
one child. \ V orkin g h ours pent managing th e 
part department for P eterson Tractor en · ice. 
\ V oodwork carving , ca rpentry, etc . ......-and h11nt
ing. too. are le i, ure hour aCt iviti 

DA V lD L. OLSEN ... write him care o l' 
Logan ." ,Utah. H e'd especially lik e .to h ear From 
you if you are over 9ST Hi s hobby is co rre-
pond ing with early etllers and learnin a o!" 

Lhe ir experi ences. Earns hi fam il hudgel 
money through fa rming in ach e Valley. l is 
wife. Iarion N elson Olsen. passed away in 
1945 after 29 years of ma rriage: They have 
fiv e sons and two daughters. Old Juniper is 
hi s '- UP camp and O ctober 6. 1S91. is hi .
hirthday. Filled a mi s ion to , candin avi a and 
altended college a t the BYU. 

NOLA P. OL E l . . . i ind ed entit l d to 

belong to P......-fourleen of hi imm edia te pro

genitors wer Utah pioneers. Born July I , 

190 , in Logan , wh ere h e wa well-ed uca ted 

a nd has liv d ince. H as hi s M a t r' s d egree 

from the A.C. an d a t p resent is ecrelary lo 

the Exten ion ervice at th e colleae . Married 

lo Ka ti e 1errill Ol en and Lh eir children arc 

Jona Kaye , avid Nolan and Jo eph Todd . 

BYRON J. OPEN Fl \ V ... impressed u 
and the spectator while na rra ting for dra
matic ep isodes. Young (ju l 29) and talented , 
" By" spends his money h ours a a radio an
nouncer for K L and hi lei ur(! time as a 
sought-after bachelor around town. C la im lo 
be an authority on insect encountered on lhe 
trek. having swallowed no less than half a 
dozen bugs ·per performan e . Quit sch ool lo 
become ( 1) a vege lable inspector for D el 
Monte, (2) a dra ftee in lhe army with radio 
work as hi s chief duly for 3V2 years . 
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IRA PA KER . . . Brigham C ity's best 
known garage owner. 6 1 years old with 11 
children to hi s credit. \ Vife is E mma Jen en 
Packer and they h ad some kind of record in 
Brigham ity for havinci h ad fi ve son and 
four sons-in-law in the service of \ Vorld \\ a r 
II. ncestors included Jona tha n T. P acker. 
vvh o a rri ved with th e second company o~· 
'a ints and was appointed justi ce of the peace 

of Brigh am ity. 

~., ~1UEL R. PAC ... was so im presed wilh 
the trip throu gh Carthage ja il and the guide' 
slory th a t he would like now to do furth er 
re earch n th la rtyrdom. Born in ft. 
e lea a nt, U tah , in 1 4, and moved to Orange
vill e, U ta h , a t th e age of five. Come 1906 
a nd Bro . P age took u p th e ' enture of live tock 
a nd fa rming in R oosevelt . where he has made 
hi hom since. M arried to Jane M cLemond 
Page a nd they have sc,·en children. Capta in 
of Roosevelt chap ter 19. 

J. E RL I L 1lE R . . . fa ther-in-law oF 
Brigham pencer Young, who wa hi "car 
compa nion." \Vork as a U. . graz ier wilh 
a h obby nol fa r removed . . . collects range 
plants and preserves them in v.a riou specia l 
way . T aught sch ool !"or 1.3 years, wilh two 
years pent a t BYU as <:'. n instru ctor. Trained 
for his voca tion a t the niver ity of Utah, 
where h e received his B. . degree. M ake his 
h ome in alt Lake with hi wiFe, E lma , and 
love th e days when hi grandchildren come. 
1 as three hildren of hi own. 

E R E T P RRl H . . . met hi wiFe, R o-
eltha , in Cana da while filling a "pioneering · 

mi sion" to a id in. a road and cana l building 
project in lbe rla. Brought her back to Zion 
,·ia bob led and lra in and marri cl h er in 190·-l 
in th e T emple. Lived in Canada lon g enough 
to h ave len children. M oved to U tah in 19.35. 
se ttling first on a fa rm in Farmington, then 
coming lo alt La ke : n 19r . pent a lota l 
of 21 year in offi ce of bish op or as a member 
of hi shol ri c. Filled JTli s ions lo Central la les 
an d 1orthwe le rn ,' ta lc . Born ugusl 1.3 , 1 77. 
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AZRA \V. P U L . . . came to thi world 
sixth of a family , which e entually became 10 
on pril 13, 1895, in t. nthony , idaho. 
Remember the Lwo-room log cabill wilh Lhc 
leaky dirt roof which wa h ome. They lived 
on the second h omestead filed in Lhe Teton 
Basin. Joined the navy in 1912 and really 
" saw the world. " Took time out to marr 
Glen Poulty and have four children. everal 
year following her death he married lLa 
Field in 1940 and on son has b en born to 
them. 

EARL . PAUL ... ss year old, with the 
wonderful h obby of "h lping others who are 
in need" . . . which undoubtedly account 
for his success as a missionary . bishop . stake 
president and ch a irm an of orth ern tah Re
gion of welfare plan. \ Vork as a general 
contractor in his home town of Ogden. Filled 
a mission to Samoa, where h e met Myrtle L. 
Wilcox, but it took eight years for the mar
riage to materialize. They became parent to 
five children. After hi s mission h e erved with 

rm y in France. \Vorld 'vVar l. 

ED\\ ARD B. PE RKl ... one man ho 
married hi s chooldays' weetheart. They 
played to~elher . ch ooled Logether und at
tended unday chool picnic together in Mag
na . Utah. Ida H arris Perkin is hi wiFe and 
they have four children. Moved to a lifornia 
in 1934 and tablish d his own jewelry and 
novelty busin in 1943. H ad a hand in the 
Fa :; hionin g oF orrn on battalion book nd and 
the UP ring. Born October 24 . 1915. and col
lects books as a h obby. Trea urer of La n
geles ch apte r 16. 

II RRY NiCHOLSON POLL ... smoot l1 
operation on his part and J ine sound equ ip- , 
ment were the envy of many of town's local 
sound technicians. Always ready at the light
est pause to broadcast the program or speaker 
at hand. 35-year-old wizard of radio en
gineering. It 's his job and his ravorite pa -
time. 1arried to Crace Vance Poll. and they 
l1 ave five children in their h ome in Salt Lake . 
Member of Lhe Surarh ou e h apter. 
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ADOLPH M. REEDER had hi l'irsL 
ta te of pioneering when h e and hi wife pur
chased a farm which was an alKali bed and 
with ha rd work a nd sacritice turned it into a 
beautiful. p roductive piece of land called " Bon 

ir F a rm ," n a r Corinne, Utah. Born O ctober 
·1. 1 5, of parents wh o crossed the pla ins a~ 
early a 1 53 and 1 66. Married Ada M a thias 
in 1906 and le ft two week la ter to fill a 
mission to Great Britain. Have ince reared 
e ight children,_.,four have college degr es and 
five have filled mi ss ions . 

J E P . RIC H . . . res mbled Buffalo Bill 
Cody with hi s di slingui h ed gray goatee. C ity 
judge in Logan wh re h e ha lived most of hi 
life a a p racticing la wyer. Elected third 
vice pres ident of cuti ve board of UP for 
1947-4 . D escendant of · h arle C . Rich . 
G radua ted from college, th en tilled a mi sion 
~o Germ an y. L a t r r e ived his LLB degree 
from th U. of hicago La w chool. Mar
ri d Loui se R ger in 190 and th y h ave 
nine children and 19 gra ndchildren. 

L Y IAN HOI ME RI C H . .. boa t unusua l 
colored slid e of the tre k that he has shown 
throughout Lh e state. Born May 12. 1904 , in 
Paris, Idah o, one of 14 children. C harles C. 
Rich a nd 1la ry Ann Phelps Rich were his 
grundparenls. Fil led a rnissi o:1 in th e North 
wes t and served in \Vorld \Va r I. Grndu a led 
From U in 1925. Attended U of Minn e
sota and recc iv d hi s iVlaster' s D egree in da iry 
produ cli on . which has earned him th e job of 

ta te Extension D a iryman with h eadqu a rters a l 
th e U SA C . M a rri ed to Ada h eph erd and 
th ey ha ve fiv e children. 

IIYP Ut·.11 J. RIC H RD . 55 year old 
widower with two hildren . His work is that 
of a d a iry fa rmer a nd hi hobby is so d o ely 
u. lli cd it 's like th e pro v rbial " bu man ' h olida y" 
~h e bre d s H olste in ca ttle for fun! H ad
q ua rt r a re a t M endon, a h e County . ctive 
in church work a nd civic a ffi a ir . M a yor for two 
lerm a nd ci ty recorder for several term all the 
while servi ng as l'vlutual lea der or Boy co ut 
exec ulive or 4-H club direclor. 1a rri ed G en va 
La ub in 19 16. 
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LORlN L. Rl H RD , . . . liv a ro the 
street from th \ nd II J. hton and ach 
claims the oth er lo be an e cellent neighbor. 
Is a dentist wilh a clientele that corn to "ugar-
1:-loLLSe to keep their appointment· with him. 
Filled a three year mis ion orne1 l a e (he 
doesn ' t ay where) and then married a lovel 
girl named Flor n e who h a mothered their 3 
children . ln the church h e h a en ·ed a S11p

erintendent of Lh unday ch ool, Lake board 
worker. bishop and a high coun ilman. Birth 
date........-January 2, 1 99. 

ACEL RIC HARD 0 • . . . hi s father crossed 
th e plain when but 2 year old. Family sel
Lled in Benjamin, Utah where Bro. · Ri ch ardson 
wa born 5-t year ago. A building contractor 
wh o is one of the alumni of th e old LD high 
school in alt L ake also a graduate of th e 
of U. Nora P. Richardson is hi s wife and they 
have four children and a h ome al 855 Di Lcl 
Road in Salt Lake C ity . Enjovs all sporls and 
outdoor life so took to the trek life but naturally. 

OR PL YFR Rl H RD ON ... one of 
th e Lhree women vvh o made the lrek. he wa 
th e offi cial repre nlalive of the P. Play-
ful energy........-a anyone who played ba eball a t 
the "Trek Dre R eh earsal" up \ Va hington 
Pa rk will remember. Ex el in inging. dancing , 
dramatics and needlework. Ha found time to 
be a good m Lh er to four hildren and till be 
an act ive member of the D P and ing in 
Tabernacle hoir. Trekker v ill not oon for
get her beautifully worded and deliver d trib
ute at the gra vesicle of R ebecca \ int rs. 

ULLlVAN RlC HARl ON ... a photo
grapher so busy with expedition that h e found 
no time to forward a good portrait of him elf 
for yearbook publication. Ha the unique o cu
pation of being a motion picture produ cer and 
lecturer. T ook the feet of film on trek incident 
which is an invalu abl record. Graduate of 
Northwestern University in Chicago. a uth or of 
magaz ine article and "Adventure oulh ." 
Listed in "\Vho's \ Vho" for '1946-47. ll is 
h ome........-wh cn h e's lh crc~i s nl 1 ~ 1 00 1~ . ))rd sir C'l 
in C hicago. 
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LM L. RlGG , JR .. .. a man among-

women. The only boy in a family of girl , 

this nineteen year old man runs his father's 

farm in Nibley, tah. ttended the AC at 

Logan and dream of the day when h e can 

be ." counted worthy of performing an L 

miss ion. " Photograr h y and woodwork a re hi 

vocational intere t . on of lma L. Rigg 

and Marie \ Vinborg Rigg . 

J. \V. R. ROBl 0 . 42 year old chief 
cook and bottle-washer who an do wondrou 
thing with buffalo m at. e ide being tal
ent d in the culinar art , ill doe woodwork, 
make hi own knive and coilect antique 
furniture which he refini he . if thi weren't 
enough h e pos es e a rich baritone voice and 

in s olo for the ward h oir. Guns and out
door life ar It ted a hi real h obbies with hi 
wife. the former Elinor Cannon, and hi daugh
ter . Joan, as hi fir t love in life. l a ch ef hy 
profe ion and makes hi h ome in alt Lake. 

!\. !\ I ~ONZO AGE . . . cap tain of lra 
Allen UP amp. Make hi home in Hyrum, 
Utah. where h e is known in the town and 
th ereabout a a and and gravel contractor. 

sco uter from way back, h e i recognized 
by boy from 12 up in the community a being 
an authority on the ubject. Married to Emily 
0. avage and they have five children. The 
" ., before lonzo tand for lbert and 
h e' 61 year old . 

T. E. E SlON ... one of the " e ion 
oF Bountiful. " Descendant of Perrigrine e -

ion , fir t ettler of the town. Ha h ad rare 
privilege of making the trip a ro the Mormon 
trail veral time , including the journey from 
Vermont, the birthplace of th prophet. to Nau
voo. Ha filled two mi ion for the church but 
ha " never een the gospel pr ach ed o con
vincingly a it was don by the exampl et by 
trekk r ." Born February 25, 1 92 and grew 
up to b come a farmer with a wife, Marilla 
Hulme e ion , and on child. 
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f. ALBU RN S HI E LD .. . . . p la ect hi pa rts 
in tl1 .e dra ma ti c inc idents vvith a real fl a re 
for co;n cd y. Pa rli c ipa tes i!l a lt La ke's th ea
tri cal produ c ti on wh en h e cun gel lim e o; f 
fro;11 hi s furn<lcc cl eu nin g compa ny a nd cout 
work. 1ovics ure hi s h obby and h e h ot ome 
fine pi c~ ure a long ti1 e way . \\ if c i, Ruth 
C luw son_ .. hi e ld s, wh o accom pani d hi m on 
th e tre l. Th ey h a ,·e 3 child ren a nd a lot o f 
fun out o f lif c . Is 35 and h as h a d ome co l
lege tra inin g. 

R U TH FOX C LA \IV ON l.-:II E LD . .. is 
th e grundda ughter of Ruth M ay F ox , prom
inen t church woman who is still thrillin g oth ers 
with th e telling o f her experi en ces while walk
in g ac ross the p la ins. Allract ive brune tte wh o 
was one of three women selected to' ma l-.:e th e 
lrc1

-.: . "r oo l-.: purl in d rama li c in c id ents und 
gc;1e rullv ma de tre ~~ -~ rs h a ppy with h er pre
"C il CC. M oth er oF three childre n wh o keep :; 
hot1 sc for h er htt sha nd a t 320 I) stree t a ncl 
docs bca uli f ul hundiwork on the side . 

CU:':J S. ~ liii :: U) ' . .. " an dy th e grocer" 
, ._.h o ts a commillcema n of th T ooele ' ea 
Scout ship .. _ S~' (' o ura~eo u s. " mcPlhcr o!' 
th e T ooe le Li on ' s C lub , the Bit nnd p ur 
c lub und u ch a rter member o f th e T ooele 
Fly ing club. I u grocer by tra d hut co-ow ns 
T ooclc ' s spo rlin g goods tore. H a thr e child 
re n a nd a wif c n a med 1ax ine. Bon 2-1th of 
J a nu a ry in 19 1 __ th e fifth of e ight chil d ren . 
His grea t gra ndfa th er \Vas J oh n hi eld . un 
ea rl y pioneer musician in T ooele. 

JOH \ VlLLlAM Mlll-l .. . oldest trekk e r 
to ma ke the trip a nd probably the only one 
who can say h e p ersona lly kn ew Brigh a m 
Young a nd P orter R ockwell. B ro th er mith 
gradua ted from the U niversity o f D eseret m 
1 7 and . accordin g to him , " the sch ool of h a rd 
knocks in 1947' ' .. . re ferring n o d oubt to th e 
trek. \Von respect a nd a ttenlion in the fielJ 
of educati on first a the uperintendent of a iL 
La ke County sch ools in 1905 . \Vidower of 
E lida H an sen and fa th er of 4 children . Bon1 

lovemher 27. 1867. Live in Tremonton. 
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J::>AUI t--1lTH .. . Great grandson of \Villard 
Ri cha rds, and grandson of Joseph F. milh 
and H eber J. Grant. Has a rlislic ab ility wilh 
a spec inlly in sign ma king. Be fore hi s call Lo 
Lh e mi ss ion field h e tudied at Lh e Universily 
of Utah. ~ pare Lim e was spenl fi shing, fl y 
hoo!..: Lyin g. drnwing and ge:le rall y wnnin l! 
Lhings for Lh e yo un ger e t in his ward. Affili
nlccl wilh th e Ernigrution ch a plc r in alL L a ke. 
1\cco::') pan icd hi s fath er. \Vill a rd 1~ .. on Lrek. 

RALPll C. M IT ! I ... o ur " dude-y'' cap
lain of Lhe guard who p layed Lhe parl o f an 
ea rl y p ioneer dandy o wcH th a l it was difri cu ll 
lo 1 iclure him as lhe promin nl young advcr· 
l ising man of Loday in a ll La!~e. Born Oclo
hcr 17, 1 99. whic~ ma kes him 48. li e h as 
a very a llracli \'e wife and Lwo " likewi se" 
cln1lghlcrs. A on is counled in lh e Famil y , 
Loo. R eared in Provo a nd c lu ca tcd in Provo 
sC'hools unci lh c 11Y . leade r in B oy co ul 
\\'ork nn(l is a ._ ilvcr l)cuv r. Filled a mi ion 

orlhwc lcrn lalc . 

\\'I U ~ Rl) I( S 11Tll ... who deserve Lh c 
f1dl crcclil we give him for invcn ling and pe r
f ccling o ur "covered wagons". Bank cxcC ll 
live wilh a lalcnl for living the full life . evc1 1 
c hildren shure wilh lhe ir parenls lh e joys 
o f a canyon h ome. boa ting and Fi shin g. etc . A ll 
act ive in church w ork and well-educated . M ur 
ri cd to flo:·encc Grant, dau ghte r of the late 
President H eber J. Grant. Served a vice-presi
d en t of exec utive boa rd for 1946-47 U P year. 
Is 6~ yea rs old and cl oser to you th th an some 
men arc al 20. 

\VILLl AM . MITH ... a Pleasant Grove 
man who h as alway been active in the church 
and community. lli father pioneered in ri
zona and Old Mexico where 'vVilliam wa 
born , June 1, 1 9. Hi father died before 
lhe 1ormon ned Mexico and o ur fellow trek
ker look on certain family re ponsibilitie while 
h e got his education. H a hi master' degree 
and h as taken advanced work a t the U of 

outhern Californi a. lla one daughter anrl hi s 
wife i Fern Eyrin g milh. 1 rinc ipal o f Tim -
panogo take em in ary. 
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ELTON \V. T PLEY ... an auto mechanic 

from Cedar ity. Hi great grand fa ther carn e 

with Brigham Young' company a one of Ll1 e 

cap tains of fift . Married to Iva Lunt and 

they h ave fiv childr n. Filled a mi ion to 

th e outhern tales from from 1925 to 1927. 

lle was born in Loa, tah • in ugust of 

19Ql,_...,th e econd child in a family of 10. 

TOC K . . . call thi 
gentleman "Doctor" for h e is one of the better 
known physicians and surgeons in Bountiful, 
Utah. 'vVas official " med icine man" on the 
lrek. Received his medical d gr e from North
western Medical ch ool in 19 11. 6 year old 
with a fine record in civi c contributi on. \ Vas 
mayor of Bountiful for 10 years during which 
lime th e town becam a city. las three daugh
ters and a son and a beautiful h ome a t 267 
South Main in Bountiful to which all Lrekler 
are very welcome. 

DE\ VEY TO i' . . . hard workin g Lage 
prop man who wa n. 'L still a minute and crawl
ed inlo bed long a fter the other were snooz in g 
loudly[ Born M ay 2, 1 9 in R o kvill , \ ash -
in glon Co unty, tah . Family moved Lo LD 
coloni es in M exico h artly bef re the exodu . 
I ives with hi wife . Viola Allred Lout, and 
their six children in alt Lake ity where he 
works a a Mail arrier. erved in \ Vorld 
\ Var I for 14 month . Traveling i hi hobby 
and plaid hirt hi weaknes . ttended coli ge 
for 2 years. 

PAUl B. TANNER ... 3606 Iowa treet in 
Ogden, Utah, is his h ome address. Left fa lh er
less a t the age of 3 and o " knows something 
of th e vicissitudes of lif ." Pays tribute lo 
hi s wonderful mother, velyn Jensen T anner . 
for h er uncomplaining acrifice . Graduated 
from the U of U in 1934 and then filled a 
mi sion to Denmark. M arried Margaret Rich
ard and to them have been born three on . 
Professionally he's a C.P. ., but at h ome he's 
a gardener and an exempl ary fa ther. 

44 



CENTENNIAL CARA VAN 

FR J l URRY ... played the Prophet 
with uncanny likeness during dramatic inci
dents. \ Vriter of Nauvoo and Ft. Bridger 
scripts. l a radio man and sought-after par
ticipant in local theatricals. Known for hi s imi
tations of unique people. R aises canaries and 
takes amaleur movies for diver ion from work-a
clay worrie . Married to Leona Virginia Urry 
and they have 3 children. Born 39 years ago 
nne! hos lived in L alL Lake most of Lhe time. 

GOLDE WEBB .. . wa a long di tance 
runn r in hi day. Earns a living a an aulo 
mechanic and violini t. Earn praise a member 
of ward bishopric in alt Lake. Doe temple 
work regularly for the love of it. He and hi 
wife , th former Ia B arne , have four child
ren of whom they are very proud. Forty ix 
year old. ffihated with the alt Lak -River-

id chapter of UP. P opula r as a violinisl and 
aulo me hanic on lr k. \ V on li ck-pulling con
le t on July 22. 

JOH I H. \ VE MAN . .. looked like 
the Lypical early days di tributor of cure-ali 
linim ents with his rniniafure drug store in the 
Lrunk of his car. Actually i a pharmacist 
graduate and owner of drug stores in Utah 
and Idaho for thirtv f ive year . OFncial First 

id man on the Trek and known to every 
trekker a the man in "car 34." widower 
now but the father of e ight children. li e is 
64 year old and a former re ident of Malad 
ldaho , now living in alt Lake. , 

LAWRE E D R WILDE ... ha a 
firm hand on the brain of tomorrow a con
tributed by Brigham ity.....-heads the ocial 
cience department in Bo Elder high chool 

and i favorite with the young et. 1arried 
lo Keren bdmore and th y have five children. 

ide from being a member of the UE he's 
a member of the ommercial Club and the 
I ion' lub in Brigham ity. Born 53 years 
ago. Church work include a mi ion in the 

oHLhern tales and Lake board work for over 
lwcnly ycnr, in Lh L 11nday chool. 
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JO EPH r l. \ VILLI M ... real prof ional 
in the dra matic ga me with spe ial mpha i lo 
be placed on ch ara ter part . Profe sion a t 
p resent deals with tage scene and arti tic 
se ttin gs . H a a weallh of fascinating storie to 
tell a bout l.i s early liFe in Lh theater wh en 
h e traveled around Lh e world and in th e Un ited 

ta tes wilh famou road companies. H is wi fe 
is 1---la rri et L. F arley and he i th e fa th er of 
Lhree children. D es igned and buil t tage sel
tin~s for Lrek dra ma ti c produ tions. Born 63 
years ago . 

GEORGE L . \\ O ODBU RY . .. one of Ceo. 
Lloyd 's inging group who lent musical enjoy· 
ment along the way. P ast pres ident of alt 
La ke's SlJ P Luncheon club. n accounta nt in 
Lh e hu sin ess vvorld but a very busy fa th er and 
fam il y ma n in priva te life. H a six children 
an d a good deal of responsibility when \ V ood
hury a nd Cannon fa mily reunion tim e rolls 
nround . ll is wife is th e form er Loui se Ca pson. 
Th eir h ome is in .._ alt Lake wh ere George h a 
penl mosl of hi s life. ttended Lh e U of U 

some tim e during hi 55 years. 

\ V . L. \ VORLTON .. . dcn li t who i also 
a first li c ulen ant~bul no t in Lh c U rmy. 
I li s rank comes as an orTi ccr in Lehi 's .._ UP 
chaplcr. ll i wife is Ess ie oale \ VorlLon 
a nd a l 54 Lh e doclor i fa ther of a famil y of 
fo:1r. !( cared as a fa rm er's boy in Lch i huL 

le ft an orph an a t 13. H owever, h e filled a 2 
year mis ion in the N orthern ta tes and grad
ua ted from hicago allege of D ental l.Hacry. 
H as ~) n a bish op and take uperin tendcnt 
of M l . P ast p res irl en l f Leh i L ion's lub. 

B. SPE N CER YOU N G ... and la t but not 
leas t . . . Lh e "B" i for "Brigham" from whom 
he descends. H andsome director of Centennial 
beard growing conte t. A ttended the U of U 
and London Univer ity. M arried to talented 
E rl a P almer Young, artist and author. They 
have two children and a h ome on P arkway a ve
nu e in .._ alt Lake. 34 years old and crazy abou t 
port . R ecently elected a vice-president of 

Sugar ou e ch ap ter of U P. Brings h ome the 
family bacon from his job a production man
ngcr for P <lcific F in ance Corpora tion . 
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CARAVAN ORDER 

(Numbers indicate order of covered 
wagons in each day's travel) 

1. Wendell J. Ashton, 2245 Oneida 
Street, Salt Lake. 
D. James Cannon, 1332 Westmin
ster Avenue, Salt Lake. 

2. Harry N. Poll, 1368 Sherman 
Avenue, Salt Lake. 
Byron D. Openshaw, 1945 15th 
East street, Salt Lake. 

* * 
Capta:n of First Ten 

3. Elbert R. Curtis, 737 Logan avenue, 
Salt Lake. 
Alvin Keddinaton, 1022 E . Lowell 
Avenue, Salt Lake. 

4. Lorin L. Richards, 2248 Oneida 
Street, Salt Lake. 
Toseph W. McEwan, 2045 Wil
mington Avenue, Salt Lake. 
Elder and Mrs. Spencer W. Kim
ball 2028 Laird Dr., Salt Lake. 

5. Brigham Spencer Young, 1607 Park
way Avenue, Salt Lake. 
T. Earl Palmer, 2695 Dearborn 
Avenue, Salt Lake. 

6. John F. Howells, 3633 Landa Street, 
Los Angeles, California. 
Grover C. Dunford, 7126 Marconi 
Street, Huntinnton Park. California. 

Captain of Second Ten 
7. George R. Biesinger, 1609 Garfield 

Avenue, Salt Lake. 
Richard A. Lambert, 2311 13th 
East Street, Salt Lake (Driver). 

8. David M. Evans, 4220 Highland 
Drive, Salt Lake. 
Ray E. Dillman, Roosevelt, Utah. 

9. Acel Richardson, 855 Diestel Road, 
Salt Lake. 
Nora P. Richardson, 85'5 Diestel 
Road, Salt Lake. 
F. Alburn Shields, 230 D Street, 
Salt Lake. 
Ruth Shields, 230 D Street, Salt 
Lake. 

10. Richard Keddington, 1432 South 
11th East Street, Salt Lake. ' 
Dorothy K. Keddington, 1432 South 
11th Ea t Street, Salt Lake. 

11. Willard R. Smith, 209 8th Avenue, 
Salt Lake. 
Paul G. Smith, 209 8th Avenue, 
Salt Lake. 
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Captain of Third Ten 
12. George C. Lloyd, 545 DeSoto, 

Salt Lake. 
La V erre Adams, 326 Chicago Street, 
Salt Lake. 

13 . L. Burt Bigler, 2971 7th East Street, 
Salt Lake. 
Wallace .P. Johnson, 1620 Princeton 
Avenue, Salt Lake. 

14. E. W . Stapley, 744 W est 1st Street, 
Cedar City, Utah. 
William W . Flanigan, 57 South 4th 
W est Street, Cedar City, Utah. 

15. Thomas B. Child, 452 South 8th 
East Street, Salt Lake. 
L. 0 . Halaren, 2576 9th East Street, 
Salt Lake. 

Captain of Fourth Ten 

16. Alden Jr. Anderson, 2805 South 
2420 East Street, Salt Lake. 
Stanford P. Darger, 1068 Jasmine 
Street, Denver, Colorado (Driver). 

17. W arren C. Cannon, 720 South 12th 
East Street, Salt Lake. 
Joseph G. Jeppson ·460 . South 12th 
East Street, Salt Lake. 
SCOUT---Josegh H. J~ppson, 460 "" 
South 12th East ~ treet. Salt La e. 

18. Dr. W . L. Worlton, Lehi tah. 
Ernest Parrish, 130 F Street, 
Salt Lake. 

19. Lee Nebeker, 1389 Stratford 
Avenue, Salt Lake. 
Ray L. Alston, 2546 15th East 
Street, Salt Lake. 
George Woodbury , 2497 15th East 
Street. Salt Lake. 

20. Parlev P. Giles, 533 Douglas, 
Salt Lake. 
Fred E. Curtis, 1489 7th East Street, 
Salt Lake. 

Captain of Fifth Ten 

21. Earl S. Paul, 1463 32nd Street, 
Ogden, Utah. 
Stacy D. Garn, 3220 Polk Avenue, 
Oaden, Utah. 

22. Dee D. Brown, RFD #2, 
Ogden, Utah. 
Jethro D. Brown, RFD # 3, 
Ogden, Utah. 

23. Harry D. Brown, RFD #2, Box 
197, Ogden, Utah. 
A. D. 'Brown, RFD #2, Box 198, 
Ogden, Utah. 
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2-i. Heber G. Jacohs. 485 '6th Strel·t-, 
Ogden, Utah. 
Paul B. Tanner, 36L)6 Iowa Avenue. 
Ogden. Utah. 

25. Abraham E. Maw, RrD # 2, 
Q.,dcn, Utah. 
Llewellyn Hipwell. RFD # 2, 
0\-Jden. Utah. 
SCOUT -Lionel Maw, I~FD # 2. 
Ogden Utah. 

Captain of Sixth Ten 
26. Ralph M. Mitchell. 2~6L) Van 

Buren. Ogden, Utah. 
Alexis B. M<dan, 1-135 28th Street, 
0\-Jdcn, Utah. 

27. T.R. Johnson, 2-161 Adams, Apt. 1, 
Ogden, Utah. 
George A. Larson, 2916 Lincoln 
Avenue, Ogden, Utah. 

28. Vern Farr, 1129 Liberty, 
Oodcn, Utah. 
Arza W. Paul, 1169 29th Street. 
Ogden, Utah. 

29. Lowell Cutler, RfD# 3, 
Ogden, Utah. 
George frost, 1353 Cahoon Avenue. 
Ogden. Utah. 

30. William C. Fitzw·rald, Draper, Utah. 
Elias L. Day, 327 Milton Avenue, 
Salt Lake. 

Captain of Seventh Ten 
31. Charles A. Munns, 68 South 2nd 

East street, Brigham City, Utah. 
Adolph M. Reeder, Bon Air Farm, 
Corrine, Utah. 

32. Ira Packer. 75 South Main Street, 
Briaham City, Utah. 
John Smith, Tremonton, Utah. 

33. Alvin Norr. Deweyville, Utah. 
Myrl Norr. Deweyville, Utah. 

3-l. John H. Wessman, 259 East .Sch 
South, Salt Lake. 
David Larsen, Garland, Utah. 

35. William George Clark, 705 North 
5th East, Logan. Utah. 
Dewey Griffin, -153 West 2nd 
North, Logan, Utah. 

~ 

Captain of Eighth Ten 
36. }esse P. Rich, Logan, Utah. 

Hyrum ]. Richards, Mendon. Utah. 
37. Vernal 0. Norman, Paradise, Utah. 

Leo Bankhead, Avon. Utah. 
38. Gcorqc D. Balls, Dayton, Idaho. 

J. ]. Larsen, Newton, Utah. 
39. David 0. Nielsl'n. Hyrum, Utah. 

A. Alonzo Sava~1e, Hyrum, Utah. 
4L). Heber Moon, Duchesne, Utah. 

Peter D. Christensen, 275 Vine 
Street, Salt Lake. 

Captain of Ninth Ten 
41. George B. Everton, 526 North 

Main, Logan, Utah. 
L''m<m Rich, 718 North 2nd East, 
Logan, Utah. 

42. Desmond L. Anderson, Logan, Utah. 
Alma L. Riggs, RFD # 1, Logan, 
Utah. 

43. Dewey Stout, 3123 7th East Street. 
Salt Lake. 
L. D. Wilde, 117 South -lth East, 
Brigham City, Utah. 

+L David L. Olsen, RFD # 1, Box 
122. Logan, Utah. 
Alma M. Mathews, P. 0. Box -l, 
Providence, Utah. 

45. 0. Lavar Earl. Riverhcights, Utah. 

46. 

47. 

48. 

49. 

Nolan P. Olsen, 520 North 6th 
East Street, Logan, Utah. 

Captain of Tenth Ten 
James E. Burns. 10 Burns Avenue, 
Bountiful. Utah. 
]. C. Stocks, 257 South Main Street. 
Bountiful, Utah. 
Horace P. Beesley, 15 3 West 1st 
North Street, Bountiful, Utah. 
William H. Holbrook, 1 H East 1st 
South Street. Bountiful, Utah. 
T. E. Sessions. 92 East 5th South 
Street, Bountiful. Utah. 
Glen S. Shields, 1 0-l North 4th 
Street. Tooele, Utah. 
Marvin Curtis, 11 19 Westminster 
Avenue, Salt Lake. 
Walter A. Kerr, 1 32 University 
Street, Salt L1kc. 

1·,,, lu,l '"" ( ·,,,>f,urr ,J Ju,f lurrr,f,..,/. \\'rl/r,rnr / .\,.f,,rl. (·'""I' ( ·,rrur~trrr,/,·r. \\',.11,/,.// / 
. \,ftf.,rr: ( 'uf>li/111 .,f ,,., <>ru/ luur,/r,.J \\'rf/ur,/ /( <nulfr 1',," k ( '"f'lillrr' <>/ /r/11<''. ( ;rf,., 
/<'fl'"ll. ('11/1/11>/1, ('1/Jfl.,, fl,IIJ 

I 
1
><>11<>111 ( .ilf>lll/11.' .,f 11'11' I ,f /1,·r ' ""'"!II' Ill< / rr,/, ,/[ 1: ir ,[ 11 '" \,/1 f,u. \II</, ·r '"II. / 'u!i<'. /.rur I. 

f:'r·,·rf<>ll. ~~1</1. \fwur'. "-u~fuuu. ( .11r/r'. (;tfn [',," k '"" n'/1111<>11. /Luu•. f( _...;uu{/, ( .111/1, 
f'urd .\,./"'11. \\' <nulfr If,,.,/ \frf, /1,// flr,.,llll/<'1 f,.""'" 
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50. Lynn Michelsen. 2 3CH Oneida Street, 
Salt Lake. 
Fred M. Michclsl·n. 1070 South 9th 
East Street. Salt Lah?. 

Captain of Eleventh Ten 
51. R. L. Kirkham, 3236 Larga a\·cnuc. 

Los Angeles, California. 
Thomas F. Kirkham, 259 East 5th 
l\lorth Street, Lchi. Utah. 

'12. H:·ber G. Harrison, 1875 West 25th 
Street, Los Ang~'lcs. California. 
L. Clair Likes, 1556 Browning 
lwenue, Salt Lake. 
Alfred Durham, 60 West I st North. 
Salt Lake. 

53. \Nilliam J. Fox, 6034Y4 Romaine 
Street. Los Angeles, California. 
Georq: A. McClellan, 254 West 
1st North Street. Salt L1ke. 

5 i. Charles S. Merrill. 3510 20th East 
Street, Salt Lake. 
E:ul F. Shipley. 665 West 1st 
North, S:1lt Lake. (Dramatic As
sis~ant~not official membL·r of trek) 

55. H:1rold Jackson, 234 North Be<1ch
wood. Los Angeles, California. 
Ed\\'ard B. Perkins, 2244 Alsace 
Avenc.L', Los Angeles. C:1liforni<1. 

C3ptain of Twelfth Ten 
55. Lancll N. Lunt, 295 South 2nd 

West Street, C:dar City, Utah. 
Loran D. Hirschi, 194 South I st 
West Street, Cedar City. Utah. 

57. J. Chcst:r Jones. 233 South 7th 
\Ve:;t Street. Cedar City, Utah. 
VJilli;:Hn H. Lciqh, 104 S:mth 1st 
\Vest street. Cedar City. Utah. 

58. Vernon A. Black. Kanab, Utah. 
Echvard B. Chamberlain. Kanab, 
Utah. 

59 Lorenzo H. Hatch, 1512 9th E<1st 
Street. Salt Lake. 
William C. Smith, Box 146. Plea
sant Grove, Utah. 

6(1 S. Ross Fox. 162 Ea<;~ Common
\vcalth Avenue, Salt Lake. 
G~·orw' A. Bullock. 8805 West 270li 
s~)Uth, MC!qna. Utah. 

Captain of Thirtecn~h Ten 
61. Samud R. Pa~Jl', RoOSL'Vl'lt. Utah. 

lames E. Bacon, Roosl·velt. Utah. 
62. E. J. Nixon. Roosevelt. Utdh. 

Heber T. Hall, Roosewlt, Utah. 
6 3. Adrian Cannon. 378 I st A \'l'nue. 

Salt Lake. 
Vnl Grant Dixon, 595 Wl'st 4th 
North Street. flrovo, Ut<lh. 

64. Hollis G. Hullinqcr, Roosl'\·clt. llt<1h. 
lohn Gunderson. Mt. Pleasant. Utah. 

65. John Vv'. Baud, lll86 Edst 21st South 
Street. Salt Lake. 
Jamc'S H. Lyman, 621 S 2 3rd l~ast 
Street, Salt L1ke. 

6S. Don<1ld B. Alc.kr, 22 3 F Street. 
Salt Lake. 
Francis llrr''· 207 L Stre.'t, 
Salt Lake. 
Toscph \Villiams, 426 Dou~1las Street. 
Salt Lake. 

67. K,_,nncr B. Clayton, Kana'), l!tdh. 
Don C. Clayton. K<111ah. Utah. 

Captain of Fourteenth Ten 
GS. Joseph S. Bennion, I 322 W,'st -!Sllll 

South. Salt L1kc. 
Jo-;cph Wm. l~ohinson. 27 3 Edst 
Capitol Street. S<dt Ldh'. 

G9. Vvilliam E. Nelson, 1529 South 5th 
East, Salt Lake. 
H:uold H. Jenson, 2ll9 West North 
Temple, S:dt L1k:. 

70. S~dli\·<111 Richard-;on, 14(ll1 East 5 3rd 
Street, Chica~]o. Illinois. 
Vv. Claudcll Johnson. 
IllS Lake StiTl't, S:dt L1kc. 

71. Golden Webb. HI'\ OuincL' Strcl't, 
Slit Lll<c. 
Bbin Lublin. 442(\ 7th East. S,dt 
Lake. (Technician- not offici<d trL+ 
member) 

72. Hi~]hway Patrol Car. (This car cdr
ricd no numbned sticker, but WdS 

Jedd CCII' in CClrd\'dn) 

Captain of the Guard 
I<alph G. Smith. 254) Hi\lhl<~nd 
Drive. S:dt L1kc. 
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LIKE JOB, WE HAD OUR TRIALS IN OUR JOB AT NAUVOO 

... l!'s.di hpan hands /or A ldon Jr. A nderson, 
Joseph H. fepp on, Lee Nebeker an cl Parley P. 
Gile. 
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by D. James Cannon 
The president of one of Zion· s 

brgcst stakes poked his long 
pointed stick into a piece of 
'.vaste paper and then dropped 
it into ct cardboard box along with 
t!1e other rubbish he had picked 
up that Monday morninq. July 14. 
1 94 7. on the Mormon temple lot 
at Nauvoo. Illinois. 

It was the first "official" day 
of the Sons of Utah Pioneers 
Centennial Trek which was to 
follow the route of the Mormon 
pioneers from Nauvoo to the 
Valley of the Great Salt Lake. 
<~nd Earl S. Paul. president of 
Mount O}Jden (Utah\ Stake. had 
been assigned to the sanitation 
detail. Other men,........, ban-k execu
ti·;e:;, attorneys, educators. farm
ers. insuran~e officials ,........, were 
p~eli!1g potatoe:_;, bringing in fire
"\\'oo:l or hurrying over to the old 
pump to get water for the trek 
cook. J. W. R. "Bill" Robinson. 
Most of the other 143 men who 
we~·e participants in the reenact
L1cnt of the century-old original 
r\1ormon hegira had been busily 
at \York 3ince dawn sawing and 
hamr:.12ring and fittinq the long 
p:'.?ces of 2x4 board together 
around their automobiles to make 
the fraraework for their covered 
wagon tops. 

Three women and two boys 
were there with the 143 men. too. 
They also had bequn working at 
an ea:-ly hour. They had a full 
day ahead of them. For the wo
men there was final preparation 
of calico pioneer dresses to be 
\vorn during the next eight days' 
travel over the old Mormon trail. 
Their 3ilk and satin gowns and 
bonnets must be made ready for 
evening dramatic performances 
ilnd <1ppearances before the 

crowds which were to gather 
around them each night. The 
press and radio,........,evcn a newsreel 
outfit,........,were waitin'1 to interview 
Dorothy Kimball ,, Keddington. 
Nora Player Richardson and 
Ruth Fox Clawson Shields. Their 
hu3bands. S. Richard Keddinq
ton. Acel Richardson and F. 
Alburn Shields. were fortunatelv 
as talented as their wives. They. 
too. were scheduled to participate 
in the dramatic and entertainmeut 
programs each night of the trek. 
But sometimes each one looked 
like the well-known for}Jotten man 
as he stood in the shadow of the 
background as his wife smiled 
and posed while the news cam
eras flashed and the "brownies" 
clicked. 

Younq Joseph H. Jeppson and 
Lionel Maw represented the two 
boys who participated in Brigham 
Young's oriqinal mi}Jration west
ward. Because they were two of 
Utah's outstanding Eagle Boy 
Scouts. they were given a man's 
share of work each day. And 
they. too, had the press to con
tend with. They even h<1d to pose 
for pictures getting their ears 
washed by the ladies. Is wasn't 
hard to get the prorJcr faci<d grim
ace for those pictures! 

The scene for all this activitv 
wa·s laid on the temple site. One~ 
the spires of the gray limestone 
temple had risen ma 1estically into 
the sky on this plot of }!'round. 
Now. only partially owned by the 
church. the block is a grass cov
ered vacant lot with a softball 
diamond complete with overhead 
night lights marked off in one 
corner and a Catholic P.:uish h<:ill 
in another. The site is situated 
on a dome-like knoll o~vc-rlooking 
the Mississippi river and IW<l r 



ppcr lcfl : De/ore tfw losk begins. 2x4 boards. cwwas couers and a neat pile o/ wagon bows 
Oll'oi/ rlislrilwtion to ln•Hers. Upper ri ghl : After tfw tosk is clon e. Tfte slack o/ . upplie. 
l)('com~·s 71 cot•ererl tl 'O!JOtls complete wil f1 plyu•oocl oxen. Bottom : fudge / oseph C . Jeppson, 
left. and 'vV arren Cannon, right. dee p in the my 'tcry o/ as embling the ir wagon box. -Pfwto. 
Peoria ] ournal. 



C EN ·r 1::: N 1-.J I A L C A I~ AVA N 

Nauvoo's main street. 
For three day3 this block 

had been the center of attention 
once more. Indeed. for the citi
zens of peaceful. little Nauvoo it 
was as if a giant circus had been 
staged there. Instead of the con
ventional 3 rings. however, there 
was a special act going on at 
nearly everv turn of the head 
... Horace Beesley, flutist. and 
Golden Webb. violinist. enter
tained groups of people most of 
S~.nJav afternoon ... Northern 
States, LOS missionaries drew 
crowds with an information booth 
... trek member:; in their pioneer 
garb were a show in themselves 
because they were "Utah Mor
r:Jons." ... Nauvoo residents who 
were history experts on the sub
ject of early Nauvoo had a fol
lowing of their own as they con
ducted discus::;ions and pointed 
out scenic and historical spots. 

All of this activity didn't "just 
happen." The whole spring and 
summer had been one of prepara
tion for the big event. In May 
the Sons of Utah Pioneers had 
sent its advance agent, D. James 
Cannon. to look over the encamp
ment sites and apprise the town 
fathers of the caravan's needs for 
a stage. sanitation facilities, cook
ing fuel and dozens of other de
tails. In May. also. bearded rep
re3entatives of the vigorous N au
voo Chamber of Commerce had 
junketed to Chicago as a publi
city stunt to show the town· s 
readiness for the corning of the 
"Mormons from Utah... Over a 
century ago. Chicagoans might 
well have junketed to Nauvoo for 
some reason or another. because 
Nauvoo, with nearly 20.000 peo
ple. was by far the largest city 
in Illinois. lnl947 Nauvoo's pop
ulation count showed 1200. 

_)-} 

The townspeople had the first 
indication of what was to come 
wh2n on Wednesday. July 9. 
they watched curiously as a huge 
truck marked "Deseret Indus
tries" was relieved of its load of 
wagon bows. thousands of nuts 
and bolts. hundreds of sheets of 
plywood and numerous lengths 
of 2x4 boards. white canvas cov
erings. can3 of paint. and finally. 
over three hundred plywood oxen. 
Willard R. Smith. Salt Lake bank 
executive and creator of the cov
ered wa\=jon tops. was there with 
his son, Paul. to supervise the un
loading on the grass of the temple 
lot. 

