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Civil Registration

On July 31, 1889, the Spanish civil code, which was promulgated
in 1888, was put into operation in Cuba. Since that time civil
registration has technically been in effect throughout the
island. Many areas, however, have suffered severe lpsses because
of the civil wars and revolutions waged on the island.

Copies of birth, marriage, and death certificates can be obtained
by writing to Cuban municipal officials. The cost is $60.00 U.5.
for each certificate. Correspondence has to be directed to the
Cuban Mission in Washington, D.C.

ECCLESIASTICAL HISTORY

The Diocese of Baracoa, formed February 11, 1517, was established
at Baracoa, but by April 28, 1522, it was changed to a new head-
quarters at Santigo de Cuba. The new diocese was suffragan to
Seville until 1547 when it passed under the newly-organized
Archdiocese of Santo Domingo.

On September 10, 1787, the second diocese of Cuba was established
at La Habana. On November 24, 1804, the bishopric of Santiago de
Cuba was elevated to the status of an archdiocese.

Initially in Cuba there were four parishes including the
present cathedral parish called San Cristdébal de 1a Havana,
Remedios, Trinidad and Sancti Spiritus. Guanabacoa became a
parish in 1607, Matanzas was founded in 1693, Cienfuegos in
1819, Histories of all of the parishes of Cuba are being
prepared by the CG5 staff, However, most records prior to 1700
have ceased to exist for a variety of reasons.

Parish Registers

Transcriptions of the working papers of Francisco Xavier de Santa
Cruz y Hallén include some parish register entries of baptisms,
marriages, and burials from a number of parishes in Cuba. These
papers came about through the work of a number of individuals
(see CBS Reyista 1:9-10).

The baptismal transcriplions give the name of the child, the date
of baptism, some birthplaces of parents, names of parents, and
the source of the reference. The marriage transcriptions give
the names of the spouses, their parents, {former marriage infor-
mation, the date of marriage and the source reference. Sometimes
places of origin are also given. The burial transcriptions are
mostly for adults and give the death date, to whom the deceased
was married, some birthplaces and names of parents and the source
reference, Host of the records are recorded by parish, in semi-
alphabetical order <(by letter of principal surname), but
occasionally they have been extracted in chronological sequence.

For the Cathedral of Havana and the church of Espiritu Santo
{Sancti-Spiritus), complete runs of marriage books have been
identified in these papers, although all entries were not
extracted in the original transcriptions.

The following is a list of the parishes for which there are some
transcriptions.

NAHME OF PARISH RECORD TYPE(S)  YEARS COVERED  QUANTITY
Camaguey:
Cathedral Marriages 1-9 1668-1874 1500
Uills 1620-1830  ca. 3000
Soledad Marriages 1-8 1703-1852 - 1200
Cardenas Marriages 1805-1840 100
Cienfuegos Marriages 1827-1%02 100
Guanabacoa Hixed 1680-17%0 100

La Habana:

Calvario Marriages, v.2 1775-1856 10

Cathedral Baptisms | 1705-1785 1300

Film Harriages 1422-1874 2000

1162426) Burials 1619-1867 2250
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Guédalupe Marriages 1830-18%0 150
Jesds del Monte Hixed 1730-1870 200
Honserrate Mixed 1700518005 Index
S;nto Angel Marriages 1694-1712 Index
Marianao Harriages 1871-1886 9
Matanzas Marrriages 1489-1850 400
Hixed 1700-1850 300

Remedios Marriages 1684-1751 00
Santa Clara Marriages 1490-1880 400
Santiago de Cuba Marriage notes 1488-1715 400
Burials 1678-1880 100

Sancti Spiritus Marriages 1-8 1674-1891 750

There is a ledger for Sancti-Spiritus following the same
alphabetical sequence of the records above, which includes
genealogical notes on births, marriages, burials, and civil,
ecclesiastical and military positions held, Visted by age, year,
place, etc, ‘

The marriage records for Sancti Spiritus are a complete run as to
volumes, even though all the records are not included. They are:

Vol, | 1674-1724 Vel. 9  1814-1829
Vol. 2 1729-1744 Vol. 10 1829-1838
Vol. 3 1744-1740 Vol. 11 1B38-1847
Vol. 4 1760-1772 Vol. 12 1848-1839
Vol. 5 1772-1783 Uol, 13 1859-1872
Vol. 6 1783-1794 Vol. 14  1872-1883
Vol. 7 1794-1803 Vol. 15  1883-18%1

Vol. 8 1803-1814

The records for the Cathedral of Havana contained in the
collection are not complete for the early period. The {irst
book of baptisms and marriages (baptisms 1590-1600; marriages
1584-1622), was published by Hidalgula in Madrid in 1974 in
alphabetical order, 1t is available on microfilnm 973,150, iten

. 6 at the Family History Library, The Santa Cruz collaction

contains the following transcriptions:

BAPTISHS

Vol. B8 1705-1715 Vol. 14 1773-1781
Vol. 9 1716-1744 Vol. 13 1781-1786
Vol. 10 1745-1752 Uol. 16 1786-1792
Vol. 11 1733-1743 Vol. 17 1792-1795
Vol. 12 1744-1770 Vol. 18  1795-1800
Vol. 13 1771-1772

MARRIAGES

Vol. 1| 1622-1648 Vol. 7 1771-1794

Vol. 2 1449-1468 Vol. B8 1794-1812

Vol. 3 1468-1708 Vol. 9 1812-1820

Vol. 4 1709-1724 Vol. 10 1820-1840

Vol. 5 1724-1753 Vol. 11 1840-1835

Vol. & 1754-1771 Vol. 12 1854-1874

BURIALS

Vol. 1 1619-1649 Vol. 3 1679-

Vol. 2 1649-1679

Volume numbers are not given for the burial records afler volume
3, but the records are transcripted through 187%. These records
for the Cathedral of Havana are all contained on microfiln
1,162,426 at the Family History Library.