Trekkers who could get away 
hom their offices and farms early 
began to trickle into Nauvoo 
Thursday and Friday. Brother 
Willard was there to get them 
off to the right start on construc
tion of their wagon tops. l'vlost of 
them arrived Saturday. July 12. 
in their late-model cars. TIME 
Magazine and other publications 
indicated that all the cars were 
new Studebakers or Buicks. The 
trek commander. Wendell J. Ash
ton, had made it clear early in 
the Centennial year that each ap
plicant for the trek who planned 
to drive should have a car that 
would not break down and cause 
delays. That order all but elimin
ated any old models. 

Nauvoo was new to most of 
the arnvmg Mormons. They 
were awed by the great muddy 
sweep of the Mississippi river dS 

they started over the bridge from 
Keokuk. Iowa. to Hamilton. Illi
nois. Then when they drove 
northward alonq t·he Illinois river 
highway they were moved to re
verential silence as they reviewed 
stories that their fathers and 
grandfathers had told them about 
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Nauvoo in the days of the Pro~ 
phet Joseph Smith. It was difficult 
to believe that this verdant, flow~ 
ered paradise once could have 
been the background for tragedy 
and death. Trekkers' great thrill 
came when they saw the metal 
plaque proclaiminn that Joseph 
Smith's home was just three 
blocks to the west. They were in 
Nauvoo the Beautiful,....-..city of the 
Saints! Their thoughts were com~ 
ing fast as they drove up the hill 
to the Nauvoo business· district. 
At the brow of the hill townspeo~ 
ple directed them to the left ... to 
the site where the great Mormon 
Temple had once stood overlook~ 
ing the whole countryside. 

New arrivals, still dressed in 
modern traveling togs , wer~ a 
trifle startled to see bearded, de~ 
termined-loo~dng men dressed in 
clothes of ~ hundred years ago 
carrying long pieces of lumber on 
their sweatstained shoulders and 
pulling canvas tops over wagon 
bows. It was almost too realistic. 

Horace Beesley and William 
Holbrook from Bountiful were 
already there and had started 
an innovation in wagon construe~ 
tion that the rest of the. camp 
copied. They had found that by 
fitting the frame on the car's 
bumpers so that it was slightly 
off~center they would be able to 
open the car door wide enough 
to climb in with a degree of dig~ 
nity instead of strugglin~ through 
the window, as originally plan~ 
ned. Willard R . Smith used the 
window method, however , and 
shamed many of the younger man 
with his a '""ility. 

Moist heat was also new to 
most of the westerners. When 
the perspirution soaked their 
shirts after a few minutes activity 
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they began to understand the 
meaning of the word humidity. 

Trekkers had been instructed 
by William E. Nelson before 
they left for Nauvoo to equip 
themselves with raincoats. As 
rain began to fall Saturday even~ 
ing while most of them were still 
in the early stages of wagon con~ 
struction , they r~. n for their rain 
coats, wonderinq whether their 
whole trip would be spoiled by 
inclement weather. Bill Holbrook 
suddenly realized that he had 
come off without his raincoat. He 
hurriedly ran to the nearest gen~ 
eral store and purc~ased a large 
one that must have weighed 15 
pounds . According to Horace 
Beesley it sto,oped raining as 
soon as Bro. Holbrook stepped 
out of the store. It was a sign of 
good fortune to the modern pio
neers that Bill Holbrook 's new 
raincoat was not used again dur~ 
in~ the entire trek . 

Brilliant lights which were used 
to illuminate the softball diamond 
on the temple lot were turned on 
when darkness overtook the toil~ 
ing trekkers and the work contin~ 
ued until midnight. " It looks like 
we'll have to work on the Sabbath 
day ," one of the trekkers said , 
"there's still a lot to be done. " 
Wendell Ashton ·~1ust have heard 
that remark because a few min~ 
utes later his voice sounded over 
the public address system pro~ 
vided by Harry N. Poll's sound 
truck announcing , "There will be 
no work done tomorrow. We will 
resume construction at 4: a.m. 
Monday." 

It was the first of ten sleep~ 
short nights. By ~ he time trekkers 
had climbed into their sleeping 
bags or cots it was 1 a.m. Four 
hours later the camp was pretty 
much alive again . 
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T. R . Johnson of Ogden, Utah, 
describes background of one early 
Sunday morning scene: 

Water in Nauvoo, was needed in 
quantities, with temperatures around 94 
degrees. As we worked Saturday we 
drank copiously from the well on the 
Temple lot, in addition to the many 
bottles of 'pop' we purchased at the 
marts of trade. 

Ho ·ever, after v:e learned all the 
water in Nauvoo wells came from shal
low excavations, usually with only plank 
'llatforms over them, and that any 
water or other materials running from 
the pump or kicked or thrown onto the 
platform might well fall into the source 
of our drinking water just below the 
platform, we were a little concerned as 
to the purity of the water. 

Too, the unsavory and certainly un-

sanitary outdoor toilet not far from the 
well did not add to invitingness of it. 
But as perspiration oozed and dripped 
from us, especially while we were work
ing, the lack of pure mountain-fed drink
ing sources troubled us less aqd less. 

Then came Sunday morning, the 
first morning for most of us to awaken 
in camp. Raising ourselves on our el
bows, we looked over the area shortly 
after dawn, and then sat quickly up
right at the sight we saw at the well. 

There were two of the artificially 
dentured older men at the pump. They 
were mo t solicitous of each other, and 
while one performed his dental ablutions 
under the pump spout, the other levered 
the pump handle to produce a generous 
stream. They took turns and as one 
finished washing his plates the other 
rubbed and brushed and washed his 

Tile dramatic personn l of tlw trek gather /or a group picture ell rcdio :dation \VCAZ in 
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under the stream. The water splashed 
and flushed itself from the hands and 
teeth to the plank platform and merrily 
ran back into the well from whence it 
had just come. 

W e carried our thirst with us a long 
time th a t day before we finally succum~ 
bed and went to that well for a drink. 

Under the direction of President 
Creed Haymond of Salt Lake 
City, Northern States missionar~ 
ies were having their mission con~ 
ference the same weekend. The 
town officials hadn't overlooked 
a single place as a possibility for 
living quarters for the mission~ 
aries. For lady missionaries the 
Catholic church in Nauvoo had 
~enerously provided space in its 
dormitories. 

One of the Catholic sisters told 
George A. Bullock that, "We did 
not see a single cigarette butt; we 
did not hear a single word of pro~ 
fanity nor a vulgar story; we did 
not see or hear a single thing 
that was not on a very high plane 
from these good lady missionaries 
of yours." 

Sunday morning the mission of .... 
ficials had scheduled a sunrise 
service to be held near the praves 
of Joseph, Emma and Hyrum 
Smith on the oreen banks of the 
Mississippi ri~er. Trekker·s at~ 
tended .the meeting almost en 
masse, in spite of having only 4 
hours sleep. In the peace of a 
beautiful Sabbath morning, sit~ 
ting on ground hallowed by the 
prophet and his followers , with 
the river, the trees and the sky 
providing a background, the early 
morning congregation had a soul~ 
satisfying experience. Paul B. 
Tanner, of Ogden Sons of Utah 
Pioneers , tells this story: 

Here I experienced one of the most 
profound soiritual awakenings of my 
life. As the story was unfolded...-not 
a new story to me factually, but rather 
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a vibrant recitation of one of the great
est stories ever told ...-I felt within me 
an aroused appreciation a nd love of the 
gospel and my heritage, an excitement in 
r.1y soul to a new enthusiasm to serve 
well and the realization tha t a ll nega tive 
thoughts h ad suddenly disappeared, even 
as the rays of th e morning sun dispelled 
so surely the shadows of the night. And 
here I was, ready to pa rticipa te in a 
partial reenactment of the events that 
followed shortly after the death of the 
prophet. 

In the diaries of most of the 
trekkers, under the date, Sunday, 
July 13, the word Carthage stands 
out. Sunday was about the only 
chance they had to see the well~ 
preserved old jail in which the 
Prophet Joseph and his brother , 
the Patriarch Hyrum Smith , wer ~ 
murdered by a mob with painted 
faces , June 27, 1844. Joseph A. 
McRae who, with his wife,Eunice, 
is the Church representative in 
charge of the jail and grounds, 
took numerous RToups through 
the jail that day. His bushy white 
eyebrows were expres~ive as he 
recounted th.e story of the martyr~ 
dom to his listeners. Brother 
McRae knows the story of the 
jail as well as any living man . 
Visitors were obviously moved 
during the description of the 
assassinations . 

Rnlph G . Sm:th , great~grandson 
of Hyrum, brought with him to 
Carthage the sarr.e watch which 
Hyrum had carried in his pocket 
at the time he was shot. It was 
the first time in 103 years that 
the watch had been at the scene 
of its owner's death. 

Residents of Carthaoe and sur~ 
roundings listened to a radio pro
gram over station WCAZ in 
which a dramatization by trek 
personnel of the martyrdom was 
presented. Elder Spencer W . 
Kimball , special guest and offi-
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see the stone still serving a use~ 
ful purpose. Beinq an ardent 
scouter, he,...........with Desmond An~ 
derson, David 0. Nielsen and 
Alma Riggs,...........had been taken to 
a scout camp about 7 miles south 
of Nauvoo. They were shown 
the mess hall and office which 
was lars1ely constructed of temple 
stone. 

Obligin~ town-speople took 
many trekkers on tours of his~ 
toric spots. With some of his 
Cache County friends, George B. 
Everton toured the town and its 
surroundings. His description of 
the tour follows: 

One of the outstanding features of 
the trek was the kindness with which 
we were received by all who had any 
contact with us as we traveled over the 
trail made by our forebears in their 
westward movement. An example of 
this courtesy was the way in which we 
were received by the Reorganized Church 
of Jesus Christ of Latter~day Saints at 
Nauvoo, of their permitting us to as
semble at the home of Joseph Smith, 
now owned by them, and holding ser~ 
vices there on the banks of the mighty 
Mississippi and afterwards showing us 
some of the places dear to our hearts as 
well as to theirs. 

After the services small groups were 
organized and taken through the Mansion 
House and to other historic spots near 
by, with guides from the Reorganized 
church. It was my good fortune to go 
with a group led by Bp. Seegfried. 
After taking us on the planned tour 
around the Joseph Smith homestead, 
across the street to the Nauvoo House 
and Mansion House, he asked us if we 
would like to see some of the other 
historic spots of the city, to which in
vitation we quickly responded. Some 
of us got in his car with him and the 
others of the group got into another car 
for a tour of the city of Nauvoo which 
proved most interesting. · 

He told us as we drove down the road 
that he probably knew as much as any~ 
one living about the early history of 
Nauvoo and after our tour with him we 
heartily agreed. 
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First he took us west from the Man~ 
sian House to two homes formerly owned 
by Orson Pratt. These homes, he in~ 
formed us, were now his property , hav~ 
ing acquired them several years ago 
when they were just about ready to fall 
apart from neglect. The roofs and parti~ 
tions, at that time, had entirely disap~ 
peared. Now they are in a good state 
of repair having been restored as near 
as possible to their former condition with 
new partitions, roofs etc. 

We then went on down the road and 
around the bend of the Mississippi to 
the foot of Parley's Street. It was from 
here the Saints left Nauvoo that cold 
winter day in 1846 when they crossed 
the river on the ice which was thick 
enough to hold not only themselves 
but also their teams and wagons loaded 
with all their personal belongings which 
they could snatch from the mob who 
threatened to annihilate them unless 
they left immediately. 

It is near this spot where the old 
foundation of the first house built in 
Nauvoo is still standing. 

We then turned up Parley's Street 
and visited the site of the blacksmith 
and wagon shops where the Saints made 
hurried preparation for their departure. 
Green peaceful pastures now greeted us 
as we stood where fear-quickened fe :: t 
had once kept all vestige of vegetation 
from growing. 

Bp. Seegfried then took us on throuqh 
the lower part of town, showing us the 
homes of several church leaders. Brig~ 
ham Young 's, John Taylor's, Wilford 
Woodruff's, Orson Hyde's and Heber 
C. Kimball's being among those we vis~ 
ited. Also the site of the building where 
the Times and Seasons was first pub~ 
lished and the building to which it was 
later moved. 

As we came up the hill to the upper 
part of town, he showed us the building 
once occupied by the Nauvoo Le~ion, 
also the former home of Parley P . Pratt 
both of which are now owned by the 
Catholic Church. These buildings are 
near the Nauvoo Temple site, where we 
were camped and h~d started to build 
our wagons. 

Driving up Main Street, he showed us 
the site of the "Expositor" building. 
A cafe now occupies the building on 
this spot where the smoldering fire of 
trouble burst into flames leading to the 
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death of many Saints and finally to 
their expulsion from their beloved city. 

Our trail next led us east of Nauvoo 
to the rich farm land where many of 
our forebears plowed and sowed with 
high hopes but reaped only sorrow and 
trouble. Here Joseph Smith owned and 
farm ed about 80 acres. Here, John 
Richards, {Grandfather of Hyrum Rich~ 
ards, one of our trekkers) was taken by 
a mob, with several other men while 
harvesting grain, and given 20 lashes 
each. And because he laughed at the 
mob upon being released , was given 20 
more lashes and an injury to his back 
from which he never recovered. 

Here also, was the home of one James 
Ogden, a deputy sheriff in Nauvoo at 
the time the Saints were driven from 
Iliinois. It was while we stopped here to 
take some pictures that Bp. Seegfried told 
us how he, as a young man, had visited 
James Ogden, who at that time was past 
80 years, inquiring after pioneer lore. 
Of h0w he had received from Mr. 
Og::len a story of those troublous times. 
A storv which Mr. Ogden told shame~ 
facedly, not being proud of the fact 
that he had been a party to so low a 
trick. 

The story as told by Bp. Seegfried 
goes something like this: 

"At the time just prior to the expul~ 
sion of the Saints, when feelings were 
running high, several of the Saints were 
convicted of stealing cattle from a num
ber of 'Mormon Haters.' It was a study 
of the court records of these cases that 
1 d me to seek out Mr. Ogden to find 
out what he knew about them." 

"Yes, Mr. Ogden knew about the 
convictions. He had been the person 
who had served the warrants for the 
arrest of several Mormons. He also 
volunteered the information that he 
knew, as he served the warrants, that 
they were innocent of the charges a~ 
gainst them. It was evidently common 
knowledge among the " Mormon Haters" 
that the 'good had been planted.' In 
other words that the cattle had been 
taken by the accusers during the night 
and placed in the corrals of the Saints, 
who found on arising not only the 'plan ~ 
ted cattle ' but also the deputy sheriff 
with a warrant for their arrest". 

Coming back towards town we stop~ 
ped near a small creek and crossed over 
on foot to the old "Mormon Cemetery," 
now overrun by brush, weeds and 
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trees until it is rather hard to find un~ 
less you are well acquainted with its 
location. Many of the headstones are 
still standing but every vestige of in~ 
scription has long since been worn away 
by that slow process of eradication by 
the elements. It was here that our be~ 
loved prophets were supposed to have 
been buried after their martyrdom, the 
mock cortege leading to this spot with 
the caskets which had been robbed of 
their precious load by friends, who in 
turn had laden the coffins with stones 
to mislead the enemy. Here many of 
the Saints were buried both before and 
after the martyrdom of the prophet, but 
little is left to tell who they were or 
which were assigned to which spot for 
their last resting place. This place where 
their bodies were lain 'mid strife and 
trouble, though now overrun and un~ 
kept, was this day serene and peaceful, 
so unlike the time of their burial. 

From there he offered to take us to 
Carthage or any other place of interest 
that we might name, but the hour was 
late and we felt that we could no longer 
impose on his hospitality, so forced a 
conclusion to what proved to be one 
of my most interesting experiences. 

Ernest Parrish was one of those 
whose own father had lived in 
Nauvoo . A stirring benediction 
came to him as he looked at 
homes "built by the hands of my 
own father and grandfather . . . 
stood on the grounds of the little 
schoolhouse where my grand ... 
father first heard the testimony 
of the mis·sionaries." He trod the 
ground where 3 aunts, a great ... 

. grandmother and great ... grandfa ... 
ther lost their lives and were laid 
away in unmarked qraves. "Here 
my father did chores for the Pro ... 
phet Joseph. Here my grand ... 
father joined in uplifting amuse ... 
ments after laborious days work ... 
ing on the House of the Lord." 

The Lord had set aside the 
Sabbath as a day of rest. Trek ... 
kers understood the wisdom of 
the commandment as they recup ... 
Prated from the previous day's 
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labor and contemplated the heavy 
schedule waiting for them on 
Monday. 

* * * 
Bright, new meal tickets with 

numbers around the edge were 
punched for the first and last 
time Monday at breakfast, lunch 
and dinner. Bill Nelson, officer 
of the camp, decided that anyone 
who would go to the trouble of 
dressing up like a trekker could 
have a meal. H·e didn't have the 
time to punch 148 tickets three 
times a day. He had to help 
Joseph Bennion, commissary 
chairman, and Bill Robinson , the 
cook, ,prepare the meal and see 
that it was " dished out" properly. 

Down ... to ... the ... minute timing 
describes the commissary com ... 
mittee 's preparation and serving 
of every meal , beginning with the 
first breakfast. Trekkers found 
the following breakfast items put 
into their mess kits as they passed 
the servina table ·single file Mon ... 
day morning: orange juice; cereal; 
french toast and syrup; bread , 
butter and jam; and cocoa. Men 
who never ate breakfast at home 
·found that their appetites were 
sharp after ~. lot of back ... bending 
work. They sat cross ... legged on 
the grass or found seats on spare 
pieces of lumber to eat their 
breakfast. Food was devoured 
quickly and the men hurried to 
another lineup and waited to dip 
their mess kit·s into steaming tubs 
of water over open fires to clean 
them of any spare food particles. 

Then back to work they went, 
realizing that their tops must be 
on by late afternoon so that they 
could attend the important or ... 
ganization and planning meeting 
for all trekkers. James Bacon of 
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Roosevelt , who had completed 
his outfit, came to the rescue of 
W endell J. Ashton and D. James 
Cannon as they puzzled over the 
p: op2r fitting of boards and bolts 
and canvas . Their work had been 
interrupted every few minutes, 
Bro . Ashton with all the details 
of trek planning , Bro. Cannon 
with the job of escorting news
papermen and photographers 
around in their quest for stories. 

"The first thing Bro. Bacon 
did, " Wendell Ashton writes, 
"was to dismantle all that had 
been done. The holes for the 
bolts were too big . 'They'll rattle 
loose in no time that way,' Bro . 
Bacon said. " He stayed with the 
job all day until it was completed, 
thus saving the day for the camp 
commander who was driving car 
no. 1. 

A major crisis developed dur
ing th@- morning when it became 
evident that the supply of bolts 
was rapidly being exhausted with 
many cars yet to be completed. 
Several inquiries were made in 
Keokuk and other towns,..........all to 
no avail. Desperately, an appeal 
was carried to Nauvoo's Mayor 
Lowell F. Horton. In a very short 
time he produced the boJts,..........in 
pro,per sizes. Mayor Horton, sun
tanned , ·semi-bald, fortyish, with 
a beard which gave him some re
semb!ance to General Sherman 
of Civil War fame , had the happy 
faculty for always beinq there 
when he was needed. How he 
kept his service station and gar
age business going , administered 
the affairs of the town and still . 
had time to take care of any trek .... 
ker ' s requests, will be an eternal 
mystery to his Mormon friends 
from the West. 

One of the marvels to all mem
bers of the carrp durin'"' the trek 
was the virtual absence of bick
ering, back-biting , or dissatisfac
tion. A story told by George A . 
Larson of Ogden humorously il
lustrates the harmony which pre
vailed in camp beginning with 
the opening day. 

E verything had been noing serenely 
during our prepara tions for the Trek. 
while we were building our ''wagons" 
a t N auvoo. Then came Monday morn
ing, with the sta rt w est to beg in ea rly 
th e next morning. 

T. R. Johnson, sa t up in his sleeping 
bag, looked around a t his nearby y awn
ing, drowsy neighbors and sa id: 

"Hey , you guys. Do you like this 
situa tion? This delay and work and 
sweat is getting me down. I'm sick 
and tired of it all. If these so-called 
wise leaders of ours don 't do something 
pre tty quick and make up their minds 
about things, I'm going west in the morn
ing! W a nt to go with me?" 

Of course, everyone realized we were 
going tomorrow anyway, a nd , ge tting 
the " point, " readily chimed in tha t they 
would follow the rebellious T. R. 

Getting dressed, he went from one 
group to another, befo re breakfast, with 
the same belligerent, complaining a tti
tude, and in each instance met with a 
hea rty, rolli cking response, until he came 
to two older brethren ........ the last two to 
be visited . When he put the question, 
"What a bout it? Are you goin ' to w ait 
for these dilly-dallying leaders, or do 
you want to go west with me in the 
morning?" they began to soothe tha t r~·
bellious spi rit. 
. " Brother Johson, let's not h ave any 
trouble," they bega n. "W e've been get
ting a long beautifully so far. There has 
been no quarreling or trouble, a nd it 
would be a shame to spoil that feeling 
nQw. Why don 't we all just bear our 
personal troubles and control our feel
ings, just for the sake of peace and ha r
mony while we are together. " 

With a twinkle in his eyes which w as 
not noticed by these two brethren, Bro
ther Johnson exploded : 

"Phooey! If you fellows want to 
follow b lindly these leaders of ours, 



Top: Chow line / onn- to th e rigl1t as trekk er await the ir lum to be ervcd at th e /ir t ol/icial 
meal. M onda y, ]uly lei. Bollom : Close-up o/ chow lin e show c tal c cna lor Elios Day prc
sidill[l at tl1i lillie " lea party" w ith canned gropc/ruil juice as tl1c beverage. 



CENTENNIAL CARAVAN 

okay. But as for me, I'm going west in 
the morning," and he stalked off in a 
huff, got his mess kit and went to break
fast while the two brethren shook their 
heads sorrowfully. 

Before the noon hour Monday, 
two operators at the little Nauvoo 
telephone exchange situated on 
the east side of the temple lot 
were kept busy receiving long~ 
distance calls inquiring as to the 
Tuesday driving schedule of the 
72 vehicles. The Centerville , 
Iowa, chamber of commerce asked 
if the trek would please come to 
its city park Tuesday noon for 
cold lemonade, a swim in the city 
swimming pool and lunch. D r. 
Marcus Bach, head of the depart~ 
ment of religion, University of 
Iowa, phoned from Iowa City to 
ask permission to join the trek be~ 
fore its departure early Tuesday 
morning and accompany it west 
to Salt Lake City. Dr. Bach de~ 
sired to take moving pictures and 
use his new wire~recording set 
at the trek programs. Keokuk 
and Montrose, Iowa, wanted to 
know the exact time that the trek 
would arrive in their towns . 

* * * 
The Catholic~owned parish 

hall located next to the southwest 
corner of the lot, which had been 
used almost constantly Saturday 
and Sunday by the Northern 
States missionaries was again 
otfered for use by the Mormon r, 
when the trekkers assembled 
there at 4 p.m. The meeting had 
been planned months in advance 
by the Sons of Utah Pioneers ex~ 
ecutive board as a solemn gath~ 
ering to impress every trekker 
with the far~reaching importance 
of a ·faithful, well~executed reen~ 
actment of Brigham Young 's orig~ 
inal trek. Each man, woman 
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and boy was charged with in~ 
dividual responsibility in making 
the trek a success. 

Wendell J. Ashton, president 
of the Sons of Utah Pioneers and 
trek commander, presided over 
and conducted the meetins:J . Elder 
and Sister Spencer W . Kimball 
were present as special guests, 
Elder Kimball acting in his offi~ 
cial capacity as <1 representative 
of the general authorities of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter~ 
day Saints. 

Brother Ashton introduced the 
two captains of hundreds , Wil~ 
liam E . Nelson and Willard R. 
Smith, the five captains of fifties 
and the fourteen captains of tens. 
Then each trekker introduced 
himself briefly to the others. 

Later, Wendell Ashton wrote 
this description of the personnel: 

Ours was an unusual group. We had 
four stake presidents and a number of 
bishops. With us were a member of 
the central Y.M.M.I.A. superintendency, 
a former president of the Salt Lake 
Chamber of Commerce and a former 
president of the United States Dental 
Association. There were a bank presi
dent and a bank cashier, and a college 
student body president. There were 
farmers , industrialists, lawyers and 
judges. All were descendants of Mormon 
pioneers who had reached Salt Lake 
V alley before the coming of the rail
road in 1869. All wore authentic pio
neer clothes. The observer could not 
distinguish a landscape ~ardener from 
an insurance executive. All were pio
neers.---'and brothers on this trip. 

As in the 184 7 trek , the car.r"' 
had a set of rules and regulations, 
and a job for every man. William 
E . Nelson and his chosen man as 
captain of the guard, Ralph G . 
Smith, pointed out that there 
would be nightly guard duty in 
which every man would partici~ 
pate once during the eight nights . 
K.P . assignments, sanitation de~ 
tail and other jobs had been .out~ 



auvoo . .. three of tf1e mo t unforgettable days in our lives. Caught a group of wagons in 
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lined and presented to the cap .... 
ta ins of tens for fulfillment of 
assignments. One company of 
ten was to .perform an assignment 
as a unit , thus insuring maxi .... 
mum efficiency. 

"Wagons" were to travel in 
a certain order each day , so John 
W . Boud, personnel officer and 
a captain of fifty , had gummed 
stickers with white numbers on 
a field of black for each driver 
to paste one to the windshield 
and one to the rear of his wagon 
box . Numbers indicated the 
place of each car in the caravan. 
The cars were to travel in co'm .... 
panies of ten. Ec::.ch car had two 
men , and each company five cars . 
The cars within the company 
were· to stay SJ feet apart , with 
300 feet between companies. 

Similarity of organization of 
the 1947 trek to its 1847 counter .... 
part was carried further. The 
184 7 group had a chorus . And 
so did 1947's. It was led by 
G eor ge C . Lloyd of Salt Lake. 
Luke Johnson was physician in 
President Young 's group. Dr. 
John C . Stocks of Bountiful, 
whose mother was born on the 
plains , was official physician for 
the reenactment. Rattlesnake oil 
was sometimes used to treat 
''black leq-" of the original trek .... 
kers. The modern group had 
their medicines , a whole carload 
of them, voluntarily provided by 
John H. Wessman, a pharmacist 
of Malad, Idaho. (Mosquito re .... 
pellent and nc-doze tablets were 
to prove hi·s most popular ar .... 
tides .) 

Like the original pioneers, the 
1947 organization had a bugler 
and fiddler. Blacksmiths were in 
Brigham Young 's ~roup ; three 
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auto mechanics were in the cen
tennial group. They had William 
Clayton, author of " Come, Come, 
Y e Saints;" the new band of pio
neers had Alfred M . Durham, 
who wrote the hymn, "This Is 
The Place." 

Willard R. Smith , who had 
spent long , work-filled months 
designing and perfecting the wag .... 
on tops and plywood oxen, gave 
directions for the care and pre .... 
servation of the precious adorn .... 
ments . Bro. Smith humbly retold 
the story of the careful steps to 
make the tops and oxen as rea} .... 
istic as possible. Every trekker 
paid an unspoken tribute to this 
man who had been given one of 
the most difficult---c.:1d impor
tant---of all the the trek assiqn
ments and had inspiringly ful .... 
filled his task. 

"Please listen careiully while 
I outline procedure in getting 
your cars serviced along the 
way, " Grover Dunford announc
ed. Having been appointed to 
orient trekkers on refueling ·stops , 
Brother Dunford then read the 
names of service stations in towns 

. which had been forewarned of 
the trek 's arrival. " As we get 
farther west there will be several 
places where a gasoline truck will 
come to the camp qround to re .... 
fuel us, " Bro. Dunford said. · 

George Lloyd, camp music di .... 
rector and leader of the chorus, 
distributed copies of L. D. S . 
hymns to be used by the person .... 
nel at evening programs. 

The trek "brochure," a 48 
paqe booklet prepared by Wen
dell J. Ashton as just one of his 
pre .... trek responsibilities, was also 
di·stributed . Labeled . "Souvenir 
Program and Guide for the Utah 
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Centennial Trek," the paper
bound book contained a descrip..
tion and history of every stop..
ping point in the itinerary, the 
sequence of each night's program, 
pioneer pictures of scenes along 
the route , a map of cross county 
travel, and the name and short 
biography of every participant. 

Highpoint of the program came 
when Elder Kimball was called 
upon to speak and pray. It 
would be difficult to imagine what 
was in each trekker 's mind ~s, 
Spencer W. Kimball arose, but 
when he had finished speaking 
and praying it was clear that all 
persons were moved by the 
knowledge that this special guest 
was indeed a man of God. 

He gave thanks for the privi..
lege of participating in a great 
historical event. He expressed a 
desire to become well-acquainted 
with every trek member as soon 
as possible. His remarks clearly 
demonstrated his faith in every 
leader and every member of the 
trek . Spencer Kimball did not 
issue minute instructions and ad..
vice to his listeners. He did not 
lecture them. Instead, he express
ed the hope that he too would be 
worthy of this great opportunity. 

Elder Kimball bowed his head 
and asked God for His guidance 
over the caravan. He prayed for 
a peaceful. happy journey. The 
trekkers knew in their hearts that 
the Lord was listening . 

Many wagon ·t.ops were yet to 
be finished , dinner was yet to be 
eaten , and the trekkers and the 
camp were yet to be cleaned up 
before the first evening program 
was to start at' 7:30 p.m.-----just 
before the approach of darkness . 
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Hundreds of people were already 
gathering for the performance. 
No time to get a few minutes of 
much needed rest, there was too 
much to do in too short a time! 

The arrival of Vida Fox Claw..
son's "historic train" from Salt 
Lake City Monday afternoon was 
a time of rejoicing for many of 
the men whose loved ones were 
members of Mrs. Clawson's 
group. This company had been 
visiting several points of int~rest 
and had now arrived in Nauvoo 
to see the first program. Plans 
had been carefully made by Mrs. 
Clawson for her group to meet 
the trek again at Garden Grove, 
Omaha and North Platte. 

Grover C . Dunford learned 
Monday afternoon that it's "al
ways good for a man to be on 
his best behavior. " He was tak~n 
by surprise when he saw three 
familiar figures coming towar.-:l 
him with arms outstreched. 
Unannounced, hi..> wife, Hazel. 
daughter , Mary Lou and niece , 
Evelyn Sutton, had dropped in 
on him , having come all the way 
·from Los Angeles to see their 
favorite trekker. 

A crowd estimated at 2000 to 
3000 rimmed the softball diamond 
on the temple lot, facing the stage 
which was formed by hay wagons 
placed together over home plate. 
There was a central stage for 
the speakers and honored guests 
during the first part of the pro
gram, and for the dramatic pro
duction following. A smaller, 
auxiliary stage had been set up 
for the chorus . To the south of 
the central sta~e in back of the 
two old frame buildin~s built by 
the French Icarians following the 
exodus of the Mormons, was a 



Top: The varied activity takin g place late Ioncla y a/temoon on tl1e temple site in Nauvoo is 
caught in an air vi w photo /umislwcl by '1erl Cront Dixon. Lower lefl : 0//icial trek c fwru · 
members raising tl1e ir vo ices in song ore, lefl lo righl, 13urt l3igler, Wallace j ohnson, A ldan 
Ander on, La Ve1Te Adams, Freel Curtis, George W oodbury, Alvin Kecldington, and director 
George Lloyd. Lower righl: One o/ the clroma tic scenes pre entecl i{l Nauvoo i portrayed by 

Ierrill, Alder, Cannon, fiche! en, IcClellan, Shipley, Likes and Urry. 
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rectangular tent to be used as a 
dressing room for the thespians. 

As the fiery sun sank over the 
treetops on the west side of the 
Mississippi , a reverent hush fell 
over the audience as they caught 
the full beauty of that moment. 
Surrounding them were the new
ly-completed · covered wagons , 
providing a vivid background to 
a memorable occa·sion. Above 
the wagon tops, in the second 
story windows of the Catholic 
dormitory were the white head
dresse·s of the nuns. They too wer·e 
interested in seeina and hearing 
what the Mormons would say 
at their first mass return to Nau
voo in 101 years. 

Out of the silence came the 
clear notes of a trumpet playing 
"Taps," and another trumpet 
echoing the not,es. The first tr·ek 
program was underway! 

Ma·ster of Ceremonies was 
Willard R. Smith, second vice
president of the Sons of Utah 
Pioneers. Honored guests were: 
Elder and Mrs. Spencer W. Kim
ball, Senator T. Mac Downing of 
the Illinois State Legislature and 
Mrs. Downing, Mayor and Mrs. 
Lowell F . Horton of Nauvoo, and 
President GeorHe E . Anton of the 
Nauvoo Chamber of Commerce 
and Mrs. Anton. Dr. Creed Hay
mod, president of the Northern 
States L.D.S . Mission offered the 
invocation. H2 asked the Lord 
that peace ~ and goodwill abide 
where once was strife. He 
thanked the Fat~er of all for 
freedom and a blessed land. 

The Sons of Utah Pioneers 
chorus , led by George Lloyd, 
sang " School Thy Feelings," an 
L.D.S. hymn by Charles W . 
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Penrose. Wen dell J. Ashton next 
spoke on,"The Centennial Trek," 
te.Iling the story of its develop~ 
ment and purpose as only he 
knew it. He th:n presented a 
pair of Indian~made , leather 
gloves , beautifully beaded on the 
backs, to Senator T. Mac Down~ 
ing. The gloves were prepared 
under the direction of the Roose~ 
velt , Utah , chapter of the S.U.P 
To Mayor Horton, President 
Ashton presented a copper serv
ing tray. A paper weight bearing 
a metal portrayal of handcart 
pioneers was given to President 
Anton. 

A speech long to be remem
bered by the audience and especi
ally by the trekkers wa-s then 
given by Senator Downing. The 
portentousness of his words c:-- · 
be partially realized through a 
readinH of them. The words were 
given life and meaning , however, 
by the Senator's eloquence conoled 
with his obvious integrity. From 
his notes , Senator Downing pre
pared the following outline of his 
soeech at the request of L. Bu:· ·_ 
Bigler. 

The Hon. Dwight H . Green, 
Governor of the great State of 
Illinois, is at the moment in the 
capital city of Utah, from which 
our distinguished and welcome 
quests of the eveninq have so late
ly come and to which they will 
too soon return. He directs me to 
present to you his congratulations , 
best wishes and deepest regrets at 
his inability to be present to wish 
you godspeed on this historic occa~ 
sion. 

In the year of 1947, as a mem
ber of the Illinois Legislature, one 

• cannot help but be deeply im
pressed with contrast of today and 
100 years ago. At that time Gov
ernor Ford of Illinois was report -
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ing to the Illinois Legislature of 
the progress of a war in Nauvoo. 
In those 100 years, civilzation in 
Illinois has come a long way. 
Then, by incitement and inflam~ 
mation, the people of this section 
declared open war against a peo~ 
pic who had the will and the de~ 
termination to worship God as 
they chose. Now, we are happy, 
as a great part of the same great 
State, to welcome the sons and 
daughters of those brave people 
back to the land of their forebe ars 
and to a state and people who be~ 
lieve in tolerance and the right of 
all people to worship as they 
choose. 

The Mormon trek from this 
historic spot is one of the most 
famous in all history. Their lead~ 
ers, who had voluntarily surren ~ 
dered to avoid bloodshed, slain, 
their homes pillaged, and with only 
the setting sun as their goal, this 
brave band of 143 men, 3 women 
and 2 boys souqht a home in a 
land free from persecution. This 
group was a nucleus of the many 
thousands who followed and es~ 
tablished a great city in the Rock~ 
ies and developed the great state, 
which is now a sister of ours, in 
the most wonderful union th e 
world · has ever known. 

Certainly, no event in the his
tory of man has done more in 
establishing the doctrine of deter~ 
mination to win, careful planning, 
and loyalty to a cause. 

After a lapse of 100 years our 
guests of tonight can take pride in 
the fact ·that time has mellowed 
and enriched the accomplishment 
which will pass on to their progeny 
living and yet unborn, and tha t 
100 years from now, when th eir 
childr,en's children and grandchil~ 
dren shall again reenact the stir
ring events of 1847, the bravery 
and determination of those pio~ 
neers shall not dim, but shall shi" e 
with increased brilliance. 

And so your sister State of Illi ~ 
nois welcomes you on this anni
versary. It appreciates your inter
est in the part of its soil which 
you consider your origin. It takes 
pride, with you, in your magnifi~ 
cent accomplishments in the West. 
You comprise an outstanding seg-
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mwt of leading America ns . W e, 
too , are happy for you. 

Speaking, then, for the govcr~ 
nor of Illinois and the la wmaking 
bodies of this state , we rejoice th a t 
in the lapse of 100 years no war 
exists in Nauvoo. The inflamma~ 
tory tongues of criticism and in ~ 
citement are still. W e stand ha nd 
in hand as tolerant peoples, each 
rejoicing in the well~being , happi ~ 
ness and accomplishments of the 
other. And so the states of Iowa, 
Nebraska and Wyoming will join 
with Illinois in wishing you God 
speed on your reenactment of th is 
historic event, and until y ou ay 
again as you enter the borders of 
your beautiful city, "This Is the 
Place," 

From the sonH books they had 
received just a few hours befor 
all the trekkers joined in the sinSJ
ing of "How Firm Foundation ," 
<1 favorite among Mormon con
greg .. Aions. 

Most Illinoisans and Iowan ~ 
who were there that night had 
never heard 2 Mormon Apostle 
speak. They were curious . to 
hear what t' -. is man, Spencer W . 
Kimball would say. Would he 
condemn to hell fire and brim
stone the people of Illinois who 
had driven his fore-fathers out? 
Would he spew forth the bitter
ness of a displaced people who 
were forced to move to a place 
no one else wanted? Perhaps 
this man would cry repentance 
to these non-believ ers and de
nounce them if they did not join 
the true church. 

A whimsical smile played 
around the corners of Elder Kim
ball's mouth as he started to 
speak. It was a friendly smile 
that was destined to appear at 
some time in every speech he 
gave along the trek. His voice 
was soft, but very clear , and it's 
tone was congenial. His theme 
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wa·.s not denunciatory, it was 
pleasant. His thoughts were hap .... 
py ones and he gave voice to the 
joy he had had Sunday and Mon .... 
day to see these story spots of 
Mormonism. He told, in plain 
but touching terms the experience 
of visiting his grandfather's (He .... 
ber C. Kimball) home. He hu -1 

been deeply moved by the 194·. 
·.:; pirit of cordiality and hospitality 
toward the Mormons. There was 
no bitterness amonq Mormons, he 
said, because they had gone to 
a land which, although difficult 
to subdue, was now a productive 
land. He told of beautiful moun .... 
tains, fields of waving grain, 
towns and cities bursting with 
activity and industry. There was 
no need for regret or hatred 
among a people who had found 
happiness in the " mountain of 
the Lord 's house" in the far west. 

Elder Kimball spoke from his 
heart and the people listened. 

He drew analogies and illustra .... 
tions from a background which 
included lifelong experiences with 
farmers, ranchers and business 
and professional people. He had 
known the hardships of frontier 
life in Arizona. He had grown 
to appreciate and love his fellow 
beings. His audience felt tha ;· 
they knew this humble servant 
because he exemplified the traits 
which encourage friendship. 

(Note: Elder Kimball's Car .... 
thage radio speech, which provid .... 
ed much of the background for his 
Nauvoo speech is found in com .... 
,olete form in "Acts and Epistles," 
found at the back of this book.) 

The long .... awaited dramatic 
presentation followed Brother 
Kimball's remarks. The chairs 
and their honored occupants were 
moved off the main stage to a 
central location out on the ball 
diamond. It was dar:~ up there 

Elder S pencer W . Kiml>cdl speaks a rap t attention is given by 
( le fl lo right ) \Vm. F.. N elson, \\fenclell f. A shton, \ Villari R. 
Smil/1 (face no l visible ).Pres. Creecl H aymond, Sen. T. Mac 
D ott•nin g, 0layor LOtt•e /1 F. I lort on anJ G eorge Anton. 
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as the stage hands hurried to get 
everything in place, and last min .... 
ute instructions were given by 
the actor-dir-ector , Francis Urry. 

Then a brilliant light flashed 
on at the north end of the stage. 
There stood Byron Openshaw, 
narrator. He began to read from 
the pages of the loose leaf binder 
cradled in his arm. It was the 
first of many bouts Byron Open
shaw was to have with multitu
dinous insects which were invari
ably attracted by that one, lone 
bright light. At a set point in 
his narration (see script at back 
of book) , it had been prearranged 
for Charles S. Merrill to stand up 
from the audience and take issue 
on a particular point in the story. 
Then he was to move forward 
protesting what was being said. 

Willard R. Smith , the emcee 
of the program, w 2s uninformed 
of this plan and b2came very per .... 
turbed , thinking that maybe this 
was the sign of a modern up
rising of the mob spirit . It was 
a few seconds before Bro. Smith's 
anxiety was relieved by his re ..... 
cognition of his distant relative , 
Charlie Smith Merrill. 

(Readers may visualize to a 
certain degree the excellency of 
the Nauvoo drama by reading the 
script in the " Act-5 and Epistles" 
section of this book.) 

The chorus and audience joined 

in the singing of "America" at 
the close of the program. La .... 
Verre V. Adams offered the 
benediction. 

* * * 

Nauvoo was the beginning of 
many hardships wl ich the non
participant could not envision as 
happening on an s ..... day motor 
trip . Dick Lambert tells of work
ing in the hot sun all day, retir 
ing at midniaht after the pro
gram, and arising again at 1 a .m. 
to take his tur~1 at 0uard duty . 
He went back to bed at 3 a .n. 
Reveille was sounded at 4:30 a .m. 
He faced his first day 's travel 
with 2 ~ hours of fitful sleep to 
fortify him. Hi·s story is typical 
of the experiences of every trek
ker. During the whole trip no 
one enjoyed a normal night's rest . 

Guard duty was more than a 
reenactment of an important pio
neer activity. Wallace P . John
son learned that , although in this 
modern day there was no need 
for guards to arouse the camp in 
case of an attack from the enemy, 
there was plenty of reason to 
help a trekker in need. Brother 
Johnson tells of seeinQ an object 
in the center of camp ground 
which was moving slightly. H e 
flashed his light on it and ·saw a 
man sitting on a box with his 
head and shoulders hunched over. 

T o p : D ouirl Lorscn lends o !w iping Tw nd to ]o f1n 'vV essma n wllilt• lH' orro nws his trunklood 
o{ /irst c: id supplies. l3ollorn : A goocl p11Micity stunt is sloged Dy Rut/1 .. hields and Nora 
Richardson as they .crub tf1 c ears o/ caul ]oe Jeppson and Lionel 1'-Tow. Dorothy Keddin g
Ion costs an op JHOPing glan ce.·-Pfw to, Quincy llero fd Whig. 
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Bro. Johnson heard him moaning 
so he hurried over to aive aid. It 
was John F. Howells. Jr. of Los 
Angeles who was sufh.ring ap~ 
parently from the effect of the 
hot sun during the Monday work~ 
ing hours. Bro. Johnson got a few 
drug·s to help ease the pain. Bro~ 
ther Howells then asked him if 
he would administer to him. Bro~ 

ther Johnson aroused two other 
brethren from their beds to assist 
.in the administration. U,pon com~ 
pletion of the blessing, Brother 
Howells stepped away a few 
yards and vomited . Then he 
said , " Brethren, I am almost 
well. " To those brethren it was 
a manifestation of heavenly 
mercy in time of suffering . 

Top : The local newspaper carried this shot o/ trek leaders cTw rlin g the course in t1w du st o/ tTw 
temple site at Nau voo. Left lo ri ghl : \ Vm. E. l elson. Vlillard R. Smit/1, 'N endell Asht on wieldin g 
tlw tick, B. S pencer Y oung and D. )ames Cannon. Bollom : l\ o linen napkins or sterl ing iluer 
at thi banquet ... in /act, no fancy / ixings at all. M eals on tfw trek ore sc>rued / rom tlw pot 
lo a tin mess kit and the diner takes hi place on tTw ground to part ake o/ tTw Tw ndiwork of c fw/ 
Robinson and his crew.-Pholo by Peo ri a Journal. 
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The First Day......-Tuesday, 
July 15 

The routine of starting out 
each day ,_..,which had been plan-
ned weeks before in the Board 
room of Zion's Savings Bank in 
Salt Lake City,_..,was established 
that Tuesday morning at Nau-
voo. Everyone was supposed to 
aris~ at the sound of reveille, 
wash, dress and prepare his per-
sonal effects and wagon for trav-
eling unless he had been assigned 
a special camp duty. Captains of 
hundreds, fifties and tens met 
with the camp commander to dis-
cuss plans for the day, make sug-
gestions on camp procedure and 
report on welfare of the person-
nel. Following the captains' 
meeting, the whole camp was 
called into formation for the post
in1 of the colors and the pledge 
o£ allegiance to the United States 
of America. Prayer was offered 
each morninH by a camp member 
to invoke God'·s guidance. In
structions for the day's travel, 
stops at points of interest, and 
rout~ to be followed were then 
niven by camp commander Ash-
ton and captain of the guard 
Ralph Smith. 

It was still early when the trek-
kers dashed back to their car·.s 
for their mess kits to start break-
fast, but already the townspeople 
had begun to arrive at the camp 
to witness departure preparations. 

* * * 
The Fox Movietone News 

cameraman had made careful ar-
rangements for the caravan to 
move at a certain speed and to 
stop at certain points so that he 
would have time to get set up 
for the next shot. As the trekkers 
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made ready to move , he had 
perched himself on the top of a 
truck in front of the " Mormon" 
theatre on Nauvoo 's Main street. 
A plane was circling overhead 
waiting for the caravan to start 
moving so that it·.s occupa nts could 
take pictures . The mayor, town 
marshc:1l and several Illinois high-
way patrolmen had asked that 
the caravan travel through the 
business district and then swing 
back onto the road that led down 
to the " flats " past Joseph Smith's 
Mansion House, Nauvoo House, 
and thence onto the river high
way. 

Across the river the people of 
Keokuk and Montrose were wait
ing by the hundreds to greet the 
Mormon trek. 

As per instructions , the sound 
truck was driven to the center 
of the camp by Harry N. Poll. 
Then By Openshaw's resonant 
voice was heard reminding the 
trekkers to climb into their ve-
hicles and get ready to depart . 
"All right ," he call ed out, " Car 
No 1 start your motor and drive 
onto the street. Car No. 2 get 
ready. " Wendell A.shton and 
Jim Cannon had sld into the 
front seat of Wen d ell's qray-
green '46 Ford,_..,Car No.1 . Camp 
commander Ashton reached for 
his car keys. Not in that pocket. 
He ,probed into his other trouser 
side pocket. Not there. " Jim, 
have you got that extra set of 
keys I gave you when we left 
Salt Lake?" 

" No , Wendell, don 't you re
member my givinH them to you 
yesterday so you could get into 
the trunk? " 

President Ashton's hand was 
thrust into one back ,pocket, then 



Top lefl: The planting o/ tfw /irs! blue spruce at Nau voo look place Tu esday m orning, w itl1 
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. l(ll'l s rollin g /rom Nauvoo lw sines distric t to tfH, 7auvoo "flat . "..--Pfloto, Quincy llerald Wflig. 
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the other. Still no key. He clap~ 
ped both hands to the pockets of 
his pioneer shirt. Then he dug 
down inside. Where could those 
keys be? The thousands waited 
for the trek to start moving . Trek~ 
kers were gunning their motors, 
wondering why Car No. 1 hadn't 
started. 

'Tll go over to where we were 
par ked yesterday and see if the 
keys are on the ground,'' Jim 
called over his shoulder as he 
raced across the softball diamOI;d. 

Prespiration was standing out 
on Brother Ashton's forehead (he 
claimed afterward it was blood) 
as the highway patrolmen and 
a few trekkers gathered around 
to learn the cause of the delay. 
Wen dell had given all his pockets 
another thorough searching, as 
well as ever-, other possible hid~ 
ing place. Then, under the stress 
of the mome.nt, he remembered 
that his keys were in the ,pocket 
of the shirt he had worn the day 
before. That shirt was in the 
trunk. Jim was back from his un~ 
successful search, so he hurried 
around and gave the trunk handle 
a jerk. Locked . Then the advice 
began to flow through the win~ 
dows. 

" PuE off the igniti011 wires and 
put them together. Then you can . 
start the motor." 

"That won't do any qood
these Fords are made ·so that the 
steering wheel is locked by the 
ignition key. He wouldn ' t be able 
to drive anyway. " 

From another one: "Pull the 
back of the rear seat down. You 
can get into the trunk that way. " 

That discouraging voice again . 
" Nope, these Fords have steel 
f!irclers between the back seat and 
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the trunk. You wouldn' t be able 
to get through." 

Visions of a long delay passed 
through Brother Ashton 's tor~ 
mented mind as he calculated the 
time it would take to make an 
ignition. key. All those wonder~ 
ful plans would ao askew with 
this little tragedy! 

While the fretting was going 
on about what to do, one high~ 
way patrolmen slipped around to 
the trunk, grabbed the handle, 
gave it a quick twist and the 
door came up as if by magic . 
Yesterday's shirt was found and 
the key was there. 

At last the caravan could start! 
One of the more conscientious 

trekkers. Paul Tanner, had lin~ 
gered a little longer at his job of 
camp sanitation to make sure that 
no one would accuse the Mormons 
of being unclean. When he fin
ished his task he started looking 
for Car 24-his car-but founJ 
t!L::tt it had already left. Th( 
sto,":> down the str·eet, he thou ,., l· · 
<nd I can catch my companio11 
then. . 

As several more wagons left 
the temple lot , Bro. Tanner be
gan to get worried , so he started 
running. The cars kept moving 
and he was almost at the rear of 
the caravan so he hopped aboard 
one of the wagons, and then pro~ 
ceeded to go forward from one 
to the other ca.ch time that the 
caravan slowed up. By the time 
he could see No. 24 ahead of him 
he suddenly realized that the car~ 
had simply gone around several 
city blocks and were right back 
at the temple lot a~ain! To eli~ 
max the experience, Brother Tan~ 
ner, skinned his shins as he 
climbed through the car window. 

Many tears were seen to be 
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shed that morning, both by trek~ 
kers and townspeople as the car~ 
avan proceeded along the high~ 
way leading out of town. It had 
been a thrilling three · days in 
which many friendships had been 
made with the kindly people of 
Nauvoo and the surrounding 
towns. 

It was the beginning .......... the trek~ 
kers were soon to learn .......... of a 
continual parade. People were 
lining both sides of the road as 
the caravan moved along. Auto
mobiles had 2rrived at certain 
vantage points on the highway so 
that the occupants could get a 
better look and shoot their pic~ 
tures. 

Obediently, the trek came to 
a stop so that the movie men 
could race ahead and get their 
pictures. In addition to the Fox 
Movietone News man, there were 
others: Sullivan Richardson, a 
trekker who had arranged to take 
colored movies of the whole trip, 
Dr. Marcus Bach of the Univer~ 
sity of Iowa, and a group from 
Minneapolis who represented an 
educational film concern. The 
camp ·still photographer, Bishop 
W. Claudell Johnson, was with 
Brother Richardson on his war 
·surplus weapons carrier. 

The highway patrol car led 
the caravan alon9 the curves of 
the river his:Jhwav for several 
miles and then made a right turn 
on to the Keokuk bridge. There 
was no toll charge for trekkers, 
and the caravc:.n crossed the 
broad Mississippi. The patrol car 
stopped at the Iowa side where 
hundreds jammed the sidewalks 
of the bridge. Ralph G. Smith, 
captain of the guard, and the llli~ 
nois highway officer climbed out 
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of the patroi car to announce that 
this was where the Iowa state 
police took over. Behind the pa~ 
trol car was the maroon Mercury 
in which Nauvoo's mayor and 
marshal were ridinCT. They drop~ 
ped back to Car No. 1 and auto
graphed the plywood oxen. 

Keokuk's mayor, chamber of 
commerce executives and news~ 
men extended an official greeting 
to the trek through Wendell 
Ashton. The trek then moved 
through the street·s of 'Keokuk's 
business district and turned right 
in the center of town to take the 
Iowa river road to Montrose. 

The caravan was about an hour 
late on its careful schedule. 

One of the finest news~pictures 
of the entire trek was taken by 
the Des Moines Rec..ister~ Tribune 
photographer from atop a build~ 
ing at Montrose, looking down 
on the covered wagons which 
were parked near the river's edge 
at a spot set aside for the ·short 
program at Montrose. The fresh · 
white canvas tops and the oxen 
were surprisingly true to life in 
that picture. 

Again, the trekkers were greet~ 
ed by hundreds of onlookers . 
Harry Poll's sound truck was all 
ready for the program to bes:Jin . 
A microphone had been extended 
out to a grassy spot under the 
trees. Wen dell Ashton greeted 
the people, and the men'·s chorus, 
led by George Lloyd, sang an 
opening number. Montrose May~ 
or L. W. Deerfield was presented 
with a model replica of a Mormon 
covered wagon as a memento of 
the trek. He, in turn, gave a cor~ 
dial greeting to the caravan on 
behalf of the citizens of Montrose. 

Tudge Jesse P. Rich of Logan 
delivered the main address. He 
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told of many of the historic inci~ 
dents in which Montrose played 
such an important part, and gave 
some of the background leading 
up to the exodus from Nauvoo in 
February of 1846. He reminded 
the citizens that it was there in 
Montrose that Joseph Smith had 
prophesied, on Aunust 8, 1842, 
that the Saints would go west to 
the Rocky Mountains and there 
become "a mighty people." 

Elder Kimball gave the first of 
many extern p or an eo u s short 
s.peeches. His remarks brought 
forth the same interested, friend~ 
ly reaction from his audience that 
his previous night's speech had 
done. 

T. Earl Sessions of Bountiful 
tells of the interesting remarks of 
an elderly gentleman, Mr. Fred 
Norton, durinq the stop at Mon~ 
trose : 

1. He was an old man of 82 years, but 
he remembered well the stories his father 
told him. He knew the man who shot the 

. Prophet, and told me that immediately 
afte r that shooting the man went stone 
hlind, never again to look upon a human 
fa ce. 

2. So far as he knew the Mississippi 
has never been frozen over except that 
winter of 1846; but then the ice was 
heav" enough to hold up the wagons for 
the Saints to cross. As soon as the last 
wa~on had crossed over, the ice began 
to crack and break, and was seen float~ 
ing down the river, leavin~ the enemy 
on the Nauvoo side. 

3. When the Mormons were en ~ 
camoed across the river in Nauvoo, they 
w ere short of food and did not know 
how to obtain any. But they went to 
the Lord in prayer, asking for assistance 
in obtaining the necessities. Before long, 
Yvild game, such as rabbits and qame 
birds, came into the vicinity so plenti ~ 
fully that the Saints had no reason to 
leave camp for meat. 

These stories were so unusual that 
I called President Horace P. Beesley to 
hear them, and Mr. Norton repeated 
them to him almost word for word as 
he had told them to me. 
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As the trekkers looked across 
the river to Nauvoo, it was easy 
to imagine ·seeing the spire of the 
sacred Temple, and ·feel the lone~ 
liness the Saints must have felt 
1 01 years ago as they looked 
back for the last tin:e on their be~ 
loved city across the ice~packed 
river. 

* * * 
Centerville, Iowa , had been in~ 

formed that the caravan would 
arrive at 11:30 a.m., so , after the 
brief program, the trekkers hur~ 
ried back to their cars, mindful 
that a fast pace was essential to 
meet the schedule. Centerville 
was· 93 miles away. 

The Iowa state patrolman was 
asked to lead off and keep about 
a 40 mile an hour pace. Cara~ 
vaners hadn't reckoned with the 
combination of the rolling hills of 
Iowa , the summer heat, and the 
heavy pull of the canvas tops. It 
wasn't very many miles before 
most of the cars began to over~ 
heat. It was not known how 
many of the cars in the rear had 
dropped back to cool off. Car 
No. 1 was the first car in the lead 
group to pull off the road into a 
service station, however. Instruc~ 
tions were given to Willard Smith 
to conduct the program at Cen~ 
terville in case Wendell Ashton '-s 
car was delayed. Cars were then 
\vaved on , but a full dozen fol~ 
lowed Car 1 into the service -sta~ 
tions at that point for water. It 
was also noted that the wagon 
tops caused the cars to use 
more gasoline per mile than had 
been planned. It looked like the 
qasoline stops had been set too 
far apart in view of this new de~ 
velo,pment. 

That stop was the first in a 
series of events that broke up the 
caravan considerably the first 
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day. At almost every little town 
or service station at least one of 
the covered wagons would be re
ceiving " treatment. " 

'Tm glad we arranged for 
Golden Webb, the trek mechanic, 
to be at the rear of the caravan," 
President Ashton said. A few 
miles later, Brother Ashton's car 
refused to go any farther. The 
engine was badlv overheated. 

'Til hitchhike into Bloomfield 
for help ," Brother Cannon said, 
as he slid his lonrr frame between 
the car and the wagon box. " You 
stay here, Wendell , and maybe 
Brother Webb will come along 
and get you started. If so , I'll 
meet you in Bloomfield." 

Lee Nebeker 's Nash coughed 
and almost died as it stopped to 
pick up Brother Cannon on his 
way to Bloomfield. It started up 
again and, althouqh suffering 
from recurrin}J convulsions , made 
qood time along the highway. 
George Woodbury was riding 
with Brother Nebeker. Ray Alston 
had been in the car, too, until 
motor trouble had caused a ·stop 
a few miles back. Brother Alston , 
scheduled to speak at Locust 
Creek, feared that he would be 
delayed, so he too hitched a ride 
in one of the nore reliable vehi
cles. 

In the morning stress , Brother 
Alston hadn't been informed that 
his speech was to be delayed un
til the pause at Mount Pisgah on 
the orrow. 

No mechanic was immediately 
available in Bloomfield , but one 
promised to make the trip back to 
the stricken A·shton car at 1 p.m. 
Brother Cannon lounged on a 
steel bench while curious children 
gathered around to study this 
black-hatted, black-booted speci
men from the West. Just as the 
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r_l~.:han ~ c <::11 J Drother Cannon 
were getting ready to start back, 
Brother Ashton drew up to the 
semaphore in front . of the service 
garage. Brother Cannon hailed 
him, thanked the mechanic and 
rejoined his companion. Brother 
Webb, it was learned, had caught 
up with the Ashton vehicle, dis
covered the trouble and had it 
repaired in a 'Short time. 

Lunches in paper sacks had 
been passed out to trekkers a t 
breakfast so. that no stop had to 
be made to set up a camp kitchen. 

A few miles later Ashton and 
Cannon saw a Ford coupe 
sto,pped up ahead with debris 
from the wagon top strewn on 
both sides of the road ·for abou t 
60 feet in back of it. Car No. 65 
.-pas·sengers John W . Boud and 
James H. Lyman.-had crashed 
into the guard rail on one side of 
the highway when the driver , 
Brother Lyman, had joined Broth
er Boud in sleep. Both were rude
ly awakened by the crash , which 
could have been much more seri
ous if it hadn ' t been for the pro
tection of the wagon box . The 
trek embellishments were entire
ly demolished·, .but the car itself 
suffered only a dent or two. 

Once again Wendell Ashton 
suffered with the thought that if 
this first day's incidents were to 
be repeated for the next eight , the 
carefully planned trek indeed 
miqht be a debacle. 

The accident was turned into a 
very useful ourpose , however. 
Brother Boud's car became a 
"scou " car, and for the rest of 
the trip performed every conceiv
able errand for the trek execu
tives as well <:.s for the trekkers 
themselves. Amonq the sundry 
items picked up by Brother Boud 
for the trekkers were firecrackers. 
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mosquito repellent, candy bars , 
chewing gum, ste·er skulls and old 
wagon wheels. Boud' s and Ly-
man'·s inherent artistry was ex-
hibited by the transformation of 
a drab, gray coupe into a dashing 
scout car with a red wolfs head 
on each side and at the back, and 
a rippling American flag on a 
staff which extended up from the 
hood. It was so much of a " john-
ny--on--the--spot" all durinff the 
trek that it was declared almost 
providential that the accident hap-
pened. 

While these little delays and 
incidents were happening at the 
tail end, the main body of the 
caravan had moved on to Center-
ville. George A'. McClellan, acr 
85, had the experi·ence here he 
will never forget. 

We were entering the city of Center~· 
ville, when a somewhat lengthy delay 
occurred, which we in the rear had no 
explanation for. Through curiosity and 
perhaps a little impatience, some of us, 
who didn't have the responsibility of 
driving, decided to investigate. Getting 
out of the wag0ns, we started walking 
toward the front, each by himself and 
on his own responsibility. I had walked 
some distance when the word was passed 
along the line that the lead wagons were 
moving on. I turned and started back, 
but saw that those near me were al o 
moving. My job now was to identify 
and make connections with my wagon, 
when it came; but, to my consternation, 
it didn't come. 

As the end of the train was gettin~ 
dangerously near, I ran alongside one of 
the vehicles and stated mv predicament 
in as few words as possible. The driver 
gave his thumb a jerk toward the side 
rail of the wagon box and said, "Hop 
on." So I hopped. Seizing the firm 

• wanon box I landed on the 2x4 okay. 
With my booted legs dangling on the 
outside I rode along, thinking, of course, 
that it would be only a few blocks to a 
stopping place where I could again crawl 
into my hideout. 

But, alas! There was no stop. We 
drove right on throuqh the streets, 
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thronged with "'eople in close~up order, 
until we reached the Public Square. We 
circled the square and then headed out 
toward the park through streets still 
lined with spectators. 

I fancied I could hear the bystanders 
saying: "Look at that bewhiskered old 
duffer out there tr-•ing to show off." 

The 2x4 seemed to be getting thinner 
all the time, so I was relieved when we 
arrived at the oark swimming pool. I 
met my partner there and learned that 
he had pulled off to fill U"' with gas')line 
during the sto"" a few miles back. That 
is why I hadn' t located him. 

When he asked me how I got there, 
I said, "By rail, " and smiled ruefully. 

The stopover at Centerville 
· was one of the hiqhliqhts of the 
trek. It was one of the finest ex
hibitions of all-out hospitality and 
friendliness in a week re,plete 
with such exhibitions. A large 
crowd was there to hear the trek 
speaker, Raymond L. Kirkham of 
Los Angeles . Once again stories 
of local interest were told to ac
quaint the listeners with the part 
the Mormons played in southern 
Iowa settlements. Brother Kirk
ham interestingly recounted the 
purposes of thi·s reenactment of 
the oriqinal trek. 

Brother Kimball gave a brief 
inspirational message to the 
towns,people. Mayor Tohn R. 
Lavison was presen ed with a 
copper serving tray bv Willard 
R. Smith. 

After the program the large 
Centerville swimming ,oool was 
turned over to the trekkers. Da
vid L. Olsen of the Cache County 
chapter afterward remarked: 
"And did we enioy that swim! 
And I believe the peo"' le of Cen
terville enjoyed it also. The Cen
terville boys seemed to get a 
great deal of ioy from duckinq 
us 'qrandpas,' as they called us. " 

The show the trekkers put on 
for the townspeople must have ·en-
tertained them if Ralph Mitchell's 
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description of one scene is any 
criterion: 

It is a pity that in making up the cast 
for the Water Follies they overlooked 
the spectacular form and breath-taking 
grace of one of our trekkers. Never will 
I forget the lithe and limber figure of 
Arza W. Paul as he ascended the ladder 
of the high diving board at the munici~ 
pal pool at Centerville. Time after time 
he would boldly run to the end of the 
sprinqboard, only to hesitate and out~ 
wardly exhibit a sense of great fear. 
When he repeated this performance 
enough times that he was certain all 
eyes were upon him and everyone was 
whipped into a stage of excitement, h e 
bounded to the end of the board, sprung 
his 200~pound Olymryian figure out 
through space; in a mannificent arch he 
floated toward the sparkling pool. As 
he did so, I caught the vision. With 
his full~flowing red beard trailing him 
through the blue, I was aware that I 
had seen the picture before in my youth. 
Arza Paul was Halley's comet! 

To Heber G. Jacobs of Ogden 
the region around Centerville held 
much fascination, for it was here 
on March 22, 1846, that his fa ~ 
ther , Henry Chariton Jacobs , was 
born in a covered wagon . The 
middle name came from the Char~ 
iton river , which is one of the 
well~known landmarks in that vi~ 
cinity. Heber 's great~grandfather , 
William Huntin r ton, died there 
at Centerville in the same year. 

Swimming in the cool waters of 
the Centerville pool was not en-
joyed by all the trekkers, how-
ever. Marvin Curtis tells how he 
and Walter A . Kerr , both of Salt 
Lake City, missed the swimming 
and went on to another memora-
ble experience. 

W e had been having trouble with our 
car overheating. After making several 
stops for water, etc. , we found ourselves 
way behind the caravan-far enough 
behind, we thought, that they would have 
made their stop at Centerville. We also 
fiqured that inasmuch as the whole cara~ 
van was behind schedule, they probably 
would not take time for the swim. So 
we drove straight through the town, 
planning to catch the caravan some dis-
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tance ahead. W e drove on and on, but 
no' caravan was in sight. Soon we came 
to Corydon, Iowa, where we found the 
streets lined with people, flags flyin~. 
etc. We passed throu~h the center of 
the town to the service station which 
was scheduled to take care of us. Driv~ 
ing into the station over signs painted 
on the cement sayin~, "Welcome, Mor~ 
mons, " we were literally mobbed by 
station attendants, who took care of 
everything except brushin~ our teeth. 
N~wspaper people asked us for inter, 
views and the Rotary Club wanted a 
speaker. Imagine our surprise to learn 
that the caravan had not yet been there, 
and imagine the surprise and dismay of 
people who had waited several hours to 
s::e the caravan when they saw one lone 
wagon meander into town! 

Other wagons soon began to 
straggle into Corydon. They, too, 
were impressed with the welcom~ 
ing signs, the snft drinks and the 
energetic service at the Conoco 
fillinfJ station. Wendell Ashton 
called u.oon Ray E. Dillman of 
Roosevelt, Utah, to fill the Rotary 
convention speaking appointment 
scheduled for that evening. Broth~ 
er Dillman was picked up at Gar~ 
den Grove later in the day by Ro
tarians and taken bac:k to Cory~ 
don for his speech. Former can
didate for governor of Utah and 
prominent eastern Utah lawyer. 
Ray Dillman delivered a stirrinq 
address. "I was very impressed 
with the interest of the group ," 
Brother Dillman said afterwards. 

At Corydon, after each car was 
filled with gas, it was diverted to 
join the lineup of vehicles parked 
along the street leading out of 
t0wn. At least, tne drive to Gar~ 
den Grove would be made in a 
semblance of order! 

The caravan turned off state 
highway No. 2 at Highpoint and 
traveled the last five miles on a 
dirt road to Garden Grove, with 
its tree~lined main street of fine 
old homes. Wen dell Ashton de~ 
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scribes the siaht which greeted 
the caravaners: 

Garden Grove, a little town of about 
600 population, was like an E~yptian fair 
when we entered. Along the main street 
were the brown tents of carnival con~ 
cessions. In store windows were large 
orange posters announcin9 "Morman 
Day." The crank~tvpe telephones in 
Garden Grove, founded and named by 
the Saints 101 years before, had no doubt 
been abuzz all day. The " Day" earlier 
had included foot races for children, 
men's potpto-peeling contest, hog~calling 
contest, ladies ' husband~callin~ contest, 
ladies ' nail~driving contest and a pony 
potato race. 

Garden Grove's generous citizens had 
9iven us their best for a camp ground: 
the shaded lawn of the town park. 

Before our program, attended bv an · 
rven larper crowd than Nauvoo's, Mayor 
C. G. Comegvs and President P. D. 
Nolan of the Garden Grove Commercial 
Club. assisted Bill Robinson and Joseph 
Bennion in the planting in the park of a 
Utah blue spruce, our state tree. 

The covered waqons could not 
park in a circle in 'the small park 
at Garden Grove, but they took 
their places between stakes which 
had been driven into the ground 
just a few days before by Aldon 
Anderson. Jim Cannon and Wen~ 
dell Ashton. 

The staae had been built at the 
north,_.Jand lower,_.Jportion O'f the 
park, thus oroviding the audience 
with the benefits of a natural 
slope upon which to sit and view 
the program. 

William E. Nelson, first vice 
president of the Sons of Utah 
Pioneers , officiated as master of 
ceremonies at the evening pro~ 
gram, which started. as usual. 
with the trumpeters ' call. Fol~ 
lowing the invocation, offered by 
James E. Burns, the trek chorus 
sana. "The Heavens Are Tell~ 
ing,'" by Beethoven. Presenta ~ 
or dropped into the already 
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tions of mementos were made by 
Brother Ashton, and P. D. Nolan 
gave a response and a greeting 
to the trek. Nora P. Richardson 
sang "The Flag Without a 
Stain. " 

Lorenzo H. Hatch, member of 
the Sugarhouse Sons of Utah Pio~ 
neers chapter and principal of the 
Granite High School in Salt Lake, 
gave the main address of the eve~ 
ning. His speech painted an ac~ 
curate, descriptive oicture of Gar~ 
den Grove as it was settled and 
lived in by the early Saints. He 
told of their sufferings and great 
.hardships there. 

The instrumental duet, with 
Horace P. Beesley, Hutist, and 
Golden Webb, violinist, which 
had been so popular on the tern~ 
ple lot at Nauvoo on Sunday, 
was played again at Garden 
Grove following Brother Hatch's 
speech. 

Spencer Kimball addressed the 
large crowd after the duet. Once 
more Brother Kimball tied to
gether century~old history with 
present Mormon progress and 
achievements. 

The dramatization, featuring 
the story of the writinq of "Come. 
Come, Ye Saints," by William 
Clayton in th;-·: part of Iowa in 
1846, followed Elder Kimball's 
speech. As in Nauvoo, Donald 
Alder played the part of Briqham 
Young and Jay Lyman played 
William Clayton. Cast of charac~ 
ters and script will be found in 
the "Acts" section. 

Singing of "Redeemer of Is~ 
rael" and the benediction bv 
Warren C. Cannon brought th~ 
program to an end. 

Many of the trekkers visited 
the carnival district afterwards to 
see activities at the concessions , 
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crowded corner druH store for 
some ice cream or soft drinks. 

. After his duties were over as 
commissary chairman, Joseph 
Bennion had a cnance that eve~ 
nina to review the history of his 
own forebears at Garden Grove. 
He remembered stories of his 
great~grandfather , John Bennion 
dying there on Sept. 24, 1846, and 
his father , Hyrum Bennion, being 
born there Jan. 13, 1847. Hi~ 
grandparents and father arrived 
in Salt Lake Valley on Oct. 5 
1847. 

The Second Day,..
Wednesday, July 26 

At the early morninp assembly, 
at which the colors were pre~ 
sented and the morning prayer 
was given, Elder Kimball com
mented that " one qcod brother 
dropped in on us this morning .' ' 
It seems that early risin~ did not 
necessarily mean t\at the trek~ 
kers were· completely awake. for 
Brother Thomas Child, a large 
man had w alked between two of 
the ~ars that morninq and did not 
·see the little pup tent in which 
Brother and Sister Kimball were 
sleeping. They were suddenly 
awakened as the lar~e form 
"dropped in on them." The en
suinH scramble as Brother Child 
tried to disentanqle himself and 
the Kimballs tried to escape their 
momentary TJrison caused a great 
deal of merriment among on~ 
lookers. 

"Brethren," Wendell Ashton 
addres·sed the captains at the 
morning planning session. " we 
must avoid yesterday's mistakes 
by maintaining a slower, steadier 
pace today. We have a full 
schedule, so we must get an early 
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start this morninq. Instruct your 
companies to be ready to leave 
right after breakfa-st . How many 
mile-s to Council Bluffs, Jim?" 

" About 146, but we've got 
two important pauses before our 
scheduled arrival in Council 
Bluffs at 2 p.m. ," Brother Can~ 
non answered. 

" Yes, we have to go off the 
main highway near Talmage for 
our Mount Pisgah stoo," Brother 
Ashton remarked. "Then the city 
of Red Oak will have the band 
out for us at 11 a .m. We're really 
goinq to be pressed for time." 

The Nauvoo car key incident 
was avoided when Brother Ash
ton solemnly turned his keys over 
to hi·.s comoanion, Jim Cannon , 
and said: " I think vou' d better 
take care of them the rest of the 
trip. " 

Byron Opeshaw calle~ for car 
No. 1 to lead off. and then as it 
s tarted across the park nrass to 
leave at the opposite end of the 
camp ground, he sounded a warn-

ing for the other cars to start their 
motors. 

Just as the Ashton wagon 
reached the edge of . the park, a 
muffled explosion was heard, fol~ 
lowed by ·smoke and a hissing 
noise from the enoine of the car. 

"Turn off the motor!" Jim 
gasped. 

As Wen dell ·flipped off the 
ignition, laughter was heard from 
all sides as someone said, "It's 
only a toy time-bomb." 

"It looks like the work of three 
ex-Maori boys," Brother Cannon 
said, " namely, Dick Lambert, 
George BiesinHer and Dave Ev~ 
ans." Former New Zealand mis
sionarie.s, the three quickly be
came known for -..heir love of fun 
and ingenious stunts. 

Parley P . Giles, camp historian, 
had gone on ahead, so that he 
could locate the old Mormon 
cemetery near Garden Grove. 
Due to lack of time no stop was 
made, but Brother Giles stood at 
the spot to identify it as the cara-

Dorothy Kimball Keclclin glon smile a tl1 e group wait eagerly [or her· rendition of "The Lord's 
Prayer" at f.It. Pisgah. Llarolcl II. ]en on, speaker, lands near the microph one. - Pholo Creslon 

cws dvcrl i c r. 



Pad o/ the day's work-posing /or pictures around historical monument s. This scene is at 
,\f ount Pisgo ft unci trekkers f oo.~ p/eo~<IIJI/y inf o tf~e cr: m.cro.-PflO IO, D es M oin es R egister. 
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van moved by so that members 
would know where the valiant 
Saints had been buried. 

Dust choked trekkers for near~ 
ly 20 miles before they arrived 
on macadamized road once more . 

llcbcr Jacobs kneels to read an inscription 

concerning one of hi pioneer forebears . ....-

Pfwtn, Creston Te u•s duertiser. 
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By the time the last car had left 
the dirt road the first car had 
turned off the his:rhway onto an~ 
other dirt road which would take 
the caravan to Mt. Pisgah. The 
length of the train was once more 

To ;J : Tfw cnrouan comes to rC's t us wagons 
lin e up near cil.y park at Reel Oak /or a short 
program. Bottom : \ Venrlel/ / . Ash ton ad
dressC's th e audience at Council Bluffs. Giv
ing I heir mo ·ol support to the speaker ore ... 
Roclio execu fiue (not identified) . . . Bro. 
1\.im!)(Jif. f:eor/ Poul oncl 0 /ayor P/,;1 . Minn C'r. 
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a source of wonderment to the 
passengers of the first cars of the 
group when they had to park hun
·dreds of yards north of the Mt. 
PisHah monument and then walk 
back alonH the little farm road to 
join the others for the proHram. 

Wendell Ashton described Mt. 
PisHah as "Nothing more than a 
mute granite ·shaft in a sylvan 
Iowa settinH atop a small hill. " 

Even at this little unknown spot 
many interested people had gath
ered. Representatives of the 
Creston chamber of commerce 
and the News-Advertiser were 
there to extend somewhat of an 
official greetino . 

The Iowa countryside was nev
er prettier as the trekkers found 
places to stand or sit in the high 
grass of a shady portion of the 
monument qround. 

Only the' birds could be heard 
in the distance as Dorothy Kim
bal~l Keddinqton, with her lovely 
soprano voice, sanH. " Our Fa
ther, Which Art in Heaven, Hal
lowed Be Thy Name." Trekkers' 
hats had already been removed, 
and as Sister Keddington sang 
the glorious music an overpower .... 
ing reverence held the group to 
the last note. Many afterwards 
voiced the thouHht that that mo
ment was the most soul-stirrinH 

llyrum / . Richards points out tribute to l annon pioneers in scribed on plaque at C un cil Bluffs. 
Towa. Tfw large boulder commemorates se ttlement work accomplished by pioneers. :'\luin Ked
din g/on and unidentified trekker (in the center) study in criplion. 
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of any trek incident. 
"The Lord's Prayer" was un .... 

doubtedly the song of hope to the 
150 Saints who had died there a 
little over a century ago. 

Another high point of the pro .... 
gram was when Ed Bray of the 
Creston chamber of commerce 
presented the Sons of Utah Pio .... 
neers with a walnut seqment of 
the Mormon fence that had once 
stood there. He in turn was given 
a trek memento......-a serving tray 
made with Utah copper. 

The son of the man who had 
written more history than any 
other Latter .... day Saint delivered 
the main address there. Harold 
H. Jenson, son of Andrew Jenson, 
the late assistant church historian , 
gave a brief history of this once 
important Mormon settlement. 

Ray L. Alston, a member of 
the SUP executive board, aave 
his Locust Creek speech, ~hich 
was supposed to have been given 
the day before at Centerville. 
Brother Alston gave additional 
details on the outstandinq event 
at Locust Creek......-the writinq of 
" Came, Come, Ye Saints, " by 
William Clayton. 

Elder Kimball 's well of inter
esting information never ran dry 
as he spoke at each of the stons . 
The local farm people and the 
Creston citizens were siqnallv im
pressed by the sincerity of his 
remarks . 

"All right , everybody, s:rather 
around the monument for a pic
ture ," Sullivan Richardson shout
ed. He had them place them
selves so that everyone's face 
could be seen . Then the photog
raphers had a field day. 

It was one of those almost nee .... 
essary pauses , but time was fast 
slipping away. Bv the time every .... 
one had refreshed himself with a 
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cooling drink from a nearby. farm-
er's well and made the long trip 
back to his car, the carefully 
planned schedule was a thing of 
the past. 

Lorenzo H. Hatch was a real 
minute man Wednesday morning 
when he was asked to leave Mt. 
Pisgah early to speak at radio 
station KSIB in Creston, accord
ing to William C. Smith, his com-
pat1ion. Brother Smith point·s o.ut 
that, at Brother Hatch's sugges-
tion, the radio announcer used a 
question and answer technique to 
make it more enjoyable for the lis .... 
teners. Not only that, Brother 
Hatch sat down and wrote out 
the questions to bring out the 
dramatic story of the exodus of 
1846, the migration, the develop .... 
ment of the west, and the purpose 
a:1d route of the 194 7 reenact .... 
ment. 

Hundreds of interested Red 
Oak citizen~ were still waiting 
when the trek pulled in two hours 
late . The band had been mus
tered out after waiting an hour 
for the Mormons to come, but the 
~lfeeting was enthusiastic never
theless. 

As Myrl Norr of Deweyville, 
Utah , was climbinCT out of his car 
an old colored man came ·.shuf
fling along between the cars 
munblinq to himself: 'Tse 70 
vears old. I' se never seen any
thing like this in all my life. I' se 
waited a lonq time to see my kind 
of people. " He proceed2d aloncr, 
touching each was:ron reverently 
as he passed. 

Mayor Horace S. Cloud of Red 
Oak extended a warm qreetinq 
and the townspeople clustered 
around the microphone to hear 
Dr . Lorin L. Richards tell the 
story of 1846 incidents in western 
Iowa. Dr. Richards recoun_ted 



Ri ghl inse l : Trekkers [igllt [or tl1 eir right to 

dine while interested Omahans crowd al)out 

tlw m. Bollom: Chef Bill Robinson. turn s a 

sauory buffalo roast as a curiou. ancl Twnary 

crowcl watches. 

Phonto, Omaha World llerald 
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events leading up to the exodus 
from Nauvoo to provide back
ground for his remarks on local 
history as affected by the Mor
mon migration. 

Dr. Richards , a dentist of 
Sugarhouse, was the "chauffeur," 
with Joseph McEwan of Brother 
and Sister Kimball. He has since 
ex,pressed appreciation to Brother 
Kimball for his profound spiritual 
influence. Dr. Richards mentions 
that between towns "Brother 
Kimball would be studying for his 
next talk. His preparation was 
spent in trying to understand the 
people and say the thing that. 
would influence their lives for 
good and be a credit to the 
church. " 

* * * 
''The people of Iowa are too 

good to us," the As ociated Press 
quoted Wendell Ashton all over 
the country; " we find it hard to 
break away on time. " 

As the caravan continued to
ward Council Bluffs, President 
Ashton recalled that buffalo meat 
was on the menu at Omaha that 
evening, so he signalled John 
Boud in his scout car to inform 
the commissary trucks to ~o 
ahead and start the buffalo meat 
a-cooking. 

Still two· hours behind schedule, 
the caravan pulled into historic 
Council Bluffs , passing along its 
brick-paved streets to the city 
park. Here again, hundreds were 
waiting patiently to see the cov
ered ·wagons and look at these 
costumed descendants of the Mor
mon settlers who had once called 
the town Kanesville. 

Mayor Phil Minner of Council 
Bluffs. one of the most gracious 
city officials to greet the trek, was 
the only one who didn 't receive 
his memento on time. Brother 
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Boud's car, which had crossed the 
bridge over the Missouri river to 
Omaha to prepare things there, 
had the Mormon Battalion book
ends which were to be given to 
Mayor Minner. He was invited 
to attend the Omaha program that 
night to receive his gift. 

Exactly 101 years to the day 
that Mormon pioneer Arza E. 
;Hinckley had enlisted in the 
Mormon Battalion at Council 
Bluffs, his grandson, Earl S. 
Paul, addressed the people of 
that city via electrical transcrip
tion, wh{ch had been made when 
he addressed the large gathering 
of ,people at the park . 

President Paul described the 
mustering of the Mormon Bat
talion; the meetin~ of the Mor
mons with Col. Thomas L. Kane, 
from whom Council Bluffs' orig
inal name of "Kanesville" came; 
and the sustaining vote given 
there by the church membership 
to Brigham Young as president of 
the Church . 

Wall ace P. Johnson of Salt 
Lake describes the effect of the 
pro~ram on one listene~: 

When our program was over a promi~ 
nent, weJl ,..dressed citizen asked me if he 
could take my arm and walk to where 
my car was located. He said, "Today 
something has happened to me. Those 
marvelous speakers of yours, and your 
leader (Elder Kimball) have proven to 
me that you have somethinp that I have 
not. I have been a very selfish man to 
mv family and my community. From 
this time on I am goinq to chanpe. I'm 
coming to Utah to learn more of your 
ways, and I hop z I will be a much bet,.. 
ter father and citizen. " 

Unlike the crossing of the Mis ~ 
sissippi the morning before when 
the toll charges were waived, the 
Ak-Sar-Ben Bridge Association 
levied the regular toll charge for 
each vehicle. To save time the 
lead car paid a lumo sum so that 
all the cars could pass through 
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and over to the Nebraska side of 
the Missouri river. 

Omaha motorcycle police met 
the caravan and then set an exas~ 
peratingly slow pace through the 
back streets of the town and north 
to Miller Park. The business men 
and women had HOne home by the 
time the caravan arrived , and 
very few Omahans saw the cov~ 
ered wagons as they followed the 
siren~less motorcycle to the camp · 
s:Jrou ~1d in the citv nark. 

But it was a different story at 
the ,park. Thousands of curious 
people came to inspect the cov~ 
ered wagons and watch buffalo 
meat beinH prepared. Dozens of 
them had their first taste of bison 
that night. 

Bill Robinson had to use all the 
tricks of his trade to accomplish 
in two hours what should have 
taken four hours with that tough 
buffalo meat. As he made it 
ready to serve, Brother Robinson 
commented, "I wish I'd had time 
to make it more tender." 

Bill tells the stor.y of one in~ 
dignant woman sayinq that she 
had driven 32 miles to taste the 
buffalo meat because she had 
heard over the radio that it was 
being served at Miller Park. Bill 
obligingly gave her a piece of 
buffalo meat to satidy her. Other 
trekkers had similar experiences. 

Vernon A. Black of Kanab and 
William C . Smith of Lehi had 
trouble in savinq the meat for 
the hunqry trekkers from the 
hungry Omahans. Bro. Smith 
describes it this way: 

I'll always be glad I was K.P. at 
Omaha. It had been advertised that we 
would eat buffalo meat for supper that 
night. No sooner had the camp kitchen 
been set up than visitors began to gather 
around. They wanted to taste that buf~ 
falo meat and see it cooked. They 
crowded around until the cooking staff 
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could not work. Re -eatedly they were 
requested to move back, and as often 
crowded back in again. When the cook 
laid the roast on the table, boys, leaning 
on elbows on the table, asked: "Can I 
have a taste of buffalo meat?" ·Many of 
them could. The cook cut off little pieces 
and passed them out on the point of his 
carving knife. One well~dressed lady was 
a non, the first to come up. No matter 
how the crowd surged forward and back, 
she was always in the front line . She 
was a little more shy about asking for a 
tnstc, but didn ' t leave until she had it. 
It was actually necessary to ask the po~ 
lie to make an opening for the trekkers 
to pass through to get served. 

A unique method of doing mis~ 
sionary work was used by Lee 
Nebeker when he gave up two 
buffalo steaks during the course 
of the dinner to have qospel con~ 
versations. 

"Talk about commemoration ,.Jf 
1847 events," Brother David 01~ 
sen of LoHan said afterwards. 
"My buffalo meat was tough 
enouHh to be 100 years old." 

Aldon Anderson's buffalo steak 
had one bite out of it when a 
woman asked him for a taste. She 
took a bite and then passed it on 
to the next ,person, and so on 
down the line until consumed. 

The crowd finally became so 
unmanageable Brother Ashton 
requested that they go over to 
the proqram area on the west 
side of the ,park road rather than 
crowd around the dininq trekkers. 

Even then most of the crowd 
simply moved over by the wag
ons to see what was going on 
with the trekkers who had no yet 
got to the me·.:;·s line. 

Heber Jacobs tells of sliding 
down between the oxen, stripping 
to the waist and washing. Two 
cameramen began takinH pictures. 
He asked them to please leave. 
They did. Soon he heard a cam
era again. He looked over the 
oxen and right down his neck was 
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a high..-powered movie camera 
clickinH away. 

Many others performed their 
ablutions fo r audiences who 

CARAVAN 

wanted to see even the more per
sonal aspects of trekkers ' lives. 

One lady of at least 60 years , 
according to Alma L. Riggs, Jr. , 

Top: The nightly circl i formed by u·agons when they slop to camp {or the night at Miller 
Pork , Omofw, 'e ll. Bot tom left : r\ cel Richordse n. and Wm. E Nelson laughingly offer some 
l>uffalo meal to Lt . ]ohn RotPson /o help " lreng then" l1im for the next da y'. jet plane flight to 
5oft Lake. n o ttom right : r:ll)(> rt Curtis. former president of tlt e W estern tote s ~1; sion, i at 
home uddress ing the large crowd in Onwlw. Neb.-Omaha vVorld-llerald . 
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of Logan, approached Desmond 
Anderson and asked him quietly 
how many wives he had. Turn
ing to the lady, Brother Ander-
son replied, " For 25 years I have 
been trying to find me one wife 
and can ' t. Do you think maybe I 
could find one here?" The lady, 

with a rather trapped look on her 
face , looked around quickly as if 
trying to ·find a way to escape 
and answered , " I must be on my 
way." 

A . Alonzo Savage of Hyrum 
tells of another personal question: 

Alvin Norr /aces a 41f'2-Twur night' msl on the hard ground witf1 tT1.e oplimi.m o/ an early 
doy pioneer.-Pfwto, Onwlw \Vorld-1 Lerolcl. 
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A woman holding the hand of a small 
boy approached me and asked, 'Are 
those real beards you men are wearing 
or just false ones you put on when you 
come into cities?" 

I told her they were real and that I 
had begun to grow mine last March. 

"Honest?' she asked. 
"Sure, see if you can pull mine off." 
She took a thumb~and,finger hold and 

gave it a stiff pull. It didn't come off. 
Her face changed color and she walked 
away without any comment. 

The ·stage, which had been 
kindly prepared by the Omaha 
parks department, was not large 
enough to handle the scenery for 
the dramatic presentation, so 
Francis Urry had selected a nat.
ural background of trees and a 
platform of r<rass for his stage. 
Here the foldinq chairs were 
lined u,p for guests and program 

participants for the first part of 
the entertainment. 

After the invocation by Presi.
dent Francis A. Child of the 
Western States L.D.S. Mission 
and the singing of "0 Say, What 
Is Truth?" by the Sons of Utah 
Pioneers , Elbert R . Curtis spoke 
on the subject, "Winter Quar .... 
ters." 

Brother Curtis, former presi..
dent of the Western States Mis..
sion, drew from his extensive 
know ledge of the history of 
Omaha and Florence, known in 
early days as Winter Quarters, 
to present a qraphic, stirring story 
of the tragic events of 1846.-47. 

In the fall of 1846 nearly a 
thousand homes were built by the 
Saints at Winter Quarters. Some 

Lieut. fohn Raw on climbs out o/ the U. . Army j t plane, " Mormon Trail Blazer" at Hill 

fi eld, Utoft, a/IN Tw !!Clef l>lo ::('cl acros th e plain from Omafw in two Twurs ancl tf1ree minutes. 
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were of dirt, some of logs. Chim~ 
neys were made of sod cut in the 
form of bricks. Some roofs were 
covered with mud, and others 
with shingles or oak shakes fash~ 
ioned with weight poles. 

The snows and winds were 
heavy that first winter. Sickness 
and suffering prevailed in almost 
every crude home. Three hun~ 
dred refugees died there during 
the winter. About 300 more were 
laid to rest in subsequent sea~ 
sons. 