FAMILY SOURCES

As genealogy is a study of family units, it stands to reason that
the home of the nuclear family and the homes of children and
grandchildren of the nuclear couple, should contain the most
extensive materials available pertaining to the {family’s gene-
alogy and history. ’



In Cuba, the best place to begin all genealogical investiga-
tions is with the older fanily members and relatives, and it
these are deceased, at the place(s) where they lived if possible,
From this research it is usually possible to get some names,
dates, and family traditions or stories, some of which may extend
back as much as five generations. Invariably much of this
information will be found in no other place and when it is lost
it is gone forever. Even though an ancestor may have been dead
for tuenty to fifty years, it is still a good policy to go to
where they lived and find out what still exists in the minds of
others about them and their family. Because so many of Cuba’s
living citizens have been displaced and are presently in the
United States, it is imperative that the older generation record
what it knows concerning ancestral places of residence, family
traditions, names, dates, etc.

Almost every family has something of value to give to the
diligent researcher, Care should be taken in the approach that
is used, however, Many individuals, in an effort to obtain in-
tormation, and before establishing trustworthy relationships with
newly-met or little-known relatives, have asked questions which
are too personal, or asked to borrow pictures, letters, docu-
ments, etc,, that are very valuable to the owner. A previously
established rapport through letters, phone calls, or visits, many
times provides treasures of information that otherwise would have
remained hidden, and then destroyed or throw away at the death of
that individual, Even kinship is not a pre-requisite to success
in this area, if proper deference to and respect for age is
tultivated.

A careful investigation will uncover some, if not all, of the
following types of genealogical and family history material:

vital records Tegal papers

church records miiitary documents
photographs school records
picture albums work records
biographies dipiomas
citizenship papers newspaper clippings

diaries family histories

1f these materials are unavailable in the home in question, then
the homes of friends, neighbors, and relatives should be visited,
as should local libraries, archives, and museums.

Further information on this area of research can be found in the

~ following publications:

Platt, Lyman De. Genealogical Historical Guide fo Latin America.
Detroit, Michigan, 1978, Spanish edition: Una Guia Genealégico-
Histérica de Latinoamérica, Ramona, California, 1978.

In Chapter 1 of this book, entitled "Research Standards,” there
is a section on Family Sources which identifies these sources and
describes them in detail.

Ryskamp, George R. Tracing Your Hispanic Heritage. Riverside,
California, 1984. :

Section 1 of this book, entitied "Techniques and Principles”
includes several areas of interest to family research,

These books also contain detailed information on some of the
records listed in the sections below,

CENSUS RECORDS

The civil census records of Cuba are one of its richest archi-
val treasures that has been lost for the most part. As far as
can be determined the 1899 and 1907 censuses taken by the United
States were destroyed by an act of congress. Later censuses may
still exist in Cuba, At the national archives, there are at
least thirty-one bundles of census records under Censos for the
colonial period.

NOTARIAL RECORDS

After the records already mentioned, the notarial records are the
most informative and important. Public or legal material pertain-
ing to individuals that was recorded during the colonial period
usually found its way into the notarial books. These books
(called protocolos) include wills, land transactions, dowry in-
tormation, contracts, bonds, powers, mortgages, complaints,
charges, and payments.
..9-
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Some notarial records have been destroyed for a variety of
reasons, bul for the most part they are still available in the
original archives of the notary that created them, in a special
notarial archives, in the provincial archives, or in the Archivo
Nacional in Havana.

Although some of the more conscientious notaries made indexes to
their protocolos, most did not, More of these records began to
be indexed following the independence period, however, as local
officials realized the absolute value of the information
contained therein,

The most-looked-for document in notarial records is the will and
for this reason some believe that wills are only found in
notarial records, bul this is not true. They are also found in
ecclesiastical archives, municipal archives and if they are
holographic (written in the hand of the testator), they may be in
fanily archives, museums, and other public archives,

In the National Archive there is an index to the 284 bundles of
protocolos for the years 1842-1890 housed at the Archive. This
index was . published in the Boletin of the National Archives in
volumes 8-11, but included only 275 of the 284 bundies.

At Camaguey, there is a card index in private hands of over one
million cards, {for the notarial collection there. Many of these
records have been transcripted and are in the hands of CG5 and
are being published in the Revista,

LAND RECORD

04 all the records best suited to genealogical and historical
reseach in Cuba, those that deal with land are found in more
assorted places than any other,

At the National Archives in Havana there is a collection of
records called Realengos, consisting of ninety-eight bundies for
the years 1782-1850. The material is concerned with the adminis-
tration of royal lands. In the Boletin, volumes 8-12, there is
an alphabetical 1list of properties and persons concerned with
this set of documents,

_10-

Also at the National Archives is a section called Tierras y
Propiedaded. It is probably similar to other archival
collections in Latin America and will contain information on
colonial land distribution and ownership. There is also a
collection called Solicitudes de Tierras.

In the book by J.C. Prince, entitled Cuba 11lustrated, (New York,
1893, éth edition), pages 125-174, there is a list of sugar
plantations in alphabetical order, noting where they were located
on the island, and the name and address of the owner of each,

MILITARY RECORDS

There was no standing army as such in Cuba until the nid-1700s.
During the early colonial period, the major military efforts
consisted of protection provided by militia units conscripted
trom the estates and various Spanish settlements.

There were four main groups of military personnel included in the
designation of "military." These groups were: 1) veteran Spanish
soldiers assigned for short duration throughout the viceroyalty;
2) veteran Spanish troops assigned permanently to a given area;
3) provincial militia units; and 4) urban militia units,

Military records for the colonial period are found in several
archives under varying classifications, the most conmon of which
are: 1) troop lists, 2) comnission records, 3) service records,
4) conscription records, 3) regimental register sheets, 4)
petitions of soldiers for permission to marry, and 7) petitions
for pensions.

At the National Archives in Havana there is a collection called
Comisiones militares, consisting of 133 bundies for the years
1825-1849. The biographical information contained in these
records is about military men receving commissions on the island
during that time.

There are many military records on Cuban officials and soldiers
in Spain at the Archivo Militar in Segovia and at Simancas,
Becauze Cuba was a province of Spain much longer than other Latin
American countries, this is a particularly valuable source.