Following B r o t h e r Curtis' 
speech, Dorothy Kimball Ked~ 
dington, dressed in her finest sat~ 
in pioneer gown, sang "The 
Lord 's Prayer." Presentations of 
mementos were then made to 
James S. Pittenger, representing 
Nebraska's governor, Val Peter~ 
son, who was in Salt Lake at~ 
tending the gov~rnors ' confer~ 
ence, and Mayor Phil Minner of 
Council Bluff:, and M a y o r 
Charles W. Leeman's re,presenta~ 
tive of the citv of Omaha. 

Lieut. John U. Rawson, a Cali~ 
fornia Mormon, and Army flier, 
was introduced to the audience 
by Wendell Ashton, master of 
ceremonies, as beinq the pilot of 
the jet plane, " Mormon Trail 
Blazer," which was to leave Oma~ 
ha the next morning at 7 a.m. and 
fly over the Mormon trail to Salt 
Lake City. The next morning it 
took Lieut. Rawson 2 hours and 3 
minutes to fly the distance which 
took the first pioneer company 
Ill days to travel. 

The Sons of Utah Pioneers 
chorus then appropriately sanq 
" See the Miqhty Angel Flyinrr." 

Elder Spencer Kimball gave the 
main address of the evening. 
Omaha was of great siqnificance 
to him , he pointed out, because 
his grandfather, Heber C. Kim~ 

ball, was the one who led out on 
the push west by taking ·six of his 
teams on April 5, 1847, equipped 
for the long journey and moved 
four miles west of Winter Quar~ 
ters. 

That was the beginning of the 
movement of the first company of 
Pioneers, includinq 143 men, 
three women and t~o boys, to the 
Rocky Mountains. Approximate~ 
ly 80,000 others-----some riding in 
wagons, others pushing and pull~ 
ing handcarts, some on horseback 
and many walkinq-----f o 11 owed 
them in an exodus that has been 
acclaimed one of the greatest in 
history. 

The Sons of Utah Pioneers 
chorus sang "Jesus, Lover of My 
Soul," before the drama was pre~ 
sen ted. 

The first, and only, trouble 
with the power unit happened Ctt 
Omaha. It is a tribute to the in~ 
genuity of the dramatic personnel 
that the ,presentation was as en~ 
tertaining as it was. Constantly, 
during the course. of the drama, 
there were interruptions due to 
fading lights and occasionally a 
complete blackout. 
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Four thousand Omahans sat 
through the numerous delays to 
get the vivid story as told by the 
actors. It was the most effective 
means of presentinq Mormon his~ 
tory to both children and adults. 
The unusually fine script will be 
found in "Acts." 

The program ended after 11 
p.m. with the ·singing of "Amer~ 
ica" by the audience and the ben~ 
ediction by Lanell M. Lunt of Ce
dar City. 

Cooperation of police was re~ 
quested to clear the camp area of 
stragglers so that the tired trek~ 
kers could get a few hours sleep 
before their 285~mile drive on the 



Top: The morning breaks and haggard trekkers gather in solemn tribute around the Winter 
Quarter monument plaque wl1ich records names of aints who died there.-Photo, Omaha 
\tVorld-Herald. Bollom: Greatly impre ed with the culpturing of Avard Fairbanks and 
cogniwnt of tf1e in piration back of it, tr·ekkers study the figures reverently.-Photo, Omaha 
\tVorld-Herald. 
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morrow to North Platte. Before 
retiring, camp personnel were no~ 
tified that reveille would be 
sounded at 4 a.m. so that the car-
avan could get an early start. 
First move would be to the Win-
ter Quarters cemetery, a few 
blocks to the north in Florence, a 
suburb of O maha. Howevrer, the 
other two scheduled stops at Elk~ 
horn Crossinq and Richland were 
canceled so that the caravan could 
arrive at its important 1 p.m. stop 
at Grand Island. 

The trekkers had just bedded 
down for the niqht, most of them 
with no tents to cover them, when 
rain started to fall in abundance. 
''Almost ~ith one accord," Wil-
lard Smith describes it, "the 
whole ~camp arose and .fled to 
their automobiles with white un~ 
derwear flappinCT in the breeze." 

In spite of the discomfort it 
caused some of the trekkers, the 
rain turned out to be ·a benedic
tion the next morning when it re~ 
lieved the excessive heat and 
made traveling more pleasant. 

**** 
Third Day-Thursdav. July 17 

of the proper way of taking sleep
preventing tablets. John Boud 
advised each car to watch the car 
ahead for signs of driver weari~ 
ness, and to honk if the car start~ 
ed to weave. 

The enerqetic people of Flor~ 
ence had large signs across the 
street and in the ·store windows 
to greet the travelers. One man 
had been designated to set off 
fireworks in the park just east of 
the Mormon cemetery as the cars 
approached. Trekkers will never 
forget the early~morning demon~ 
stration . of qoodwill put on by 
citizens of Florence. 

In the morninq mist the trek~ 
kers gathered around the monu~ 
ment sculptured by Avard Fair~ 
banks and erected by the Church 
in 1936. They looked up rever~ 
ently at the heroic figures of the 
father and mother who stood with 
bowed heads over the open grave 
of their little baby. The ground 
upon which the trekkers walked , 
now covered with gra·ss, trees and 
lovely shrubs, was the exact lo
cality of Winter Quarters, scene 
of tragedy. Many trek members 
pointed out names of ancestors 
engraved in bronze on the plaque 

At the early morning meeting a few feet south of the statue 
of the trekkers, Wendell Ashton who were among the 600 that had 
expressed concern over the possi~ perished there. 
bilties of fatigue overcoming some Valuable travelinq time was 
of the drivers on the day's long fleeting, so the trekkers hurried 
journey. back to their waqons and the 

"W e have 100 miles more to caravan started rolling. Out the 
travel today than any other day tree~shrouded Dodqe Boulevard 
on the trek," Brother Ashton com~ the cars traveled. Business peo~ 
mented. "We must warn the ple waitinq for buses that morn~ 
drivers to let their companions ing got a rare treat as the unique 
drive as soon as they feel the parade passed by. Past beautiful 
least bit drowsy." residences of Omaha's well~to~do, 

Two other preventives were past Omaha University, past re~ 
prescribed to the assemblage fol~ splendent Boys' Town the cara~ 
lowing the captains' meeting. Dr. van traveled. At the city limits 
Stocks, the camp physician, told the state highway patrolman took 
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Top : A real wee /heart and a l>il of a pioneer herself, Dorothy Kimball Keddinglon smiles at 
the Grand Island spec tators os she wails / or her cue to ing " Pioneer weethearl. ",_,Photo, 
/uck Hniley, Grand lslwul, Nel> . Bottom : While oxen are "p ut out to pasture" in a serv ice 
., fn lion, dril'('rs o/ th e /l.'(lms rc/rcJ1 tlwmselves w ith so/t drinks.,.....,Photo, /ack. Boiloy, Grancl 
ls/nnd. f'i, . 
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over the lead from the Omaha 
city police. 

The Utah farmers in the group 
were astounded by productive-
ness of the flat Nebraska land. 
" It's too bad they don't hav.e 
some of our problems, " many of 
them commented. The farm ani .... 
mals were as impressed with the 
caravan as the caravaners were 
impressed with the farm animals . 
Here is what Ralph Mitchell says 
about it: 

A tribute should be paid to the arti~ 
sans who created the plywood oxen. 
They were so lifelike that several times 
along the way, as my traveling compan
ion, Alex Malan, will testify, w e in~ 
spired a more than casual interest on 
the part of real, flesh and blood bovines 
in adjacent fields . As we traveled out 
of Omaha that dav a full grown bull 
became indignant that his domain should 
have been so abruptly invaded. Me
thinks his rage would have overpowered 
him .......... and us .......... however, the fact that he 
was so greatly outnumbered assisted 
him in regaining his self~composure . On 
the other hand , the heifers in a nother 
field conducted themselves as though we 
had been sent from a Holstein heaven. 
They fluttered their eyelids coyly and 
ran along the fence line beside us, mak
ing all manner of playful overtures to~ 
ward our stoical olywood beasts. It 
w renched my heart to see the look of 
bitte r frustration in their deep blue eyes 
as we passed them by. Of course, even 
our oxen had to be exemplary on the 
trek. 

Further substantiation of the 
oxen's real ..... life--likeness i,s given 
by Dr. Stocks, who got started 

on highway 30--A instead of 30. 
Later in the morning he came 
back on to highwav 30 and found 
himself ahead of the caravan. 
" Give an ox his head and he will 
take the shortest way home," the 
doctor sagely commented. 

At every little Nebraska town 
there were clusters of people who 
were equipped with all types of 
cameras to record the trek for 
their albums. "Eastman and Agfa 
must be doing a terrific business 
this season," one trekker dryly re-
marked. 

Near Columbus the patrol, car 
signaled a stop and pulled off to 
the grassy shoulders of the high -
way. 

"Anything happening?" Wen-
dell Ashton called out. 

"There's been an accident in-
volving a trek vehicle ," the pa-
trolman answered. " I just picked 
up the messaqe from our rear pa-
trol car. '' 

" Is it serious?" 
"He didn ' t 'Say." 
" Please try to find out the de-

tails , will you?" 
No immediat~ word was forth -

coming and little clusters o{ trek-
kers surmised it was a case of an 
exhausted driver falling asleep 
and crashinH into another car or 
going off the highway .. 

After a few minutes ' wait , word 
came over the radio that a Ne--

+ 
Clockwise, beginning at lop lefl : Culinary wi::ards Bill Robinson, Bill N elon and Joseph 
Bennion, stir up a mean slew /or evening chow. Camp circle i formed on the county /air 
grounds at orth Platte , le [J. Car 53 carried a lrensure exhibit o/ pioneer. relic in miniature, 
made by David M cClellan, ancl they're displayed by hi brot her, G eo. A. M cClellan.-Photo by 
H enry A. Smith. The official UP trek chorus bring /orth stirring music under· the diriection o/ 
G eo. Lloyd. The huge crowd that ga thered in tl1e grandstand to witness /h e " I onn on" how. A 
higl1ly successful dramatic inc ident, with C. M errill, Ja y Lyman , Album hield and M Clellan 
play ing the lead roles. Trw mayor of North Platt e, G eorge D ent Jr., expresses his pleasure 
111itf1 the replica o/ the pione r r odometer presented l1im by W. f. Asl1ton~ Heber Jacobs is 
n ge ntleman in distress ancl Ru th , hie/d. and Nora Ricll([nlson came to f,i s rescue i>y mending 
/,;, rPngon top-lnl/ neatly. 
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braska driver had drawn too close 
to the · covered wagon driven by 
the Kirkham brothers so that 
w hen they made a quick stop he 
rammed into their wagon box, 
causing ·it to br·eak and drop to 
the ground. The damage had been 
re,paired and the caravan ·started 
to move again. 

Trekkers shared another ex~ 
perience with their forefathers 
Thursday at noon as they drew 
near Grand Island. It was here 
that the oriainC;tl qroup had first 
sighted buffalo. Descendants of 
the pioneers stared at the de~ 
scendants of the 1847 buffaloes 
a s they wallowed in muddy fields 
and pools of water in a corral on 
the outskirt-s of town. 

Grand Island was a " first" for 
the trek. It was the first town at 
which the caravan had arrived on 
time ... in fact , ten minutes early. 
The Grand Island greetins:r was 
labeled as " terrific" by trekkers . 
Many. who had served in the 
Army and Navy remembered the 
hospitality of Grand Island dur~ 
ing the war when refreshments 
were passed out to servicemen 
aboard the trains which ·stopped 
at the station. 

A car full of city and chamber 
of commerce dignitaries was on 
the edge of town to welcome the 
Mormons. The parade was led 
throus:rh the streets of town by a 
special queen for the day astride 
a beautiful horse. It was Mrs: 

I 

Opal Eldredge, a Mormon girl 
from nearbv Alta , Nebraska . 

The city police opened their 
sirens wide to announc-e the com~ 
ing of the waqon train . At sev~ 
eral places along the route of the 
parade Mormon missionaries , 
with their hat·s and cameras, 
could be seen waving to . their 
friends from home. It would be 
difficult to estimate the number 
of Grand Islanders who saw the 
parade and program that day, but 
it ran into several thousand . 

As trekkers alighte d from their 
cars , one of them was heard to 
say, " I took three of those no~ 
doze pills and had the best sleep 
I've ever had ." 

Brother Ash ton describes the 
scene when he says, " The clouds 
parted for the sunlight as our ,pro~ 
gram began in the flag ~festooned 
city park, where there was a local 
radio broadca.: t alona with free 
oran}Je, chocolate and milk drinks 
for the trekkers." 

One of the interesting bits of 
history that turned up along the 
way was qiven to B. Spencer 
Young at Grand Island by a girl 
who had asked to meet a descen~ 
dant of Brigham Young. 

She told me about her grea t~grand~ 
fa ther, Phineas Kimball, a nd .said when 
the Mormons were driven out of Nau~ 
voo, tha t Brigham Young came to Phin
eas and gave him the deeds to all the 
land and property that they were not 
able to sell by tha t time and told him 
if he could get anything c;>ut of it in the 

~ 

Top: WT1ere a se t o/ good tee th is one o/ life's greatest gi{ts,......,funch is passed in sacks to 
trekkers along w ith breakfast on th e fourth day. Center left: S teady, there! One man tries valiantly 
to recover everything including his balance as he comes away /rom clww lineup laden with a 
tray full o/ breakfa st and a sack /ull of lunch. Center ri ght: Camp anilation detail pitches 
in to prepare the camp for departure in North Platte, Neb. 13ollom lefl : The banner waving 
acmss tl1e l1ighway entering Bridgeport, Neb., is typical of tlw "welcome" signs tlwt greeted 
tlw caravan at many towns along tlw way. 13ollom ri ghl : Briclgeport LOS Relief SociGly serve 
lunch to m.oclem day pioneers. Aldan Jr. Anderson and T. R. Joh nson smile /h eir tlranks 
to one of /h e f>ran cl1 sisters. 
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way of money, supphes or clothing, the 
Mormons would appreciate it, if it could 
be brought to them as they needed 
everythinq. Phineas thouqht so much of 
Brigham Young and the Mormons, even 
though he was a Catholic, that he made 
three trips from Nauvoo into Iowa to 
take them articles he had received from 
sales of their properties. Two of these · 
trips were made in the winter on a sled. 

It is an undisputed fact that the 
caravan did more than pique the 
curiosity of many people. It stirred 
their imaginations and affected 
them spiritually, as many of them 
testified to individual trekkers. 
Adolph M. Reeder said that while 
they were enjoyinq the pros:Jram 
and reception , "one man spoke to 
me and said this seemed to be the 
happiest group of men he had 
ever seen. He felt that we had 
realized a great objective. He de
sired to find the secret of our 
success on such a great venture ." 

David L. Olsen's diary records 
the ·story of "the youn~ lady with 
two very sweet little girls who 
asked me for my autoqraph. She 
said, 'Some day my children will 
study about the trek, and when 
that time comes I would like noth
ing better than to be able to show 
them that I had the autograph of 
one of the men who made the 
trek, and that I saw him write his 
name.'" 

T. R . Johnson of Os:Jden, main 
speaker at the midday pause, 
touched on events in Mormon 
history which had hanoened near 
Grand Island, and then went on 
to tell the story of Mormon per
secutions. 

The United States government, though 
its leaders have sometimes fallen short 
in its administration and its protective 
functions for the weak and persecuted, 
is part of our religiono. We believe with 
all our hearts that this is the nation 
from which shall flow the law of free
dom to all the world. That is why, even 
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though our Pioneer forefathers had been 
denied the protection and religious free~ 
dom guaranteed by that Constitution, 
they still clung firmly to it as the guide 
by which liberty should come, not only 
to them, but to all the world. 

The Grand Island Independent, 
copies of which were passed out 
during the program, not only gave 
full news coveraqe to the trek, 
but also devoted the major part 
of one page to an advertisement 
carryinq banner headlines of 
greetinq to the Sons of Utah Pio
neers . This , combined with May
or B. J. Cunningham's friendly 
greeting and the cordiality of the 
people, totaled up to be one of the 
outstanding stops of the entire 
trek. 

As the trekkers were qetting 
back in their cars, one of them 
came up to Brother Ashton and 
rather whispered , "Say, Brother 
Ashton, is it all right if I switch 
over to Brother So-and-So's car?" 

''What'·s the matter?" Wen
dell asked. "Can't you get along 
with your present partner?" 

"Oh, yes ," he said. " He 's a 
very good companion." 

"Then why do you want to 
leave him? " 

"Because he keeps dozing at the 
wheel and I'm tired of poking 
him in the ribs to keep awake. " 

" Y.ou go back" with him and 
keep on pokinq ___..only a littl 2 
harder and faster. " 

The remedy to cure sleepine3s 
which each driver had developed 
at this point seemed to be effective 
during the afternoon trip , because 
there were no accidents . Some of 
the trekkers sucked orange·.:;· to 
keep themselves awake, some 
used no-doze 1-- ills and some used 
wet towels to wipe across their 
fc.ces every time they bec2r.1e 
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drow·sy. Those who did the latter , in a huge circle as each car ·found 
came in with the cleanest faces of its parking place. 
the whole trip when they arrived As so often had happened be~ 
at North Platte. fore, Dr. Charles Munns of Brig~ 

Two who conquered sleep by ham City had to HO to the car be~ 
hitting it at its most vulnerable hind him, # 32, and open the little 
point were Jack Howells and Gro~ gate which Ira Packer had made 
ver Dunford, who traveled in in his wagon box to make it con~ 
Brother Dunford 's station wagon. venient to get out. "His compan~ 
According to Grover, they ar~ ion, John Smith of Tremonton, 
ranged a bed in the r·ear of the the oldest man on the trek, al~ 
vehicle and would take turns "nap~ ways seemed to draw a grou,p of 
ping and relaxing." He added that ladies to him. As he ·stepped 
it was " quite a hardship for pio~ through the gate, three ladies who 
neers to experience, yet we were were nearby immediately engaged 
hardened eventually to it." him in conversation. They want~ 

Nolan P. Olsen records one of ed to know why an old man like 
the more interestin~ highway him would want to go on this kind 
dramas which ocurred frequently of a tri,p." Dr. Munns writes: 
during the trek " You know, ladies," he said, 

"my dear old Hrandmother walked 
With the covered wagons spac-ed out S h 

the way they were, it meant that the across these plains . he had s oes 
caravan occupied more than two miles when she left Winter Quarters, 
of highway~without counting stragglers. but by the time she got here they 
And what fun the big passenger buses were completely worn out. She 
had with us that day! They would work b f d d J' 1 k 
their way up to the head of the line, was are oote , an m oo inH 
only to stop at a town and let us all pass for her footprints in the sand. I 
again. The buses ran two or three hours know I'll find them, because ·she 
behind schedule that day, and the sad was a good old Danish girl and 
part was that we -couldn't hear a word her feet were lar~. e, with the toes 
the drivers said about us. 

far apart-like this." (And he 
The caravan entered the south- held his hand up with outstretched 

east corner of the city of North fin Hers.) 
Platte, paraded throu~h town and Dr. Munns says that his listen~ 
over the viaduct on Jeffers street ers were, as usual, spellbound by 
to the northwest edge of town, the stories John W. Smith told. 
where Buffalo Bill Cody once Brother Smith, who was person
lived on a large ranch. ally acquainted with Brigham 

City police led the caravan off young and Porter Rockwell , was 
the highwav to the site of the born in 1867, makina him eligi~ 
county fair Hrounds and the scene ble for the title of "native pio~ 
of a rodeo just a few davs before. neer." 
A large grandstand having a ca~ * * * 
pacity of 4000 people had been The stadium was beginninH to 
built there that spring and summer. fill with people and the kitchen 
The cars drove through a gate detail was working frantically to 
and onto the rodeo grounds. As Het dinner over before it was 
David L. Olsen said: "The wild dark. 
rye was about waist high" where The proHram was late in get~ 
the covered wagons slowly moved ting started, but the crowd was 
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entertained with community sing
ing, voluntarily led by Eilene 
Webb Clark, one of a number of 
Utahns in Vida Fox Clawson 's 
tour. 

Willard R. Smith , who had fin~ 
ished his K.P . duty just a few 
minutes before , was master of 
ceremonies for the program. 

V erl G. Dixon of the Provo 
chapter offered the invocation. 
The chorus , composed of George 
Lloyd, director , and L. Burt Bi~~ 
ler, Wallace P. Johnson , Richard 
Keddington, Aldon Jr. Anderson , 
La Verre V . Adams , George L. 
Woodbury, Fred E. Curtis and 
Alvin Keddington , next sang 
"On Great Lone Hill·s·," by Sibe~ 
lius. The accompanist, Alfred M . 
Durham, gave a sterling perform
ance, as usual , with his "vest 
pocket" organ. He also accom~ 
panied Dorothy and Richard Ked~ 
dington as they san~ a duet of 
"The Morning Breaks," by Par~ 
ley P . Pratt and Georne Careless. 

Main addre:;s of the evening 
was given by Fred B . H . Curtis, 
chaplain for the Sons of Utah 
Pioneers. Brother Curtis, on a 
few days ' notice (the scheduled 
speaker had been una ble to ma ke 
the trek) , pre,p :::t red and delivered 

~ 

Top: H istoric Fl. Laramie in \Vyom in g be
come "home" /or a nig!Jt to ~ ur trekkers. 
Lcfl rcnler, lop : Conoco comes to th e !l'agons 
and the cars are fill ed w ith go "on location." 
Lefl re nler, bollom : Even the plat/arm is all 
"oiled" up when modern Utah pioneer - come 
to t ou •n~oil barrels support th e planked plat/arm 
/rom u•hic/1 Elder KimlJO!l peaks. Right center: 
fu dge Jeppson and George Everton strike a 
likely pose in tl1e ruins of one of tfw old Fort 
barracks. Botlom lcfl: George \Vooclhur:v. 
Dorotf1y Keddingt on, Nora Riclwnlson and 
Alvin Keddingt on blend th eir uoices in . ong 
rluring tl1e evening program at fl. Laramie. 
Bollom right: A /don f,.. AndNson 11•on II'Oml 

praise /or hi, remarks ns speaker n[ tl~e er•enin(l. 
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a memorable discourse of events 
on the Mormon trail. He told of 
the thousands of buffalo the orig-
inal pioneers saw in the North 
Platte region. He described the 
differences in motivation of the 
Saints-as they traveled the north 
bank of the North Platte river 
-and the Oregon-bound com
panies who traveled the south 
bank. The Mormons had been 
forced out of their homes, he said , 
and were in search of religious 
freedom. Proof of their high prin-
ciples may be found in the record 
Utah has made in education , sci
ence and community progress .. 

Honored guests, who were 
seated on the stand, were Elder 
and Sister Spencer W. Kimball , 
Mayor and Mrs. George B. Dent, 
Jr., of North Platte, President Don 
T. Swain and Executive Secre-
tary C. T . Van Ausdall of the 
North Platte Chamber of Com
merce , and Mrs. Swain and Mrs. 
Van Ausdall, President Estel C . 
Lile of the North Platte L .D.S . 
Branch and Sister Lile. 

Mayor Dent wa~ presented 
with an " odometer," an exact 
copy of the original instrument 
used to measure mileage on the 
1847 and subsequent treks . 

The Sons of Utah Pioneers 
sang " Glory to God on High" as · 
a prelude to the dramatic presen
tation , the last before Fort Brid-
ger. 

The script, written by Clair 
Likes , was filled with humorous 
situations in the creation of the 
odometer and in the meeting of 
the Frenchman, Beaumont, with 
Brigham Young. However, it 
ended with a dramatic portrayal 
of Brigham Young 's foresight and 
inspiration as he auided his com
pany on the north side of the 
river so that those who followed 
would have good grass for their 
animals and an easy trail to fol 
low. 

The trekkers enjoyed an extra 
hour of " grace" at North Platte , 
because it was here that their 
w a tches were to be reset from 
Central Time to Mountain Time. 

Top and cenlcr lc rl: Mile o/ter m ile> a/ter mile o/IN mile o/ vV yoming de.'l' rl land and (('(' 
began to /eel a true kinship to th e pioneers o/ olcl. T op ri ght : 'vVe eros eel a rickety lnidg c> 
tha t lwei bee n. erec ted sometime orouncl 1870 when. Ft. Laromie was in it s lwyclay. c>c> mecl 
tcnturies older fo u . u.f1en we made th e cross ing . Cenlcr righl : ThP campsite wa typ ical 
o/ t.lw rugged lancl th rough. wl1icl1 tl 'e tcere tra veling. .We circlc>d near th e /ew tree there
obout s. Lower lefl : /l is honor the president gels presc>ntc>cl tdlfl a Kirtland bank note [Jy 
the people of Torrington, Wyoming . Lower ri ght : ]im Connon ond Da vid ll eib , custqclian o[ 
Ft. Laramie Na tional l onumen./ prc> pare to plant a blue spru ce> on the ofcl Fort ground . lr. 
I-feib was a real fri end to trekkers. 
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----~----------------------------------------------

Fourth Day-Friday, July 17 

The rigorous first three days 
had proved too much for some o.f 
the canvas tops which had sev .... 
eral rips in them. The extra time 
on Friday morning was used by 
many of the trekkers to do some 
sewing and mending on their can ... 
va·.:> in preparation for the Oregon 
Trails parade at 2 p.m. that day 
from Gerins:J to Scottsbluff. 

Dorothy Kimball Keddington 
was more conscientious,.........or ener .... 
getic..-than most, however. She 
had stayed up after the previous 
night's program and mended her 
canvas while the northern lights 
played in the heavens. She fin ... 
ished. her work at 3 a .m. 

The caravan ,pulled into Bridge ... 
port, the noon stop, almost an 
hour late; but received an enthu .... 
siastic greetinq nevertheless. The 
kelief Society of the Bridgeport 
branch had prepared a picnic 
lunch for trekkers and others 
who wanted to join them at lunch. 
There to · welcome the caravan 
were Mayor G. B. Alshouse of 
Bridgeport, and Presidents J. W. 
Leland Chase and Malcolm Pitch ... 
ford of the Bridqeport and Scotts ... 
bluff branches, respectively. 

Parley P . Giles, historian of the 
Sons of Utah Pioneers, who had 
traveled over the Mormon trail 
last year in President George AI ... 
bert Smith's comnany, was the 
trek s,peaker at Bridqeport. He 
recounted the story of the inven .... 
tion of the odometer which was 
completed in the Northport ... 
Bridgeport area by Appleton Har .... 
mon, workins:r under the super
vision of William .Clayton and 
Orson Pratt. 

Just a-s the trekkers were leav .... 
ing Bridgeport, Lyman Rich 
heard one of the little boys say 

to his companion, "Just think, I'll 
be 108 when they come back 
again." 

President Pitchford, who had 
arranged for the caravan's par ... 
ticipation in the Oregon Trails 
p~uade, traveled in car No. 1 as 
it left Brids:Jeport over the dirt 
road that led ,past historic Chim .... 
ney Rock and brought them into 
Gering. 

The parade had already trav .... 
eled the three .... mile route from 
Gering to Scottsbluff when the 
trek caravan arrived. Most of the 
40,000 onlookers wer:e still lining 
the parade route, however, as the 
covered wagons moved along be ... 
hind police sirens north across 
the meandering Platte river to 
Scottsbluff. Upon arrival there 
they were led into a pasture 
where they traveled about a mile 
to a place near the Burlington 
railroad tracks. 

There, in a lone grave just a 
few feet from where big trains 
rumbled by daily, lie the earthly 
remains of Rebecca Winters , pio .... 
neer mother. Nora P. Richardson , 
representing the Daughters of 
Utah Pioneers, paid eloquent 
homaqe to this pioneer mother 
who had been a member of the 
second company of Saints to come 
west. Her qrave had been found 
when, in cha~ting a course for the 
railway, a topographer kicked a 
clump of sagebrush to place a 
stake for the center of the rail 
bed. His shoe touched an old 
wagon tire on which was crudely 
chiseled, " Rebecca Winters , age 
50 years ." She had died of cho} .... 
era while on the exodus west. 
The course of the railway was 
altered to miss the s:Jrave. 
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The program by the graveside 
was one of the few held in the 
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absence of a large crowd. It was 
appropriate, too , that only those 
who fully appreciated the ·signifi-
cance of Mormon exodus and 
consequent suffering attended the 
sacred services. 

Ruth Fox Clawson Shields gave 
an extemporaneous speech follow -
ing Mrs. Richardson's on·the sub-
ject of her grandmother, Ruth 
May Fox, who walked the dis -
tance from Omaha to Salt Lake 
valley and is still living and en-
joying good health . 

* * * 
"The city of Torrington, Wyo-

ming , wants us to stop there for 
a few minutes," Brother Boud 
announced. "We had better move 
a long if we expect to be at Fort 
Laramie in time for our program." 

Torrington , a town just a few 
miles over the Nebraska--Wyo-
ming border, was "on its toes, " 
as one trekker put it . It had been 
one of the first towns to com-
municate with trek executives in 
the early spring of 1947, inviting 
them to chart their route through 
Torrington. 

After the brief ceremony of 
~1-reeting from Torrington officials 
the trekkers quickly moved to 
their cars for the final 20 miles 
of the day's journey to old Fort 
Laramie. As the motors started 
turning over, Heber Jacobs, who 
was enjoyinp a root b~er float in 
a nearby drug store , ran to his 
car with his glass in his hand. 
Paul Tanner, driver of the car , 
had started the motor because the 
cars in the rear were anxious to 
move. Heber placed his drink on 
the engine hood in his hurry to 
climb in. But when he got in he 
couldn't reach it. Onlookers 
roared with lau~hter as he made 
several futile attempts to pick up 
the glass. He finallv succeeded 

just as several people came for -
ward to help him. The caravan 
began to move \/hen Heber Ja-
cobs had his root beer float once 
more in hand. 

Ft. Laramie looked as though it 
might have been a set from a 
Hollywood epic which was left 
standing after the movie company 

. had pulled out. The old buildings , 
with crumbling walls and sag-
ging roofs, looked as if they were 
the workmanship of some Holly-
wood artisan. It was almost be-
yond imagination that this peace-
ful , grassy spot, bordered by the 
Laramie river, was once the 
scene of much frontier turbulance, 
and one of the busiest places in 
western America. 

The circle was formed in a low-
land area west of the main 
fort buildings, which was large 
enough for a complete circle with 
no cramping. David Heib, the 
park custodian, had obligingly ar -
ranged to have th ~ high grass cut 
in the area where the cars parked 
·so as to eliminate as many mo-
squitoes as p_ossible. 

Seeing the river, some of the 
more itchy trekkers felt the need 
for a swim, and made their way 
to the chilly banks. Adrian Can
non said that he will never forget 
the scene of Judge Joseph J epp-
son in the swift current of the 
Laramie river, " beard bobbing up 
and down in the water. He looked 
anything but a master of jurispru-
dence then ," Adrian commented. 
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Fort Laramie was the first of 
three overnight stops at which no 
trek drama wa·s presented. It 
gave the hard--working dramatic 
group and stage hands a chance 
to rest and enjoy the program. 
For scenery manager Joseph Wil-
liams and n proot:rty assistant, 
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Dewey Stout, it was a welcome 
relief not to have to unload and 
put in place all the scenery. How .... 
ever, it meant no rest for Golden 
Webb, Blain Lublin and Harry 
Poll , who had to set up the lights 
and sound system just the same as 
always. 

The stage had been rylaced at a 
low spot facing a gentle rise. The 
audience, therefqre, enjoyed a full 
view of the stage. The Torring .... 
ton Chamber of Commerce offi .... 
cials had worked with Mr. Heib 
in preparing the ~tage , which was 
made of plankins:J supported by 
large oil barrels. 

William E . Nelson was master 
of ceremonies of the program, 
which had drawn over 1000 ,peo
ple from the farms and small 
towns in that region. Thomas F. 
Kirkham of Lehi offered the in..
vocation. Nora P. Richardson 
next sang "Old Pioneer Melody," 
which had been arranged by her 
accompanist, Alfred Durham. The 
mixed quartet, composed of 
George L. Woodbury, Alvin Ked .... 
dington , Nora P. Richardson and 
Dorothy Kimball Keddington , 
sans:r " Peace Hymn," by Parley 
P. Pratt. 

In the midst of eight days of 
interesting speechs, many trekkers 
labeled Aldon Anderson's talk on 
"Fort Laramie and the Mormons" 
as one of the finest. To garner 
background m<:.teria-1, Brother An .... 
derson had consulted the greatest 
living authorities on the history of 
the Fort and then spent days 
working it into speech readiness. 

Brother Anderson ~ade the 
most of the colorful history of Ft. 

Laramie, graphically describing 
its most importafit part in the de
velopment of th.e west. He traced 
its development from the fur trad
ing days through the pioneering 
era to 1890, when it was aban
doned as a military post. Later, 
the federal government designated 
it as a national monument. 

The address of the evening was 
given by Elder Spencer W . Kim
ball. His subject matter was once 
more the story of the Mormons. 
His treatment was different fror.1 
all others of his speeches, and trek
kers marveled at the variety and 
interestingness of his approaches 
in preachins:J the Gospel of love 
and truth. Joseph McEwan's re .... 
marks about Elder and Sister 
Kimball are enlightening . 

It was my honor to have as traveling 
companions in our covered wagon my 
good neighbor, Dr. L. L. Richards, and 
our special guests, Brother and Sister 
Kimball. W e really learned to love our 
fine guests. 

One of the grandest experiences of 
the trip to me was one which could 
have happened in our own home, but 
probably wouldn't have, it being prompt~ 
ed by the spirit of the great trek. Dr. 
Richards and I talked of asking Brother 
Kimball to tell us the story of his life as 
we traveled along. As it turned out, we 
each had our turn at telling our own 
story. 

Words cannot express the thrill that 
came to me and the strength I derived 
from getting an insight into the lives of 
these people. Tales were told and thanks 
expressed for our illustrious forebears, 
some of whom crossed the plains to
qether 100 years ago. It was learned 
that we had indeed a pioneer along with 
us as Sister Kimball told of her experi~ 
ences as a very young girl when she 
with her family and the rest of the Saints 
were forced to leave Mexico. 

We learned of some of the training 
to which the Lord puts those whom he 

+ 
Top: Big-wigs of tlw trek ... the cap tain of tens . . . are colleclt oge tl1 iw /or a morning mee tin g 
be/ore breaking camp at Ft. Laramie. nouom: A proucl moment / or comp personnel w hen the 
presentotion of colors recalls tf1e port th eir forebears played in th e Mexicon 'vVar. 
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has chosen to fill high and holy call
ings, and some of the inner thoughts of 
a humble servant when he was called to 
be an apostle of the Lord . We learned 
of our mutual love of the Gospel, of our 
wives, our children, the Church mission~ 
ary system, and the real and lasting val~ 
ucs of life. 

I was reassured that all the truly great 
men and women have not passed on, 
but surely many are among us ev-en to~ 
day. 

The Sons of Utah Pioneers 
quartet sang " An Anqel From On 
High ," following Elder Kimball' s 
address. . 

Mementos were presented to 
Governor Lester C. Hunt's repre~ 
sentative, as well as l\1ayor Carl 
P. Miller ot Torrington and Da 
vid Heib, custodian of the Ft. 
Laramie National Monument. The 
Torrington Chamber of Com~ 

merce , in turn, presented the 
S .U .P. a $5 note of the Kirtland 
Safety Society Bank, dated Feb~ 
ruary 1 0, 183 7, and signed by 
the Prophet Joseph Smith and 
Sidney Rigdon. E. M. Loy rep~ 
resented the Torrington chamber. 

The sinqing ot " Come, Come, 
Y e Saints" by the assembly and 
the benediction by President Mal~ 
colm E. Pitchford vf Scottsbluff 
concluded the evening program. 

Mosquito repellent was used in 
abundance that night by the trek~ 
kers, for they knew they were in 
the land of the "Mohawk." a 
nickname given to the formidable 
Wyoming mosquito. Many trek~ 
kers were also armed with mos~ 
quito netting , which helped them 
to get a good night's sleep. 

T op lel'l: Time lo moue on, bre!lm' n ... and the kitcTH' n /ruck is loaded by many a !J.elp 
ing llllll<l. Top ri ghl : Wagon ore parked near Guernsey, 'vV yo., /or a brie/ stop, w hile. below . 
tre kkers give tfw caniera the eye during their v isit to Guernsey, w here the early-day wagon 
tmcks are , till to be seen carved in the rock . Cenler le fl : A very mall part o/ the crowd 
numbering 29.000 tfwt thronged the slreets at Ca per, W yo .. to welcom e the caravan. Center 
righl : Th.e narrownes o/ the pass ing is accentuated when. a /ew trekker land in the rut 
made by hundreds o/ wagons pas ing in the some pol. Bollom : B y the m onument at Ft. 
Caspar, B . pence!' Y oung (Brigham Y oung V .) recall !h e day w hen hi /omou, forebear 
built a ferry across the Platte river near the spot w here h e speaks. 
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Fifth Day.....-JSaturd(\y, July 18 

Wyoming 's fish and game com~ 
missioner, Lester Bagley, was in~ 
troduced to the camp Saturday 
morning , July 19, as the guide of 
the caravan from Ft. Laramie to 
Rock Creek. Mr. Bagley proved 
to be an expert on Mormon his~ 
tory in Wyoming. Wagon 
tracks and ·scenes of pioneer inci~ 
dents were as familiar to him as 
if he had been there himself in 
1847. 

He first led the caravan to the 
wagon tracks near Guernsey, 
Wyoming. There he pointed out 
an almost chute~like passage in 
the rock almost six f~>:et deep. "At 
this point," Brother Bagley point~ 
ed out, "most of the western trails 
converged, passing through thf> 
trails and tracks which you see 
in the rocks. The deep cuts were 
made by the thousands of wagons 
passing through in the same 
place." 

The caravan hurried along to 
keep its noon-time appointment 
with the people of Casper, who 
had been prepared for the lonq 
parade of covered wagons. A col
lapsed bridge over one of the 
desert washes caused some delay 
and an eventual detour of a few 
lwndred feet over rough sage 
brush and rock . 

Malcolm Le Sueur, chairman 
of the Ca·sper Chamber of Com
merce committee on trek arrange,.. 
ments, was on hand at the city 
limits of Casper with numerous 
city officials , includinH Mayor H 
W . Noyes, to greet the caravan. 
Wendell Ashton and Elder Kim,.. 
ball were asked to ride in an open 
car with the mayor in true Broad~ 
way style. The sirens started and 
the parade was beHun. 

Mayor Noyes turned to Broth,.. 
ers Ashton and Kimball as they 
rode through the cro\wd,...packed 
streets and ·said: " You know, 
Casper has a population of 30,,... 
000, and 29 ,999 of them are lin~ 
ing the streets right now. In all 
my years in this city, this is the 
biggest thing that has happened 
to us. " 

The parade continued through 
the city and then proceeded out 
to old Fort Caspar, where a short 
program was planned. Just as the 
trekkers and other m~mbers of 
the audience had a·ssembled them,.. 
selves around the public address 
system, among the old fort build,.. 
ings , dozens of Indian war 
whoops were heard , and then 
trekkers found hard,... riding In
dians coming into the circle from 
all directions . Trekkers , like pio,... 
neers of old , held their ground 
and o,pened fire--.with dozens of 
still and movie cameras. 

The "Indians" were members 
of a local riding club who had 
painted their faces , decorated 
themselves with feathers and loin 
cloths. and made th ~ raid to add 
a touch of color to the trek . 

Speakers at the meetinH were 
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B. Spencer Young and Stanford P . 
Darger, whose scheduled ·speech 
at Register Cliff was cancelled 
due to lack of time to make that 
side trip . Both young men , Broth,.. 
ers Darger and Young, told Mor
mon history of that area and con
cluded with an outline of the 
modern achievements of the de ,.. 
scendants of the nioneers. 

Another speci<.~ treat awaited 
trekkers after the orogram when 
they were guided back to the Cas,.. 
per high school to use the gym 
showers. It was· the first "bath" 
since Centerville , Iowa , four days 
before. 



Elder and Sister Kimball sta nd on l1isloric lndepen.clence R ock ond go;:e at the en ·nmpmcnt o/ the pioneers o/ 1947 which is located near the spot w here hundreds 
o/ wngons made th eir nightly circle during tfw pioneering era. 
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Casper was a ga·ssing-up spot. 
In addition , many trekkers did a 
little shopping , as Casper was the 
last large town before Salt Lake 
City. As a result, the 60-mile 
drive to Indeoendenc·e Rock was 
made almost individually instead 
of with a caravan. 

lndependenc·e Rock ,proved a 
challenge to the pioneer ability of 
many trekkers. 

With a fence post Horace P. 
Beesley wielded the death blow 
to a rattlesnake which he and 
William Holbrook had ·found 
when they arrived earlv at Inde
pendence Rock. Brother Beesley 
says, "I atoned in part by carry
ing a sliver in my finger for sev
eral days. " This was the ·first of 
several experiences trekkers had 
with rattlers. 

The Kirkham brothers, Tom 
and Ray, also joined forces to kill 
one of the snakes. Myrl Norr 
comments that his father, 0 . Al
vin Norr, spent the night in the 
car after seeing the size of the 
rattler the Kirkhams killed. 'Tm 
not going to share my bed with a 
rattler, " he shuddered. 

Wen dell Ashton's description 
of Independence Rock, " Like a 
huge whale, lying in a sea of sage
brush, " may be the key to the 
Rock's ·significance as a trails 
landmark. It has been called by 
many historians "The Great Rec
ord of the Desert. " Daniel W al
lac·e Greenburg, in his foreword 
to the booklet published by the 

Natrona County Historical So
ciety, describes it this way: 

Independence Rock is an historic 
shrine to which future generations will 
refer with veneration. The best authori
ties in historic research of the plains and 
Rockies agree that it ranks among the 
great historical monuments of America. 
Upon its massive granite face have been 
inscribed the names of thousands of the 
pioneers of the Oregon, Mormon and 
California trail which passes by the Rock. 
It was the beacon in the desert for the 
adventurer, explorer, fur trader and emi~ 
grant within a century of time, and no 
chronicle of importance concerning the 
winning of the west has failed to record 
a tribute to its virtues. 

Like thousands before them, the 
trekkers had a wonderful time 
climbing all over the gigantic 
granite " whale" during the re
mainder of Saturday afternoon 
and also on Sunday morning be
fore departure. 

From the " saddle" of Indepen
dence Rock trekkers got their 
first panoramic view of the cov
ered wagon circle . To those who 
climbed the Rock before most of 
the canvas.es were pulled off, 
the sight was one of the most 
thrilling of the entire trip . W . 
Claudell Johnson , trek photo
grapher, cap t u r e d the scene 
th~;ough the camera eye, with 
Elder and Sister Spencer Kimball 
as onlookers. 

Members of the Church from 
the Casper district, under the di
rection of District President H . 
A. McFarland, had hauled a large 
tank of .fresh water to the camp 
area because there was no supply 
of drinkin~ water anywhere near 
the Rock. The members had also 

Top: Unbelievable sight to beT10ld-the original encirclement marks o/ oxen-drawn wagons still 
visible in the prairie soil and are pf10tographed /rom atop Independence Rock. Sweetwater 
river is in the lower· left comer. Bottom : A watermelon bu. t /or trekker gives them ample 
reason / or plea ure be/ore they push on their way to the valley. 
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set up a refreshment stand, serv
ing . hot dogs, hamburgers and 
cold soda pop. Trekkers found 
the refreshments very necessary 
to tide them over until the camp 
kitchen had dinner ready. The 
midday shower, the 60-mile drive 
from Casper in heavy winds, and 
the hikin~ around the Rock had 
sharp~ned appetites to a razor's 
edge. 

The cow bell from Glen S. 
Shields' ox now hanH'3 with Mrs. 
A. E. Boppel' s world collection 
of bells as a result of a meeting 
at Independence Rock. Brother 
Shields tells that he and his com
panion, Earl Sessions, were work
ing on their canvas tops when 
they were a p·1roached by two 
women who had examined every 
car's oxen and bells. Mrs. Bop
pel, who comes from Shakopee, 
Minn., told Brother Shields that 
she had bells from every corner 
of the ~lobe and would like to 
trade a bell for the one on hi·s ox. 
Brother Shields a~reed to the pro
posal, also ~ivinp- her a copy of 
the trek brochure. 

After a dinner of hamburger 
steak smothered with veaetables, 
boiled potatoes, l-read and butter, 
and lemonade, the trekkers made 
ready for the eveninq perform
ance. The stage had already been 
set up by the Casper Saints. 

George Albert Bullock, son of 
Thomas Bullock, who was clerk 
in Bri~ham Young 's first com
pany, took advantage of the time 
before the program started to ex
plain principles of the restored 
Gospel to Mayor H . W. Noyes 
of Casper and his party. Ross 
Fox, Brother Bullock's compan
ion, says that he held their in
terest for more than an hour as 

he told them of the Church and 
its tenets. 

Members of the audience 
spread out their blankets on the 
ground swell between the stage 
and the Rock. and others found 
that the gradual slopes of the 
Rock's saddle afforded surpris-
ingly comfortable seating. • 

As the Sons of Utah Pioneers 
chorus san~ "Let the Lower 
Lights Be Burnin~ ," in the fast 
deepening twilight , the majestic 
solitude of the desert and the 
Rock were felt by the audience. 
The program continued and the 
combination of the speeches and 
music with the frontier-like at
mosphere wa·.s as true a reenact
ment of ,pioneer life a.; anything 
O'l the trek. 

After a violin rendition of 
"Though Deepening Trials," by 
Golden Webb, the main address 
of the evening, ' 'Independence 
Rock," was given by Ray E. Dill
man of Roosevelt, Utah. Presi
dent Dillman pointed out that the 
ori~inal group had camped there 
1 00 years ago on Tune 21st. He 
sketched the background for his 
remarks this way: 

This granite pile of rock appears to 
have been dropped here by the Great 
Architect · in almost singular abandon. 
Regardless of its lack of organization and 
s tructural symmetry, it has become one 
of the landmarks, a milestone in the 
h:story of man. Its shapeless form gave 
assurance to the w eary traveler for 
miles before he arrived at it, and also 
offered silent encouragement as it sank 

, into the horizon , after he had passed. 
It is almost like a mammoth quonset hut. 
In fancy we again see contented herds 
of buffalo, and the evening smoke from 
buffalo chips, made by some camping 
hunter or soldier of fortune . 
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President Dillman pointed out 
that • two things make that spot 
memorable: ( 1) the significance 
for which it gets its name, lnde-
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pendence Rock, is purely patri .... 
o tic, bein~ a result of a celebra .... 
tion on July 4th by another group 
of ,pilgrims; ( 2) the historical s i ~ ,.... 
nificance of the landmark itself, 
for , as Robert Spurrier Ellison re .... 
lates it , " for over a quarter of a 
century, there circled round its 

CARAVAN 

huge mass , the f{reat tide of hu .... 
manity pressinq forward to com .... 
plete the conquest of the Pacific 
slope." 

In conclusion, President Dill .... 
man asked the audience what it 
would require for the present and 
future generations to ·be moved to 

Top lcfl: The great ''Register o/ the De.ert ," Independence R ock, as seen /rom th e f1ighway 
ou t o/ Casper. Top right: Some o/ tfH' plaque and mark in gs that give further interest to tl1is 
londmark so eagerly ant icipo tecl by th e original pioneers. Botlom, l. lo r.: Charl ie W ashakie 
is presented witf1 on o//icial U P ring by manufacturer Edward B. Perkins. Mayor H. vV. 

ayes of Casper speak his welcome. Dr. M arcus Bach, head o/ Universit y of fou>a's , cfwol 
o/ R.£' ligion, has Cl ]ew II'Ord to say to tfw crowcl gathered in tf1e w ilderness. Ray Dillman, 
~peoker o/ the cc>cning, told many interesting fac t concernin g this historic spot. 
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accompli-sh great thirigs as did 
their forefathers. If we are to do 
anything worthy of note in this 
day, our purpose must be the 
same as the pioneers, "spiritual in 
iL inception, sacred in its ulti~ 
mate destiny," President Dillman 
said. 

The mixed quartet sang " I Will 
Lift U.p Mine Eyes, " preceding 
the presentation of mementos by' 
Wendell J. Ashton , master of 
ceremonies. Mayor H. W. Noyes 
responded to the presentation, 
voicing appreciation for the im~ 
pressiveness of the caravan at his 
town of Casper, and the quality 
of the services at Independence 
Rock. 

The program had two unsched~ 
uled surprises. 

First was when Charlie Wash
akie, ·.son of Chief Washakie who 
was an ardent friend of the Mor~ 
mons, was introduced to the audi~ 
ence with his wife, and then pre~ 
sented an honorarv membership 
in the Sons of Utah Pioneers . 
Brother Ashton .fastened an offi~ 
cial badge on his coat lapel and 
Edward B. Perkins, designer and 
manufacturer of the S.U.P. ring , 
fitted one on his fins:fer. As Wen~ 
dell Ashton noted afterwards, 
"Charles Washakie looked every 
inch an Indian , even to his black 
braids han~ing down toward his 
broad shoulders." His wife, who 
wore ankle~high moccasins bead~ 
ed with a floral desiqn of red, 
qreen and white, explained that 
her granddaus:Jhter, a shy ~irl of 
about 12, was a direct descendant 
of Sacajawea, guide to the Lewis 
and Clark expedition. 

Second unscheduled event was 
an imprompt~ speech given by Dr. 
Marcus Bach at the invitation of 
Wen dell Ashton. Dr. Bach told 
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of his experiences with L.D.S. 
mi·ssionaries in Iowa City and 
church members who had attend~ 
ed school at the University of 
Iowa. He had invited many mis~ 
sionaries, over a period of years, 
to speak to his classes in reliqion , 
and never once, he added, did any 
of them fail to give an intelligent, 
interesting presentation of Latter
day Saint beliefs. Dr. Bach had 
joined the trek as part of his life~ 
long ,plan to study all religions, 
especially those which showed 
qreat spiritual vitality. A recent 
book written by him deals with 
several minority religions and 
their enthusiastic followers . It is 
labeled, "Theirs Is the Faith. " 

Dorothy and Richard Kedding
ton sang "The Lord Is My Shep~ 
herd," after Dr. Bach's speech. 
Then the assembly sang "Now 
Let Us Rejoice, " followed by the 
benediction by Malcol.c1 F . Le 
Sueur. 

Fred E. Curtis wa·.s asked to 
look after the comfort of Charlie 
Washakie, his wife Ellen and 
their granddaughter , so after the 
program, when all the camp had 
gone to rest, he visited their tent 
to make sure that they were all 
well. On his way back he stepped 
on a snake which quickly struck 
at him, hittin~ the side of his boot . 
Brother Curtis chilled as he heard 
the snake's rattles . He told his 
companion, Parley Giles , about 
the incident, and the two of them 
decided that there wa-s no sense 
encouraging further reprisals ·from 
rattlesnakes, so they climbed into 
their sleeping bags, which were 
on a foldins:J sprins:J bed. The bed 
quickly collaosed, dumping them 
to the ground, which they imag~ 
ined was crawling with rattlers . 
" In the twinkling of an eye," 



ix group o/ modem pioneers, who are bankers, doctors, lawyer , merchants, farm
ers and educa tors in eli guise. provicle interesting camera study when pictured al 
l ndependence Rock, Wyo. 
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Brother Curtis says , " our spring 
bed was tied to our wagon, and 
with the support of other stakes 
we were able to enjoy a good 
night's rest with no worry about 
rattlesnakes." 

In the middle of the night 
George Everton SJOt alarmed 
when he couldn't locate his 

Sixth D ay ..-Sundav, July 20 

Giggles were heard by Arza 
Paul early Sunday morning from 
the area where some of the mem
bers of the Church from Casper 
were camped, so he went over 
to inve·stigate. He found that two 
couples had gone to bed ·"pioneer 
style." A man and his wife had 
taken the center of the bed, and 
.the other couple, beins:J unmarried, 
took their olaces on the outside, 
next to their own sex. "On being 
discovered in this situation by the 
early risins:J trekkers the women 
folk seemed slightly embarrassed," 
Brother Paul said. 

The pace of camp activities was 
lei·.:mrely Sunday morning as trek
kers gathered around for pictures 
of the entire personnel. Also many 
group pictures were taken by 
camera enthusiasts ......- which in
cluded almost everyone. 

Arza Paul took time off to do 
some pre-breakfast exploring. His 
morning experiences included 
fordins:J the Sweetwater river in 
typical pioneer style, surprising a 
coyote-and himself, and count
ing 24 cottontail rabbits a-s he 
strolled along. 

+ 

companion, Lyman Rich . He 
called out to the guards,· Vernal 
Norman and Leo Bankhead, for 
assistance in locating Brother 
Rich . After considerable search
ing , Brother Norman said, they 
found him " curled up like a kit
ten under the covers at the foot 
of his bed ." 

Trek guide Lester Bagley ori
en ted the trekkers once more be
fore the caravan started moving 
with these remarks: 

This is truly one of the most historic 
spots on the old trail. All pioneer com
panies to the w est passed this famous 
granite rock. The original pioneer com
pany camped a t noon a bout 1 Y2 miles 
down the Sweetwa ter from this point on 
a sma ll fla t tha t is v isible from this 
location. On the high ground about one 
mile downstream was th e loca tion of the 
milita ry post known as the "Sweetwater 
Sta tion ," and between this point and the 
Rock w as located the old Overland 
telegra ph s ta tion and the pony express 
stables. The vanguard crossed the Sweet
water about 1 Y2 miles upstream from 
Independence Rock. The old ford is 
clearly visible. As we leave this location 
we will pass the Devil's Gate and stop 
a t the M artin 's Cove Monument. 

Sunday School, just west of the 
highway at the above mentioned 
monument, was termed by many 
trekkers a-s the outstanding me·et
ing of the trip . Perhaps it was 
memorable because, as members 
listened to the speeches and music , 
they could see the cove iti the dis
tance where the great hardcar t 
tra~=redy had occurred . The pas t 
s·eemed very close and very real 
as they heard stories of heart
breaking hardship among hand
cart pioneers·. 

T o p : Smiles ore .<pon/oneous ll'lwn lrekk r rs climl) on lncleprn.dence R ock oncl pose 
/ or tlw com r rnmon. Bo llom : Th e complete assrml)logc is shown once more on tlw 

rock tl' iill the huge groni le boulders forming an impressive backgroun.cf. 
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Lawrence D. vVilde of Brigham 
City was the main speaker at the 
services. He devoted part of his 
talk to the story of Nellie Pucell, 
survivor of the Martin's Hollow 
traHedy, of whom Brother Wilde 
said, "Pain was the price of every 
ste,9 she took. " 

In the spring of that year, 1856. 
Nellie, who wa-s then 9 years old, 
sailed with her parents and her 
sister from England to America. 
They joined the Edward Martin 
company at Iowa City, which 
started for the west on July 28, 
the last group to depart for Salt 
Lake in 1856. The start was 
made too late in the year and 
snow and cold overtook them as 
they traveled through central 
Wyoming. Relief wagons sent 
out froni Salt Lake met the Mar~ 
tin company at the cove and car .... 
ried survivors back to the valley, 
Nellie among them. According to 
Brother Wilde, "when they took 
off her shoes and stockings the 
flesh came with them." · 

A doctor advi·sed that in order 
to save her life her feet must . 
come off. Brother Wilde contin ..... 
ues: "They strapped her to a 
board and without anesthesia the 
surgery was performed with a 
butcher knife and a carpenter 
saw. It was a poor amputation. 
Flesh was not brought over to 
cushion the ends; as a result, the 
bones protruded from the stumps. 
For the rest of her life Nellie 
moved moved painfully about on 
her knees." 

She married William Unthank 
and had six children by him. Pov ..... 
erty and pain were her lot, but 
patience and faith were her guid ..... 
ing beliefs. Later in life, Brother 
Wilde adds, " Dr. George W. 
Middleton offered to trim her 

stumps so they would heal and 
enable her to wear artificial limbs. 
But the horror of that first ampu~ 
tation was so vivid in her memory 
that she could never consent to 
another op_eration." 

Another trekker to whom the 
Martin trage-ly had great signifi~ 
cance is Ernest Parrish , whose 
own father , Joel Parrish, was one 
of the group which left Salt Lake 
to give assistance to the handcart 
company. Joel Parrish was there 
when several died in one night. 
He returned with the survivors 
to Salt Lake valley. 

Since the caravan was unable 
to make the trip to the actual 
scene, Lester Bagley described it 
for them: 

Martin 's Cove, or Martin 's Hollow, can 
clearly be seen to the southeast across 
the Sweetwater. It is located behind 
the sand dune and between the two 
projections of the granite hills. This 
spot is protected on three sides by the 
granite hills. The site of the old camp 
ground is a flat , grassy space in which 
there is a clear, cold spring. These gran~ 
ite boulders offered little protection to 
the handcart companies, but it was the 
best that was available. 

D. James Cannon , who had 
been scheduled to speak at Sweet .... 
water Crossing, l1ad been asked 
to give his remarks at the Mar .... 
tin 's Cove pause so that time could 
be ·saved. Brother Cannon re ..... 
counted incidents of the original 
group near the Sweetwater. It 
was there that Briqham YounH's 
best horse was shot accidentally 
as it tried to run away. It was 
there that the pioneers found an 
ice spring in June and a few miles 
later enjoyed a friendly snowball 
fight. Bro. Cannon pointed out 
that both the 1847 and 1947 groups 
had laughed over humorous in .... 
cidents and had enjoyed many 
good times. A·s· the original group 
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Top lcfl : Th e night i. too soon over and leepy campers get dressed /or the day's journey. 
Parley Giles pulls on hi socks while Harold Jackson button his shirt. Top right: Shaving in 
a manner /or rem oved /rom the handy elec tric razor of today-reason enough why some trekkers 
gr-ew beards. C enter: Pres. Fran cis Child of the Western States mission, extends warm 
greetings to Sons o/ Uto.'t Pio:1et• rs go t!wrcd ot fortin 's Cove , which i visible in distance 
ot right. Bollom lcfl : , \not/1CI· view o/ tl1e monument surrounded by trekkers. Boltom right: 
Law rence \Vi/de o/ Brigham City tells his fellow travelers o/ the tregedy that occurred 9 1 
yeor·s ago in thi Twllowed place. 
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cros·sed the Sweetwater and near
ed the Continental Divide, their 
thoughts undoubtedly turned to 
the conquest which was ahead of 

·them in the Great Basin. They 
were fortunate , Bro. Cannon said, 
because their frontier, their ob
jectives were pretty well defined. 
"As we draw nearer home," he 
added, " our objectives which lie 
ahead of us after this reenact~ 
mentis over are not so clear..-but 
I'm sure they are just as great, 
if not greater. The salvation of 
the whole world from war and 
destruction is our frontier, the 
preaching of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ is our means of accomp
lishment. May the Lord help us 
to grasp our responsibilities as 
our forefathers qrasped theirs." 

Young Joe T eppson, one of the 
two Boy Scouts on the trek, re~ 
corded a littl.e drama which oc
curred near the monument unbe~ 
knownst to most of the trekkers. 

As we paused for Sunday School, 
the road was crowded with trekkers 
making their way to the service. Being 
in a hurry, I ran into the brush, about 
ten yards out from the road. Sud
denly I heard a sharp rattle. Jumping 
sidewards, and turning around, I saw a 
large rattler whi,.ch had quickly coiled 
itself. 

I hurriedly called upon the services of 
Elias Day, Earl Shipley and Lionel Maw, 
who returned with me to the deadly 
snake. Noticing an antique sword on the 
side of one of the wagons, I borrowed 
it for safety measures. We advanced 
cautiously to the spot where we found 
the rattler in the same position. Elias 
Day hurled a small stick at the reptile, 
but scored a near miss. 

As the snake emerged from a bush, I 
saw my chance, and with two strokes of 
th sword I ended its life. 

Returning to the service, I showed 
Dorothy Keddington the rattles. I ex~ 
pected her to jump back in fright, but 
instead she left the meeting in a hurry 
to see the dead rattler. She witnessed 
the skinning, but was annoyed because 

Lionel Maw wouldn't give her the skin. 
He wanted it for a hat band. Perhaps 
Dorothy wanted it for a necklace. 

Spencer W . Kimball and Pre·s~ 
ident Francis A. Child of the 
Western States Mi·ssion each 
spoke briefly. President H . A. 
McFarland of the Casper district 
offered the benediction. 

The caravan traveled for more 
than an hour after leaving the 
monument before Mr. Bagley ·sig~ 
naled for a change in the route 
from paved highway to the dirt 
road to Rock Creek. Wen dell 
Ashton sketched the scene briefly 
in the Im,provement Era maga~ 
zine: 

The eastern approach to Rock Creek 
was the only portion of the journey with 
which Brother Cannon and I were not 
familiar. We shall remember it longer 
than any other. The road was dusty 
and rocky and gnarled with steep, ab~ 
rupt turns. The bottom of our car occa~ 
sionally scraped on the high centers, 
and in trying to avoid them we broke 
off 'the hoofs of our plywood oxen on 
the clumps of sagebrush bordering the' 
narrow road. Occasionally we caught 
sight of the ruts of the Mormon Pioneer 
trail. 

Our car became hot with toil and 
strain. I wondered about the cars press
ing through the dust clouds behind us. 
What about those with low centers? 
What about the cars with wagon boxes 
built close to the ground? 

W e reached Rock Creek at sun
down, weary but thankful. Then we 
began to anxiously count the cars as 
they tugged into camp.....-as one would 
count miners emerging from a disaster~ 
struck shaft. 
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To every trekker the road to 
Rock Creek is sown with unfor
gotten stori·es. There was drama 
at every turn of the road. The path 
was littered with debris from 
wagons which were struggling up 
ahead. Every driver had prob
lems peculiar to the model of the 
car he drove. Some had low cen~ 
ters, some were too wide, and 
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some had bumpers which dragged 
at every high spot. 

Dave Evans finally discovered 
the cause of his slow progress was 
his big traveling companion, Ray 
Dillman. Evans' low .... slung new 
car would sink lower every time 
Brother Dillman re .... entered the car 
after he had left it to HUide Broth .... 
er Evans over a rough spot. 

Jim Cannon, who had left car 
No. 1 shortlv after the caravan 
had turned off onto the dirt road , 
was riding with John Boud and 
Jay Lyman in Brother Boud ' s scout 
car as it came up behind Brother 
Evans ' car. Lyman and Cannon 
offered to hike for awhile and 
offered Brother Dillman their 
place in the scout car, which he 
a ccepted under protest. Brother 
Evans scraped alo~g with less 
trouble after that. 

Progress wa·s slow enough so 
that the two hikers could keep up 
with many of the cars by cutting 
across the prairie and meeting the 
next bend of the road. Drivers 
would call out to the two hikers 
askinH them if they wanted a 
ride . They refused. Then, several 
curves and hills later, the same 
drivers found thems elves over .... 
taking the same hikers, whose 
pace had been unhampered by 
boulders and sagebrush. 

It is no secret that in the heat 
of the toiling , snail .... like travel , 
causing damage both to the cars 
and the wagon boxe.3, the trekkers 
did some " beefinq" about the 
trail and the guide, Mr. Lester 
Bagley. Today, however , after the 
scars are gone and forgotten , Mr. 
Bagley takes on somewhat the 
stature of a hero who provided 
trekkers with the most memorable 
phase of the eight days ' travel. 
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'!._,, Burt Bigler voices the senti
ments of many when he says: 

The sixth day was by far the hardest 
day and coldest night of the trek, but the 
one day that will be remembered and 
cherished the longest by me. Going up 
over the mountains throuqh the sage 
brush and rocks to Rock Creek gave me 
an opportunity to reflect on the terrible 
hardships of our pioneer forefathers. 

Alfred M. Durham found a 
new closeness to his parents as he 
recalled that his mother, Caroline 
Mortensen Durham, as a little 
girl of six years had suffered 
hardships and privations along 
that same trail. With her mother , 
crippled father, and seven })roth
ers and sisters, she had traveled 
to Rock Creek with the Willie 
Handcart Company in 1856. Bro. 
Durham's father, Thoma-s- Dur
ham, was also a handcart pioneer 
having traveled across the plains 
with the ill-fated Martin com
pany. 

Mr . Bagley pointed out to Arza 
Paul as they nec:red Rock Creek 
the extensive dredging operations 
which had netted operators about 
$400 a day in gold for a period 
of three or four year!:. Brother 
Paul made some quick mental 
calculations and gue·.ssed that 
that stream which thousands of 
Saints crossed over contained 
enough gold to have paid for the 
outfitting and travel expenses of 
all of them. 

George Biesinger unconscious
ly reenacted some of his own 

h r:1i ly history when he turned 
around after reaching Rock Creek 
and went back to help others over 
the trail. Hi3 qreat-~randfather , 
John Harvey "went back" from 
Salt Lake in 1856 to aid the be
lated handcart companies. Bro. 
Biesinger, Richard Lambert, 
David Evans and Wend ell Ash
ton retraced most of the dirt road 
with Mr. Bagley in his car to 
check the progres-s- of the remain
ing cars. One car, driven by H . 
Harold Jackson, had left its entire 
wagon box and top by the side of 
the road when it proved too much 
of a hindrance. Another had 
broken a spring. All cars , except 
one driven by the Kirkham bro
thers of Los Angeles and Lehi , 
were accounted for. Of that , 
trekkers had to wait until the next 
day to hear the story as told by 
Ray Kirkham: 

After being hung up on high centers 
and tearing our wagon box several times 
because our car was built so low, my 
brother Tom from Lehi read th ~ incident 
of the " last wagon" in Brother William 
Clayton's diary of the original trek. 
W e, like that good brother 100 years 
ago, decided to spend the night alone on 
the plains, thus duplicating to the very 
letter an incident of a century ago. 

Even at Rock Creek the cara
van had visitors. Several groups 
had driven over the dirt road 
from the west to attend the pro
gram. 

Willard R. Smith conducted 
the services which began with the . 
congregation ·singing, "We 

~ 

Top : " CouC'rless' ' wogons /inall y orriuc ot R ock Creel~ o/ter a rigorou. journ ey up tfw C onli· 
nc> rtlol Diuirle. Cent er Lor: \ group o/ solt'mn mt> n gat/, er orouncl tllf' p/cquc• morkinn t!H' 
:;p (J / wlu•rt> so many o/ th e \Villie Twndcart compony perisflCcl. cnlcr boll om. l. lo r. : One 
Dron.ch o/ R..ock Creek border oreo w here meal is served to trekkers. J ofm F. Tlou•t! lls nrl
drl' sses tf1e gathering and tells the lory o/ the valiant Willie company. A close-up o/ tfw 
plaque placed over the mass gra ve o/ tfw e who peri T1ed tTw re in 1 56. A blue spruce ;_ 
planted by Dr. St ocks ancl 13ro. vVessman, w l1ile Loran Hirschi looks on. Bollom : TT1e dele
gates /rom Cache County group themselves /or a souvenir picture taken in tf1e early morning 
on tf1e bank o/ R ock Creek. 
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Thank Thee 0 God For A 
Prophet. " Pres. John Whittaker 
Taylor of the Lyman L. D. S. 
Stake offered the invocation. 
Horace P. Beesley played a flute 
solo of " Serenade" by Gounod. 

John F . Howells , as trek speak~ 
er, told of the Willie Handcart 
Company disaster at Rock Creek. 

The Willie company, 500 strong, had 
3 cows, a wagon and 3 yoke of oxen for 
each 1 00 travelers, a tent for every 20 
and a handcart for every 5. After a late 
sta rt, the company lost most of its cattle 
to the Indians. Carts broke down caus ~ 
ing further delay. Early Wyoming bliz~ 
zards found the travelers exhausted and 
starving, several hundred miles from Salt 
Lake. On Oct. 18, 1856 they camped 
in deep snow on Rock Creek. Five per~ 
sons died that night, the next night 
fifteen died and were buried in one 
grave. Three supply wagons that ar
rived from Utah on October 20 enabled 
the survivors to go on to Fort Bridger. 

Elder Kimball, as he delivered 
his · address following a musical 
number from the Sons of Utah 
Pioneers chorus, added an inter~ 
esting commentary to the Willie 
Company story when he told that 
two of the men were buried one 
morning in a grave they had 
helped dig the night before. 

The Mixed Quartet sang "The 
Handcart Song" in honor of the 
Willie Com!Jany. The closinq 
song wa'S' " Come Let Us Anew" 
by the congreaation. Glen S . 
Shields, trek member from Tooele 
gave the benediction. 

The whole camp was abed and 
everything was peacefnl, when 
the night air was split with loud 
explosions and Indian w d r 
whoops. Guards Loran D. Hirschi 
of Cedar City and Vernon A . 
Black of Kanab bravely circled 
the cam,p tryinq to locate the in~ 
truders and single~handedly quell 
the attack. It ~ounded like a tribe 
of Apaches on the war path, but 
the guards had a job to do .. . . 
They finally found that the 
source of the explosions and 
whoops were three trekkers who 
felt that Rock Creek would be 
an ideal place to use up their fire~ 
works and their surplus energy. 
Dick Lambert, Dave Evans and 
George Biesinger were the self~ 
admitted disturbers . After the 
guards hustled them off to bed 
all was peace and quiet excep t 
the ea rthsha king rumble caused 
by several heavy snorer ::;. 

T op: Trekk ers se tt le themselves "comfort ably" amid I he rocks a/ Rock reek lo parlake o{ 
1he morning meal. Cenler. L Lo r.: M r. and J\f rs. Lester Bagley o/ 1l1 vVyoming Fish and 
C ame Commission, are piclw·ed w ith the copper serving tray tT1ey accep ted /rom the UP. 
Rock S prings. vVyo. . ancl the u•agon are parked w l1ile lrekk ers participate in the noon 
program. / uclge j oseph Jeppson, w ho was sch.eduled to speak at Paci/ic pring. and S enator 
r:lias L Day, who was s l1eduled lo peak at C hurcl1 Bulles, make their remarks at R ock 
, prings because o/ scheduled delays. Bollorn lefL : Primory children ol Green River, vVyo .. give 
!h eir all en/i on lo W enclel/ A . hlon, speoker ouer the m ike. l1oll om righl : Tfw cw·ouon cle!ours 
nnrl slops off !he nw in l1igluuoy lo ruplnce !T, e canvos lops l> e]ore tlH' )' enlcr Ft. Driclge r. Cn•<•n 
Riue1· i. on !Tw rinhl . 
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Seventh Day-Monday, July 21 

The caravan wormed its way 
over 8 miles of narrow, rutted 
roadway before it arrived at At~ 
lantic City, a gho·st town which 
had once seen prosperous days 
durin 51 Rock Creek's gold rush 
period. All the buildings were 
now boarded up except the hotel 
which owed its continued life l'o 
v isiting trout fishermen. 

The gravel road that the cara~ 
van met at Atlantic City seemed 
like paved highwa· · to the travel~ 
ers as they drove to the once~ 
famous town of South Pass City. 
It was here that the women's suf~ 
frage movement in the United 
States had started, according to 
the trek guide, Lester Bagley. Mr. 
Bagley pointed out that the area 
marked by the three towns of 
Lewiston, Atlantic City and South 
Pass City " formed the nucleus of 
approximately 20,000 people who 
w ere engaged in the mining in~ 
dustry." 

Mr. Ba9ley asked the trekkers 
to watch for other pioneer land~ 
marks after passin9 South Pass 
C ity. " In a few miles ." he said , 
"you will pass by the famous 
South Pa-ss , and a lew miles 
fa rther you will see the well~ 
known Pacific Springs, which is 
a s:tTassy flat to the south with 
a large spring. This was one of 
the most~frequented camps in 

early days. You will proceed on 
to the Sandy Crossing , which you 
will see near the store at Farson, 
Wyoming ." With these final di~ 
rections , Mr. Bagley said good~ 
bye to the caravan. 

Trek " p a u ·s e s" at Pacific 
Springs, Farson and Church 
Buttes were not made in the in~ 
terest of time, but speakers at 
each of the~e places were asked 
to present their messages at the 
midday stop at Rock Springs. A 
few miles north of Rock Springs, 
cars were signaled to the side 
of the road and instructions given 
to put on the canvas tops. Wil~ 
lard R . Smith, captain of hundred , 
had requested trekkers to save 
canvas by taking them off the 
cars at lndeoendence Rock, and 
keeping them off during the trav~ 
el through the non~populous 
areas . 

In a few minutes the white 
tops were ag-ain on and the cara~ 
van rolled into Rock Sprinqs on 
schedule. City police led the 
caravan to the park in the center 
of town where the program was 
to be held . There, Dr. John Z. 
Brown, who had been unable at 
the last minute to go to Nauvoo 
to participate in the trek . met the 
caravan to g-ive his speech origin~ 
ally scheduled for Farson, Wy~ 
oming. There, also , ·sev eral eager 
wives of trekkers met their hus~ 

Top Icfl: vVe have it on good authority that tlliS handsome group of clwracters paid Claudell 
/ oftson to t.ake thi p ic ture /or them. H ow about tfwt? Top righl: Three hi-iinks with 

·more up their sleeve than the ir elb ows u'ere responsible /or many o/ tfw practical ;okes th at 
U'ere pulled in camp. The camp clowns pictw·ed in all their innocence are George Bie
singer, Richard Lambert, David Evans. cn ler lefl: Tlere's an important foursome, witl1 
/im Cannon overshadowing / ack Boud, w itf1 Wendell A l1ton ancl Ralph C. Smith 
/cl('ing them. Cenlcr righl: The kitchen help .oys tf1is menu is ;ust rigf1t. Tfwt's 
Joseph Bennion, Bill elson and Bill Robinson peering into the soup kelllc. l3ollom 
lcfL: Now it's your turn to see wfwt' cookin ' . . . green l>ean.s and elk meal immcring to 
perfection. Bollom right: Another of tfwse signs tlwt let tf,e town . people know we were 
l"nming. ond th ey morfe tts / ('e l ll'elcom(', inrl(' n 1. 
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bands after driving from Salt 
Lake City. 

Speakers a t the noon program 
w ere : Judge Joseph G . Jeppson 
who told one history of Pacific 
S prinHs; D r. Brown who dis 
cussed Sandy Crossing and Far
so:l ; Fred E. Curtis who spoke of 
events in the Rock Springs re
gion; and Elias L. Day, whose 
subject was Church Buttes . which 
w 2re to be seen that afternoon 
~ bout 3 o 'clock. 

Cars fo rmed in line on the high
way west of Rock Springs after 
fueling up to begin the afternoon 
journey to Fort Bridger. 

Heavy winds enroute finally 
forced the caravan to stop and 
remove the wa9on tops again . 
As the cars neared Green River, 
W yominH they stopped once 
more to throw the canvases over 
the skeleton fo rmed by the wagon 
bows, because Green River of
ficials had s p ecifically requested 
~ parade through town. 

Every train and factory whistle 
in G c en Riv er was ooened wide 
~s the parade started . The high
way w as bord ~red by crowds of 
people. H a lfway through town 
the city police came to a stop 
near a large a ssemblage of child
ren . The L.D.S. Primary child
ren of Green River had gathered 
to see the modern reenactment of 
the great exodus they had been 
studying about in their classes. 
Bro . Ashton and Elder Kimball 

greeted the children and spoke to 
them briefly on Mormon pioneer 
history . 

At Green River the thoughts of 
three trekkers were stirred . as 
they recalled a story of their par
ents. The three were brothers , 
A. D. , Harry D., and Jethro D . 
Brown from Weber County. 
Their father and mother , Thomas 
D. and Esther W ardle Brown, 
had walked barefoot from Green 
River to Salt Lake 85 years ago 
carryinH a six months ' old baby. 
A. D. Brown commented, "My 
attention was drawn to the s tub
ble and harsh brush along the 
way. No wonder my parents said 
that many times the blood prints 
from their feet were left in the 
sand. " 

The wagon tops were taken 
off again after leaving Green 
River in order to allow a speed
ier journey ~o Fort Bridger. Citi
zens of Lyman, Wyoming , just 
two miles east of Fort Bridger , 
watched curiously as the 72 cars 
drove into town with wagon bows 
bare and, circled around one of 
the larqe blocks south of the busi
ness district . Trekkers tumbled 
out of the cars and once more ex
pertly thr·ew canvases over the 
framework and secured them. 
Then the caravan moved on to the 
highway once more to make their 
la·st overnight stop at historic Fort 
Bridger. 

Many familiar faces were 

+ 
T o p left : W e reach Ft . Bridger and prepare /o form /.he camp circle. T op right : Elk meat 
. imm r> rs over tfw open /ire, l>ul trekk er waited long /or Jl1i meal due to program delay . 
Cn ter left : Dignilories gath er 'round the blue spruce .that the:v are about lo plant on famed 
Rrirlger grounds. Center ri ght: Full blooded Indians /rmn Uintah basin sing native song 
nnd displa y handsome cos tumes during the Ft. Bridger· program. Bollom left : A scene /rom 
lir e> drnmolic produc/ion present e< l th ere. Bollom center: President Dauid 0. McKay oncl Elder 
I forolr( /3. Lee, !Je!oued church oulhorilies, speok during t fw program, to w hich many •Jamilie. o/ 
tr<'kkr>r lr cr:l come. Bo ttom ri ght : Th e crou•cf II'O S thrilled tl'ilf1 Doroth y Keddin(ll on ·.., nnrl // . V 
H '<'.<1<·;.-'s snprnnn owl /lut e du el. 
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omong the crowds lining the dirt 
road into the old Fort. Richard 
H . Wootton, S.U.P. Trea-s·urer 
a::1d one of the trek planners who 
was unable to go on the trek, 
was there. Doz·ens of trekkers' 
hearts jumped as they saw their 
loved ones amonq the onlookers. 
It se~med longer than eleven or 
twelve days since they had left 
home. 

Covered wagons moved slowly 
by the historic buildings, then 
turned right to a green pasture 
north of the old parade ground 
for the encirclement. It wasn't 
a perfect circle that night due to 
lack of space, but, bordered by 
the tall trees, the old buildings 
and the high grass, the scene was 
picturesque. 

The commissary · committee 
went "all out " at Fort Bridger 
to make an evening meal worth 
rememberinq. Antelope, venison 
and elk roasts were served, alonq 
with boiled potatoes, bread and 
butter, lemonade, and chocolate 
pudding for dessert. 

A crowd estimated at between 
1500 and 2000 spread out their 
blankets and camp chairs on the 
parade ground lawn to see the 
eveninq performance, which was 
opened with ,orayer by President 
Joseph I. Williams of the Wood~ 
ruff L. D. S. Stake. Master of 
Ceremonies William .E. Nelson 

next introduced the So~s of Utah 
Pioneers chorus which sanq , "On~ 
ward Ye People, " by Sibelius. 
Before the oresentation of me~ 
mentos by Wendell T. Ashton , 
Dorothy Kimball Keddington 
sang "Sweet Bird ," by Handel. 

To President David 0. McKay , 
second counselor to the president 
of the Church of J e:ms Christ of. 
Latter~day Saints and chairman 
of Utah's Centennial celebration, 
Bro . Ashton presented a pair of 
beautifully beaded Indian gloves. 
"President McKay can better 
handle the reins of the Centen~ 
nial program and those of his 
horses on his ranch in Hunts~ 
ville with these gloves ," Bro. Ash~ 
ton said as he made the presenta ~ 
tion. 

The three feminine members 
of the trek were surprised when 
B:-o. Ashton called them forward 
to snap a Centennial charm 
bracelet on the wrist of each one. 
The bracelets had been made by 
Trekker Edwartl B. Perkins of 
the Los Angeles chapter. 

President McKay 's stirring ad
dress dealing with closing events 
of the original trek showed the 
·:;'ignificance of decisions made 
then in relatio::1 to the develop~ 

ment of the intermountain west. 
His remarks gave undisputable 
proof of Brigham Young 's inspir-

-?> 

Top lcfl : The last lap . .. and tfw "welcome U ta/1" looks mighty good to travel-weary 
trekkers. Top righl : Pres. G eorge A lbert Smilfl and C ou. l l. 13. M aw ' are p f10tographed at 
n monument marking the last campsite be/ore 1 47 pioneers ent ered tfw k alt Lake V alley. 
Ccn lc r lop : The band plays on as part o/ th.e trek celebration in llene/er, U tah. Center 
bo t Lorn, le ft : O ops-i-da isy . . . one contestant loses ground and almost T1is dign it y when 
participating in the lick pulling contest at Parley's Con v on. sum mil. enle r bo llom . right : 
Tu •o ' finali sts in the pioneer game are C olden \ V ebl) an.cl Ray Dillman. 'vVebb ct •as detc>r
minc>d the w inner by fudge Tack Howells. Bollom lcfl : TTw " Th is Is tfw Place Monument " 
in tl1e foothills of Emigra tion can yon is surrounded w i1T1 local cili;;enry welcoming th c> ir 
frc•kk c>rs fw mc. Bol lom right : T ftC' rwoPnn is n pic /urC'.<Cfli C' . igfil a s if tl •ind;; d ol('n Fm :grol ir!ll 
cw JWl fi onrl mokPs i/ s n frnncc info tTw valley. 
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ation and faith. President McKay 
outlined the history of Fort Bridg .... 
er, introducing many little .... known 
but important facts about the .Fort 
and the man from whom it re .... 
ceived its name, Jim Bridger. 

The Mixed quartet sang "The 
Pioneers," by 0. F. Whitney and 
Alexander Schreiner. The drama .... 
tization on Fort Bridger followed. 
Cast of characters and script will 
be found in Acts . 

Rain fell durinq the latter part 
of the performance, but the audi .... 
ence stayed on to hear the song , 
"This Is The Place," by Alfred 
M. Durham, sung by the SUP 
chorus. The assembly then sang 
" Come, Come, Ye Saints ," by 
William Clayton. Benediction 
was given by Willard R. Smith. 
Announcement was made that a 
refrigerated truckload of water .... 
melons had been brouHht from 
Salt Lake for the enjoyment of 
trekkers and friends. There at 
the truck to serve the crowd were 
the three donors, Howard J. Me .... 
Kean, Sterling H. Nelson and 
Joseph H. Lym of Salt Lake City. 

Dee D. Brown received word 
at Fort BridHer that his wife in 
Ogden, Utah had given birth to 
a son on Sunday, while Dee was 
with the caravan at Rock Creek. 
Dee's father, Jethro D ., after .... 
wards remarked that the infant's 
red hair was a perfect match for 
Dee 's red beard. 

* * * 
Certain mysterious events at 

Fort Bridger- that Monday night 
were not cleared up until after 
the trek was over. Investigation 
started when Horace P . Beesley 
wrote, " Off the record , but it 

has been suggested that Nora 
Richardson might know why 
there were no corn flakes ·for 
breakfast at Fort Bridger." 

L. Clair Likes ' light essay re .... 
qarding the background of Bro. 
Beesley's inference about Mrs. 
Richard·:mn, although not origin
ally written for publication, is 
herewith published under the title , 
"Breakfast in Bed." 

Breakfast in bed! Oh, for the life of 
a trekker! It all came about at Fort 
Bridqer when Nora Richardson suggested 
some pioneer dancing for the group 
around the campfire. W endell Ashton 
could hardly believe his weary eardrums 
that anyone could scare up enough 
energy to cut the light fantastic at that 
hour. The tired but final "no" did not 
dampen Nora 's enthusiasm.....-it merely 
re-directed it. 

Commissary captain Joseph Bennion 
was routed out of bed, and in hush hush 
tones the dastardly plot was revealed. 
Furtively and with some misgivings, 
Joseph Bennion aided Nora in raiding 
the food truck. 

Comes now the villainy! On pretense 
of being solicitous of their comfort, 
Nora visited the un-retired trekkers. 
Her inquiries of their welfare always 
included the pattinn of the beds.....-ostens
ibly to determine if their softness was 
adequate. And always a "Wonderful!" 
or "You should sleep well tonight." Oh, 
perfidy ! When the ha··less trekker re
tired, he found himself the recipient of 
breakfast in bed.....-corn flakes.....-the gift 
of Nora Richardson. 
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Unwilling to let the last night 
go by without a fitting celebra
tion , most of the dramatic I=JTOUp 
and a .few cohorts, qathered 
around the campfire to sing and 
explode fireworks. Wen dell A sh
ton strugqled out of his cot, put 
on his jacket and sleepily walked 
over to the campfire to request 
the celebrants to qo to bed. The 
camp was then undisturbed until 
daybreak. 
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Eighth day, Tuesday, July 22 
lnterestinH friendships were 

made even in the early morning. 
Ross Fox of Salt Lake tells of 
one that happened atFortBridger: 

About 5:1'5 a .m., I was at the creek 
getting a bucket of water when a .Mr. 
Ferris of Philadelphia came to the bndge 
to take a last look at our encampment. 
He was greatly impressed both by our 
circle of wagons and by our spirit. 

He said he hoped that we would carry 
on in the spirit of the trek, and added 
that our people had something in their 
hearts not found anywhere else. As sec~ 
retary of Indian Rights Association he 
hoped that we would wield an influence 
to get helD for the Navajos. Sixteen 
thousand Indian children are out of 
school for lack of facilities, he said. 
Mr. Ferris was going to retrace our 
trek from Fort Bridger to Nauvoo on 
his return to Philadelphia. 

As with the ,first day when 
the caravan was ready to start 
moving from Nauvoo, so with the 
last day when it was ready to 
move out of Fort BridHer, Car 
No. 1 couldn't start. This time 
it was a dead battery. Several 
trekkers gave the needed push to 
start the motor turning over and 
then Bro. Ashton found out that 
he couldn ' t shift out of low gear. 
This time the caravan couldn't 
wait. The leader beckoned the 
others on, and then drove into 
a service station. Bro. Ashton 
best describes his own thoughts 
at that time: 

The station attendant pounded on the 
transmission. But to no avail. Hopes 
of reaching Salt Lake City with the pro~ 
cession began to blur. 

The attendant was accomodating, 
though: 'Til call our head mechanic on 
the phone, and see if he can come." 

He did. About a half hour after the 
last car had left us, the gear had been 
fixed . We raced on toward Evanston, 
Wyoming. There we caught the others 
as they were fueling. 

A few minutes after crossing 
the Utah border two familiar fig~ 
ures waved the caravan to a stop. 

One was in a Scouter's uniform. 
He was George Albert Smith, 
president of the L.D.S . Church, 
and with him was Utah's gov~ 
ernor , Herbert B. Maw. They 
shook hands with people in the 
lead cars and caid they had been 
waiting anxiously to see the cov~ 
ered wagons. 

In Governor Maw's black se~ 
dan they then led the ,procession 
to the outskirts of Henefer, Utah, 
where bands and horses and 
riders waited in parade forma~ 
tion. The street·s were packed 
with a cheering holiday throng . 
The wagons moved behind the 
parade up Henefer's main street 
and then made a U~turn and 
started back. There was a short 
pause at Henefer for greetings 
and picture~ taking. 
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A big surprise that only Wen~ 
dell Ashton knew about awaited 
the caravan on the East Canyon 
route. However, Bro. Ashton 
had sent John Boud ahead that 
morning to make known a route 
change in order to save time. 
The caravan would have been 
slowed down by the dusty, nar~ 
row East Canyon road, so it was 
proposed to ao down Parleys 
Canyon and then over the ridge 
into Emigration Canyon. Dozens 
of boys dressed as Indians who 
had prepared for a mock attack on 
the pioneers were disapponited 
that morning .........-as were the trek~ 
kers when they learned about it 
afterwards.........-that news of the 
change in the route did not reach 
them in time to chanHe their plans. 
The attack was planned by Presi~ 
dent Carl W. Buehner of the 
Granite Stake, and was to be exe~ 
cuted by the Aaronic Priesthood 
boys of that Stake. 

The fulness of the daily sched~ 
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LL 2 had also prevented the ac~ 
complishment of an 8 ~day horse~ 
shoe tournament, carefully plan~ 
ned by John F. Howells, Jr., trek 
s,ports chairman. At Kimball's 
Ju :1ction in Parleys Canyon. how~ 
ever, Bro. Howells was given the 
time to carry out a stickpulling 
contest. This old pioneer game 
calls for two opponents to sit on 
the ground facing each other, 
with ·shoe soles together. The 
raen then grip a stout stick and 
st2rt pullinSJ. The one who loses 
his grip or is pulled from the 
rrround is the loser. Finalists in 
the contest were Golden E. Webb 
and Ray Dillman. Bro. Webb 
succeeded in raising Bro . Dillman 
from the ground, and was de~ 
dared stick~pulling champion. 

Once more, adjustments had lo 
be made in the schedule to meet 
ap,pointments at "This Is The 
Place" monument, Suqar House 
and downtown Salt Lake. The 
commissary truck was sent on 
ahead to locate itself near Wil~ 
lard Smith 's summer home in Em~ 
igration Canyon so that lunches 
could be ,passed out to the cars 
as they drove by on a little side 
road . 

The sight of the beautiful val~ 
ley was almost new to the trek~ 
kers . Their thoughts had dwelt 
rgreatly on events of 100 years 
:arro. Now here they were at the 
place that the original group had 
seen nothing but sun~scorched 
desert , like some of the country 
near Independence Rock. But 
there it was , a valley transformed 
from a wasteland to a verdant 
paradise by a people who had 
vision and perseverance. 

A few of the trekkers saw more 
than the valley. Elias Day des~ 
cribes another inspirational sight: 
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A -, we came out of Emigra tion Canyon, 
we saw two great columns of seagulls, 
each column tapering to the top in the 
form of a cone, and both columns re~ 
volving as the seagulls soared 'round 
and 'round. There were hundreds of 
beautiful birds. 

This was a demonstra tion different 
a nd outstanding from the ordinary flight 
of seagulls , and was a fittinn welcome 
home at the gateway of the cany on. 
It deeply tirred one's emotions. 

Thousands rimmed the hill~ 
sides near the great monument 
which was to be dedicated in 
two days. As the procession a,p~ 
preached, the recording of " Come 
Come Ye Saints" by the Taber~ 
nacle Choir was played and the 
crowd joined in. Tears were seen 
in trekkers eyes as they climbed 
out of their waqons to hear Presi~ 
dent Smith an-d Governor Maw 
speak over the radio and watch 
the layin51 of a wreath at the foot 
of the monument by Brother·s 
Ashton, Nelson, Smith, Boud and 
Cannon. 