-1 -



Films 1,156,324 through 1,156,329 at the Family History Library
contain service records for Spanish and Cuban military men fron
1786-1800. An index to these records is available in:

Patronato Nacional de Archives Histdricos. Catdlogo XXH1 del
Archivo de Simancas, Secretaria de Guerra (siglo XVIII),
Hojas de Servicios de America, Valladolid, Spain: Patronato,
1938.

Military records for all of the regiments at Havana, Bayamo,
Cuatro Villas, Matanzas, Puerto Principe, Santiago de Cuba, and
Trinidad are included.

FAMILY HISTORIES

IGHL Research Series, Volume 15, entitled Latin American Family
Records, has over 3,300 family histories and genealogies listed
in it, Over 300 of these are for Cuban families. Besides these
individual titles to specific surname histories, the following
publications have been indexed by TGS and IGHL that pertain in
whole or in part to Cuba.

Almela, Juan. Guia de Personas gque cultivan la Historia de
America,

Burkholder, Mark A, Biographical Dictionary of Audiencia Minis-
ters in the Americas, 1487-1821,

Calcagno, Francisco. Diccionario Biogréfico Cubano.

Cuban Genealogical Seciety. Revista.

Lohmann, Guillermo. Los Americanos en las Ordenes Nobiliarias.

Mahy, José Antonio, Testamentos de Camaquey.

Nieto, Rafael, Dignidades Nobiliarias en Cuba.

Peraza, Fermin. Diccionario Biogrdtico Cubara.

Rodefguez, Emilio. Familias Hispanoamericanas.

_12_

Santa Cruz, Francisco X. Historia de Familias Cubanas.

Villeré, Sidney Louis. The Canary Islands Migration to Louisiana,
1778-1783. This book is mostly about those who Veft Louisiana
for Cuba.

The end recult of the family history project of IGHL and CGS s
to compile an index to all of the family histories that have been
published, There is so much that is available in these histories
that cannot be used by most individuals simply because it is not
indexed, There are many interrelated families in Cuba that are

' duplicating research efforts, and in some cases this duplication

extends to other Latin America countries. It was not unusual for
an emigrant family to spilt up and go into the various countries
of South America, Central America, Mexico, and the Caribbean,
establishing branches of the family that Tost contact with each
other,

OTHER GENEALOGICAL RECORDS
There are many other records besides the ones mentioned pre-
viously, that have value in doing genealogy or family research,
The following are some of the more important ones.

Cemetery Records

On March 1, 1784, King Charles IV, ordered the establishnent of
cemeteries in the urban areas of the main cities of the

- Latin America, This was followed by an order of April 3, 1787

outlining that cemeteries were also to be constructed in the
outside environs of the cities, With this order all church
cemeteries were supposedly closed. However, the order was re-
issued in 1804, showing the resistence of the parish priests,

Many tombstone inscriptions and some cemetery burial books exist
and can provide additional information not found in church or
civil death records.

Inmigration-Enigration-Migration Records

There were strict rules for controlling population movements
during most of the colonial period, All persons traveling to

- 13 -
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pub; tg;?nically had to be cleared by the Casa de 1a Contratacidn ‘ 1GHL RESEARCH SERTES
in Seville,

. . , . . Vol. 1 Genealogical Research in Latin America

The AGl in Seville is publishing the early passenger lists to Vol. 2 Mexico, General Guide: Political Divisions
Latin America. These exist from 1509-1770 at AGI, Contratacidn. Vol. 3 Mexico, General Guide: Ecclesiastical Divisions
Seven volumes of these lists have now been published for the Vol. 4 Mexico, General Research Guide
early colonial period. Uol, 5 Mexico, Census Records

. L . Vol, 6 R h in Mexico Cit
The archives of Spain are full of proofs of massive immigration Uzl 7 B:::::ggicgl ;zzztteeryo{ Nexico
to the Viceroyally of New Spain. The records dealing with this Vol. B Central America. General Research Guide
subject are scattered in the notarial archives, in passports, in Vol. 9 Caribbean, Gene;al Research Guide
padrones de hidalguia, and so forth, ~ VUol, 10 Genealogical Gazetteer of Central America and the

- - ! Caribbean
Civil-Crininal Cases Vol. 11 South America, General Research Guide
Vol. 12 GBenealogical Gazett f South Ameri

At the National Archives in Havana there are 14,000 bundles of Ugl. 13 L:::; zge:?cana;:nsser:cor:: erica
these records for the colonial and modern time periods. Although Vol. 14 Latin American Military Records
they are not indexed or well-cataioged, they contain a valuable Vol. 15 Latin American Fanily Records
treasure of information on many individuals. Vol. 16 Puerto Rico, General Research Guide

Vol. 17 Cuba, General Research Guide

Vol. 18 Dominican Republic, General Research Guide
Vol, 1% Chile, General Research Buide

Vol. 20 Argentina, General Research Guide

Vol. 21 Peru, General Research Guide

Vol. 22 Guatemala, General Research Guide

Vol, 23 Colombia, General Research Guide

Vol. 24 Ecuador, General Research Guide

Uol, 23 Bolivia, General Research Guide

Vol, 24 Costa Rica, General Research Guide

Vol, 27 El Salvador, General Research Guide

Vol. 28 Honduras, General Research Guide

Vol, 29 Hicaragua, General Research Guide

Uol, 30 Panama, General Research Guide

Vol. 31 Paraguay, General Research Guide

Vol. 32 Uruguay, General Research Guide

Vol. 33 Venezuela, General Research Buide

Yol, 34 Research in Buenos Aires

Vol, 33 Research in Lima

Vol, 36 Spain, General Guide: Political Divisions
Vol. 37 Spain, General Guide: Ecclesiastical Divisions
Vol. 38 Spain, General Research Guide

..15...
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HISTORIA POLITICA

Cristébal Colén 1legd a la isla de Cuba durante el mes de
novienbre de 1492, pero no fue hasta diecisiete alos después que
Diego Veldzquez de Cuéllar colonizé a la isla. La primera
poblacién se hizo en 1511, La ciudad de La Habana fue establecida
en 1519,

La isla estaba dividida en dos gobiernos en 1620, Estos eran La
Habana y Santiage de Cuba.