Nearly every foot of the way 
from the monument to Sugar 
House was lined with people. As 
the procession al')l')roached 21st 
South on 13th East the crowd 
swelled to HTeat proportions. A 
Salt Lake City Lines special bus, 
carrying an honored group of 
living pioneers preceded the cara ~ 
van down 21st South to Sugar 
House 's famed plaza. There was 
a sea of faces everywhere . but 
seats had been saved for the old 
pioneers and for the new ones . 

The Sugar House Chamber of 
Commerce had erected a bunting~ 
lined platform . for the program. 
Cold soft drinks were passed out 
to t e thirsty trekkers before the 
program started. 

President Smith and. Governor 
Maw were introduced by Ray~ 
mond E. Nilson, chamber presi~ 
dent. They each spoke briefly 
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Down 2 1sl oulll in Lugar llouse parade th e cara van while thou ands line the slJ·eets. Top right : 

Th.e rou ing welcome /rom ugar I louse i given at the plo=.a and it's there tl1at firn Cannon, 

on behalf of trekker . presents leader vVendell Ashton wi th a portable typewrit er. Bottom. left: 

A portion of the crou·d nround 1f1e Plo:n monument. Ri ght : A Marin e Corps band leods tTw 

paracle up l oin /m e l. 
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and entertainingly to the large 
assemblage. Then Wendell Ash
ton presented President Smith 
with a pair of Mormon Battalion 
bookends and Governor Maw 
with a pair of beaded Indian 
gloves . Alvin Keddington sang 
a solo of "Wagon Wheels." 

An unexpected memento was 
presented to Wendell Ashton at 
the Sugar House stop by the trek
kers , with their ~Tatitude . A new 
portable typewaiter had been pur
chased that morning for the Sugar 
House presentation. 

Radio station KUT A recorded 
the program and later put it on 
the air. 

The finest mementos given, ac
cording to trekkers , were the 
medals presented by the Sugar 
House Chamber of Commerce to 
every participant. 

On behalf of all the trekkers 
Wen dell Ashton thanked Horace 
A . · Sorensen, chairman of the 
committee which planned the 
Sugar Hous·e greeting and his co
workers: Grant Midgley, who ar
rang-ed ·for the gold-plated sou
venir medals; Paul Pehr·son and 
M.L. "Bud" Brain who aided in 
decorations and arrangements ; 
Ray E . Nilson , chamber president; 
and board members Sidney J. 
Ottley and Ray D. Free. 

" My greatest thrill was the re
ception at Suqar House ," wrote 
John W. Smith aftpr the trek was 
over. 

An eg~ was laid in Sugar 
House. The egglayer had joined 
the caravan some place along the 
way. Judge Joseph Jeppson 's wife 
and daughter had made a pioneer 
chicken box, using wooden slats 
instead of wire , and sent it,..........com
plete with chickens,..........to the Judge 
while enroute from Nauvoo. Up
on entering the valley, the chicken 
box , which was tied into the side 
of the wagon, received much more 
attention than Judge Jeppson's 
bounteous growth of beard. All 
the attention prompted one of the 
chickens to lay the epg for the 
entertainment of the Sugar House 
people. 

Robert Barnes, a 1 1ember o·f the 
Salt Lake qreeting committee, 
urged the trekkers to hurry back 
to their cars and start moving . A 
Marine Corps drum and bugle 
corps , radio station KSL, and 
state, church and city dignitaries 
were waitinq for the caravan to 
arrive in downtown Salt Lake. 

The snappy drum majorettes of 
the Sugar House American Ligion 
post 65 , followed by the post's • 
drum and buqle corps members 
dressed in Indian loin cloths and 
wearing red paint , had been 
moved to 5th South and Main to 
join the procession again there . 
At 5th South , the caravan stopped 
momentarily while mimeographed 
instructions on parking for trek 
cars near the Bri~ham Youn~ 
monument were issued through 
car windows. 

T o p, le ft a nd right: \Vere u ·e glad to see tfwse hills o f lw m e! W e'll always remem ber 
entering our [Je foved valle)' ond listenin g tl'ith teors in o ur eyes to tf1e h om e {o/ks' vo ir es 
Mend u •iih the recording of the cho ir in "Come, Come, Ye oinL. " From iTH' " Thi 1. th e 
Plare" M onument we paraded to ugor H ou se , w here tT1e local C hamber o/ Commerce had 
rcn/ly gone to a lo t o f trouMe to gree t us. Center. le ft and ri ghl : They even h ad tl1e clru m 
ond l1ugle corps d res eel up like red skin s. Bottom. le ft and right : Th e pires of our holy temple> 
... Rrigham Youn g monument silh oue ll ecf again st tlw evenin g sky ... lwsts and f10s ts of 
fri ends a nd lo vecl ones linin g Main s tree t ... ancl u•e were hom e. KS L, th e nett>s pa pers nn1f 
off th e pro per dignitaries u •c> n' on hand to mnke our Tw m.ecomin g o ffic ial, too. 
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The Marine Corps band swuns:J 
smartly onto Main from 5th "South 
and started the parade north to~ 
ward the Brigham Young monu
ment. 

Crowds were packed from the 
edge of the street back to the 
business buildings for the next 
five blocks, and at the monument 
they were packed hundreds deep. 

Trekkers' emotions and 
thoughts as they waved to the 
thousands of people, and then 
saw the First Presidency of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter~ 
day Saints standing at the base 
of the Brigham Y ouns:J monument 
to greet them reached a climactic 
point which will never be forgot~ 
ten by any of them. David L. 
Olsen expresses his own thoughts 
simply in his diary: 

As I neared the monument of Brigham 
Young, that great man, I realized more 
than ever before what it all means. And 
now it is nearly over, I am just a little 
bit sad. Even though I know the trek 
can't go on, in my heart I am selfish 
enough to wish it could. 

To the men who had spent long 
months planning the trek, in fact 
to all trek personnel who had 
prayed so much for its success, 
the presence of Presidents George 
Albert Smith, J. Reuben Clark 
and David 0. McKay at the final 
greeting was positive proof that 
the reenactment was a success. 
Their presence there was as im ... 

portant to the participants as all 
the crowds along the 1500 mile 
route. 

Edwin H . Lauber, chairman of 
the Salt Lake welcoming commit~ 
tee, had done his job well. The 
final program went off without a 
hitch , and many trekkers said, 
"Such a grand welcome I have 
never had in my life." 

Mayor Earl J. Glade greeted 
the trekkers, commending them 
for a tremendous job well done. 
To the Sons of Utah Pioneers 
with Wendell J. A·shton as presi~ 
dent he presented the key to the 
city. Bro: Ashton spoke inspiring~ 
ly as he thanked the mayor and 
all who aided in the great home~ 
coming. He later wrote: 

Our hearts were light, all right. But 
more than that, they were grateful. They 
were thankful for a afe deliverance 
across the plains. We felt that H e who 
had guided the first company of pioneers 
to the valley a hundred years ago had 
been with us. There had been no mis~ 
haps to our personnel. The warm greet
ing of Mayor Earl J. Glade was the last 
of a long strand of tributes from every 
mavor who met u.::; along the route. 
Where a persecuted people had trod a 
hundred years ago, their descendants 
had been hailed , not for what they had 
done, but for the deeds of those who 
had been persecuted. 

Indeed, we the Centennial trekkers, 
with mankind, miqht well ponder the 
words of the poet who said: "The lesson 
of life is to believe what the years and 
centuries say as against the hours." 

Unforge LLoble sigh t wl1ich tuill be long remembered by trekkers tt'a this scene of th e huge crowd, 
tlle figure of Brighom Young ond tl1e stately pire of tfw oft Lake Temple whicll greeted tTH!m 
Tue cla y afternoon, ]uly 22. 1947. Visible at the bas of th e ~n;onumenl ar Pres. George Albert 
Smith, ]. Reuben Clark and David 0. McKay o/ tlw Fir t Pre iclency; Gov. Herbert B. IaU', 

layor Earl ]. Glade and member of the city commi sion. 
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OUR STORY IS TOLD IN SCENES AND SPEECHES 

The pians strike a po e.-- oprano Doro th y 
1\..imbafl Keddinglon, scripl w rit er L. C lair Likes 
oncl cframo/ic clin~c l or Francis L. U rry. 
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THESE ARE THE ACTS . . . A most important part of entertainment provided 
by the Sons of Utah Pioneers C entennial Trekkers for the crowds gathered at each 
nightly stop along the old Mormon Trail was the dramatic kits written, directed and 
played by trekkers themselves. Each skit concerned itself with some incident or 
incidents that had occurred approximately I 00 years ago in the locale in which it 

was being presented. 

It is not to be wondered at that these informal presentations were so enthusi
astically received by the audiences fortunate enough to see them, for there was a 
surprising amount of effort expended in the preparation of them. For background 
material script writers L. Clair Likes, Luacine Clark Fox and Francis L. Urry 
delved into early church history and the journals of pioneers who had crossed the 
plains under the leadership of Brigham Young, and other sources. Their task was 
not an easy one. They had to compile the information, prepare scripts that would 
be entertaining, simple enough to produce in rough country with few stage properties, 
yet dramatic enough to have a convincing effect on the audience. They must be 
professional, too, so that a good impression would be made. Francis L. Urry was 
th e dramatic director and he trained his troupe with skill and enthusiasm. He was 
assis ted by Donald B. Alder. Rehearsals began several weeks in advance of the 
trek. Much credit is due Joseph Williams who designed and made the scenery and 
had charge of properties. 

The following pages contain full copies of the scripts with a li t of characters 
and other deta ils concerning their presenta tion. These, then a re the ACTS. 

DRAMA 

Any attempt to dramatize the incidents which occurred on the 
1847 Exodus has all ·the indicia of "gilding the iily." One becomes 
more aware of this situation as he reads farther and deeper into the 
history of that monumental event. While real life is by and large, 
more dramatic than its re,production on the stage, screen or other 
media, it would be frightfully flat if it were set on the stage exactly 
as it occurred. The intervening lapses, pauses , and undramatic ele~ 
ments attending the real life situation create the need for editing " life" 
for stage purposes. 

There is no claim that the "Trek" 'dramas are correct in every 
detail. The order of speaking by the various characters , even the 
speeches themselves are missing in the historical data available and 
have to be reconstructed from the t:arrative context of such documents. 
The authors of the five "episodes" attempted to minimize the " editing" 
of the incidents depicted. Apologies are, therefore , due and tendered 
for any impressions created by such editing which may counter tra ~ 

clition. 
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TREK DRAMATIC PRESENTATIONS 

PRODUCTION STAFF 

Francis L. Urry 
Director 

Adrian W. Cannon 
Stage Manager 

Harry N. Poll 
Light and Sound 

Donald B. Adler 
Richard Keddington 

L. Clair Likes 
Edward Lauber 
Assistant Directors 

Joseph H. Williams 
Scenery and Properties 

Nora P. Richardson 
Dorothy K. Keddington 

Ruth C. Shields 
Costumes 

CASTS 
NAUVOO SEQUENCE 

SCRIPT -FRANCIS L. URRY 

Mother ................................... ............... Dorothy K. Keddington 
Father ----·····-·····-·---·-··· ··-----·----·-··-··-··-··-·S. Richard Keddington 
Child ·····---··-··········· ······-··--····--·· ·-· ··· ·····-··· ···-·------- Marilyn Bean 
Joseph Smith ···-··-··-------·· ···- ···········-· ·-······--·--·-·---Francis L. Urry 
Hyrum Smith --·-·----·-·-·-····-·-··········--·- ·· ··----···-·--····· L. Clair Likes 
Dr. Isaac Galland -··--·-------·--·-··------···---·······-···-W. H. Holbrook 
Heber C. Kimball .... ................ : ... .......... .......... F. L. Michelson 
Voice of Prophecy ·-···-···· ···-········-··--··--· ··· ····-F. Alburn Shields 
Willard Richards ·-----·- ·····---·-··········· ···················A. W. Cannon 
Brigham Young ··· ·· ·······---- ·-·······--·-············ ·······Donald B. Alder 

and others 

NARR: 

"When a deed is done for freedom, 
Through the broad earth 's aching 

breast, 
Runs a thrill of jov prophetic, 
Trembling on from east to west. " 

W e came down from the Mountains 
of the West, the Rockies, we of the 
second, third and fourth generations of 
those who built here a century ago. "c '1~ of tht> Ut<·lh P!o:~e .~r5, "e carr:~ 
that we might keep faith with those 
whose bodies sleep in dust. We came 
that we might join hands with you in 
feltowship and love. W e salute you, 
citizens of Illinois, and join in a cama~ 
raderie of National Faith in our great 
land from sea to sea. · 

W e tread again the steps our fathers 
trod and, walkinq with them, gaze in 
retrospect on scenes long since enacted. 

For the record , let us note the cur~ 
rent time a nd place. 

PLACE: NAUVOO, ILLINOIS. 
DATE: JULY 14TH. 
YEAR: NINETEEN FORTY~ 

SEVEN. 

"Time is swift in passing; we cannot 
call it back; it comes, then passes for~ 
ward along its onward track, and if we 
are not mindful, our chance will fade 
away, for life is auick in passing, 'tis as a 
single day." 

A century ago, nay, let us say, a 
" few days ago, " our fathers stood where 

-we now stand. This was their home, a 
sacr,ed shrine, a city, beautiful----

161 

We stand upon the summit of a 
hill, 

The evening shades descending 
cool .and still, 

Are folding in the sable pall of 
night 

The twilight beauties fading on 
the sight. 
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But far away, in colors warm and 
true, 

Our vivid fancy sees another 
view 

Rise clear and bright upon the 
mental gaze, 

Like wakened memories of forgot
ten days. 

Far down the vista of a hundred 
years 

The grander panorama 's front ap
pears, 

A moving vision on the scenes 
cast, 

A glowing present of the withered 
past." 

Yes, this was the home of our fathers 
~the ir town~crowned with the loveli
ness of a holy temple, reared to God by 
th ? humble hands of toil. This, the 
"Mormon City"~"Nauvoo, the Beauti
ful." 

Builders they were, who developed 
from a marsh their scenic fertile place; 
frontiersmen from the East~Ohio, Penn
s ; lvania , N ew York, Vermont, who al
ready had learned the art of conquering 
the waste places~only to be driven from 
their lands to s?ek new havens of safety 
and peace~ tha t th t'Y might worship God 
according to the dictates of conscience. 
See!dng liberty in libertv 's land~a peo
pl~ oppress?d~driven, routed, besieged. 

SCENE ON STAGE: 

ESCAPE 
A number of Pioneers fleeing from 

Misso:.tri~the group is composed of men, 
womzn an:! children. . . . One couple 
and their child halfngly bring up th2 
rear. The mob is heard off stage: 
MOTHER: We can 't qo on any longer. 

Let us give ourselves up. 
FATHER: There is no turning back. 

We must strug\lle on. Better to die 
from exposure than to be killed by 
demons in human form. 

MOTHER: But I just can't hold on any 
longer. 

FATHER: With God's help we' ll en- · 
dure as long as a breath remains in 
us. 

(Child crying.) 
CHILD: I'm hungry. 
MOTHER: I know, my child, our ene

mies took all we had and they drove 
us from our home in Missouri. Oh, 
father, why should the righteous be 
made to suffer so? 
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FATHER: It has always been this way, 
my dear. Think of Joseph, our proph
et, lanquishing now in a jail and guilty 
of no crime, save the teaching of un
popular theology. We are lucky to 
escape with o:.1r lives . We can't give 
uo. 

MOTHER: If we o:tly had your cour
atje, fath ?r. It is only a few days since 
they burned you with the tar. 

FATHER: There is need for courage~ 
n~ed for hope.....-one day we shall find 
a place where we shall re::t unmolested . 
(Looks off left toward mob.) You.....
some day, you or your posterity, will 
have all the mob rule you are looking 
for. And their voices shall cry from 
the dust against .. . (Gasp as though 
faintino) . 

MOTHER (Rushes to his aid): John! 
John! What's wrong? 

FATHER: Oh.....-nothing. My lungs pain 
so.....-ever since I was hurt. But, come, 
we can' t stay here .. . if they catch 
us th ?·· will beat us again. 

CHILD (Is crying) : I can't.....-I can't walk. 
Please carry me. 

MO'rHER: My dear child, I know you 
can't hold up much lonqer. (She looks 
left.) Those fiends. Oh, what can we 
do? We can't stay here and be beaten 
again. 

FATHER: I'll try to carry him. Come, 
my child. 

MOTHER: Father, you can't. You have 
no strength. 

FATHER: Our strenrth is in God. 
Come, my child. (Father attempts to 
rais ~ child but a1ain suffers an attack 
and falls to the earth.....-the child crum
pli:1g with him.....-::J.othcr bends over 
th "m.) 

MOTHER: Father! John! John! 
FATHER: All~will be~well~mother 

-you must try to go on. Take.....-the 
water jug-maybe you can-revive our 
~hild. Take the...-

MOTHER: John! No! No! 
FATHER: All.....-will be~well.....-mother 

you must try to go on. Take the 
water jug-maybe you can-revive o:.~r 
child. Take the-

MOTHER: John! No! No! 
FATHER: Cqurage.....-mother. We~suf

fcr.....-but for~a little.....-season.....-then.....
then. (Sink in death.) 

Mob sounds off stage heard loudly.) 
MOTHER (Screams): Oh, God, help 

us! 
(Lights out.) ... Music up· quickly, 

dramatically, to finish.) 

J 62 



CENTENNIAL 

LIGHTS OF NARRATOR 
{Voice from Audience) 

VOICE: Just a moment. 
READER: Beg your pardon. 
VOICE: Just a moment, sir. {Rises from 

his seat and comes toward stage.) 
VOICE: I have a few questions I would 

like to ask. 
READER: Very well, come right up 

here. {He goes on the stage over to 
narrator.) 

VOICE: Who were those people repre
senting? 

READER: Those people? They repre
sented our people , your people, Amer-
icans. 

VOICE: What was their difficulty? 
Why were they being subjected to 
such treatment? 

READER: They were unpopular, ad-, 
herents to a different religion. 

VOICE: I don 't see that that has any
thing to do with their being beaten 
and driven. 

READER: Nevertheless , that's history. 
VOICE: History? You mean they were 

barbarians? 
R?.ADER: It is not for me to pass judg

ment. 
VOICE: That is one thing we can be 

t~ankful for in America. Our people 
have always been guaranteed religious 
freedom. 

READER: But this, sir, happened in 
America . 

VOICE: Now, you're going a little bit 
to8 far. Our country has always stood 
fo r fr£' edom of worship as guaranteed 
by our constitution. 

READER: You are right, but there were 
times when those guarantees were nor 
realized. 

VOICE: How do you mean? 
READER : These people whose misery 

you just saw portrayed 11epresent our 
people, Americans, who lived in onL 
of our sovereiqn states, who owned 
property built homes and believed in 
the constitution of our land. The kind 
of treatment you witnessed they were 
subjected to many times . 

VOICE: Why didn 't they do something 
about it? They had s2veral rights. 

READER: They did do something about 
it. When the governor of a state gave 
them an extermination order, they ap
pealed to the President of the country 
they loved, only to be answered with 
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the words, "Your cause is just, but 
we can do nothing for you." Hence, 
the necessity of fle ~ing to another state. 

VOICE: I still can't believe this took 
place in America . When was this sort 
of thing going on in our land? 

READER: In 1838-39 .. . it is an actual 
fact. 

VOICE: I'll have to look that up. But 
if this did happen, I wish I had been 
there. I'd have done something about 
it, because I love my country. 

READER : So did th ese p eople love their 
country. For Joseph Smith, himself, 
had said: (Spot Joseph Smith on stage 
giving speech about the constitution.) 

JOSEPH: "The Constitution of the 
United States is a glorious standard; 
it is founded in the wisdom of God. 
It is a heavenly banner; it is to all 
those who are privileged with the 
sweets of liberty, like the cooling 
shades and refreshing waters of a 
great rock in a thirsty land. It is like 
a great tree under whose branch_s 
me.~ from every clime can be shielded 
from the burning rays of the sun." 

(Black out.) 

READER : And you say you'd have 
do:1e something about it. You know, 
human beings are all pretty much alike. 
We are prejudiced always against 
these thinqs we do not understand, or 
are unwilling to investigate, and are 
to') harsh in passing judgment. It is 
wise to see both sides of every issue. 
Truly our forebears suffered. They 
endured privation worse than death, 
but that is all gone now. Their church 
was young,.........so was the nation young 
,.......an::! just as individuals grow by 
overcoming mistakes, so do nations. 
W e are not like that in America to
d3y. We've learned the meaning of 
our Constitution, and all classes, large 
?od small. enjoy its protection. 

VOICE: Well, friend, maybe you've got 
something there. Go on with, your 
story. 

READER: Very well; by the way, who 
are you? 

VOICE: I,.........J'm just a citizen of 1947. 
I'm glad I live in· this generation. 

READER: Very well, Mr. Citizen, 
th3oks for your questions,.........and now,....... 
to go on w ith our story. These people 
were indeed Americans all,.........our people 
,.......your people,.........champions of free
dom 's cause,.........victims of religious in
tolerance , bigotry, hatred, persecution 
and misunderstanding, who,.........despite 
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their woe-beset past built ever bigger 
and greater~with a firm faith in their 
nation's divine destiny. 

In 1838 it was necessary for these 
exiles to find a new place of shelter. 
Then it was that Joseph Smith and 
some of his associates called upon one 
Dr. Isaac Galland, owner of much of 
the land at Commerce, Illinois. 

(Scene on stage with Dr. Galland , 
Joseph Smith, Heber C. Kimball 
and others.) 

JOSEPH: You are Dr. Isaac Galland, 
sir? 

GALLAND: I am, sir. 
JOSEPH: I am Joseph Smith. 
GALLAND: Not the Mormon Prophet? 
JOSEPH: The same. My friend here is 

Heber C. Kimball. 
GALLAND: How do you do! 
JOSEPH: Dr. Galland, we have come 

to talk with you concerning the pur
chase of your tract of land in Com
merce, Illinois. 

GALLAND: Oh, I see. 
JOSEPH: We must find a place for our 

people to live. They are homeless~ 
many of them are desperately ill. 

GALLAND: Well~do you realize the 
condition of my property? 

JOSEPH: I believe so, sir. 
GALLAND: It isn 't a very good place 

to take well people, let alone anyone 
who is ill. Why~it's a marsh land, 
full of malaria. The mosquitoes are 
terrible; the ground is so soggy, there 
are only a few months of the year that 
a person on horseback can get from 
the top of the hill down toward the 
bog, without miring. 

JOSEPH: I understand that, Dr. Gal
land. 

GALLAND: And you still think you 
would want it? 

JOSEPH: Yes, sir! 
GALLAND: Well~it has nev•er been 

my principle to put something over on 
anyone~and I wanted you to thor
oughly understand what you were ask
ing for . Commerce is made up of only 
one stone house , three frame houses 
and two block houses~and there 's 
nothing much to them. 

HEBER: A very uninviting place all the 
way around, the way you describe it , 
Dr. Galland. 

GALLAND: Indeed! As a place for peo
ple who are already weary from suf
fering and persecution , it doesn 't offer 
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much. You se-2 , Smith, I am aware of 
your difficulties. I'm not one with 
you, but I certainly know wha t you've 
been through. And for a nyone to try 
to make anything of tha t swamp is 
difficult to imagine. 

JOSEPH: It will not be the first time 
we have overcome our difficulties, Or. 
Galland. W e must find a place no 
one else wants~then they may leave 
us alone . . 

GALLAND: I can understand that. 
JOSEPH: It's wonderful location for a 

city, Or. Galland. 
GALLAND: That it is. It may be~ tha t 

if the place could be drained off~but 
that will take so long. 

JOSEPH: With the help of the Lord we 
can make anything of it, and I'm sure 
we can make a home for our people. 

HEBER: W e have already purchased 
135 acres of land from Hugh White~ 
property adjoining yours, I under
stand. 

GALLAND: Yes, that is correct! 
JOSEPH: What would your property 

be worth , Dr. Galland? 
GALLAND: Let me see~well , I should 

roughly judge the land should bring 
about, oh, somewhere in the neighbor
hood of $50,000. 

JOSEPH: Fifty thousand dollars! 
GALLAND: Right! And for a poverty

stricken people it would certainly be 
a burden. 

HEBER: Well~what te rms could you 
offer us, Or. Galland? 

GALLAND: Now~I know you 'd a p
preciarz as much time · as possible. 

JOSEPH: W e would indeed, sir! 
GALLAND: 1 hen sha ll we s:1y~twenty 

years? 
HEBER: Twenty years~wonderful ! 

GALLAND: Your pa· ·ments would be 
about $2500 annually . Would that be 
sa tisfactoru? 

JOSEPH: Satisfactory~! should say~ 
if you will do it. 

GALLAND: Now~you understand what 
a useless place it is now? 

JOSEPH: That we do~but we will pur
chase it nevertheless. 

GALLAND: As "ou will~call a round 
tomorrow and we' ll arrange the docu
ments. I want you to know tha t my 
heart goes out to you and your peo
ple. You've undergone terrible hard
ships~ I'm glad I can help you in 
some little way and do hope you will 
not be sorry. 
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JOSEPH (Shaking hands) : Thank you, 
Or. Galland. We will not be sorry. 
With the help of God, your marsh 
will be transformed into a delightful 
habitation for the Saints. 

{Or. Galland is seen looking oU 
wonderingly at the men.) 

CURTAIN 
(END OF SCENE) 

READER: Thus the Saints had found a 
new home where they might go and 
once again build for peace and secur~ 
ity. Ever seeking freedom, 'the weary 
refugees, racked with hunger, with 
fever and every manner of afflictions, 
poured onto the tracts of land, hou~ht 
for them by their prophet. Due to the 
unhealthful condition of the marshes 
death stalked them and the first year 
took a heavy toll. It seemed they 
should .give up in despair. But by 
persistent effort and unyielding faith 
they drained the lands, cultivated the 
fields and, with the help of God, the 
desolate marsh, located in a bend of 
the great Mississippi, became a gar~ 
den of beauty. Stately homes graced 
the countryside, streets were laid out 
wide and straight-all under the di~ 
rection of Joseph Smith. Then Joseph 
changed the name of the place from 
Commerce to Nauvoo-a word of He~ 
brew origin meaninn "A beautiful 
place." 

READER: Where sire of waters sweeps 
o·er silver" sands, 

Prest by the pilgrim feet of many 
lands, 

Aloft, alone, a sacred city stands. 
City, mother of many, none more rare, 
A blossoming waste shall yield, now 

burnt and bare; 
City, mother of empire, famed as fair, 
Whose birth the solemn muse must 

yet declare. 
Where ~roaned the land with dread 

malarial ill, 
Healed b•• a hand divine, o'er vale and 

hill, 
See roof and dome and glittering fane 

arise! 
Unworldly link, rewelding Earth and 

Skies! 

READER: Yes, at last a dream had 
been realized. Now they could live in 
peace. The city grew, until there were 
upwards of 20,000 inhabitants. Then 
once again the clouds of hate made 
their ominous appearance and hell 

again was enraged against them. On 
August 6, 1842, across the Mississippi 
at Montrose, Iowa, Joseph and some 
of his associates met to discuss their 
problems. Joseph is speaking. 

(Scene on stage depicting the epi~ 
sode concerning prediction about 
Rocky mountains.) 

JOSEPH: Brethren: I prophesy that the 
Saints will continue to suffer much 
affliction and will be driven to the 
Rocky mountains. Many of the Saints 
will apostatize. Others will be put to 
death by our persecutors, or will lose 
their lives in consequence of exposure 
and disease. Some of you will go and 
assist in making settlements there. 

BRIGHAM: What of- you, Joseph? 
JOSEPH: Me, Brigham? I am not des~ 

tined to ~o with you. Our enemies 
will not be satisfied with anything 
short of my life. And even then they 
will ruthlessly pursue you others. 

HEBER: And when is this to be? 
JOSEPH: I shall not be sacrificed until 

my time comes; then I shall be of~ 
fered freely. I thank God for preserv~ 
ing me from my enemies. I have no 
desire but to do all men good. 

(SCENE OUT.) 

READER: And even as Joseph had 
spoken, the persecution _became more 
intense-the mob spirit fanned into a 
flame. Together with old~time ene
mies-some of the prophet's prof,essed 
-but disloyal friends, apostates, trai
tors to the man they had once called 
Prophet and leader-united in seeking 
his life. In desperation, urged by his 
faithful associates, he fled across the 
river to Montrose. While there his 
supposed friends sent word that he 
was showin~ cowardice-to which he 
answered: 
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(Scene with Joseph.) 
JOSEPH: If my life is of no value to 

my friends, it is of none to myself. 
Hyrum, my dear brother, what shall 
we do? 

HYRUM: Let us go back and see the 
thing out. 

JOSEPH: If you go back, I shall go 
with you, but we shall be butchered. · 

HYRUM: No, let us go back and put 
our trust in God. If we live or die we 
will be reconciled to our fate. 
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JOSEPH: V ery wcll .......... brethren, let us 
return to Nauvoo. 

I Scene Ends) 
Music up here and fade for. 

RE ADER: Thus resign zd to their fate, 
Joseph, his brother Hyrum, and the 
others recrossed . the river to spend 
their last night with their families. On 
the morrow Joseph and Hyrum kissed 
the-ir loved ones ~oodbye and prepared 
to leave for Carthage, Illinois, where 
they were to be incarcerated in a jail, 
on a trum,e:l up charge oi treason. 

(Scene: Joseph 's farewell 
to Nauvoo.) 

JOSE0 H: "Oh, Nauvoo! Nauvoo! This 
is the loveliest place and the best 
people under the heavens,.........Jittle do 
th ey know the trials that await them. 
I am goinq like a lamb to th e slaugh
ter; but I am calm as a summer' 
mo :-ninJ . I have a conscience, void of 
offense towards God and towards all 
men. I shall die innocent and it shall 
yet be said of me, he v;as murdered 
in cold blood." 

( Fin31 farewells as they depart.) 
MUSIC UP AND DOWN TO B. G. 

READER: On to Carthage they went. 
They were safe in the jail for a night 
an::! day until late on the afternoon of 
June 27, 1844 .......... when an angry mob 
broke into the building and accom
plished the · infamous deed of martyr
ing Joseph Smith, the Mormon Prophet, 
and his brother Hvrum. 

SOLO: "The S zer. " 
(Lighting Scene.) 

READER: Truly peril, as predicted by 
Joseph Smith, now faced the broken
hearted Saints in Nauvoo. Their tem
ple was not quite completed, but they 
were determined that it should be fin 
ished before they were driven out. 
They went to work with all their 
might and were successful in com
pleting it but a few days prior to their 
departure West. Brigham Young , 
mighty leader and President of the 
Quorum of Twelve, began preparation 
to lead the imperiled Saints from their 
last found home before they were 
driven out a~ain by their enemies. 
On February 2, 1846, Brigham Young 
met with other leading men of the 
Church in one of the rooms of the 
Temple. 
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YOUNG: Brethren, we will not waste 
words. You know why we have met 
here. The action of enemies makes it 
imperative that we should make some 
decision, and that immediately. Broth
er Kimball, I should like to hear your 
opinion. 

KIMBALL: It seems to be self evident, 
President Young; we will have to move 
west now, instead of later. 

YOUNG: Brother Willard Richards. 

RICHARDS: I think that by all means 
we should depart as soon as possible. 
Our en emies have resolved to intercept 
us whenever we start. Therefore, it 
should be to our advantage to move as 
quickly as we are ablz .......... to give them 
le >s chance to prepare. 

YOUNG: Yes, I think we are all agreed 
that W:.?. start at once. Brethren, this 
fo r u:; is a dark hour. There are some 
who believe that our expulsion will 
bring to an end our great cause, but 
this work will go forward in spite of 
all obstacles, past or future. But only 
two years a~o I was with the Prophet 
sitting in the tem11l r>. H e talked of 
th e rxploration of the west and aid : 
"Within five --ears the Latter-day 
Saints will be free from the powe~· 
of their enemies." So our course now 
is made clear. Take courage, breth
ren. we will leave Nauvoo in the 
hands of o"Jr enemies, but we will yet 
build greatzr cities and more magnifi
cent temples. But let us not delay .......... 
I advise you all to procure boats im
mediately and hold them in readiness 
to convey our wagons and teams 
across the river. Get everything in 
readiness for this journey so that 
when a family is called to go, every
thing necess3ry may be put into the 
wagons within four hours at least. 

(Meeting adjourns.) Music to 
show busin2ss, activity , etc. 

READER I Sounds of working on vari
O'JS things, wagon wheels, etc.) : So 
the preparation went forward. Some 
repaired wagon wheels, others made 
boats ready for the river crossing , 
an,J all united in making ready to 
depart to a new home in a foreign 
land, where they might be unmolested 
once and for all to worship God as 
they pleased.) 

(Music and down for effect.) 
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RE ADER: On February 4, 1846, under 
command of Brigham Young, the first 
group left the ill~fated city of Nauvoo. 
The great " father of waters" at this 
point was frozen over....-and they 
crossed with their wagons on the solid 
ice. Camping in Montrose that night, 
they underwent the hardship of the 
tragic winter in the open. Nine 
mothers, huddled in the snow, gave 
birth to their babies under the wagons. 
Thus, our fathers bent their way to 
the new land beyond the horizon. 
Tragic as it may have seemed....-the 
glory of their future home they had 
not dreamed....- for there on rugged 
mountain tops the vision of ancient 
Isaiah had been realized . 

VOICE: "And it shall come to pass in 
the last days that the mountain of the 
Lord's house shall be established in 
the tops of the mountains and shall be 
exalted above the hills, and all nations 
shall flow unto it, and many people 
shall go and sav, come ye and let us 
go up to the Mountain of the Lord 
to the house of the God of Jacob, 
and he will teach us of his ways, and 
we shall walk in His paths, for out of 
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Zion shall qo forth the la\v, and the 
word of the Lord, from Jerusalem. " 

READER: So we came down from the 
mountains, in reverie to the glorious 
past. W ·e, the Sons of the Pioneers, 
love the city where our fathers dwelt, 
love the descendants of those who 
unknowingly, unwittinglv caused un~ 
rest among our sires. Today we are 
all Americans. As with our fath ers 
and your fathers, it is our job to 
carry on for liberty, for freedom, for 
justice among all peoples in all lands. 
To quote again the poet: 

Mankind are one in spirit, and an 
instinct bears along, 

Round the earth 's electric circle , 
the swift flash of right or wrong; 

Whether conscious or unconscious, 
yet Humanity's vast frame, 

Through its ocean sundered fibres 
feels the gush of joy or shame: 

In the gain or loss of one race, 
all the rest have equal claim." 

With God's help let us build a freer....
stronger....-holier AMERICA. 

CHORUS: Ballad for Americans. 

GARDEN GROVE SEQUENCE 

SCRIPT --L. CLAIR LIKES & LUACINE C. FOX 

. William Clayton ..................... ... ........ .... ........ }ames H . Lyman 
Sister Phelps ________________ .. ___________________ _________________ Ruth C. Shields 

Clara Young ------------------------------------ ------------ Nora P. Richardson 
Brigham Young ------ ------------------------------------------Donald B. Alder 

GARDEN GROVE SEQUENCE 
(Music Up and Down) 

NARR: The tide of empires turns on 
strong man's wills, 

And Destiny must sojourn with the 
brave. 

But Destiny is out of joint and Em~ 
pires doomed 

When men forsake their lofty aims 
And seek the easy, rather than the 

right. 
MUSIC: 
NARR: In April , 1846, Garden Grove, 

Iowa, suddenly teemed with life and 
actvity, as the Mormon exiles made 
an encampment h ere. The days were 
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charged with sounds of industry and 
grim determination. The nights were 
crowded with thoughts that generate 
only in the minds of driven, persecuted 
people....-thoughts of mingled bitterness 
and hope, and yet they were thoughts 
of: 

"One who never turned his back but 
marched breast forward, 

N ever doubted clouds would , 
break, 

Never dreamed , though right 
were worsted, wrong would 
triumph." 

Let us turn our thoughts in retro~ 
spect to April 15, 1846, and witness a 
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scene which may, perhaps, justify the 
application of Browning's verse to an 
entire people. 

(Music.) 
The locale is near Locust Creek, 

Iowa, approximately 45 miles to the 
east of Garden Grove. This morning 
the ground was frozen and the wagon 
wheels had to be pried free . This 
afternoon a steady rainfall began, un~ 
til tonight the place is a sodden biv~ 
ouac for the exhausted men and worn~ 
en in the great covered wagons. 

WIND SOUND 
It' s an hour now since the last 

wagon of the exiled Mormons, under 
the leadership of Brioham Young , !urn~ 
bered into its place in the encampment. 
A bitter wind is tearing with rain~ 
drenched fingers at the great canvas 
covers. 

NARR: Inside some of the chill wagons, 
men and women are lingering ov,er the 
last bits of a cold supper as if hoping 
that somehow their measured eating 
would warm and fill their stomachs 
more. In other wagons the occupants 
have swallowed their meagre portions 
and slowly are . clearing away the 
dishes. Grimness is everywhere,_,grim~ 
ness born of necessity and determi~ 
nation. 

(Lights begin to slowly come up on 
the following speech until full at 
its close.) 

In one of the larger wagons a pio~ 
neer woman is clearing up the re~ 
mains of what has been an exceed~ 
ingly scant supper if the few dishes 
in evidence mean anything. Seated 
at a foldawav table a clean cut, 
square~jawed man is pondering over 
the stupendous responsibility that rests 
on his 45 year old shoulders. After 
a brief moment, Brigham Young says 
to his wife: 

BRIGHAM: I don 't like the sound of 
it, Clara. 

CLARA: Neither do I, Brigham. It may 
turn into snow before morning. 

BRIGHAM: I don't meant the rain, 
Clara. I mean the murmurings of ,the 
men the complainings of the women. 
I don 't like it, it's dangerous. 

CLARA: You don't think that they'd,_, 
BRIGHAM: Harm anyone? No, not 

that. But some of them might turn 
back 'even now. 

CLARA: Let them turn back if they 
haven't enough courage to,_, 

CARAVAN 

BRIGHAM: It isn 't a matter of courage, 
Clara. All of these men faced the 
Nauvoo mobs unflinchingly. Each 
would have gladly laid down his life 
for the Prophet. 

CLARA: Then why do they complain 
at THESE things? Where is their 
courage now? 

BRIGHAM: In their hearts. But there 
are other things in their hearts , too. 
Things that make strong men weep,_, 
memories of loved ones dying,_,hunger 
written on the faces of children,_, 
homes burned over their heads. Those 
are the things that worry me. No! 
These are brave men but human! They 
can't be blamed too much for being a 
little~a-anxious about what lies ahead. 
Perhaps they fear even worse things 
than they've already passed through. 
At times I find myself a bit,_,hesitant. 

CLARA: You? You 've never given that 
IMPRESSION. 

BRIGHAM: Nor can I give it to the 
men, now. These men,_,you, I, all of 
the Saints have a solemn and sacred 
responsibility to our posterity,_,and 
to the world. If WE faiJ,_,but we 
can't fail! 

SOUND: (Scratching on the canvas 
outside.) 

BRIGHAM: There 's someone outside. 
See who it is. 

(Clara pulls back the rug covering 
from the wagon entrance to reveal 
William Clayton.) 

CLARA: Brother Clayton! Come in 
out of the rain. 

CLAYTON: President Young,_,J__. 
BRIGHAM (Rising and going to the 

entrance): Brother Clayton, what takes 
you out of your wagon on a night 
like this? 

CLAYTON: J__.President Young , you 
had better come at once! 

BRIGHAM: What is it, William? 
CLAYTON: Hannah Phelps ' baby,_, 
CLARA: Is she worse? 
CLAYTON: I'm afraid she's gone! 
CLARA: Poor Hannah. 
BRIGHAM: I've been fearful for her the 

past three davs. Privation and incle~ 
ment weather are bad for pneumonia. 

CLAYTON: Last night when we 
blessed her I felt certain that she 
would pass on. 

BRIGHAM: Come, we must go to Sister 
Phelps at once. 

(Brigham picks up raincoat and 
slips it on.) 

168 



CENTENNIAL CARAVAN 

CLARA: Brigham? 
BRIGHAM: Yes, Clara, come along. 

The worst of the storm is over now. 
Sister Phelps will need all the help 
she can get. It would be bad enough 
if her husband were alive to comfort 
her. 

(Lights out). The music blends 
into the sobbing of woman. The 
liqhts come up and the inside 
of a wa~on is revealed.) 

s:s. P.: Oh, my baby! Oh-h! ... 
(There is a scratching on the can

vas outside.) 
BRIGHAM: Sister Phelps! Sister Phelps! 

It's I. Brigham Young,....... 
SIS. P. (Dazed): Come in. 

(Brigham comes in, followed by 
Clara and William.) 

BRIGHAM: Sister Phelps,....... 
SIS. P.: President Young (Sees Clara) 

Clara! Oh, Clara! My baby! My 
babv! (Fresh sobs.) 

CLARA (Kneeling, arm about her) : 
Ha nnah. my poor dear, is she,....... 

SIS. P.: Yes! (Sobs.) Why, Clara , why? 
CLARA (Looking to Brigham as if for 

help) : I,.......I don't know,....... 
STS. P.: What have I ever done that 

I must suffer so? 
CLARA: It isn't anything you've done,....... 
SIS. P.: Father killed by the mob,....... John 

tarred and feathered and dying from 
the burns of the hot tar,.......and now,....... 
and now this (Sobs). How much,....... 
how much does God expect of one 
person? 

BRIGHAM: ~ister Phelps,....... Hannah! 
Listen to me. When we, when you, 
when I, when any of us espoused 
this reli~ion , he vowed with God that 
he would consecrate his worldly pos
sessions and his life, if need be, to 
th z building up of the kingdom of 
God here on the earth. 

SIS. P.: But Sarah made no such vow! 
BRIGHAM: The vow you and John 

made was as much a part of her birth
right as her blue eyes or her golden 
hair. Your sacrifices have been great, 
but there is not a family among the 
Saints that hasn 't suffered at the hands 
of the enemy. 

SIS. P. : WE did nothing to them! 
BRIGHAM: Every altar of liberty, civil 

or religious, has been built with sacri
fice and sufferinq. Why should we 
hope that ours would be different? 
Your father, vour husband, and now 
your little daughter were all, directly 
or indirectly, victims of misunderstand~ 

ing and prejudice. We can't change 
the narrow bigotry of the world by 
fiqhting it. We must go some place 
where we can worship God accor:ding 
to the dictates of our own conscience 
,.......where there will be none to molest 
or make afraid. Then maybe,.......perhaps 
after a century or two, the world will 
realize that we were only trying to 
tell them the same eternal truths that 
Christ and His disciples tried to tell 
the Jews,.......with the same results. 

SIS. P.: I,.......I understand, President 
Young. I'll be brave. 

BRIGHAM: You are brave, my dear 
woman. We can all take a lesson 
from you. Brother Clayton and I will 
make the necessary preparations. Clara 
will take care of things in here. I'll 
send Sister Snow to help. And Sister 
Hannah,.......don't be afraid, nor ashamed, 
to pour out your grief to Clara. Tears 
the the only luxury we have left. And 
at the same time don't forget that God 
will listen to your sorrow, too, if 
you'll tell him about it. And remem
ber the words of Jesus: "I am the 
resurrection and the life. He that be
lieveth in me, though he were dead, 
yet shall he live." May God comfort 
you tonight and in the dark days that 
lie ahead. 

SIS. P.: Thank you, President Young. 
MUSIC 

(They exit and the lights out in the 
wagon and come up slightly out
side.) 

CLAY: Look out, President Young, 
don't trh over that log. 

BRIGHAM: Thank you, Brother Clay
ton. I,.......I guess my eyes were a little 
blurred. Oh, William, William! The 
suffering this people has gone through! 
And the suffering it must yet go 
through, according to the Prophet. I 
wonder if we CAN endure much 
more? 

CLAY: And yet. as vou say, we MUST 
endure. 

BRIGHAM: Yes, it's easy to say "We 
Must." But we've got to believe we 
must. Every man, woman and child 
has got to believe it. They've got to 
go to bed believing it. .They've got 
to get up in the morning believing it. 
They have got to say it, they've got 
to sing it,....... sing it,....... Brother Clayton! 
Remember the words of God to the 
Prophet Joseph,......."My soul de~ighteth 
in the song of the heart, yea, the song 
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of the righteous is a prayer unto me, 
and it shall be answered with a bless~ 
ing upon their heads. " 

CLAY: I remember. 
BRIGHAM: I want you to compose a 

song for this people which will act as 
a spur to their lagging spirits, one 
which they can sing at night around 
the campfires. One which will sustain 
them in the hour of trial, one which 
will be as typically Mormon as "Yan~ 
kee Doodle" is typically American. 

CLAY: If I can..----
BRIGHAM: You won't be writing the 

song alone. Through your prayers, 
and ours, you will get the necessary 
assistance. Now get busy. 

CLAY: But how about Sister Phelps? 
BRIGHAM: You write the song, the 

other will be taken care of if I have 

to dig the grave alone. (Brigham exits 
leaving William alone. Clayton stands 
a moment in deep thought, then raises 
his eyes to heaven.) 

CLAY: Oh, Father, assist me to dis~ · 
charge the sc.cred responsibility placed 
upon me by Thy servant. 

MUSIC 
(The lights dim out briefly and 

then come up on another area of 
platform. Seated is William Clay~ 
ton, writing.) 

CLAY: Come, come, ye Saints, no toil 
or labor fear, but with joy wend your 
way. Though hard to you this jour~ 
ney may appear, grac'e shall be as 
your day. (The words of Clayton 
blend into the sonq of the pioneers, 
with choir fadina in and taking over.) 

OMAHA SEQUENCE 

SCRIPT.-L. CLAIR LIKES 

Thomas Grover -- ---- ------- -------- --------- ----------------------L Clair Likes 
George Miller ------------------------------------------------ F. Alburn Shields 
Indian --- ------------ ----- -------- -------------------------------- Charles S. Merrill 
Indian Chief ------------------------------------------------------------C. S. Merrill 
Captain James Allen ------------ ---- ------- -----------------Acel Richardson 
Brigham Young --------- ---------------- ------------------ ----- Donald B. Alder 

~f:;~~~~~~~:-~_::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::y~-~~; ~: L~~~~ 
Second Man ---- -------------- ------ -------- ------------ ----------- -Joseph Jeppson 
Willard Richards ----- --------------------- ------- ----- ------- -Adrian Cannon 
Col. P. S. Cooke ---- -------- ----- ------- ------------------------Ernest Parri·sh 
John Taylor ------------------ ····- ·- ··-----·-------- ------·---S. R . Keddington 

MUSIC 
Lights come up showing figures rep~ 

resenting the monument by Fair~ 
banks in the Mormon cemetery at 
Winter Quarters. 

NARR: Pause, friend, and gaze upon 
this graven stone; 

Read on these furrowed brows, 
See in this new turned grave 
The sorrow of a people. 

(HUMMING OUT) 
NARR: This monument which keeps 

watch over the "Mormon Cemetery" 
at Florence, Nebraska, might never 
have been sculptured and the hundreds 
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who slumber there might have ended 
their earthly journe·· in the Rocky 
mountains, the land toward which 
they traveled, when untimely death 
overtook them, had it not been for a 
war. 

NARR: Perhaps, if we turned back time 
to June 14, 1846, it would help us 
begin our story. On the west bank 
of the Missouri river we find only 
buffalo grass, c.nd an old weather~ 
beaten trading post founded in 1805. 
On the east bank, old Council Bluffs, 
with its tradina post and six white 
men, and, of course, Indians! Lots of 
Indians! Thev have gathered hef'e on 
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the west bank, thi sundown, to see 
the coming of more white men, not 
settlers, but emigrants bound for the 
land beyond the horizon. And out of 
the east come the wagons---scores of 
them---the van of the Mormon exodus, 
counterpart in purpose with the exod us 
of ancient Israel, but differing vastly 
in other resp ects. The exodus from 
Egyot was from a heathen land, a 
land of idolators to a fertile region. 
The migration of the Mormons was 
from a Christian land to a barren 
waste. They had alreadv been driven 
to the outskirts of civilization where 
they reclaimed a swamp and built 
what was the largest city of Illinois --
Nauvoo, the Beautiful. But this they 
had to abandon and throw themselves 
upon the oercy of savages. And now 
the Indians remain aloof until after 
the emigrants have cooked and eaten 
their rounh fare . Then, as if by a 
prearranged signal, the Indians arise 
and draw near the campfire of the 
white men's leader, Brigham Younq. 
They stop just beyond the firelight 
and a wrinkled but majestic old Pota
watomie Chief steps forward . 

(The liqhts come up on a section 
of the stage showing Brigham 
Young and several other men sit
tinq on a log before the fire.) 

BRIG: How long do you think it will 
take you to build a ferry, Brother 
Miller? · 

GEO: I'd say about two weeks, if we 
can find suitable timber. As we were 
watering the cattle, I saw some good
looking trees down toward the river. 
(Stops---mouth falls open---then low 
but tens·e) : President Young! 

BRIG: What i it? 
GEO: We're surrounded by Indians! 

Hundreds of them! 
MEN: What? Indians? Oh! 

(There is a mad scramble for their 
guns.) 

BRIG: (Sees the chief advancing .) 
Brethren! Men! Put down your guns! 

CLARA: Brigham, be careful. 
BRIG: These are friendly Indians, 

Clara. 
CLARA: Don' t be too sure! 
BRIG: Don 't you know the sign of 

friendship? 
CLARA: I only know I'm frinhtened . 
BRIG: Everything is all riqht. Brethren, 

put down your guns. These are peace
ful Indians. 
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1ST MAN (Settling back): W ell, I'm 
going to keep my gun handy just in 
case they change their minds. 

BRIG (Makino sign of friendship): W el
come, ked Brother. 

1ST CHIEF (Advancing) : Wdcome, 
oh White Brother. 

BRIG (Sign of friendship) : Sit by the 
fire and have some meat. 

1ST CHIEF: Have eat. White brothers 
come many suns ride on swift horse. 
Wagons heap slow. Longtime come 
here. 

BRIG: Yes, we have journeyed five 
moo:1s, have built many campfires. 
W e will build many more campfires 
before we reach our hunting grounds . 

CHIEF: Where white brothers go? 
BRIG: We are goinq beyond the moun

tains to the Great Basin. 
CHIEF: Ugh! Indians no like. No good 

fo r white brothers. 
BRIG: If it's that bad, maybe no one 

else will want it, and we'll find peace 
there. 

CHIEF: Indian not want to leave hunt
ing ground beyond Father of Waters, 
either. Much timber there, much deer. 
Indian happy. Paleface want land. 
Shoot Indian if he not go. 

BRIG: Yes, I know what you mean. 
CHIEF: Now paleface drive white 

brothers from lodges and from lands. 
Now you redman brothers. Red broth
er help white brother. White brother 
help red brother, Great Spirit help 
both. 

BRIG: I---I hope so. 
CHIEF: Red brother go now. (Leaves.) 
BRIG (Lookinq after him and shaking 

his head) : And may peace go with 
you. 

BOY: What did he mean, Uncle Brig
ham.-that the Indians would join with 
us and go back and whoop the stuffin' 
out of them land grabbers? 

BRIG: No, son, that was his way of 
letting us know that the Indians want 
to be friends. 

BOY: Sounded to me like he was rarin' 
to go scalpin'. 

BRIG: W e could have stayed in Nauvoo 
and fought the mobs without any help 
from the Indians, but the Kingdom of 
God cannot be established with blood
shed. The Indian was right---the Great 
Spirit will help mankind only if man
kind will help each other. 

1ST MAN: Did you notice he called us 
"White Brothers," but them that drove 
him out and us he calle d "Palefaces." 
(Laughs.) 
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2ND MAN: He makes quite a distinc~ 
tion in the two. 

BRIG: Let's hope we can always merit 
it. Now that we are in Indian terri~ 
tory, h·t's remember that it's cheaper 
to feed an Indian than fight him. 
Well, brethren, the day has been long 
and hard and it's half~past eight. Post 
the quards, Brother Pratt. 

PRATT: Yes, President Young. 
BRIG: And, Parley.-? 
PRATT: Yes, Bri,...ham? 
BRIG: Brother Clayton will not stand 

watch tonight. 
PRATT: But it's his turn-
BRIG: He and I have traded. (Parley 

just stands there.) Well, get a move 
on you, man. The bugle will sound 
before you ~et started. 

PRATT: You saw him turn his ankle 
today, then? 

BRIG: I saw nothing and neither did 
you. If he thought he was being 
mollycoddled, he 'd stand guard tonight 
if it killed him. 

(BUGLE SOUNDS) 
BRIG: Well, there it is and here we 

stand gabbing. To prayers, brethren, 
and bed. Five o 'clock rolls around 
earlv. Come, Clara. 

CLARA: Yes, Brigham. 
(Lights fade out with voice. Music.) 

ANNCR: The "Camp of Israel," as the 
emigrants called them s e 1 v e s-had 
planned to mak·e Council Bluffs a way 
station on the road leading to the 
Rockies. They had not planned to 
make any kind of a project on the 
west bank of the Missouri other than 
the terminus of the ferry that George 
Miller was assigned to construct. Des
tiny , however, ruled otherwise. 

On the morning of June 29th, just 
fifteen days after the Saints had ar~ 
rived at Council Bluffs, Brigham 
Young, the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles and other volunteers, forty 
in all, had moved down to the ferry. 
They were to leave the main body of 
Saints and make a dash for the Great 
Basin in order to build houses and 
prepare the soil for planting before 
winter set in, thus saving another 
year's time. Last minute preparations 
were being made. (Fade.} 

(Sawing and hammering fade in.} 
(Hnmmering stops.} 

GEO: Ease up a bit, John. My break~ 
fast such as it was, has worn a mite 
thin. 

(Sawing stops.) 

JOHN: What did you say, George? 
GEO: I say, where 'd you get all your 

energy from? I can' t get that much 
vi!=Jor from my · ·itals. 

JOHN: Do you see that western hori ~ 
zon? (Brigham comes in during the 
speech.) 

GEO: Yes, what about it? 
JOHN: That's the source of my energy. 
GEO: Huh? 
JOHN: I can' t get beyond that horizon 

quickly enough to suit me because I 
know we'll find the peace there we'r.e 
looking for. 

GEO: I can' t see why Brigham is so 
set on going there. 

BRIG: E·ecause he believe in obeying 
the Prophet of God. 

GEO: President Young! 
JOHN: Good morning, Brother Brigha m. 

I didn 't see you come up. 
BRIG: No, Brother Taylor, you and 

Brother Miller were just going over 
the horizon as I came up. 

JOHN (Sheepishly}: I guess we were, 
at that. 

GEO: Can't see why we were in such 
a blamed hurry, though. From what 
I hear, ·even the Indians shy clear of 
the place. 

BRIG: You still think it's a mistake, 
then, Brother Miller, to settle in the 
Great Basin? 

GEO: Mistake? It will be the ruination 
of this people! You couldn' t even 
raise your voice in that wasteland! 

BRIG: And you needn't raise yours 
here. Brother Taylor and I can hear 
all right. 

GEO: I wonder! The entire camp of 
Israel is moaning about the land of 
desolation you're leading us to. 

BRIG: Don 't be deceived into believing 
that, Brother Miller. What you prob
ably think to be the meanings of the 
people is the reverberations of your 
own complaining. We've gone over 
your suggestion that we settle between 
the Rio Grande and N euces rivers , in 
southern Texas, and Samuel Brannan 's 
sugaestion that we settle in California 
on the coast. There are some that 
would have us go uo into the Oregon 
Territory, and one even suggested we 
go to Sonora, Mexico. We have con~ 
sidered each suggestion carefully and 
the concensus of the Twelve is that 
the Great Basin is best suited to our 
purposes. 
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GEO: Then those purposes must be 
starvation and enslavement? 

BRIG: Brother Miller! You were at 
Nauvoo when the Prophet Joseph 
Smith was murdered by the mob. Your 
tears mingled with those of the grief
stricken Saints. I hope you were not 
sanctimonious. 

GEO: President Young! J___. 
BRIG: Hear me out! You have done 

this church oreat service. It would be 
lamentable if you were found in de
fection now. Before the Prophet's 
martyrdom, he saw in vision and 
prophesied that the Saints would be
come a mighty reople in the tops of 
the Rocky Mountains. That is enough 
to tell me where our destiny resides. 
If it were not, my own reason would 
dictate that our only chance for sur
vival is L a land so barren and deso
late that no one else would want it. 
I don't fear for the future of this peo
ple when it l:as to struggle to make a 
livelihood. But if and when the time 
comes that things are easy, then I 
tremble for it. 

GEO: I see there's no changing your 
mind. 

BRIG: Not my min -I. George___.rather, 
the will of God. 

GEO: As you would have it. 
BRIG: But we'll never get there dream

ing about it. Let's get these wagons 
ferried across the river. We must be 
well on our way by sundown. Come, 
brethren! 

(HOOFBEATS. ) 
JOHN: Wait, Brother Brigham. Here 

omes a horse and rider in from the 
east. 

GEO: Seems to be in an awful sweat. 
Wonder what his hurry is? 

BRIG: I hope he bears good news for 
a change. 

JOHN: The men by the blacksmith 
waqon are sending him down this 
way. 

BRIG: Can you see who it is? 
JOHN: It looks like Thomas Grover. 
BRIG: Thomas Grover! He's supposed 

to be at Mount Pisgah! I hope that 
nothing___. 

GROVER (In distance) : President 
Young!! 

BRIG: Over this way! 
GEO: It's Thomas, all right. 
BRIG: Brother Miller, qo see that his 

horse is taken care of. Wait! Some
one has already taken it. 

BRIG: Brother Grover___. 
JOHr\: Welcome, Brother Grover. 
GEO: What brings you in such haste? 
GROVER: News, Brother Miller, 

news! 
BRIG: What news? 
GROVER: The United States army 

has ___. 
GEO: Has attacked the Saints at Mount 

Pisgah! 
GROVER: No, no! 
BRIG: What then, man. Out with it! 
GROVER: The United States army has 

sent Captain Allen to enlist five com
panies of the Saints to help fight 
Mexico. 

JOHN: Mexico? 
BRIG: Then war has actually begun? 
GROVER: A month and a half ago. 
BRIG: And the government wants us 

to furnish 500 soldiers? 
GROVER: Captain Allen will arrive 

here shortly to receive enlistments. 
Elder Woodruff sent me ahead to ap
prise you of it before the Captain ar
rives. Here is the letter setting forth 
the details. 

BRIG: Did Wilford make any commit
ment? 

GROVER: No, sir. He told the Captain 
that the decision must rest with you. 

BRIG: Me. I'm only one man___.not five 
hundred . The men who will stand the 
enlistment must make the decision. 

GEO: That beinq the case, there will 
not be five soldiers enlisted, let alone 
five companies. 

BRIG: Why do you say that? 
GEO: Because it's true! Do you expect 

the brethren to enlist after the treat
ment we have received? 

BRIG: I expect the brethren to behave 
like any other citizen. 

GEO: The United States has forfeited 
its claim to our loyalty as citizens. 

· BRIG: 1 'he Federal Government took no 
part in the mobbing or persecutions. 

GEO: Nor has it taken any steps to 
redress the wronos done us. 

JOHN: This offer of enlistment may be 
a step toward righting those wrongs. 

GEO: How? 
JOHN: Well___. 
GEO: Even if it is, will the men be 

convinced of it? 
BRIG: That remains to be seen. In fact, 

we must convince ourselves first be
foe we even permit Captain Allen to 
read the proclamation to the camp 
Wilford 's letter say_ he bears. Brother 
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Taylor, call the Twelve together. We 
must be ready to welcome Captain 
Allen. 

JOHN: Yes. President Young. 
GEO: What about the caravan to the 

mountains? 
BRIG: That must be delayed until we 

at least see the outcome of this latest 
development. .::,ee that ferrying is 
stopped~and the men find useful em~ 
plovemnt. And , Brother Miller~meet 
with us in Brothe r Taylor's tent on 
Mosquito Creek. 

GEO: I shouldn't think you'd want me 
there, President Y ounn. 

BRIG: Why? 
GEO: Because I opoose so many of 

your ideas. 
BRIG (Laughs) : That's why I want you, 

Gwrge. I miqht become so wrapped 
up in my own opinions I might over~ 
look some good arq ·.1ments to the con
trary. 

GEO: I'll be there. (Both laugh, fade.) 
(Music. Fade. Hubbub.} 

BRIG: Brethren, brethren! You have 
heard Caotain Allen read the circular 
wherein the Federal Government so~ 
licits the enlistment of 500 of our 
number. As I understand it, Captain 
Allen, the term of enlistment shall be 
for one year. 

CAPT: That is correct. 
BRIG: And that the P ? shall be $7.00 

a month for privates, $8.00 a month 
for musicians. $9.00 per month for 
corporals, $16.00 a month for sergeants 
.-and.-

CAP1: For a first sergeant, that is. A 
buck sergeant will receive $13.00. 

BRIG: It will be the first time any of 
our men have been serqeants, so that 
should entitle them to the $16.00, 
shouldn't it? 

CAPT: They can't all be first ser~oh 
,..:__lauqhs). You're pulling my leg, 
President Young! 

BRIG: Not half as much as you intend 
. to pull the leQs of the volunteers. You 

int?nd to march them some 2000 miles, 
don 't you? 

CAPT: Yes, counting the distance from 
here to Fort Leavenworth , where they 
will be outfitted and accoutred. 

BRIG: If and when they are ·enlisted. 
CAPT: If and when they are enlisted? 

Why, I thought that.-
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BRIG: That because you were permitted 
to read your circular before the coun~ 
cil h ere, the Battalion was assured? 

CAPT: W ell.-yes. 
BRIG: Far from it. There are too many 

reasons why we should NOT raise the 
Battalion for us to rush out and begin 
th ? enlistment before we have had a 
complete and thorough discussion of 
the matter. 

CAPT: But your emissary, Jesse C. 
Little, in Washington, gave President 
Polk to believe that you would wel
come a chance to be of service in the 
pending difficulties between the United 
States and Canada on one hand a nd 
Mexico on the other. 

BRIG: In the matter of building forts , 
of transporting supplies, yes. But 
when it comes to raising a battalion of 
our most abie~bodied men to march 
to Santa Fe and thence to California, 
that's a different matter. Brethren, I 
think it is time for open discussion of 
the problem. 

{Hubbub.) 

Brethren! Brethren! A discussion~ 
not a bedlam. Brother Miller: 

MILLER (Rising): Yes, President Young. 

BRIG: Suppose you raise a point against 
the enlistment and we' ll try to counter 
it. By that method we may be able 
to muster a preponderance of reasons 
on one side or the other and so reach 
a decision. 

MILLER: Well.- first and foremost.
to enlist five hundred of our able
bodied men in the army might mean 
a year 's delay in our westward jour~ 
ney. I am afraid that a stay that 
long by this swampy river bottom 
with its malaria and mosquitoes would 
be disastrous. They say that last year 
the fever killed one in every nine of 
the Indians who camp here. 

RICHARDS: President Young. 
BRIG: Yes, Elder Richards? 
RICHARDS: Brother Miller's point is 

well taken, but we have more at stake 
than our lives. We have been falsely 
accused many times of disloyalty. Our 
enemies would lose no time in turning 
our refusal , if such be our decision, 
into an act of treason. They would 
count as nothing the lives and suffer~ 
ing the raising of the battalion might 
cost tts. 
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TAYLOR: I agree with Brother Rich~ 
ards our belief that the Constitution 
was divinely inspired dictates that we 
answer this call to arms by the Presi
dent of the United States. I, there
fore, move that we go on record im
mediately as approving the request of 
our government. 

(LIGHTS OUT. ) 

NARRATOR: The loyalty for country 
triumphed throughout the Mormon 
camps. Bv July 19th the force was 
reported , mustered. organized, and 
ready to begin its historic march that 
was to span half a continent and 
write its name indelibly in the military 
anna ls. But their response to the call 

to arms so reduced the number of 
able~bodied and efficient men in the 
camps that it was impossible to send 
even a small company over the moun
tains that summer or fall. Then stay 
thev must where Death sat at every 
table, and that first winter 600 people 
answered his summons. 

(Music up and under lights on fig 
ures. ) 

It was that death~filled winter that 
inspired the noted Utah sculptor, 
Avard Fairbanks, to carve his master
piece, "The Tragedy of Winter Quar
ters. " 

(Music out.) 
CHORUS: " And should we die, etc. " 

NORTH PLATTE SEQUENCE 

SCRIPT -L. CLAIR LIKES 

Orson Pratt ....................... : .......... ... ................. .. Adrian Cannon 
Erastus Snow ........................................................ L. Clair Likes 
Appleton Harmon ...................... ...... ............ F. Alburn Shields 
William Clayton .............................................. James H . Lyman 
Brigham Young ...... ...... .................................... Donald B. Alder 
Willard Richards ........................ .... ................ Francis L. Urry 
Beaumont ................ .. ........ .... .... .. ................. ... S. R. Keddington 
First Man ...................................................... Charle3 S. Merrill 
Second Man ... .... .................................... George A. McClellan 

(Music) 

NARR: One hundred year.s ago last 
May, 72 wagons passed near the spot 
where we are now standing. With 
the wagons were 143 men, 3 women 
and 2 children . They formed the van 
of the Mormons' epic migration. Prior 
to the completion of the railroad in 
1869 at Promontory, Utah, 80,000 emi
grants were to inch their way along 
the trail blazed by this pioneer com
pany, and leave as a monument to 
their faith and courage 6000 of their 
number in shallow and often unmarked 
graves. 

MUSIC: Up and down . .. 
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NARR: We, a handful of their de
descendants, the same in number as 
the first company, of which Brigham 
Young was the leader, are retracing 
their steps to commemorate the sacri
fices, and to teach ourselves the les~ 
son they inscribed on the tablets of 
time; that man shall not live for him
self alone. They sowed that others 
miqht reap. At Garden Grove, Iowa, 
and again at Winter · Quarters ,......in 
fact, all along the route,......they plowed 
and sowed and marched on without 
ever enjoying the fruits of their labors, 
exceot to know that someone else 
would find life a little more livable 
because of their efforts. 

MUSIC: Out ... 
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NARR: Even the trail thev blazed was 
made at a sacrifice to their own per~ 
sonal comfort and convenience. It 
would have been easier and far less 
hazardous in terms of their own wel
fare for them to have crossed the 
Platte river to the south bank and to 
have followed the Oregon Trail. The 
Indians had been following their cus~ 
tom of spring burnin~ the plains in 
order to nrovide a better crop of sum
mer grass to attract the buffalo. This 
custom, however, left the Pioneers in 
rather a bad situation, as the horses 
and cattle were left without adequate 
grazing. In fact, on May 4th the 
company called a halt to discuss the 
advisability of crossing the river to 
the south bank. Bri~ham Young, Ze~ 
bedee Coltrin and Orson Pratt were 
standing on the north bank doing 
some speculating as to what to do. 
(Fade.) 

COLTRIN: I move we locate a cross
ing at once. 

BRIGHAM: Don 't be so impatient to 
get to the other side. W e don't have 
only ourselves to think of. 

COLTRIN: I'm thinking of the thou~ 
sands who will follow in the trail we 
make. 

BRIGHAM: We all are, otherwise we 
would not have volunteered to pia~ 
neer the trail. Our responsibility, 
therefore, dictates that we weigh care~ 
fully each act. Any wrong decision or 
miscalculation on our part will jeop
ardize the safety an:l perhaps the lives 
of thousands of our brethren and 
sisters. 

COLTRIN: Then by all means let us 
cross over. The cattle and horses must 
have grass upon which to feed and 
there is almost none on this side of 
the river. 

PRATT: If I didn 't know that it was 
the custom of the Indians to spring~ 
burn the plains, I'd swear they were 
doing it out of pure cussedness. 

COLTRIN: I wonder, Brother Prat't. if 
there isn't a little cussedness mixed 
u,.., in the customs this year, anyway 
~engendered bv some of our enemies. 

PRA 1 { : Well, whether it is or not, 
our horses get thinner and weaker 
every day. We've already had to cut 
one hour a day from our travel. 

BRIGHAM: How are the ox teams hold
ing up, Brother Pratt? 
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PRATT: Strange as it may s?em, Presi
dent Young, they are holdinn up bet
ter than the horses. 

BRIGHAM: Perhaps it's because they 
digest the leaves of the cottonwood 
trees better than the horses. 

PRATT: If that's the case, perhaps we 
should continue to cut down the trees 
along the river bank for the oxen, and 
save what little feed grain we have 
for the horses. 

BRIGHAM: That would be a wis ~ move. 
By careful hoarding of our supplies 
we may be able to get through this 
black hell. It can't 90 on forever. 

COLTRIN: I've thought that for the 
past week, but it seems to be getting 
worse. I've swallowed enough smoke 
and ashes this morning to make me 
black from the inside out. 

PRATT: You haven't swallowed it all , 
Brother Coltrin. You 've got a good 
share of it on your face. 

COLTRIN: I can 't see my own face, 
but if it 's anywhere near as black as 
yours, it must be something to look at. 

PRATT: Here comes Brother Snow. He 
se-ems a little excited. 

SNOW (Cominr1 in): President Young? 
BRIGHAM: Yes, Brother Snow? 
SNOW: There has been a company of 

eastbound travelers sighted on the 
south bank of the river. W e scanned 
them with a telescope and they a ppear 
to be trappers or fur traders, judging 
by the way their wagons are loaded. 

COLTRIN: It might be well, President 
Young, to send someone across the 
river and find out from them how 
things are on the other side. 

SNOW: I don't think that will be neces
sary, Brother Coltrin. As we were 
watching them, they apparently sighted 
us and stopped their wagons and held 
a brief confab. Then they dispatched 
one of their number across the river 
on horseback. Here he comes up the 
bank now. 

BRIGHAM: You better go hold his 
horse, Brother Snow. It seems to be 
frightened of something. 

SNOW (Exits): Yes, sir. 
PRATT (Chuckling) : It may be fright 

ened of Brother Coltrin's black face . 
BRIGHAM: The stranaer will probably 

think we're all fugitive slaves. 
COLTRIN: Look at that horse! Isn't it 

a beauty? 
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BRIGHAM: It certain!" doesn't look as 
though it had been living on tree 
leaves, does it? 

(The stranger comes in.) 
COLTRIN: That ought to convince us 

that we should cross the river. As 
I've been saying all along, the grass 
is greener on the other side. 

BRIGHAM (Laconically): It always is. 
BEAUMONT: And in this instance, 

M'sieur, it is. The grass on the other 
side was what you call burned off last 
autumn, and now this spring she is 
green and good. M'sieur, I am Charles 
Beaumont, voyageur, trapper and your 
friend. 

BRIGHAM: Thank you, Mr. Beaumont. 
I am Brigham Young. I Extends hand.) 

BEAUMONT (Accepting his hand): 
How do vou do, M'sieur Young? 

BRIGHAM: Well, thank you. And these 
gentlemen are Elder Zebedee Coltrin 
and Elder Orson Pratt. 

ALL: How do you do, etc. 
BEAUMONT: Gentlemen, it is a pleas

ure. (Looking closely at Woodruff, 
Pratt and Taylor. ) M 'sieur, you call 
them elder, and yet they are younger 
than you? 

BRIGHAM: Your pardon, Mr. Beau
mont. The term elder, as I used it, 
refers to their status in the church and 
has nothing to do with our respective 
ages. 

BEAUMONT: 0\ I see. You are an 
elder, too? 

BRIGHAM: Yes I am an elder. 
BEAUMONT: This is amusing, M'sieur. 

You are an elder and yet you are 
Young. Thev are youn9er than you 
and yet they are elder; quite a remark
able church, non? 

BRIGHAM: You are not without a sense 
of humor, Mr. Beaumont. 

BEAUMONT: A sense of humor, 
M 'sieur Elder Younq, is indispensable 
in the wilderness. Being able to laugh 
has many times kept me from going~ 
what you say~? 

BRIGHAM: Crazy? 
BEAUMONT: Ah! it is the same in 

French~cracie! 
BRIGHAM: It's the same in any lan

guage, isn't it? 
BEAUMONT: An ' you, M'sieur, are not 

without a sense of humor. Tell me, 
where are you going? 

BRIGHAM: To the Great Basin. 
BEAUMONT: Then you are the Mor

mons? 
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BRIGHAM: Yes, but how did you know? 
BEAUMONT: It is almost miraculous 

how news spreads across the plains. 
A fortnight ago the Indian signal fires 
told of your coming. 

BRIGHAM: Almost as soon as we left 
Winter Quarters, eh? 

COLTRIN: No wonder we've had so 
many begginq and stealing Indians 
plaguing us. Tell me, Mr. Beaumont, 
did you encounter many Indians on 
the south bank? 

BEAUMONT: Indians? None at all , 
M 'sieur Coltrin, since we left Fort 
Laramie 16 days ago. 

COLTRIN: Another reason why we're 
on the wrong side of the river. 

BEAUMONT: But yes, you are on the 
wrong side of the river. Over there 
is a good road. Here vou have noth
inq, not even a faint trail to follow. 

PRATT: The arquments pile upon 
Brother Coltrin's side, President Young. 

BRIGHAM (Slowly) : What gave you 
the idea, Brother Pratt, that he and I 
were on opposite sides? 

PRATT: W ell . . . he seems to be all 
for crossing the river and you seem 
to be a little hesitant about it. 

BRIGHAM: He is enthusiastic and I am 
reluctant for the same reason~the 
best good of all concerned. Neither 
he nor I, nor any of this company, 
would hesitate to lay down his life if 
it meant that the thousands who fol
low would he enabled thereby to safe
ly reach the valleys of the mountains. 
And, by the same token, none of us 
has the riqht to put his own comfort 
above that of those who will shortly 
follow where we lead. 

COLTRIN: President Young, if you are 
implying that I am thinking of my 
own personal comfort, you are entire
ly mistaken. 

BRIGHAM: I intended no such impli
cation, nor do I impute such a motive 
on your arguments. I am merely point
ing out that we cannot ce too careful 
in the decisions we make. It will bring 
little credit to us if we're right. It 
will bring disaster to thousands if we're 
wrong. 

COLTRIN: What do you think we 
should do? 

BRIGHAM: Stay on this side of the 
river. 

COLTRIN: In the face of all the argu
ments against such a course? 
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BRIGHAM: I think the arguments have 
had their back turned to you, Zebedee. 
O n the face of them are the reasons 
why we should stay on this side. 

ZEBEDEE: I fail to see them. 
BRIGHAM: In the first place, we have 

been lamenting about the Indians 
burning off the plains. They have 
actually done us a favor. By the 
time the next company of Saints travel 
this way, the grass will be green again. 
They will be able to feed thousands 
of animals where we can't find fodder 
enough for our 230. And the fact that 
there is no road on this side of the 
river is still a "reater blessing. Emi~ 
qrant trains headed for Oregon or Cali ~ 
fornia will take the well~beaten Oregon 
trail on the south side. They will have 
no reason to quarrel with our people 
over here about who will have what 
wood or grass or water. Brethren, we 
are going to the Rocky Mountains, in 
order to have peace, and we shall 
carrv that peace with us. 

ZEBEDEE: Brigham? 
BRIGHAM: Yes, Zebedee? 
ZEBEDEE: Shall I give the order to 

drive on? 
BRIGHAM: L---hope we're right. 
ZEBEDEE: We are. I'm convinced of 

that now. 
WILFORD: And so am I. Brigham. 
BRIGHAM: !'hank you, brethren. 
BEAUMO NT: M'sieur, I came to find 

out who you were and where you 
were going. You are not merely the 
Mormons going to the Great Basin. 
You are men on their way to keep a 
rendezvous with destiny. 

(The lights go out, music up and 
under following) ·. . . 

NARR: But Charles Beaumont took 
more than a good opinion of the Mor~ 
mons back with him. He took 52 let~ 
ters written bv them to their friends 
and families at Winter Quarters. He 
took an epistle from the Twelve Apos~ 
ties written to the church encamped 
on the Missouri. And he also took 
quite a supply of provisions which 
were given him for waiting while the 
letters were beinq written and for 
their subsequent delivery to Sarpee' s 
Agency, where they would be forward~ 
ed to the Mormon encampments. 

(Music blends into "Wagon 
Wheels.") 

After Beaumont left, the train took 
up its march to the west on the north 
bank of the river. Mile after mile the 
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wagons crawled over the blackened 
ground and traced into the plains of 
Nebraska, the hills of Wyoming, an 
artery through which the life blood of 
Mormonism was to flow during the 
next 22 years. Weary miles they were, 
and fraught with danger and hardship. 
Important, too, that they be accurately 
gauged, in order that following com
panies of Saints could gear their travel 
to meet the seasons. At first only an 
estimation of the miles traveled was 
made. Later on, a piece of red flannel 
was tied to one of the spokes of a 
wagon wheel near the tire. William 
Clayton. com11oser of the Mormon 
hymn. "Come, Come, Ye Saints," was 
generally assigned to walk be.side the 
wagon and count the revolutions of 
the wheel, which, when multiplied by 
the circumference, gave the distance of 
each day's travel. 

MUSIC: (Up and out) ... 
At the end of one particularly long 

and hot day, just as the wagon train 
was coming to a halt for the night, 
Clayton stepped in a badger hole. 
(Lights on part of stage showinq 
wagon with red flannel tied to one of 
the wheels; Clayton is sprawled on 
the ground.) 

CLAYTON (Nursinq his leq) : That's 
the last straw! (Appleton M. Harmon 
comes in just as Cia-- ton falls in the 
hole.) 

HARMON (Laughinq): The last badger 
hole , you mean. That's the sixth one 
you've fallen into this afternoon. I 
don't know what you 'll do when we 
move up in the train and I'm not 
around to pick you up. (Laughs.) 

CLAYTON (Dustinq himself off): Go 
ahead and lauqh, Brother Harmon, 
your turn 's coming. 

HARMON: What were you doing , 
Brother Clayton? Observing the beau
ties of nature again? 

CLAYTON: I was observing that tn~ 
fernal red raq again! When I went 
to bed last night all I could see was 
wheels, wheels, wheels with red rags 
tied to them. 

HAKMON: We'll take care of that to
morrow for you. 

CLAYTON: How? 
HARMON: We'll tie a blue rag on for 

a change. (Laughs.) 
CLAYTON: Well, at least I didn' t lose 

track of the number of turns and want 
to go back and count them over aS")ain. 
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HARMON: I finally remembered how 
many it was, though. But, you know, 
it would be bad if a man really forgot 
how many revolutions that bla:neJ 
wheel made. 

CLAYTON: Yes. We wouldn't be any 
better off than when we were just esti
mating how far we traveled in a day. 
Say how would it be if we drilled a 
line' of holes, say a hundred, in a 
board and attached it to the side of 
the wagon? We could use a little peg 
and every time the wheel made a revo
lution we could move the peg up a 
hole. 

HARMON: You 'd be reaching kinda 
hiqh for that last hole, wouldn't you? 

CLAYTON: W ell, we could nail it 
lengthwise along the wa~on box, then. 

HARMON: Say, that isn't such a bad 
idea, except that you'd have to start 
over about everv third of a mile. 

CLAYTON: Let's see-360 revolutions 
of the wheel per mile-urn huh. Rough
ly, every third of a mile. Say, you 
wouldn't have to start over. You could 
come back alon"' the board. 

HARMON: That would be all right. 
unless you fell in ' a badger hole and 

· forgot which way you were headed. 
(Laughs.) 

CLAYTON: Now, seriously! Instead of 
nailing the board solidly, why not 
pivot it in the center and then, when 
you aot to the end hole, you could 
turn the board end for end and start 
over again. 

HARMON: Mavbe you could fix it so 
every hundredth revolution the waqon 
wheel would reach up and turn the 
hoard for vou. (Laughs.) Stops and 
then soberly): 

HARMON: Wait a minute! Why not 
make use of the wagon wheel? 

CLAYTON: I refuse to be bait for an
other of your alleqed witticism. 

HARMON: No, nol I mean it. I'm seri-
01\S. Make something on the principle 
of a clock. 

CT.A): fON: And what would you use 
for the spring? 

HARMON: Th -. only function of a 
S1'1rina in a clock is to make the 
wheels qo round. That ox team is the 
snrinq in our clock. 

CLAYTON: Huh? Oh? All we have to 
do is supply the works. 

HARMON: Riqht! Let's get a hustle on 
us. We've aot work to do. important 
work! You find a board free of knot<; 
and I'll haul out my box of tools and 

as soon as the camp chores are done 
we'll .•• 

CLAYTON: Where will I find a board 
out here in this fire blackened prairie? 

HARMON: The same place you'd find 
any other emergency material . . . in 
one of the wagons. If anybody asks 
what you want the board for, tell him 
we 're going to play teeter totter. 
(Laughs.} 

CLAYTON: How long do you think it 
will take us to construct this-what
ever it is called? .. 

HARMON: W e'll call it a "mileometer 
until we find out what it should be 
called. It shoudn't take more tha? 
three or four evenings, if we don t 
have any interruptions. 

CLAYTON: Won't the camp be sur
prised when the" see our "mileometer"? 

HARMON: Won't we be surprised if it 
works? (They laugh as the lights 
fade out.} 

MUSIC. 
SOUNDS: Sawin~ and hammering 

hubbub . . . · 
1ST MAN: What in tarnation is it? 
2ND MAN: It looks like a mouse trap 

to me. (There is laughter.) 
1ST MAN: We've asked you four times, 

Brother Clayton, what kind of a con
traotion that is you're making. 

CLAYTON: Jt's a wooden one. 
1ST MAN: Yes, I can see tha_t, but 

what's it for? 
HARMON: I'll tell you what it's for. 

It's for qrinding flour. 
2ND MAN: You'd better qrind some

thin~ with it in a hurry. Here comes 
President Young. , 

HARMON: Let's hope it works, Wil
liam. 

BRIGHAM: What's all the delay, breth
ren? 

1ST MAN: Brother Clayton and Broth
er H'lrmon are makin~ a flour mill. 

?nd MAN: No. it's a mouse trap. 
BRIGHAM: This is no time for levity, 

brethren. It's past seven and the wa~
ons aren't movin~ yet. Brother Har
mon. isn't Comoany Ten to be lead 
today? 

HARMON: Yes, sir. 
BRIGHAM: Then why aren't we mov

inq? And why aren't you other me~ 
bv your own waaons ready to qo . 
(Sees odometer.) What's this trinket 
vo11 h<'lve here? 
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HARMON: That is the reason for the 
delaY. 

BRIGHAM: But what is it? . 
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HARMON: Brother Clayton and I call 
it a mileometer. 

BRIGHAM: A what? 
HARMON: A mileometer. We made it 

to measure the miles we travel each 
day. 

1ST MAN: Then it's not a flour mill 
at all. 

BRIGHA~: Does it work? 

HARMON: We didn 't have a chance 
to try it before we were surrounded 
by this thumb~in~mouth mob. 

BRIGHAM: How is it supposed to work? 

HARRMON (Pointing out}: You see 
this shaft running from the axle tree 
to this piece of board nailed here on 
the wa~on bed and held in place by 
these two gudgeons or pivots? 

BRIGHAM: Yes. 

HARMON: You'll notice that the shaft 
has a screw out in the upper part of 
it, and six little arms projecting from 
the lower part of it. 

BRIGHAM: Those little pegs down 
the1 :, you mean? 

HARMON: Yes. Well, when the wagon 
wheel turns around, that cog, which is 
attached to the hub, operates those 
little arms and rotates the shaft. The 
screw part of the shaft operates this 
wheel up here which has 60 cogs cut 
in it. Every time it makes a revolu~ 
tion we've gone one mile~if · our cal ~ 
culations are correct. 

BRIGHAM: And if we ever get going. 

HARMON: W e may be wasting a little 
time now, but we'll make it up by not 
having to fish Brother Clayton out of 
badger holes. 

BRIGHAM: All chaff aside, Brother 
Harmon, you and Brother Clayton are 
to be congratulated on your invention. 
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HARMON: Better wait and see if it 
works. 

BRIGHAM: The fa ct that you've tried 
is deserving of praise. When are we 
going to try it out? 

CLAYTON: Just as soon as I finish 
nailing this box to the wagon bed 
here. 

HARMON: While he 's doing that, I'll 
finish telling you how it works. 

BRIGHAM: Is there more? 

HARMON: Nine miles. (Laughs.} This . 
cross shaft here has four cogs cut 
into it which in turn operate this other 
wheel here. When it makes a revolu
tion, we've gone ten miles. 

BRIGHAM: V ery inqenious, brethren, 
very! 

CLAYTON: There, it's finished! Well! 
Crack your bull whip, Brother Har~ 
mon. I'll get set to catch you if it 
works. 

HARMON: Hand me the whip. (Takes 
the whip and cracks it.) Gee! Haw! 
Westward ho! (The lights black out 
and there is a cheering and shouting. 
It works! Hooray, yipee! It works! 
Etc.) 

MUSIC. 

NARR: And the mileometer or odometer, 
to call it by its proner name, did work. 
And very accurately, too. It was used 
by Brigham Young the next year when 
he again crossed the plains. On the 
second trip it was said to have been 
so accurate that when government 
surveyors made their survey of the 
Mormon trail from the Missouri river 
to the Salt Lake valley, that the dif~ 
ference in the two measurements was 
less than 60 feet. Today the odometer 
creates interest among the tourists vis
iting the Bureau of Information on 
Temple Square in Salt Lake City. 
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FORT BRIDGER SEQUENCE 

SCRIPT--FRANCIS L. URRY 

Major Moses Harris · ........ ... ... .... .. .... ........ .. .. F. Alburn Shields 
Samuel Brannan .............. .... ... .. .... .. .. .... ..... ............ C. S. Merrill 
William Clayton ............................................ James H . Lyman 
Brigham Young ......... ...... .................. ..... .... ...... Donald B. Alder 
Jim Bridger ..... ..... ... .. ...... .... ............... ... ......... .... Earl F. Shipley 

and others 

CHORUS HUMMING OFF STAGE: 
"COME, COME, YE SAINTS." 

NARR: 
"We'll find the place, which God for 

us prepared, 
Far away in the West. 
Where none shall come to hurt or 

make afraid, 
There the Saints will be blessed." 

Thus sang the Mormon pioneers 100 
years ago as they toiled across the 
forbidding plains toward the land of 
the setting sun, seeking the Zion of 
their dreams,. which had been so vivid
ly described earlier by Joseph Smith. 
Theirs was a divine courage. It 
spurred them on in the face of all 
obstacles. There was no turning back; 
they must go on, no matter how un
inviting the way ahead or how un
yielding of earth's bounty the place 
they sought to inhabit. The place was 
not entirely unknown, this valley of 
the Great Salt Lake. For many years 
explorers and trappers, having become 
a ::quainted with the place, gave un
favorable reports of the land . One 
such trapper, whose name is synony
mous with the expansion of the West, 
was James Bridger, who in 1843 es
tablished a supoly depot on Black's 
Fork of the Green river in Wyo
ming. This place later became known 
as Fort Bridger, an important outpost 
for the early-day transcontinental 
travelers. It is in this historic place, 
about 100 miles east of Salt Lake 
valley, we, Sons of the Utah Pioneers, 
tonight pay homage to our noble sires, 
who a century aqo found here a rest 
ing place alonq the way. In Centen
nial observance of the trek of our 
fathers ........ we have journeyed as they 
did from Nauvoo, Illinois, to this place. 
Our manner of travel different, we 
find ease and comfort where they 
found only hardship . and privation. 
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We are on the last lap of our journey, 
as were they when they reached Fort 
Bridger. It is in sacred memory of 
those brave folk that we recall inci
dents which occurred . . . near this 
spot 1 00 years ago. 

(Music up and down for B. G.) 
NARR: It is late in June, 1847. The 

pioneers are a short distance from Fort 
Bridger. William Clayton, author of 
the favored song, "Come, Come, Y e 
Saints," meets a mountaineer, one Ma
jor Moses Harris, and of him makes 
inquiry concerning Salt Lake Valley. 

(Lights.' 
(Scene on staoe with William Clay

ton and Moses Harris.) 

CLAYTON: My name is Clayton, Ma
jor Harris. 

HARRIS: Happy to meet you, sir. 
CLAYTON: I understand that you are 

familiar with the country out this way. 
HARRIS: Ought to be. Been living out 

this wav for more than 20 years now. 
CLAYTON: Then perhaps you can tell 

me something of the country where we 
are planning to locate our people. 

HARRIS: What place is that? 
CLAYTON: Well, we're planning on 

locating in the valley of Great Salt 
Lake. 

HARRIS: Gracious alive, man! I can 
tell 'you plentv about that place. 

CLAYTON: Good! 
HARRIS: Not so good! Why, the whole 

place is nothing but desert sand. No 
timber out there or nothing. 

CLAYTON: Do you think we could 
grow vegetables and the like there? 

HARRIS: Onlv vegetable out there is 
wild sage. As a place for human be
ings, it makes a good home for wild 
rabbits. If I was you, fellow, I'd just 
pass it up and keep on going . 

(Blackout and music up.) 
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NARR: Discouragement followed dis
couragement the farther the pioneers 
traveled. The day after the meeting 
of Harris the Pioneers met a small 
company of mountaineers headed east
ward, one of which was Jim Bridger, 
the famous trapper, returning from one 
of his famous exoeditions. As they 
met, Bridger and Brigham Young en 
gaged in conversation. 

{Lights. ) 
BRIDGER: Are you the Mormon leader, 

Brigham Young? 
YOUNG: I ar.1 sir, and your name? 
BRIDGER: I'm Bridger....-Jim Bridger, 

they call me. I do a good deal of 
trappin' out this-a-way. 

YOUNG: We people are looking for a 
place to settle. 

BRIDGER: You expectin' to find that 
in these parts? 

YOUNG: We hope to! 
BRIDGER: You 'll have to do a lot of 

hopin'! Where ya figgerin ' on stop
pin '? 

YOUNG: We have in mind the Utah 
Basin! 

BRIDGER {Laughs) : And yer a fig
qerin' on settlin ' there? 

YOUNG: We want to find a place 
where there is timber, plenty of land 
and water. 