Cuba estaba bajo 1a jurisdiccion del Virreinato de Nueva Espafia
inicialmente. En 1762 los ingleses invadieron a La Habana pero
‘fue restaurada a Espafia el aflo siguiente En 1777 Cuba fue elevada
a capitanfa general dentro de 1a estructura colonial civil de
Latinoanérica

En 1827 el gobierno espaiol dividié 1a isla en departamentos
civites bajo los cuales fue admipistrado hasta 1878,

Entre 1848 y 1878 habfa una revolucitn sobre 1a isla que finalizéd

sin resolver nada. Habia mucha destruccion causada por la
revolucion, en vidas y registros,

En 9 de junio de 1878 1a isla fue dividida en seis provincias
que eran Oriente, Camaguey, Las Villas, Matanzas, La Habana, y
Pinar del Rio. En 1893 1a isla 1legb a ser una provincia otra
vez con capitdn general como el gobernador, y fue dividida en
cuatro gobiernos or tenencias que fueron sub-divididas en treinta
y un distritos polfticos. Una vez nds, en 1895, habla otra
rebelién que resultb en la Guerra Hispanoamericana de 1898. En
1901 Cuba adopté una constitucien que 1a relegb a un protectorado
f;q;os Estados Unidos. Finalmente, declard su independencia en

En 1975 las provincias antiguas de 1878 fueron sub-divididas en
la forma siguiente: Qriente (Guantanamo, Santiago de Cuba,
Holguin, Granma, y Las Tunas), Camaquey {Camaguey, Ciego de
Avila), Las Villas (Sancti Spiritus, Cienfuegos, Santa Clara, v
Villa). Las otras provincias quedaron sin dividirse. En todas
estas provincias, los territorios estaban sub-divididos en
nunicipios.

-4 -

Registro Civil

En 31 de julio de 1889, el codigo civil espafiol, que fue
promulgado en 1888, se hizo efectivo en Cuba. Desde entonces el
registro civil ha estado operativo por toda 1a isla tecnical-
nente. Sin enbargo, muchos lugares has sufrido pérdidas por cavsa
de las guerras civiles y las revoluciones que han destrozada la
isla,

Copias of certificados de nacimientos, matrinonios, y defunciones
se pueden obtener al escribir as Enbassy of the Czechoslovak
Socialist Republic, Cuban Interests Section, 2437 14th Street,
N.MW. Washington, 0.C., 20009. E1 costo es de $60.00 U.5. para

cada certiticado.
HISTORIA ECLESIASTICA

La Dibcesis de Baracoa, formada en 11 de febrero de 1517, fue
establecida en Baracoa, pero en 28 de abril de 1522, canbid su
cabecera a Santigo de Cuba. La nueva didcesis fue sufragdnea a
Sevilla hasta 1547 cuando pasé a la nueva Arquididcesis de Santo
Damingo.

En 10 de seliembre de 1787, la segunda difcesis de Cuba {ue
establecida en La Habana. En 24 de noviembre de 1804, el
obispado de Santiago de Cuba fue elevada a arquidibeesis,

Iniciaimente en Cuba habfan cuatro parroquias incluyendo 1la
presente catedral de San Cristobal de 1a Havana, Remedios,
Trinidad y Sancti Spiritus, Guanabacoa 1legh a ser parroquia en
1407,  Matanzas fue fundada en 1493, Cienfuegos en 1819.
Historias de todas las parroquias de Cuba se estdn preparando por
€6S. Sin embargo, 1a mayoria de Tos registros de las parroquias
de Cuba han cesado de existir antes de 1700 por una variedad de

razones.
Registros Parroquiales

Transcripciones de los papeles de Francisco Xavier de Santa Cruz
y Mallén incluyen algunos registros parroquiales: bautismos,
matrimonios, y defunciones de varias parroguias de Cuba. Estos
papeles fueron escritos por un ndmero de individuos. (véase C6S
Revista 1:9-10).
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Las transcriptciones bautismales dan el nonbre del aifio, 1a fecha
del bautismo, los nonbre de los padres, a veces sus lugares de
nacimiento, y la fuente de referencia. Las transcripciones de
matrinonio dan los nombres de los contrayentes, sus padres,
infornacion sobre matrinonios anteriores, la fecha de matrinonio,
y la fuente de referencia. A veces lugares de origin tanbién
estdn incluidos. Las transcripciones de entierro son en sy
mayorfa de adultos y dan 1a fecha de muerte, a quien el nuerto
era casado, a veces lugares de nacimiento y los nombres de padres
y 1a fuente de referencia. La mayoria de los registros estdn
organizado por parroquia, in orden semi-alfabético (por letra del
apellido principal), pero a veces extraidas en orden cronoldgico.

Oe 1a Catedral de La Habana, y la iglesia del Sancti-Spiritus,
extractos de matrimonio cubren ¢} tiempo conpleto indicado abajo.

PARROGUIA TIPO DE REGISTRO AROS CUBIERTOS  CANTIDAD
Camaguey:
Catedral Matcimonios 1-9 1448-1874 1.500
Testamentos 1620-1850 ca. 3.000
Soledad Matrinonios 1-8 1703-1852 1,200
Cirdenas Matrimonios 1805-1840 100
Clenfuegos Matrimonios 1827-1902 100
Guanabacoa Nixtos 1480-1790 100
La Habanas
Calvario Matrinonios v.2 1775-1854 10
Catedral Bautismos 1705-1785 1,300
(filmina Matrimonios 1622-1874 2.000
1162424) Entierros 14191847 2.250
Guadalupe Matrimonios 1850-1890 150
J. del Monte Mixtos 1730-1870 200

PARROGUIA Tléo DE REGISTRO  AWOS CUBIERTOS  CANTIDAD
Monserrate  Mixtos  1700s-1800s  Indice
Santo Angel  Matrimonios 1694-1712 Indice