BRIDGER: Well....-there 's plenty o ' land 
out there....-and that's about all. It's 
just a desert....-a lot of salt flats....-and 
that salt sea vou've maybe heard 
about. I can't think of a worse place 
to camp. 

YOUNG: Are there any streams of 
water at all? 

BRIDGER: A few little ones. I'll tell 
ya what ya can find out there is 
toads, and grassho'"'"'ers....-and them 
mountains is full of wolves. 

YOUNG: Do you think we could grow 
corn there? 

BRIDGER: Corn? {Laughs.) Now you 
have asked me one. Can't be done , 
Mr. Young. Why. I'd give $1000 if 
I knew an ear of corn would ever 
ripen in the Salt Lake Valley . 

YOUNG: Well, if there is water we'll 
raise not only corn but other kinds of 
feed as well. I'm looking for a desert 
country where our people can se ttle , 
where we may be unmolested and 
where we 'll have to work hard to earn 
a living. 

BRIDGER: W ell, it's you for it. Come 
on, fellers, we gotta be on our way. 
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{Bridger and group move on . . . 
then black out ... music . . . then 
out ... lights out.) 

NARR: They miqht have turned back, 
but where? They had been driven out 
of the East. There was only the West 
...- the unknown West ahead. They had 
no alternative but to press forward 
each time with renewed zeal. It was 
near Fort Bridger also that Brigham 
Young received reports from Samuel 
Brannan, who had led a group of Mor
mons by ship from New York around 
Cape Horn and up to San Francisco, 
then known as Y erba Buena. Brannan 
and his group had arrived in Califor
nia and he had journeyed eastward 
in the hope of meetinn Brigham Young 
and insisting on their going on to the 
west coast to settle. But Brigham was 
unrelenting. It was divine wisdom that 
was guiding him to the riqht place. So 
he is saying to Brannan: 

(Lights up.) 
{Scene on stage . . Young and 

Pioneers and Brannan) 

YOUNG: I appreciate your glowing re
ports of the region farther west, 
Brannan, but the place for the Saints 
to settle is in the Rocky Mountains. 

BRANNAN: But, President Young, I've 
told you how desolate the valley is 
and how fruitful the Pacific coast 
area is. No place could be more ideal 
for our people. 

YOUNG: That land may be as you de
scribe it. I will not dispute with you. 
But the Lord has his designs and we 
will follow them. 

BRANNAN: Indeed, President Young, 
but think. Many people are going out 
there and they will find a land of 
plenty while we end up in desolation. 

YOUNG: Brother Brannan, we have 
been put to rout many times. This 
time we will establish Zion in the 
taos of the mountains and dig our
selves in so deep that the devil will 
not come and dig us out. 

(Lights out.) 
MUSIC: Blackout on staqe. 
NARR: Was there no one to give a fa

vorable report of the Great Basin? 
Miles Goodyear, veteran of the moun
tain region, also warned Brigham 
Y oong and his people that the frost 
came too early and the warm season 
in the valley was too short to grow 

(Music out.) 
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any kind of food, that it was impos
sible to grow grain, that the winters 
were severe and the land uninhabitable 
to say the least. Even in the United 
States Senate in 1843 Senator George 
H. McDuffee had said: 

(Start Special Recording) 
MsDUFFE: "The whole Rocky Moun~ 

tain region is not worth a pinch of 
snuff." 

NARR: It was to this unwanted waste 
Brigham Young was leading his group. 
Upon his decision would res t the sue~ 
cess and perpetuation or the failure 
and extinction of a people. The final 
result would sanctify or make vain the 
sacrifices of thousands who already 
had given their lives that the work 
might go forward. In person he had 
heard the martyred Joseph Smith make 
declaration: 

(Lights on stage*) Brigham} 
JOSEPH: "I prophesy that the Saints 

will continue to suffer much afflic~ 
tion and will be driven to the Rocky 
Mountains, where they will become a 
qreat and a mighty people." 

NAR: Perhaps no one better understood 
than Brigham Young that his decisions 
would to a grea t extent bring to naught 
-or to glorious fulfillment the predic
tion of him who he had called Joseph, 
Prophet and Seer. Decide he must----
the past and future awaited his cour~ 
age. Decide he must in the face of all 
opposition from those who knew the 
Great Basin-the Rockv Mountains . 
Dared he to ignore the advice of ex
perience? Dared he to ignore the sug~ 
gestions of those who regarded him 
''queerly," whose weirds tauntingly 
came to his mind? 

HARRIS: The whole place is nothing 
but a desert-no timber-----nothing. 

(Music: Build on recording.) 
BRIDGER: Summer are too short-----win

ters too long-frost comes too early----
you'll all perish. 

(Music: Build on recording.} 
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HARRIS: If I was you, fellow, I'd just , 
pass it up and keep on going! 

(Music: Build on recording.) 
BRIDGER: I'd give a thousand dollars 

if I knew an ear of corn would ever 
ripen in the Salt Lake Valley! 

(Music: Build on recording.} 

BRANNAN: They will find a land of 
plenty-while we enc;l up in desolation. 

(Music: Build climatically 
and out ... end of recording.} 

YOUNG: But with faith nothing is im~ 
possible to God. If we enter in with 
prayer He will cause the earth to 
yield and give forth her abundance. 
He holds the seasons in His hands. 
The barren waste can become a fruit
ful field. The desert can rejoice and 
blossom as the rose. 

NARR: Here was no ordinary man----
who would have given up or fol ~ 
lowed the suggestions of others. Presi~ 
dent Young was one who would do 
as the spirit whispered. Guided by a 
wisdom superior to man's, he unflinch
ingly held fast to the impressions that 
moved him and his people, compass
like, to the desert land of destiny . 
One can well imagine the frequency 
with which he sought the Lord in 
prayer. 

Brigham Young Kneels in Prayer . . . 
(Lights begin to go down slowly as 

narrator goes on.} 

NARR: Small wonder the leader of the 
great lattzr-day miqration of a re
liqious people was resolute. He knew 
the way-----the course had been char
tered by wisdom greater than man' s----
and he declared that to him it had been 
made clear and vivid in his mind-----he 
would know the place when he saw it. 

(Lights out completely.} 

(Chorus sings, "High on the 
Mountain Tops. ") 

!83 
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THESE ARE THE EPISTLES .. . Trekkers will not soon forget the words of 
wisdom, of fascinating history and inspiring courage that they heard from the mouths 
of men chosen to speak at each important pause along the trail. The speakers came 
from the illustrious ranks of trekkers themselves-they were dignitaries from ea ch 
locale-branch and mission presidents, mayors, chamber of commerce representa
tives, special guests. 

Every speech had its worth and was enjoyed and appreciated by all. There 
were two outstanding talks given, however, that trekkers requested especially be 
included between the covers of this book. Printed in full, that they may be kept 
in permanent form, are the speeches given by Senator T. Mac Downing of Illinois 
and Elder Spencer W . Kimball, of the Council of the Twelve of the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter~day Saints, and a special representative, with his wife. on 
the trek. Sen. Downing 's S;Jeech is included in the Nauvoo section. Herewith is 
Elder Kimball 's speech. 

REMARKS GIVEN BY 
SPENCER W. KIMBALL 

IN CARTHAGEt ILLINOIS . 
RADIO STATION WCAZ 

JULY 13, 1947 

Dear Friends: I bring you 
greetings from the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter~day Saints from 
Salt Lake City. This is the 
church often referred to as the 
"Mormon" Church. W e assure 
you of our kindest wishes and 
apreciate this opportunity afford~ . 
ed by WCAZ to greet you. 

We express appreciation also to 
the people of Carthage and Nau~ 
voo and this area for their kind 
treatment of us as we gather here 
to pay homage to our fathers of a 
owtury ago on this the Hundredth 
Anniversary of the Crossing of the 
Plains . 

To relive some of the momen~ 
tous events of that great exodus, 
143 men, 3 women and 2 boys are 
assembled at Nauvoo to leave on 
Tuesday in a covered wagon train 
simulatin~ so far as moderns can 
do the unequaled trek of 1847. 
Dressed as pioneers, some with 
beards, and with their cars made 
to appear as ox-teams and ships 
of the desert these 148 people will 
follow the path, so far as possible, 
trod by those great men of the 
days of yesteryear. At many 
places along the road they will 
stop to pay tribute in pageantry 
and song and speech, commmemo
rating the eventful episodes of that 
fa teful summer long ago. 

This cavalcade will plan to 
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reach Sa lt Lake City on the 22nd 
of July, the day when the van
guard of that earher group came 
down out of the Rocky Moun~ 
tains and found that inhospitable 
and barren valley of salt flnts and 
desolation. And on July 24th they 
will join the people of Utah and 
the W est in dedicating a quarter 
million-dollar monument near the 
spot where Brigham Young, H e
ber C. Kimball and Wilford W . 
Woodruff in the carriage of the 
latter stopped, and the prophet 
Brigham Young made the now fa~ 
mous statement: "This Is the 
Place, Drive On. " 

On top of this great monument 
ar,z three metal figures cast in 
deathless bronze and pedestaled on 
a mighty shaft of eternal granite 
They represent Wilford Wood
ruff, later President of the Church , 
Brigham Young th e prophet, and 
my own grandfather, Heber C. 
Kimball. And I am proud indeed 
to be the grandson of so grea t a 
pioneer, colonizer and stf'l te.sman. 

And I feel like removing my 
shoes as I tread the sacred ground 
in Nauvoo and this area, for some 
busy and eventful years were 
spent here by my illustrious sire. 
His two-story brick home still 
stands on a street in Nauvoo and 
in fair state of repair, after a 
hundred years of absence from it. 
"H-C~K- 1845 " on the stone in the 
front wall identify it, and bear wit
ness , with many other like build
ings, of the sturdy people who 
built "better than they knew ." 

Someone has said , "Give us 
men to match our mountains," 
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and among the leaders of this peo~ 
ple we found them. As solid as the 
granite of our everlasting hills; tall 
and straight as the pines that cover 
those mountain fastnesses, and 
with enthusiasm as fresh as the 
mountain streams, and a faith as 
unshakable as the Wasatch range. 

My grandfather was one of the 
vanguard first to reach the Salt 
Lake valley . He was with Brigham 
Young from those early days when 
they were baptized into the 
Church in Mendon, N. Y., many 
years earlier. He was his right
hand man in every important move 
in the dark days of Nauvoo and 
across the plains and in the build
in~ of the great empire of the 
Wet. 

It was here at Montrose, more 
than a century ago, that the 
Prophet Joseph Smith raised a 
glas of cold water and said to his 
brethren around him, that this cold 
water was like that which flows 
down· the mountain sides of the 
place whe re they were going, and 
this further is reported from his 
diary of August 6, 1842. "I 
prophesied that the Saints would 
be driven to the Rocky Moun
tains, many would apostatize, 
others would be put to death by 
our persecutors, or lose their lives 
in consequence of exposure or dis
ease, and some of them would live 
to go and assist in making settle
ments and build cities and see the 
Saints become a miqhty people in 
the midst of the Rocky Moun
tains." 

And when all efforts at recon
ciliation had failed , and it was 
apparent that a move was neces
sary, it was from this point that 
the prophecy began to be ful 
filled. The movement began with 
the wholesale transfer of families 
and their scant belongings which 
they could carry, from Nauvoo 
over to Montrose and the p.erilous 
winter movement across the state 
of Iowa for a temporary haven. 

To liquidate a city of 20,000 
people who had set , their roots 
deeply in the soil of Nauvoo was 
no easy task. But under the guid
ance of strong men whom they 
accepted as Prophets of God, they 
had strength to follow at all costs. 
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On the Missouri at Council 
Bluffs and Omaha they established 
Winter Quarters, and made prep
aration to make the still longer 
journey of a thousand miles across 
the plains to the Rockies. Illy pre
pared for the cold winter, they 
suffered privations with hunger 
and cold and disease ranking in 
first place. Death stalked their 
movements and many hundreds ot 
the faithful gave up their lives in 
this first leg of the journey. The 
Mormon cemetery, where 600 were 
buried, is mute evidence of the suf
fering and sorrows of a people, 
homeless and wandering. 

The advance guard simulated by 
this modern trek, went on ahead to 
blaze the trail so that the great 
numbers might follow later with 
greater safety. There will not be 
time today to even touch upon the 
stories of peril and hazard of that 
great movement. Following that 
first vanguard which reached Salt 
Lake country 24 July 1947, came 
numerous companies on horseback 
and on foot, in covered wagons 
and pushing handcarts. The trail 
was marked by the graves along 
the way. Eighty thousand per
pie with their livestock and their 
world's goods went trudging cross 
the interminable distance. Those 
who went in the spring found 
the streams, swollen by melting 
snows, were hard to cross, and 
deep water, quicksand and steep 
banks increased the difficulties. 
Those who went in summer found 
in addition that the sands were hot 
and the way long. Those who 
were unlucky enough to travel in 
the early winter found to their sor
sow that the winds were pene
trating and the snows were deep 
and the way was hard. But Faith 
is indomitable and a great cause 
gave them their inspiration. There 
was no turning back. The story is 
told of the lady who heard the 
story of this incomparable trek 
for the first time and in amaze~ 
ment she said: "How in the 
world could those people give up 
their ·comfortable homes and go 
forth to endure the hardships and 
dangers they had to face in making 
new homes in the wilderness. " 
"My good lady," replied the in-
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former, "They thought that God 
was marching by their side." Then 
pausing a moment, he said, "And I 
do not know but what they were 
right.'. 

Some six thousand or more paid 
the supreme price and gave their 
lives for the Cause. 

Someone has said, "Security is 
not born of inexhaustible wealth, 
but of unquenchable faith.' ' And 
the Mormons found security in 
an untamed wilderness. Many 
had presented to the great leader, 
Brigham Young, the suggestion 
of other kinder places to settle. 
There was Oregon, with its many 
opportuntines and resources; 
there was Texas with its vast ex~ 
panse for settlement; there ~as 
California with its gold. But w1th 
the vision of a orophet, Brigham 
Young said of the desolate valley 
of the Salt Lake____. "This is the 
right place," an isolated place 
where a hard~working people 
could remain unmolested for time 
to build. was all he asked. 

And so, upon the unfriendly soil 
of a desert wilderness, has come a 
mighty empire. Cities grace the 
land for hundreds of miles. Tern~ 
ple spires pierce the skies. School 
buildings are everywhere and hap~ 
py homes of a God~fearing people 
are found surrounded with flowers, 
trees and gardens. 

Another important prophecy by 
an ancient prophet came to be 
literally fulfilled also in this exo~ 
dus and colonization: Isaiah proph~ 
esied: "And it shall come to pass 
in the last days that the mountain 
of the Lord's house shall be estab~ 
lished in the top of the mountains, 
and shall be exalted above the 
hills; and all nations shall flow 

·unto it. And many people shall go 
and say, Come ye, and let us go up 
to the mountain of the Lord, to 
the house of the God of Jacob; 
and he will teach us of his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths; for 
out of Zion shall go forth the law 
and the word of the Lord of Jeru~ 
salem. " 

The 20,000 people who moved 
from this area a hundred years 
ago came from all over the world. 
As have also the million members 
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now on the records of the Church. 
Thirty~five hundred missionaries 
are in many of the nations of the 
world today, bearing witness to the 
doctrines of this eternal plan of 
salvation and bearing testimony to 
the divinity of the work of the ' 
Prophet Joseph Smith. Fifty thou~ 
sand before them have done like~ 
wise, and today more than 160 of 
these missionaries from this area 
are assembled at Nauvoo to com~ 
memorate in their conference the 
Mormon trek. These missionaries 
are largely young men who have 
been in the service of their coun~ 
try for from one to five years, in 
the Pacific, European and other 
theatres of war, and now, like the 
others of their number, are giving 
themselves and their time and en~ 
ergies, and paying their own way 
to tell the MORMON Story to 
the world. I hope that as they 
come to your homes you will let 
them tell you the Mormon Story . 
These young peo•le return to their 
homes after approximately two 
years of volunteer, unpaid service , 
and eventually become leaders in 
the many organizations throughout 
the Church. 

As a result of their miSSionary 
labors begun by the first disciples 
in this church more than a century 
ago, hundreds of thousands have 
come into the Church from many 
lands. They come as Isaiah pre~ 
dieted from "all nations, " and 
they ~orne to the place "exalted 
above the hills" into the top of the 
mountains. Many of the communi~ 
ties of the Church are from three 
to eight thousand feet above sea 
level. From Japan and China they 
have come, and from the Isles of 
the Pacific. From Assyria and 
South Africa and Australia also, 
and from Scandinavia, Germany 
and England have come the tens 
of thousands. And the Church be
comes a great melting pot of nu ~ 
merous peoples who come to serve 
the God of Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob. 

Even in my short memory the 
church was made up of a group of 
colonies mostly located in and 
around Salt Lake City within a 
radius of a couple of hundred 
miles. But today, large groups are 



found in nearly every large city 
and many smaller ones in nearly 
every State of the Union and most 
foreign countries. 

The Church of Jesus Christ has 
gone forward with its policy of 
progress and development. Its 
teachings are designed by God to 
give to men an abundant life in 
this world, and eternal life in the 
world to come. It teaches that 
men should be honest and upright, 
and that they should love their 
fellowmen next to God. It teaches 
a single mo·ral standard by which 
men and women everywhere should 
adhere to the hi~h standard of 
chastity . "Immorality is next to 
murder, " is a statement frequently 
made bv its leaders. Good mem~ 
bers of the Church abstain from 
the use of linuor and tobacco, tea 
and coffee, and endeavor to live a 
healthful life by carefully follow
in~ this standard. 

The Church endeavors to assist 
its members to be independent. 
The great and widely publicized 
Welfare program of the Church, 
while yet not working as effec
tively as desired, is a move in the 
direction of providinq for the 
needy among its members. Hun~ 
dreds of local projects over the 
church provide food, clothing and 
other commodities and store them 
for the needy in the time of need. 
Salmon is canned in the North
west, citrus fruits are grown in 
California, cotton for bedding and 
mattresses is produced in Arizona, 
cattle and hogs are raised in many 
sections, potatoes in Idaho, fruits 
in California. Su~ar beets are pro
duced in Colorado. In every sec-
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tion, those who can work, work 
together to produce on their own 
projects those things which the less 
fortunate members may need. 

By their fruits ye shall know 
them. In education Utah leads the 
nation. 'T'he Church has a motto: 
"The Glory of God Is Intelli
gence." 

When see your beautiful 
countryside, with its luxurious 
homes and farm buildings and th{' 
fields heavy with crops, I think I 
can more nearly understand th{' 
feelings of the Prophet Joseph 
Smith when he lingered to look 
back at his farm as he left Nauvoo 
on that last one~way trip to Car
thage. Looking back over his 
shoulder, someone noted it and 
brought from the Prophet this 
statement: 

"I expect that you too would 
li~e to take one more look at your 
farm if you were leaving it for the 
last time." And again: "Oh, if I 
could only preach one more ser
mon to the Saints," and "Oh, if I 
could only see my family again!" 

Again let me say that we ap
preciate beyond our expression the 
warm welcome we have received 
in Nauvoo, Carthage and vicinity. 
These kind people have literally 
turned all their facilities over to 
us. We have the kindest feelings 
for you and bid you a hearty wel
come to attend the special services 
and program in Nauvoo, Mon
day night at 7:30, and to come to 
Utah and visit us and the great 
·empire which is the fulfillment of 
much hard work and of prophecy. 
Thank you. 



WHAT PHOTOGRAPH ALBUMS SAY ... Feet upon feet of film were used 

and hundreds of dollars spent by trekkers and interested onlookers who wanted a 

pictorial record of the unique adventure. Like pioneers of old, we kept our records, 

too, but most of us did it with our little Brownies , our movie cameras, our candid 

''shooters." And after the films have been developed, the albums arranged and the 

. movie film spliced .. . we show off our talents to the family, the neighbors and 

our friends with fierce pride that we were privileged to participate in this wonderful 

event. The next few pages arc a peek into the SUP snapshot album-a sort of 

informal "student life" section of the yearbook. 
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PRAISES ARE SUNG BY NEWSPAPERS, LETTERS AND PHOTOGRAPH ALBUMS 

.. . Trek a/t ermath. A new p/ayhou e in the 
backyarcl ymbolizes th e day following the 
trek wh en new paper clippings and fan. mail 
are eagerly read and photograph albums ar~ 
11 e> /1 I h wn!Jc d tl1 rouf:Jh . 
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'vJHAT PAN LETTERS SAY ... Trek leaders received fan mail-a goodly 
amount-after it was all over and the last car had been stripped of its white bonnet 
and plywood oxen and proudly placed in the backyard for the youngsters or torn 
apart and fondly stored in the attic with other memorable keepsakes. The letters 
came from dignitaries we met along the way, private citizens, missionaries, Church 
leaders and from trekkers themselves. That each trekker and every interested 
person may know what President George Albert Smith of the LDS Church and 
Phil Minner, Mayor of Council Bluffs, wrote concernin~J the trek. their letters are 
published in full. Excerpts from others are included, too. 

Dear Brother Ashton and Associates on the Memorable Trek: 

I congratulate you most sincerely on the fine record you made while travdin~J 
between Nauvoo and Salt Lake City over the Pioneer Trail. 

You did a splendid piece of work and one that will be remembered by the 
many visitors you had in your camp and who watched you pass down the road. 
I am surprised that your imitation covered wagons and oxen held together on so 
long a trip, and it is creditable to those who devised the imitation that it worked 
so well. 

I was happy to meet you before you arrived at Henefer and then to be with 
you when you came into this valley and I enjoyed the entertainment and reception 
you received at Sugar House, and then the contribution you made to the parade 
here in Salt Lake City. I am satisfied from the expressions by those who made the 
trip that it is one of the highlights of a lifetime. and I conwatulatc all of you who 
were fortunate enough to make up the company. 

I was indeed surprised when you presented me with those beautiful bronze 
bookends. I think they are the finest I have ever seen and they will be among my 
treasures to be passed on to my family. and your kindness will be held in remem
brance for a long time. 

I pray that you will all continue to enjoy the favor of our Heavenly Father 
and when the roll is called of those who are entitled to a place in the Celestial 
Kingdom I trust that your names and the nanws of those you love arc all to be found 
inscribed there. not one missing. 

raithfully yours, 

CI~OI~CE ALBERT SMITH. 
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CENTENNIAL CARAVAN 

Council Bluff , Iowa, July 18, 1947. 

Council Bluffs is still talking about your visit. I am sure it will long be remem* 
bered as an outstanding, though brief, incident in our history. Your organization 
merits highest commendation for that tremendous undertaking . And certainly in 
behalf of our city I wish to thank you all for the inspiration left here and for so 
vividly refreshing our minds of the rich heritage that has been ours as a result of 
the original company's sojourn here a century ago. 

The book ends with which you so kindly presented me have been admired by 
all who have seen them. They shall always fill an honored spot in my home and 
shall serve as a constant reminder of you and your group. But more than that, they 
shall keep me reminded always of the great debt of gratitude we of this city owe to 
your fathers who so enriched our history and planted here the seed of American 
nobility that teaches us to live humbly together. 

Most sincerely, 
PHIL MINNER, Mayor. 

The whole trek thrilled me. To travel over the same trail that my grandfather 
did; to experience, even vicariously, the trials and fatigue which my mother and 
others of the handcart companies endured as they pushed and pulled those two 
wheeled vehicles over the endless miles to the Salt Lake Valley, and see many of 
the scenes which their eyes beheld, was a continuous source of enjoyment. It made 
me realize more than ever before the strength of the testimony of the founders of 
our inland empire. To stand on the sacred sod at Winter Quarters where so many 
of the Saints were laid to rest, two of my father 's younger brothers among them, and 
to see in the mind's eye my father as a lad of eight years with his mother walking 
and driving oxen on to the Salt Lake Valley in 1848, has increased my love and 
respect for them and for all our noble pioneers. Their knowledge and love for the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, as revealed through the Prophet Joseph Smith has equalled 
or surpassed anything that I have ever read. They knew that God had spoken, 
and they were willing to give their lives if necessary for that testimony. Verily , 
they manifested by their works and by their fruits that our Saviour lives and has 
established His Church again on the earth; that He will come again to visit His 
people, and that we, the posterity of those pioneers who made our lives so full of 
happiness and blessing, should, in their honor, and for our own good, carry on with 
hope and determination. 

WILLIAM C. FITZGERALD, Draper, Utah. 

All in all, it was the most wonderful experience of my entire life. 
LEO BANKHEAD, Avon , Cache County, Utah 

My, my! What a time we had! 
JOHN W . SMITH, Tremonton, Utah. 

T op left : " H ey, that' my soup you re pulling your /oat in " ... needless lo say we clinecl 
informally/ Top right : A t /irst glance we th ough t. the oxen hacl been af/ectecl al Garden 
Grove / or seemingly th.ey sprouted !range growths / rom tl1e ir ham s, 'T wa m erely milady's 
pioneer wardrobe ge lling an airing, we di coverecl on examina tion. vVe made use o/ ever
thing on thi trip[ Bottom : Th ere w asn '1 a lot o/ lime to en;oy W enclell's company, he u·o . 
olways making presentation. to ome clignitary 0 1' othc>r. I [ ere's a close-up o/ vVendell I'CCf' il'ing 

a w alnut sec /i on /rom tlw old Ionnon / ence at Mt . Pisgafl. Ph oto l)y C reston l\1
c>11'-' 

1\ rlucrliser 
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I think the trek accomplished far more and will yet accomplish far more than 
what we first expected, particuarly is this so when the importance of marking the 
pioneer trail is realized in its full utility as an incentive to bring people to our State 
in the future and the opportunity it will give to to tell them the story of the Gospel. 

ELIAS L. DAY, Salt Lake City, U tah. 

Thz superiority of the membe rs of the trek party impressed me. No vulgarity 
and no critical talk. Cleanly in their thoughts and actions, they were a model of 
deportment. I was interes ted in the "Mormon Cocktail Bar" in Nauvoo, and though 
to us it was incongruous, we understood that the operators so named it intending to 
honor us. 

The testimonies of the members of the trek concerning the trek itself and the 
character and faith a nd devotion of the people and the religion for which they suf
fered, inspired me. 

SPENCER W . KIMBALL, 
Council of the Twelve, Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter D ay Sains. 

It was a trek long to be remembered. The most fluent English at my command 
co:1!d not b ~gin to portray a tithing of the wonderful experiences that were ours. 
W e considered it one of th ~ grea test missionary events the church has ever done, 
and one that will keep the people of America talking about the Mormons for many 
yezus to come. It was a sacred journey for memory to sniff the rest of our lives. 

NOLAN P. OLSEN. Logan, U tah. 

May I say tha t the trek, as viewed by one who was compelled to stay at home, 
in my opinion, is one of the outstanding achievements of the celebration. I shall 
never forget how im;:> ressive you appeared as you came up Main street, cheered by 
the wa iting throng. It was, indeed, a thrilling sight. 

EARL J. GLADE. M ayor 
Sa lt Lake City , Utah. 

Mormons u•ere not!Jing lwt .. ,,.elcorne" this /rip . Typical of tfte si!:Jrl. of grc>e lin g is tf1is one 
hung over a dry goods store in Florence. Top right: Thi. fwncl ;;onw marker tell. the u•ay to 
th e socred 'vVinlc>r Quorlers cemelary loco /eel in Florencc>, Nellfasko on th e outskirts of Omo/10. 
Center: It u•os tl'eli tPnrlh tfw eorly morning risc> lo ga=e o/ the Foirbanks slaluc> and partakc> 
o/ th e peace]ul spiri t tlwt preuoilecl in tTw ceme lary th ere. T>oltom left : 'vVe t{ •(' re in dc>m.ancl fn· 
tl1c> prc>ss oncl rodio, /oo. I fere on announcer inleruic>u•s a llllncT1 of LlH~ lwys at lunch wf1ile 
II '<' mofw tnilfl tlw olm osphere [Jy rn ttli rtg emp lv rlisf1es ancl tTl(• like. T>ollom righl: ._Ju s/ a 
tin y s/1() / of o uirf ,,//() mwle a llifl /,it nn tf, e mafia rronram--DorotT!"y Kim!Joll Kc> rldinnton. 
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THE NEWSPAPERS SAY THIS ABOUT US ... We caused a lot of attention 
during our caravan cross country. The unusual aspects of the caravan were many. 
Nothing had ever been done like this before and what's more, the "Mormons" were 
doing it. The press was quick to pick up every little detail of interest about the 
Sons of Utah Pioneers hegira and stories and pictures were spread on pages from 
one coastline to the other. 

The number of column inches devoted to this particular phase of Utah's 1947 
Centennial Celebration in the various newspapers and news magazines in the country 
would undoubtedly be staggering if such a figure were to be compiled . There is 
room in this yearbook for a v·ery few excerpts from the clippings we've received from 
publications throughout the country. But the book would not be comple te nor the 
memory of the trek quite so vivid if the "press" were not represented . 

Perhaps our readers, better than we, can recall that Scriptural passage which 
speaks of the stone rejected by the builders which became the cornerston e. If so , 
we wonder if it can be applied to this week's memorial trek of the Sons of Utah 
Pioneers over the trail through Southern Iowa of their forefathers , the Mormons, 
or Latter~day Saints. 

Illinois had rejected the stone which might have become the cornerstone of a 
greater commonwealth than any now existing. The influx of Mormons into Iowa 
helped get statehood. A Mormon military unit served for Iowa in the Mexican w ar. 

When the sagas of North America are all recited, none will surpass that of the 
Mormon hegira for its tales of suffering and hardship, and its implicit heroism. The 
Lost Tribes would barely have undergone a more rigid ordeal. or had a grea ter 
testing of faith. And who knows how far th ey may have been right, or whether or 
not they were very far wrong? 

Oh, vagrant host, 
Methinks a spirit Abrahamic urges you, though fa natical, 
I ou sensed a promise; real and yet conditiona l. 
That you should reach that land if only you would s tri e~ 
And not lose heart. 

Oft on the way 
You bore the testings of a life primeva l, ha rd ; 
Only the fit could live and press on goa lward, 
Answering the call mean suffering a nd wea riness, 
That tried the soul. 

Shall we deny 
That you were faithful to the light you had? 
Must we condone your persecution , praise those who used the goad? 
Nay, not where we reserve the right by conscience guided, 
To worship God. 

Mystic (Iowa) SENTINEL. Thursday, July 17, 1947. 

T op left : T/, e close-up o/ tlw sign. telling about lnclependcn.ce Rock L le~ - impressiuc tl/(/n 
tl1e rock, to be sure. Top ri ght : W e /in. ecl up /or chow in the shade (fwd t flNC l>een any) 
o/ th e impressive, slwpcfess mass o/ granite stone. Center lef t: The clay's K. P. de tail smiles 
/or us, little reali: in.g th e chores ahead. Center right : It ' the Keclding lon., Dick an.cl Dorotl1y, 
wTw rustled up a little ln.clepen.den.ce Rock alma phere /or the sake o/ the folk at home. 
Bollom left : A cracklin g /ire u·hose thick pirals o/ make gave o// the pungent odor o/ 
burning sagebrush and made us /eel a bit more ecure again. l the nigh t in. the tPilcL. fiollom 
right : D o you think th ey liked our show, folks? T his audience was typ icol o/ most alo11 g tlli' u·av 
cxc('p t th eir ea ts were Tw rder and tTwy had driven. /art fwr to see tTw trekkers at lndepcnd
c•ncc Rock th an. most o/ tTH~ spectators Twcl Twcl to clo along tf1c way. 
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· The men and women were dressed in frontier style clothing and the men wore 
beards of different types. What impressed me most was their fri·endliness and courtesy 
and their de·ep appreciation of the courtesies shown them. They were all prominent 
businessmen and all had to pay all expenses, which they estimated would be $150 
per person. The driver of one car went to sleep :before reaching here and the car 
was wrecked. Charley Bates has one of the cows discarded and Bart Brown has one 
of the bows of the covered wagon. . . . 

Mayor and Mrs. Comegys were presented a copper serving tray. 

Humeston (Iowa) NEW ERA. Wednesday, July 23, 1947 

A great event in the history of the W est which took place 100 years ago will 
be commemorated this summer. This is the Mormon trek from Nauvoo, Ill., to the 
Great Salt Lake of Utah, which began Feb. 4, 1844, and ended July 24, 1947. The 
1947 r·epetition of this journey will have the advantage' of modern modes of trans
portation, for it will begin on July 15 and end one week later. 

Anyone who sees what the Mormons have made of a forbidding land with a 
few natural advantages, must acknowledge their sturdiness. Anyone who read 
history must be ashamed of the brutal treatment by their non~Mormon neighbors, 
which sent the followers of Joseph Smith on their transcontinental trek. 

Waxahachie, Texas LIGHT. June 17, 1947. 

Illinois which virtually drove out the thrifty Mormons a century ago today 
salutes this pioneer saga. If Illinois in 1844~47 had shown some considera tion, 
Nauvoo might be Salt . Lak·e City. 

To the Sons of the Utah Pioneers, a good journey! 

Kewanee, Ill. STAR COURIER. Thursday, July 10, 1947. 

The century of achievement which the Mormons are celebrating marks a real 
contribution to the kingdom of God on earth. The next 100 years hold great possi
bilities of useful devdopment. 

Long Beach, Calif. PRESS~TELEGRAPH. Saturday, Aug. 2, 1947 

l orth Pfalle camp ground would have been a paradise ]or oxen if tlle critters had come 
equipped w ith on appetite. W c plowed through a high grow ill of grain and made our circle 
be/ore a huge grandstand (T op lefl and right) tflat the local citi ::.enry used on county /air clays 
etc. C enler left : The three damsels w ho made the trek w itT1 us. lora Richordson, RutTl S hield. 
and Dorothy Keddingt on. , make a prell y picture "Coming Tf1rough The R ye". C enler ri ght : Trw 
man behind the con !ruction of our teams and wagons was Willard Smith o we wanted a pic
ture of him doing hi part in another way by speaking on tTw program at orth Plolle, ebraska. 
Lower lefl : 0 fficial ph otographer, Cia udell J olmson, clec idecl tum oboul i /air play and we got 
a clo e-up o/ h.im by th e grav ide o/ R ebecca VVin.l ers. T3ollorn ri ghl : .The grave is surpris
ingly clo e to the tmcks but it has been well-cared /or by tlw railroad company and the S aints 
around Scoll s Bluff. 
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The visit of the Mormon caravan Thursday should have brought back to all 
of us in Council Bluffs the story of our beginnings and of the great debt this city 
owes to that band of men and women who crossed the plains to Salt Lak·e City a 
century ago .... 

They laugh and joke as we do, sing and play, and after listening to one or two 
of them talk, enjoy a joke as we do. Once or twice we suspected one or two of 
them of slyly pulling our leg. 

We'd like to have another visitation from them so that we could all become 
better acquainted. W e think they are pretty good citizens. 

Council Bluffs, Ia. NONPARIEL. Saturday, July 19, 1947. 

It is not just maudlin scnti~ent that prompts the descendants of that band to 
re-enact the hazardous journey 100 years later. It is more than that. It become 
a religious ceremonial, a thanksgiving for the experience of the century that has 
intervened, a blessing for the citizenship attained by those hardy settlers. 

Burlington, Ia . HAWKEYE GAZETTE. ;vednesday, July 16, 1947. 

Per capita the Mormons suffered more massacring and persecution before they 
established Utah than any other sect ever experienced in this country. Next to the 
Indians the Mormons took a wors 2 beating than any group ever took in the U.S.A. 
They fled to a desert and made it a garden. They converted wasteland into a 
flourishing, clean, decent community where crime and chisding arc at a minimum. -.... 

Their conversion of this land, that was too lean even for the Indians and 
trappers a century ago, into a kingdom of prosperity, diligence and happine s most 
certainly presents some answers to the tragic puzzles of other minorities. The 
Mormon solution as seen in Utah today is the world's chief exhibit of a persecuted 
minority working and thinking itself into a bright destiny. 

Chicago, Ill. DAILY TIMES. Wednesday, September 3, 1947. 

T op lcfl: Pre-coro L·u n oclil'il y is c<>rr tercd around tfl t' tdilil y /ru cks, w fli ch ore tl~e fir~/ /o orrit•c 
a/ the day's campsite ... tlw re' S ully' weo porr s corric1: th e scenery u•agon orrd tlw fwniliar 
red of Archie IcFarlund '. meal /ruck. Top ri ghl : T/1e sound truck was alu •ay in a Twrry, 
loa. Th ey were jofmn y-on-tlu>-spot to ornpl ify tlw word. of speokers at euery little slop. Tlw t' 
!lorry Poll and By Open lw w standing up /ron/. enlcr lefl : The California conlinrwnt 
in oll their glory toke lime out / or group clos -up . cnlcr ri ght : Fearsome lookin g cr<'o lurc. 
isn 't f1e? But quit.e harrnles and erued h.is purpose well. Bollom lefl : Three tf1 e. pian . step 
out o/ characlel' / or a moment's chat. L cfl Lo ri ght. Judge Jeppson, Album ... hield and !\eel 
Riclwrdson. Bollom righl : ProlJahly lh<' one vel1icle in tl1e caro uan that didn 't fwu ' trouble 
making it up to R ock rec k. Th e little w l1. ile tveapons carrier w itl1. lou dell J olmson and 

ul/ iuon Ric fwrdson fwngin g on/ a tlw w indshield. 
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• But li[e on the trek wasn't all parades, peeclws and K.P. dut y. Tl1ere was tlw time Doroth y 
Keddington (top lefl) doused "]im Bridger" S hipley wit/1 !h e help of a wol er lwg ... and 
he look it smiling. T op righl : Grover Dun/orcl and /ock llowell are percf1ed al op Llw rock 
marking tlw graves o[ tho e who died wil/1 th e W i//ie lfanclcarl compan y at R ock Creek. 
Bollom lcfl : F. M . Micl1e/sen · tells Mrs. M . 0. A f1lon, wlw was w itl1 Vida Fox Claw. on's 
party, and her son 'vV ende/1, that th o e grains o[ rye were good to ea /. l3ollom ri ghL : Tim <' 
out [or a camera study o[ the three ladies and tlw ir pioneer companion, Bill el on. 



Top lcfl : l:orl hip/ey in sweet rep o e . . . snapped just be/ore a rattlesnake slithered over his 
woy. Top ri ghl : M emorie tfwt ble and burn . . . 'vVm. G eorge Clark o/ Logan preserved 
by a photographer's kill for posterity a he looked in his trek regalia. The man is a born actor 
ond is net•N lwppier thc111 when he i dressed up in a costume of some sort or other. Boltom 
lcfl : R ecoiling clay o/ th eir "youtf1" by lwlancing on tTw railroad tracks ]or a distance are 
tfw two Roy cou/ s on tfw trek, Lionel fow and ]oe Jeppson. Doll om ri ght : This pirlurc 
co,fd possiMy be c ~tlille d " ,1/y • leep , " tl'ith tfte wil~ ls o/ \V)'otning /or a canopy and his 
weupons c;urricr ]or a h •d. 
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The caravan is a tribute to the hardy pioneers who overcame all misfortunes, 
in their search for freedom, to build cities in the desert. It also is a reminder of 
the hardy spirit that built America and made it great. The Saints ventured into the 
West in much the same manner and for the same reason that the Puritans came 
to N ew England. The re~enacted trek is a reminder of the perseverance of all those 
who helped to found this nation. Each pioneer group had its able leaders. The 
Saints had Brigham Young, without whose sound judgment and stern discipline the 
caravan might have perished. Young's plan for establishing temporary colonies 
along the way to grow food and afford resting places for following caravan's and 
his program of organizing work parties of 10 carried the bulk of the party safely 
through the long journey westward . 

This week, the pioneers again are on the march as a reminder that the spirit 
of America still lives in the hearts of strong men and wom~n who have the will and 
energy to carry a great nation onto even greater heights. 

Quincy, Ill. HERALD WHIG. Monday, July 14, 1947. 

Unlike some moderns they (the Mormons) set great store by tradition and 
miss no opportunity to honor the founders of their religion, who had the courage 
to undertake the impossible a century ago. 

Many of the brave men and women who started on that epic journey died along 
the way. Those who survived founded an empire and built one of the great cities 
of the country in what was then a barren waste. 

Siioux City, Ia. JOURNAL~TRIBUNE. Monday, July 21, 1947. 

Recent news stories have described the modern caravan of shiny motor cars, 
upon which are mounted plywood oxen and white canvas tops to give the appear
ance of prairie schooners, rolling from Nauvoo, Ill., over the route followed by the 
religious group a century ago, westward to Utah for the celebration. Hostile mobs 
threatened the lives of the 1847 party, whereas this summer the only interference with 
the schedule of the motorists was the friendly hospitality thrust upon the travelers 
by those in the communities through which they passed .... 

The modern caravan arrived at its destination this week to find a thriving and 
prosperous city of 183,000 to welcome them, contrasted to the wilderness which 
awaited the Brigham Young party. 

Kansas City, Mo. TIMES. July 24, 1947. 

T op : Trekkers boasting ancient 9uns gntlw r togeth er in th e midst o/ nH' morie, o f early l1eroi m 
at Ft. Bridget· and display their heirloom shootin g equipment. n otom: 'rf, e tf,·ee oldes t son , o/ 
U tah Pioneers to make the trek obliningly stand toge th er / or a uniqu t> pic ture. Left to ri ght: 
]ohn Smitl1 , George McClellan and Al/rr d Durlwm. 
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On£ hundred years ago this morning the Mormon hegira leaders reached the 
present site of Columbus. They were emulating the example of the Moslems on 
their flight from Mecca. Their first location was in Western New York. The second 
"stake" WC!S at Nauvoo, Illinoiis. There they were persecuted by many religious 
sects, the Quakers alone befriending them, and fled enmasse westward to the shores 
of the great S ::dt Lake in Utah. Chief among the Mormon leader was Brigham 
Young. When I was a little boy I lived on the mar~ed trail of the Mormons through 
Southern Iowa. I often heard prejudiced people tell incidents of the wickedness 
of th ~ Mormons. My Quaker mother guarded me against accepting such stories 
as true, but despite her teaching I did imbibe more or less prejudice. Fifty years 
later I spent one hundred days among the Mormons in Salt Lak·¥ City and vicinity. 
I hav2 bezn privileged to visit many strange peo;Jle in many lands in the Western 
h?misphere and beyond the far-reaching seas. Now it is my high privilege to do my 
best part in testifying that in all my far journeyings over the world I never encoun
tered a higher type of people than the Utah Mormons. During my hundred days in 
Utah I n?ver heard a Mormon utter a profane nor an unclean word. I visited the 
Mo rmons on their ranches in Southwest Utah and Eastern Nevada, chiefly engaged 
in the sheep and cattle business. In that almost de ert zone I never saw a Mormon 
abuse a horse nor a dog. That experience of fifty years ago drove out of me all 
thought of evil regarding the Mormons. None other than religious enthusiasts could 
have survived that hegira from Nauvoo to Utah. Did the Mormon prophets lead 
their follower-s to that barren land by divine command? I do not know. But I doubt 
if any other than reli11ious enthusiasts could have accomplished what the once 
despised and persecuted Mormons accomplished in Utah. Today, as in the days 
of their persecution, the Mormons live true to the tenets of their religiion. There 
arc no hungry people in Utah, nor any Mormons on public "relief" rolls. There 
are no drunkards among the Mormons. Utah is close to first place among all the 
states in promotion of public education. My advice to any friend who was preju
diced against those peculiar Mormon people is to visit them in their business places, 
in their homes i:J. on£ of th e most b~autiful cities in all the world. I give promise 
that such a visit will cause all un-Christian prejudice to fly from their hearts and 
minds as " the mists before the morning sun." 

Edgar Howard, Columbus, Nebr. TELEGRAM. July 16, 1947. 

The Mor:non trek wrot? a dramatic chapter in the history of this city and of 
the fertile Missouri Valley. Both the city and the valley extend the hand of wel
come to the des cendants of those who wrote that chapter 100 years ago. 

Omaha, Neb. EVENING WORLD HERALD. July 16, 1947. 

Top lcfL: Tf1is is a po.ed shot o/ tfw uery ollraclit•e and tolen tNl Indian. u•f10 pN/ormed on 
tfte progrwn ]or th e lwnclred :;: tl'i10 co me to Ft. Rridrwr to meet us. T op righL: Biggest tl1rill 
of tl1 e journey ]or ladies might u·ell fw ue l1een th e monw nl u•hen tTwy were inlrocluced by 
\V en dell A . hton to th e audience ouer/lotl' ing tt'ilh f10me folk. ancl tl1en eacl1 pre cn tecl u•itl1 
11 sterlin g silver clwrm l11·acelet boosliii!J Cenle nnio/ clwrm that were miniature replicas o/ 
hislorir monument s oncl lwilclinf.JS, etc. nouom lcfL: It' s our presiclent again, tlliS lime paying 
tribut e to Mrs. Charles vVosho/,ie. Rou om righL: Pre siden t DuPicl 0. M cKa y droue up to Ft. 
flri<lrwr l o 6e our mnin speol.c•r. \V e not n pirlurc o/ l1im ll 'ormly wee/inn ll r'o of n11r nd,•en
/11:'"11' f>nnd. J\ fr. nn :f J\frs. , \ ('(• / l<ir· fuml ,-on 
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