Marianao Matrimonio 1871-1886 9

Matanzas Matrimonios 1489-1850 400

Mixtos 17060-1850 500

Renedios Matrimonios 14841751 300

Santa Clara Matrinonios 1490-1880 400

Santiago de Cuba Matr. (notas) 1488-1713 400

Entierros 1478-1880 100

Sancti Spiritus Matrimonios 1-8 1674-18%1 750

Hay un legajo de Sancti Spiritus siguiendo el mismo orden
alfabético de los otros registros, que incluye notas genealfgicas
de nacimiento, matrimonio, entierro, posiciones militares, y
eclesidsticas, por orden de edad, afo, lugar, etcétera,

Los matrimonios de Sancti Spiritus incluyen referencias para
todos los afios aunque no todas las partidas estén incluidas,

Sons

Vol. | 1674-1724 Vol. 9 1814-1829
Vol. 2 1729-1744 Vol, 10 1829-1838
Vol. 3 1744-1240 Vol, 11  1838-1849
Vol. 4 1760-1772 Vol, 12 1848-1859
Vol. 5 1772-1783 Vol, 13 1859-1872
Vol. 6 1783-1794 Vol. 14 1872-1883
Vol. 7 1794-1803 Vol. 15 1883-1891

Vol. 8 18031814



Los registros para la Catedral de La Habana contenidas en la
coleccidn no estin completas para el perfodo inicial. El primer
libro de bautismos y matrimonios (bautismos 1590-1600; matrimo-
nios 1584-1422), fue publicado por Hidalguia en Madrid en 1974 en
orden alfabético, Estd en micropelicula 973,150, iteméden la
Biblioteca de Historia Familiar. La coleccion de Santa Cruz
contiene las transcripciones siguientes:

BAUTISMOS
Vol. B8 1705-1715 Vol. 14 1773-178)
Vol. $ 1714-1744 Vol. 15 1781-1784
Vol. 10 1745-1752 Vol. 16 1786-1792
Vol. 1f 1753-1743 Vol. 17 1792-1795
Vol. 12 1764-1770 Vol, 18 1795-1800
Vol. 13 1771-1772

HATRIMONIOS

Vol. 1 1622-1648 Vol. 7 1771-1794
Vol. 2 1649-1648 Vol. B8 1794-1812
Vol. 3 1448-1208 Vol. ¢ 1812-1820
Vol. 4 1709-1724 Vol. 10 1820-1840
Vol. 5 1724-1753 Vol. 11 1840-1855
Vol. 6 1754-1771 Vol. 12 1856-1874

ENTIERROS
Vol. 1 1419-1649 Vol . 3 1679-

Vol. 2 16491679

Los ndmeros de voldmenes del los entierros no se dan después del
voldmen tres, pero los registros estdn transcritos hasta 1871,
Estos registros de 1a Catedral de La Habana estin todos en 1a
micropelicula 1,182,426 en la Biblioteca de Historia Familiar,

FUENTES FAHILIARES

Siendo que la genealogfa es el estudio de familias, es obvio que
el hogar de la familia nuclear y los hogares de los hijos ¥
nietos de la pareja nuclear, deben contener ¢l material nids
extensivo que existe sobre esa familia en cuanto a su genealogla
e historia,

En Cuba, el mejor lugar donde comenzar las investigaciones
genealégicas es con los miembros y parientes nds viejos de la
familia, y si éstos estin muertos, en los lugares donde vivieron,
De estas investigaciones usualmente es posible sacar algunos
nonbres, datos, y tradiciones o historias familiares, quizds
1levando uno hasta cinco generaciones atrds. Invariablemente
mucha de esta informaci6n no se encontrard en otro lugar y cuando
se pierde se va para siempre. Aunque un antepasado haya estado
nuerto por veinte a cinquenta aflos, es buena costumbre ir donde
vivia para ver 1o que todavia existe acerca de ellos y sus
faniliares en las nentes de otros. Porque tantos de los
ciudadanos de Cuba han salido del pais y viven en los Estados
Unidos, es sumamente inportante que la generacidn vieja registra
lo que sabe de los lugares ancestrales de residencia,
nacimientos, matrimonio, defuncion; de tradiciones faniliares,
nonbres, fechas, etcétera.

Casi cada familia tiene algo de valor para dar al investigador
diligente. Sin embargo se debe usar mucho cuidado en como
comienza., Muchos individuos, al iniciar 1a pequiza, y sin antes
establecer anmistades de confianza con recién conocidos, o
parientes poco conocidos, han hecho preguntas muy personales, o
han pedido prestar fotos, cartas, documentos, etcétera, que tiene
mucho valor para su duefio. Es bueno establecer un ambiente
nediante 1lamadas telefénicas, cartas, o visitas, y este funda-
mento muchas veces proveerd tesoros de informacitn que de otro
modo hubiera quedado escondidos, y entonces destruidas o echadas
a la basura con la muerte del aquel individuo. Adn el parentesco
no es un pre-requisito al éxito de este modo, si el debido
respeto a 1a edad y situaciones del individuos se toman en cuenta.

Una investigacion cuidadosa descubrird algunos, si no todos, de
los siguientes tipos de material genealdgico y faniliar,

registros vitales
registros eclesidsticos
fotogratias

ilbunes de fotos
biogratias

papeles de ciudadania
disrios

papeles legales
docunentos militares
registros escolares
registros de trabajo
dipinas

recortes de periddicos
historias familiares




gi estos materiales no se encuentran en el hogar nuclear,
entonces los hogares de amigos, vecinos, ¥ parientes deben
visitarse, como también bibliotecas, archivos y museos locales,

Informacién adicional sobre esta forma de buscar puede encon-
trarse en las publicaciones siguientes.

Platt, Lyman De. Genealogical Historical Guide to Latin fmerica.
Detroit, Michigan, 1978. Edicion en espafiol: ggg Bula
Genealdgico-Histérica de Latinoanérica. Ramona, California, 1978,

En el capftulo uno de este libro entitulado "Norma de
Investigaciones Genealégicas,” hay uma seccion sobre Fuentes
Familiares que identifica nids detalladamente a estas fuentes
familiares,

Ryskamp, George R, Iracing Your Hispanic Heritage. Riverside,
California, 1984,

Seccion 1 de este Vibro entitulada "Techniques and Pr!nclples'
incluye varios puntos de interés a Tlas investigaciones
genealbgicas.

Estos libros tanbién contienen informacién mis detallada sobre
algunos de los otros registros descritos al sequir.

CENSUS RECORDS

£l censo civil de Cuba es uno de sus tesoros archiviicos nis
ricos que se ha perdido en su mayorfa, De lo que se puede
determinar, ‘los censos de 1899 ¥ 1907 tomados por los Estados
Unidos fueron destruidos por acta del congreso de los Estado
Unidos. Censos tomados mis tardes todavia puedan existir en
Cuba. En el archivo nacional, hay por lo menos treinta y un
legajos de censos bajo Censos para 1a epoca tolonial,

REGISTROS NOTARIALES
Después de los registros ya estudiados, los registros notariales
con los nds informativos e importantes. Todo de naturaleza

ptblica o legal perteneciente 2 indivivduos, que fue registrado
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durante 1a epoca colonial, usualmente se encuentra en los libros
notariales. Estos 1ibros {1)anados protocolos) incluyen testa-
mentos, codicilios, tutelas, cartas de dote, ventas de bienes
ralces y otras propiedades, hipotecas, poderes, pagos, etcétera.

Algunos registros notariales han sido destruidos por una variedad
de razones, pero en su mayoria estin asequibles y en buenas
condiciones en los archivos originales de los notarios que los
crearon, en un archivo notarial especial, en los archivos
provinciales, o en el Archivo Nacional en La Habana.

Aunque algunos de los notarios mis concienzudos hicieron {indices
i sus protocolos, 1a mayorfs no los hicieron. Sin embargo, niés
de estos registros recibieron {indices después de la
independencia, cuando oficiales locales realizaron el valor
absoluto de 1a informacibn contenida en ellos.

El documento nds buscado en los registros notariales es el testa-
mento y por esa razdn algunos han creido que los testanentos
solanente se encuentran en los registros notariales, pero no es
verdad. También se encuentran en archivos de la iglesia, los
municipios y si son hologrdficos <(escrito en 13 mano del
testador), pueden estar ep archivos pdblicos o con 1a fanilia.

En el Archivo Nacional hay un Indice a 284 legajos de protocolos
archivado alll para los afos 1842-1890.  Este {ndice fue
publicado en el Bolelin del Archivo Nacional en los voldaenes 8-
i1, pero inclufa solamente 275 de los 284 legajos.

En Camaguey, hay un indice en manos privadas de mds de un millén
de tarjetas, de los registros notariales del Camaguey. Muchos de
estos registros se han transcrito y estdn en manos de CGS y se
estin publicando en su Revista.

REGISTROS DE TIERRAS
De todos los registros usados en 1a genealogla y 1las investi-

gaciones histéricas de Cuba, 1los de tierras se encuentran en nds
lugares de cualquier otro.

En e) Archive Nacional de La- Habana hay una coleccién de
registros 1lanados Realengos, consistiendo de noventa y ocho
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legajos para los afios 1782-1830. EV material se trata de 12
adninistracion de tierra reales. En el Boletin, voldmenes 8-12,
hay un indice alfabético de las propiedades y personas que estén
incluidas en estos documentos.

Tanbién en el Archivo Nacional hay una seccién 1lamada Tierras »
Propiedaded. Es probable que es sinilar a otras colecciones en
Latinosmérica y contended informacién sobre la distribucién y
duefios de tierras coloniales. Hay también una coleccion 1lamada
Solicitudes de Tierras,

En el 1ibro de J.C. Prince, entitulado Cuba Illustrated, (New
York, 1893, éa edicitn), pdginas 125-174, hay una Vista de
plantaciones de azcar en orden alfabético, notando donde cada
uno estd en 1a isla, ¥ el nombre y direccion del duefio de cada

REGISTROS MILITARES

No habla un ejercito como tal en Cuba hasta mediados del siglo
dieciocho. Duranie 1a epoca colonial, las necesidades nilitares
consistieron de proteccion miliciana enpleadas de las haciendas y
varias poblaciones espafiolas.

Hubieron cuatro grupos principales de personal inclufdas en 1
designacién de militar.,  Estos grupos fueron: 1) soidados
veteranos espafioles asignados por  duraciones cortas al
virreinatoj 2) soldados veteranos espafioles asignados permanente-
nente a un lugar especifico; 3) milicia provincialy vy 4) milicia
urbana.

Registros militares para la epocd colonial se encuentran en
muchos archivos bajo varias clasificaciones, las mis comunes
siendo: 1) Vistas de tropas, 2) registros de conisiones, 3) hojas
de servicio, 4) registros de conscripciones, 5)  hojas
reginentales, 4) peticiones de soldados para casarse, y 7)
peticiones de pensibn.

En el Archivo Nacional de La Habana hay una coleccitn anada
Conisiones militares, consistiendo de 133 legajos para los aflos
1825-1869. La informacion biogrdfica contenida en estos
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registros concierne a militares recibiendo conisiones en la isla
durante los afios indicados.

Hay muchos registros militares de oficiales y soldados Cubanos en
Espafia en el Archivo Militar de Segovia y en Simancas. A causa
de que Cuba fue provincia de Espafia por un tiempo nucho nds largo
que otros pafses Latinoamericanos, esta fuente es particularmente
de valor a Cuba.

Micropeliculas 1,154,324 al 1,154,329 en la Biblioteca de
Historia Familiar contienen hojas de servicio para los militares
de Espafia y Cuba que sirvieron en Cuba durante 1784-1800. Un
indice a estos registros se encuentra en:

Patronato Nacional de Archivos Histéricos. Catdlogo XXII del
Archivo de Simancas, Secretaria de Guerra (siglo XVI1I), Hojas de
Servicios de America., Valladolid, Espafia: Patronato, 1938,

Registros militares para los regimientos estacionados en Havana,
Bayamo, Cuatro Villas, Matanzas, Puerto Principe, Santiago de
Cuba, y Trinidad estdan incluidos.

HISTORIAS FAMILIARES

La Serie de lnvestigaciones Genealdgicas del IGHL, voldmen 13,
Historias Familiares de Latinoanérica, contiene mis de 3.500
historias familiares y genealogfas. Muchas de éstas son de
tanilias Cubanas. Ademds de éstos titulos a historias de
apellidos especificos, las siguientes publicaciones han sido
estudiado por CGS y 16HL y un Indice hecho de ellas.

Almela, Juan. Guia de Personas que cultivan Ja Historia de
fmerica.

Burkholder, Mark A. Biographical Dictionary of Audiencia Minis-
fers in the fmericas, 1687-1821,

Calcagno, Francisco. Diccionario Biogrdfico Cubano.

Cuban Genealogical Society. Revista.
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Lobmann, Suillermo. Los Americanos en las Ordenes Nobiliarias.

—————————

Mahy, Jost Antonio. Jestamentos de Camaguey.

MmthMWMuMWMuﬂmL

Peraza, Fernin. Diccionario Biografico Cubano.

Rodriguez, Emilio. Familias Hispanoamericanas.

Santa Cruz, Francisco X. Historia de Familias Cubanas.

Yilleré, Sidney Louis. The Canary Islands Migration to Louisiana,
1778-1783. Este libro trata de familias que salieron de Luisiana
para Cuba.

E1 resultado final del proyecto de historia familiar del T6HL ¥y
65 es compilar un indice de todas las historias familiares que
se han publicado. Hay tanto que existe en estas historias que no
estd asequible al individuo sinplemente porque no hay Indice a
ello. Hay nuchas fanilias interrelacionadas en Cuba y en los
Estados Unidos de ralces cubamas, que estén trabajando,
duplicando sus esfuerzos, y en algunos casos esta duplicacidn se
extiende a otros paises Latinoamericanos. No es fuera del normal
para una familia emigrante de Espafia mandar hijos a Sudanérica,
Centroanérica, y México, estableciendo asi ramas de 1a familia
que pierden contacto el uno al otro tras las generaciones.

OTROS REGISTROS GENEALOGICDS

Hay muchos otros registros fuera de los ya mencionados, que
tienen valor para la genealogia o 12 historia famitiar. Loo
siguientes son algunos de los mds importantes.

Registros de Pantebn

En primero de marzo de 1784, el Rey Carlos IV, ordend el
establecimiento de cementerios en dreas urbanas de las ciudades
principales de Cuba. Esto fue seguido con orden del tres de

abril  de 1787 instruyendo que estos cementerios deberlan
construirse en las afueras de las ciudades. Con este orden todos

los cemeterios de las iglesias deberian cerrarse. Sin enbargo,
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el orden fue publicado de nuevo en 1804, nostrando que habla
resistencia de los padres parroquiales.

Muchas inscripciones de ldpidas y muchos libros de entierro de
cenenterios existen y pueden proveer informacién adicional que no
se encuentra en la iglesia ni en los certificados civiles de
defuncion.

Registros de Innigracion-Emigracién-Higracion

Hubieron reglas estrictas para controlar el novimiento de 1a
poblacién durante 1a mayor parte del periodo colonial. Toda
persona viajando a Cuba deberian temer permiso de la Casa de
Contratacion en Sevilla.

El AGl en Sevilla estd publicando las listas de pasajeros a
Latinoanérica. Estos existen de 1509-1790 en AGI, Contratacidn,
Siete voldnenes de estas listas han sido publicados para la epoca
colonial,

Los archivos de Espafia estin Vlenas de pruebas de emigracitn
masiva a Cuba. Los registros tratando este asunto se hallan en
archivos notariales, en pasaportes, en padrones de hidalguia, ¥
en nuchos nds.

Casos Civiles-Criminales
En _el Archivo Nacional de La Habana hay 14.000 legajos de estos
registros trantindose de los tiempos coloniales y modernos.

Aunque no tienen fndice ni estdn bien catalogados, contienen un
tesoro de informacion sobre muchos individuos.
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LOCALITY ANALYSIS FOR CUBA

By George R. Ryskamp, JD, AG
BYU Department of History

Locality analysis plays an essential part in determining the objectives for family history
research. It should be done as soon as a specific new place of origin or residence is identified,
and, of course, must be completed before step two of the records analysis can be completed.

Locality Analysis involves two processes. The first is to locate the exact place or places
from which one’s ancestors came and determine the various jurisdictions to which that place
belonged. (This is, in effect, an answer to one of the initial questions asked in the People
Analysis: Where did the ancestor live?) The second goal of Locality Analysis is to learn as
much about that particular place as one can. This includes not only the physical location and
the geographical features of the place, but, to better understand the life of the ancestor, also
requires a knowledge of its history and physical appearance.

Modern Atlases and Maps

Atlas de Cuba. La Habana : Instituto Cubano de Geodesia y Cartografia, 1978. ( G 1605
JI5 1978) (FHL film 1162487  item 2)

Nuevo atlas nacional de Cuba. La Habana : Instituto de Geografia de la Academia de
Ciencias de Cuba, 1989. (BYU Maps G 1605 .N83x 1989)

Gazetteers

Gazetteer of Cuba, Vol I &II. 3rd ed. Washington, D.C.: Defense Mapping Agency,
1991. (F 1754 .G39 1991)

Locality guide for Cuba. compiled by Mayra F. Sénchez-Johnson. Salt Lake City :
Cuban Genealogical Society, 1992. (FHL)

Historical Atlases, Maps and Materials

Atlas of ports, cities, and localities of the island of Cuba. Washington, D.C. : Norris
Peters Co., 1898. (BYU G 1605 .US5 1898)

Atlas geogrifico de Espaiia, islas adyacentes y posesiones espafioles de ultramar. Madrid
: Gaspar y Roig, 1864. (FHL film 0897114 item 1)

Ecclesiastical Directories

Apuntes para la historia eclesiatica de Cuba by Juan Martin Leisaca. Habana: Talleres
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Tipograficas de Carana, 1938. (U. of Florida 282.72 1.532)
Encyclopedias

La Enciclopedia de Cuba. por Vicente Biez, ed. Madrid : Playor, S.A., Santa Polonia,
1973.

These are examples available from six major categories of books that can be valuable in
completing a locality analysis for this country.

1. Atlases and Maps. Individual atlases that exist for most Hispanic countries can help
locate ancestral towns and establish the proximity of ancestral towns to other towns found during
the research. Typical of these is one for Mexico, Nuevo Atlas Porrua de la Republica Mexicana
(Editorial Porrua: Mexico, D.F., 1980), available in many local libraries. This small volume
contains maps of each state, historical maps, ad a general country-wide index, as well as various
geographical entity lists. Maps in these should be in a scale of at least 1:250,000.

Another useful geographical tool for the Latin American genealogist will be the Index
to _the Map of Hispanic America, published by the American Geographical Society.
(Washington: 1945). As this is an index to a collection of maps, scale 1:1,000,000, it will
generally only be found in a large public or university library. It covers all Latin American
countries in good detail.

Also of value for locating especially small hamlets and for recreating geographical details
of local life are the Untied States Army Map Service Select Series and Topographical Maps
produced for all of these countries. Any place, no matter how small, will appear on these
detailed maps (scale 1:50,000). Unfortunately, these maps have no direct index, and locating
places can only be accomplished by using latitude and longitude references in the gazetteers such
as those published by the U.S. Office of Geography. (See the following section on gazeteers).

Maps and atlases are being digitalized for computer storage at an incredible rate. As that process
continues these will become increasingly available on CDROM and on the Internet and World
Wide Web. Currently, for example, the University of Texas at Austin Perry Castaneda Library
Map Collection has placed many atlases and maps from the CIA on the Computer Internet.
Check with the library for the current address and the countries available.

2. Gazetteers. Gazetteers are long lists of place names with a minimal amount of
information to identify and locate each particular place. Since many of these gazetteers list
geographical subdivisions smaller than the parish or municipality, and other features such as
rivers and mountains, they can be of great help when the particular place to be located does not
appear in the atlases or geographical dictionaries available to the researcher. Many countries also
publish postal guides and political divisions guides.

Gazetteers, such as the Untied States Board on Geographical Names Gazetteer, prepared
by the Office of Geography of the Department of the Interior, are frequently more readily
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obtained in the United States than local geographical dictionaries and detailed atlases of Hispanic
countries. The Hispanic countries covered by the U.S. Board on Geographical Names series and
their numbers in that series are:

Argentina, 103 : Honduras, 27

Bolivia, 4 Mexico, 15

Brazil, 71 Nicaragua, 10

Chile, 6 Panama, 110

Costa Rica, 7 Paraguay, 35

Cuba, 30 Puerto Rico, 38
Dominican Republic, 33 Spain and Andorra, 51
Ecuador, 36 Spanish Sahara, 108
El Salvador, 26 Uruguay, 21
Guatemala Venezuela, 56

For a number of Hispanic countries there are updated versions of these gazeteers published by
the Defense Mapping Agency (DMA). These are included under each country in the last section
of this chapter. These gazeteers have now been placed by the DMA (in collaboration with the
U.S. Board of Geographic Names on the computer Internet ubder the title GEOnet Names
Server.

3. Geographical dictionaries. These vary in size, from one and two volume dictionaries
to large series containing sixteen to twenty volumes. In the United States, those covering
Hispanic countries are generally found in the Family History Library Catalog or in large public
or university libraries which have map collections. Nearly every country has at least one such
dictionary, although these can vary dramatically in the amount of detail they contain. Some of
the large countries such as Mexico even have state or regional geographic dictionaries. Whether
national or regional these are most helpful in locating a particular town, and usually provide a
written description of the town, or other geographical unit. These descriptions, as well as
individual place name entries, can be used to identify the larger geographical unit (where records
would usually be found) to which a smaller unit, whose name is the only one the family
remembers, belongs. Figure 7- , a page from Volume I of the Diccionario geografico de
Guatemala, illustrates this principle, showing the caserios of Guatemala. These dictionaries also
often provide information in developing the history of the ancestral locality as a background to
the family history.

4. Ecclesiastical guides and directories. Many Catholic dioceses, publish directories
listing the various parishes, seminaries, and convents which make up the diocese. These
directories always include the names of local parishes and the priests who serve there. They
also may contain maps and other aids, and interesting and pertinent information about local
history, including even local jurisdictional changes. Many of these are available through the
LDS Family History Centers and in libraries having the CIDOC Collection of Latin American
Church documents on microfilm. For at least four countries, Spain, Puerto Rico, Mexico, and
Argentina, such guides exist which also indicate at least the beginning date for parish registers
in nearly every parish in the country.
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5. Historical Atlases, Maps and Materials. In the chart in the last section of this chapter
a special category has been created for geographic reference tools that were printed before 1900
but are still widely available or were written to deal with geography during an historical period,
most often the collonial period. The use and format of these materials parallels that of their
contemporary counterparts described in other sections above.

6. Local histories. As the name implies, these are histories that deal entirely with a
particular town or region, found bothe as books and as articles in periodicals. Scholarly
historical journals such as The Americas and Hispanic American Historical Review are
particularly valuable. These do not help in locating exact places, but can be extremely valuable
in helping to understand the history of that locality, and especially to trace its jurisdictional
changes.
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Other Resources: Cuba

Cuba Map
http://geology.com/world/cuba-satellite-image.shtml

Cuba GenWeb

htto://www.cubagenweb.org/

Cuban Genealogical Society
http://www.rootsweb.ancestrv.com/~utcubangs/

University of Miami — Cuban Heritage Collection

utto.// : amiedu/che/

Deaths in Santiago de Cuba (July 1898-May 1902)
htto:// hiiadel Isol / . | |

Vanderbilt University — Ecclesiastical Sources for Cubans of African ancestry

htto://lib11 i bilt edu/diglib/ |


http://www.cubagenweb.org/
http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~utcubangs/
http://www.library.miami.edu/chc/
http://www.hijadelmaryelsol.com/muertes_en_santiago_de_cuba.htm
http://lib11.library.vanderbilt.edu/diglib/esss.pl
http://geology.com/world/cuba-satellite-image.shtml
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